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HANDSOME WIDOW EX
Feature of the Trade Thii 

Lavish Decoration in 
Principal Establishm<

Prosperity is written in 
face of every Victoria mere)
Christmas trade reaches its L 
and all report ‘ that money i 
and -purchasers are spending n 
ticipatlon of the holidays tha 
fore. Probably the most noth 
ture of the present season 1» 1 
ubiquitous presence of artist 
Uon both of display windows 
iors. These much enhance \ 
appearance of the city streeti 
der purchasing a pleasure. 1 
garding some of the more im] 
tail establishments are given 

Western Canada’s Big ( 
There is a. sense of lighti 

the elaborate holiday de cc 
Spencer's that centre in the b 
raugle. Lattice work of whi 
entwined with delicate folia 
here and there by pink, white 
son roses, is the general schi 
toons of rosettes, of every « 
rainbow, hang in graceful eo 
the ceilings, broken here and 
bell-sbap.ed ornaments that 
pended at every point of vai 

, in addition to 
the store, a soft*

night, .when, 
brilliance of 
shines through hundreds of . 
lanterns the decorations app^ 
their glory, a tilting climax 
days of carefully planned wol 
part of Messrs. W. Spencer a 
Lawrence. The show window! 
beetitifully arranged, espeeiallj 
Broad street. An allegory in 
leaux is presented there. On 
is shown “the night before Cl 
Two children are asleep i 
of the xisit of Kris- Kn 
mindful of the fact that the ki 
tleman himself is in the ro< 
stockings and piling up furuii 
his bountiful stock of present*;

And then comes Christmas 
not in Victoria, of course. Si 
the ground; the painted chut 
white in the distance. After 
over there is the Christmas 
faithfully" depleted JiCthe ittt'l 
doxv. The table is spread * 
drawn damask. Dainty doyley, 
viettes are near each plate, 
lery and diamond like glass sh 
all parts and the inistrëss of 1 
is giving the finishing touch to 
important event of the tab! 
course of the year.

To adequately tell the < 
story of Spencer’s would entai 

rtt book. The departments are s 
ous that, without a gitide. stra 
come lost in the maze of met 
Yet there is no apparent rush, 
fully are the details arranged f 
branch appears self-centred, 
capable head, and enough
salespeople are at hand to attei 
want of customers. The staph 
meiits arè in fall, swing. Ct 
bargain hunters flock to them 
seem to obtain exactly what 
quire. To some minds even n 
bought as a bargain affords add 
ure to the giver.

But it is to toyland that me 
pers, especially the youngstei 
their way. Here for the fli 
“Teddy,” the bear, gracefully 
in honor of President Roosev 
through the most amazing cot 
on a parallel bar and the trapef 
ane Wild • animals galore. W 
tigers jostle with solemn a] 
elephants, while near by the] 
wonderful' collection of dogs i 
square set bull dog to the Hon 
poodle. Dolls by the thousand | 
ing with unseeing eyes from ! 
partment. Whatever will be< 
them the small girl only kno^ 
Adelér's story of the Mormoi 
successful search for present 
he was being continually sea] 
fresh family should have made: 
dividual reach a happy haven 
eminent street, Victoria, fi 
was what he was looking foi

But it-is not all frivolity or p 
The elder members of the fai 
quire attention. For the ladi< 
are, In addition to gorgeous 
mantles. and furs, a bewilder! 
iety of useful and fancy arti 
eluding pillow's, manicure seti 
frames and Work and jewel 
Masculine needs have also be 
carefully attended to. Slipi 
leather, felt and woolwork v 
borders. Bath i robes, smoki 
lounging jackets 
man wants can be obtained in 
Xariety.

Furniture forms a good so 
Apparently the desire tor mi® 
signs, in fumed oak has not wi 
there are many cabinets, settees 

.writing desks and tabourets 
severe but leasing style. There ! 
dainty Sheraton pieces; ott 
golden oak. But Morris chairs 
be the particular favorite. Th< 
great range of prices for thes 
fortable articles of^érniture. 
leather bag cushions are side 
with the most modern ideas 
holçtery. To put Ur shortly, aim 
thing thought ol^ for good sul 
Christmas gifts can be obta 
Spencer’s.

in fact eve

y Weiler Bros.
For seme weeks past the hi 

apartments of Weilec Bros., 
meuÇ street store, have been 
with Christmas buyers. Origins 
well-known Victoria firm contint] 
almost entirely to the manufact] 
^ale of furniture. Now, howev] 
line ip a comparative incident® 
stock which may be viewed is a] 
as it is possible to-conceive. It] 
from the dainty china cup to tti 
we mahogany bed-room set. 
rooms are tastefully adorned, tl 
dow decorations being in keepln 
the season.

When a répôltèr called at tn 
yesterday morning and explain]

I
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“Farewell, sahibs,” she said. “Maylof the powerful stallion which carried: I should gain. the river's, bank. I kept | deuce. Unless he and his Rajputs yield- soldier took his cue from his master in he skilled in the new <■ 1
: Allah prosper you!’ , ■ Sainton during the march from Agra on until the, prqseaoe of villagers cans- led willing help It wae*ard: indeed to the matter -of disregarding the ring of then penetrating’the- tiasi k ,‘")Us

6he read Jahangir's letter twioe be -j And "with that she was gone. , Ere| caused his master to growl:— - | ed me to-hide-ju,the tope-of'trees whence see what-could- be done. Two ' and steel which girt• them both. sumption that -he «so* .a"1 11,1 iH-
fore she spoke, and, even then, there they were fuiiy resolved thàt this was, It seems a daft thing to me, Walter, I first saw you, „;-I idared not reveal I twenty' men, well mounted,-might: if But Fateh Mohammed must added the last dron in ÎL 1‘"Til1
was - au odd restraint in her manner indeed, the end, they heard the hoof- to ferry.these ill-mannered brutes so far. myself,-to - the .- natives, because they fortunate, achieve something: two’ toen have hurried judging from the sueed of which had been so iiniieirm^i “ °i "f ":i
when she addressed Mowbray pnd Sain-, beats of her retreating cavalcade, Soon They are it, good condition now. Why would contint* me /bnek-to the column, atotië, with- hundreds ^ '' to him -,Wi emusl>' a±Si
ton, who with the Chief Eunuch had they knew, from the distant commotion, not sell them ah the nett big town, add being fearful-lest the poldiera should pil- were'utterly powerless. Which oat of the dust8so ^d- ' Having TàertEiued-wh.n ,, ■■
accompanied her.in silence. . • • that the Emperors troopers wee with- let Jai Singh purchase others for his lage- them for concealing me. So I lay It vras whilst Jai ^Stogh was strenu- àenly that there was barely time to “»W»t be expected he gave orT ° "rt

“Jahangir told his envoy the chief part drawing to their last camping-place. return np country? ctose all day, witUontmo touch as a drink ously opposing Sainton's'suggestion of 8toD tj,e lumbering beast and avoid a it was to be received wftl, », 11 u
of that which he has written. Ibrahims Mowbray, a prey to titou^te which I^have been thinking of that same of crater, until the good God sent your a .direct attack that Walter, inspired by collation The nawab was a stout man As soon as the sowar ".‘T ll'"l"f- 
message is exact in so far as it touches he conld ill control, stood with Sainton Pfen, agreed his friend. “Let, us. «0»- lordships towards my hiding place. Then idle chance, hit upon a plan the very dar- though vonng and it was bis ambition north, ventre a terre the aV *-Tl
your affair#. I will fulfil the Emperor’s a little apart from, the cluster of mud suit Jai Singh, and hear what he says.” I felt that I was safe." lug of,which commended itseff to themv ti^wav in l«e ouicklv This mounted and SttSSed «wu-'T? **
behests in all save one slight matter. huts adjoining .their bivouac. Roger, But the shrewd old Rajput opposed There was a spice of humor in the To be sure, Roger. long remained stub- laudable aim arose however from a the ranks of the halted cavn.1 ' /
You must not return to Agra. The sympathizing^ with the stress of his the suggestion. He pleaded that no such tragedy of hi, story. He cahed Indian born ere he would agree to It. At baie intent ThT’ morl wéalth he Walter, chatting^ tffahlv . ■
Ganges lies a short march .ahead, and, comrade » reflections, gazed at the stars cattle could be bought in Lower Ben- Mahomedans “black,”'and with all the last he yielded. Admittedly, the pro- amassed in a little time the more splendors of the court comitni 1
now that I have Jahangirs wiritten and softly whistled a few bars of an air gal, and that they themselves would be assurance of the whitest white who ever ject was a forlorn hope, yet none other speedily could he gratify his ignoble bred fairly serviceable lmrJ, "" ‘" ™
promise to pay you, there is no reason popular in the North glad of good mounts when they them- entered the country. But the English- they could propound gave such prom- posions Such a person is nsually hec- lalf <*s many armed guards of” n"
why I should not discharge his obllga- I Qmtted the river to ride into Cal- men were more concerted in the char- ise of speedy realization, and nothing ioriag towards his înferioto and servîle Kage train. He estimate ,
tiens.” . , O. doye«*en Elsie Mariey, honey— entta. The argument prevailed, though acter of hig news than in his way of could shake their resolve that Fra Pie- tothhseTbove him Atnresmt hewas l«r number would brtog,n

“I have brought no great store of The wife that selle the barley, honey? his real intent w.as to sell the animals ae imparting it. While each a gang as the tro must be 4aved. aq Qf a twitter owing to the unexpected the futility of a surprise attn. kl
money,” put in Ibrahim nervously. For Elsie Mariey e grown so fine, ^ soon as their backs were turned and swash-bucklers of Abdul Aziz infested The horses were quietly disembark- presence of a messenger from the Em- w,‘icli Roger hnd^uggeWd

“Said I aught to thee? she blazed She wean t get up to feed the swine. procure wretched tats for himself ane the neighborhood, it behooved them to ed; by present payment, and promise of Deror whilst his informant had not fail- Quite demonstrated Fven F
“It will be thy tun, to u k‘6 comrades thereby netting a very keep watch andrward until the maraud- greater reward, a guide was obtained ed ra annrise him of Mowbray's impera- w"e created and the ho! ,!j

the Emperor demande a But Jai Singh, who had elected to go handsome profit. ers were far remeyed.- - Moreover, the from the village; .and the whole party,, yve m;en anfl the half-veiled menace of disorder, what conkl be done ®
with them to Calcutta, did not scruple to In life, it is ever the trivial things magnitude of the" affair was alarming, less da Silva and ■ three trustw.orthy his words and every other day for week.- h*' 'l'lr,
^akin pn his new master's reverie, that count A straw would have sway- IF the Hugh!! dietfldt Were overrun, the men, set 08 under the etarMght to T tp.ii-.. Met ty men bnrthetied Vitfi a lm ■rl1''P:i"
To him, no matter what the comedy ed them to barter thè horses at Dina- other stations'at Calcutta-'and lower march across country by field paths. less captives, for da Silva itifc
played by hte mistress, oûe woman more pore, Had they done- so tilts history down the ri¥ef Wuld be ' difficult.1 of' The three Rajputs who remained be- 55?»n™«de it certain that nearly all ,lllTTrt 
or.iesa in the world was of little ,m- WOuld have changed'ite course. access. Da 8flta,'in reply to farther hind were charged to safeguard the ”*2«* *W«e soldiers had &Uen ° T’r
p0Sv- • "-tV-j- • v r «was their hustom to pass trough questions, sSiCWt the Peking of the boats and prevent any entering vil- fierce fight at H^hli. The 13? St«

' . ' «c we too, march tonight, sahib? populous places without stopping. Seen Portuguese eol&y took place nearly, a lager from carrying news to the distant erid h.vî trF would be roused. Bvew \
he asked, when 6e.discovered Mowbray fr0m the banks, they attracted little at- mBnth since, so^Jahangir must Bave des' columii. Da Silva was left not only dan would deem it a relMm,^!*>,r,n'e-
en«Sle»0llt8®rîe îhe tention, which suited their purpose bet- patched his murderôjïâ order soon after because he was paralyzed with fright 1 slay the Giaours and thêv w*!7 tn

was »e cart reply. ter than to leave behind them a trail of he c«ne to the tbron^ Were his couri- at the bare thought of falling aglin caredmot for consequences. perish miroraMy ' Yes hh Z ! " '
Then, sabib, if Khuda permits it, let surmise and goesip.. The dull villagers ers carrying » similar mandate to the into the hands of his captors, but also. So tiie soi-disant courier of Jahangir jaTjng pian. now tha(; (]l

us sleep. Three tunes in one jnonth they encountered had no ideas be- west coast? Won# the Christian posts on account of the suspicion his pres- saluted the nawab with dignity and was pagge(i promised ultimitn iarr 'r
have-we passed restless nights in this ac- yodd the state of the crops and at Surat, Ahmedabad, and Bombay.also ence in their company would arouse. sa™— . ,. . .. and his heart throbbed at 'the ZT'

Tlll?8C. the prospects of an early mon- be given to the flames? Before daybreak they reached the Be pleased to dismount and walk that two Englishmen alone analhî"Clt
“Ha! Wily are these poor dwel'ings gooo. Hence, they slipped quietly, Certainly, here was a dilemma. Yel main road, a dust-laden track with, apart with me. His Majesty’s words arc unfriended in a powerfnl f .rliL "",1

m°ît than any others passed ;f slowly, over a very long stretch of their only course, precarious though it slight pretense to the characteristics u°t «r, a]' e.*rs- should have adopted such a '
on, tfi” load. their journey to the sea without any im- might be, was to guard against sudden of a highway other than the occasional Fateh Mohammed, although nervous, and carrje(1 ît triumphantiv tn 1 rlov“e

I know not, sahib, unless it be a portant event breaking the monotony attack, keep to the river, and endeavor felling of trees and the cutting of an î®*1 «lightly flattered. It was new to gate of achjeTemenf p y
meeting place of evil spirits. When the 0f peaceful nights and restful days. at all hazards to reach the sea. approach wherever the steep banks of ”,lm to be addressed in that way. He For this was his scheme rr
Mabaran, came this way to Burdwan The prankg which fortune had played Ere night fell. Jai Singh and a sowar a nullah offered a barrier to the pass- at the single Rajput trooper who, that_ ,ong ere Nur MHh„, Lf'e l'"i
she wept all_night and refused to be them in the past might have warned made an extensive reconnaissance on age of a caravan. If it had none of held Mowbray s horse, and saw forty ]v established as the desnot- nf firn '
comforted. When she returned she wept them that this idyllic existence could not horseback beyond the perimeter of the the virtues it held full measure of the lus .own men within instant call, so He wag 8Hre th>at a w0m»n , u po1; 
■gam, for it was here we rested after cantinue. But the fickle jade gave them village. They returned, to report that vices inseparable from traffic. Though be had no fear in his mind other than ftn(j arygtjc tast6R Wonld «■«,. n,"
regaining the great road. Tonight, when no giortent. Little did they realize that many fires were tit ip the locality de- animals alone, camels for the most that instilled by the vagne threats con- iow.mjn(jed King back from ‘ Z'1 '
I saw her smiling whilst she conversed 8terp times were come again when one scribed by the half-caste. part, carried Indian merchandise yver veyed to him by the leader of the guard, gade policy with regard tn 7 n"
with your Lordship, I thought the spell evening, whilst strolling.ashore oh a high By this time, de.Silva’s confidence was long distances, the ryots were wont to who now stood near and Watched the Therefdre. the instant t,i «S'i’*!™’'
was broken. Yet, by the beard of bank and Idly y etching, the Rajputs somewhat féstoredi âhd He bethought use heavy twowheeled carta, drawn nawab for a signal. ... . . that Fateh Mohammed has hl>nrt
manu, now she is gone»— and watering the horse», a man, black as a himself of the miserable-lot of his fellow by oxen, and the numerous ruts left by He followed Walter xrtlbngly enough pill go neatly prenared fm-him1 ,v.enD 'e
for what ? to- indulge the fancy of a negr0) dut dressed In semi-European captives. these caused the so-called road to bear until they could nôt be Overheard if they pQt a c^pig of _ Ï™’ ,tbe..RaJ'
king who murdered that-good man, Sher costume, suddenly appeared from a “Ah!” hè sighed, “what would' I not more semblance to a ploughed field than spoke in low tones. utmost speed to Arm «ndm”
Afghan. dump of trees crowning the promontory give to help them-. Think of that graci- the land Which was actually tilled, as ' Information has reached the Em- Mahal as to the wav in which N”r

_It may be that the local fiends are carved from the land -by a bend of the ons lady, the Countess-di Cabota, being the Indian plough merely scratches the peror, began Walter, that Abdul hed been' usumerf y?*1’}”8'/]
unfriendly to her and not to thee, .Tai stream at that point. subjected . to such indignities! Though ground and leaves no furrow. Aziz, whilst carping out the royal man- nQt -ain8ay it kit miwi t *
Singh, Sleep in peace. XV e march be- Half running, half staggering, he made she looks yonng enough, she is very The whole party halted at some dis- date to prevent the pî smooth their oath ailZuM h« t0
times in the morning. towards them. Aa he came nearer, they stout, and she Suiters' greatly from thè tance from the road itself. It was es- Foriuguese.tradera in Bengal, attacked augbt untoward hapnenZ TnZs Y

He knew-full well that ambition was perceived that be was in desperate vagaries of the tnulé on which she it sential that the presence of a body of- and burnt £he settlement at Hugh , k was to collect as manv^of Shw If
the sprite which plagued Nur Mahal. plight. His garments were blood-stain- strapped. And th*u, the good priests! horse should not be discovered, So, at ed many of th®.'^habitants, and dee re7ainerg 68 Were availahl, rns4fghin s
It had tortured many before her, nor. £,f Mg gait *nd aBp*ct-toM of abject I can see them n9W,'patiently enduring this point, Mowbray and SaintoH bade P»tdied the survivors nnm^ermg some M^®®® aga‘Z'e’’lrn;’namb;>=;
wonid it cease to vex ma^nd long fei|jj h1j,e8^8 Ugtedëa ^ th(Me of a contumely and .insult, and answering each Other farewell. Never before, dur- hundreds, to the Imperial court at place. They would ^nd™!v?r tT«L r
afiteï her restless soul was stilled etern- hunted ffiWn'; dtid, sittiator token, his each blow.with,a/prayer.” ing their many wanderings, had they Agra _ , ^ ££?
fife „ hands were weighted with heavy gyves “A Couritess?’ asked Mowbray. “Hpw separated, in the course of any enter- JTb® EBrndw ^ (ntevnowdi ers who could ride the Eu«me»ne^S,V.n

In truth, said Roger, as they walk- 0f a fashion usually intended for ‘the came a lady of rank to be in an Indian prise which threatened disaster or' B®tt®r hear me . ’ T”,, , after plunging reck 1-essH- into rental
ed slowly after Jai Singh, “I am resolv- leas of nrisonera station?” death. x Mowbray, with a serions smile. It » „ n-uugiug recaiessiy into Centra!
ed now that your lucky star shines over “Gad”’ cried Roger staring at the “Ther say she was jealous of her Walter handed Ito his dfeconsolato most fortunate that Abdul Aziz himself If nntïn of r®acbing Bom-
these hovels, lad. Had you tried to apparition, “tois^cit ÎS tie bf husbaj,/ wh5 %sT vâÿ Lîdsome friend the box of jewels. % ' ^ does not march with tiie convoy; other- hay^ If noUiU. some could to, saved,
shoe you filly eh<| would have raqnited that- image of flatri who gteeted us on tian, and wtieivhe, was mimed Gover- “fl things go awry,” he said with a wise, jny misatin would he of » Walter> prSiawtacS^ IST4*5 011
yon by kicking you into themn thy fire.” ^ not of y, e' Fort«b'2|e poraessiuns in emfté;' "fan will be the last to" nature. Of cours®, jou^have^^“«theard vyVtor.^p^^ ,Uccess. _ If,,however,

“My soul that wonld bti-the-proper be be q,, devil o8e hath the East In4ie»W5sisM on coming Roger." of recent toccurrenceh in the Emperors activelyXstif^it wm ti.Zhï Z
Ipt of au iud.fferent sm.th,” saH Mow- him,„ -eM,. with him- J8ut Aiied of a fever, and “Aye, lad,” was the rueful response, houeehtid?’’ \ - «rid «TtaTto toto defato
& (îUC .™tisonm^e • to h”ht™hIr”?W 1#?t “MT.'StiHl.ot be aware thhtile JWrng» his pretended mission

up of «mtradictions that he missed Nur [ugu^*_ -v- ” 8 . “Are^^-'woroea among the “Your hfart says so, bat yonr head beautiful Her whew only tonra?4hich Üd"»»l,”.‘l,î
Mahal sorely now that he bad seen the.. œe! Save.me; for the’lbvè of prisoners?’ ,it-/ warns you that We have chosen the bet- tod*h«*X' ««5ria® attZtit at^dtight of whito
last of her God,' if ye are Christians!” "‘About fdrtyA-yonr lordship, but ter way. Good-by!” _ j would becoine a widov^iit5d Mowbray would nririlvWm-n a l whom

“Ecod, if thap 18 your way of think- Their long voyage with Catiaip Gar- some are converts. Perhaps twenty, all “Gd*feby, Walter, and may the Bord ff*1 nT’sW^lhan to dead She h® could trust inPorder to^meate a di- 
ing, why you give her a hearty had taught them saffieleit of the told, are Eurepww^ke myself." be with you”’ ^ ^**«1 HerVobrioMly.l^ the chief
hue When jflti led you fortbinto the field ij^Qg franca of the htob seed at that Walter . reprouS ,,the temptation to Accoffipamed by a tingle Rajpnt berselt ,is. 5nl.ta°a risk .of^ailaw. ' ,*a* lCrZhL,
of cbWpeas?vWotoen W«LMt yield ^rtod lb tftfaerstàMfî^rrénac: appeal;--langh.;.'..........  ' trooPsFi,QATd loflto specially regiti **« «rt faaa HI ttalfcgto ip Si,is !
to a squeeze when *«T;ery(-‘Bshew! to Waiter stooped and patted hi» shonlder “I.tKs à graft ifttte>,” he Said, “and mmdti' by‘ Jai Sitigh, Walter turned P.®a° ?î Nnr Mahal would ro
a 8!»h- My-mother,told encouragiwgly. He found it Itord to ar- Portugal shouM? >venge . it heavily hie horse’s 'Read towards the road. The jJ£?*a&Ntoriv eJSfcv Judge tot ymir- fahangir*» mind that Fateh

" “Rnrdwsn Without »-husband is not “I t>ray to the saints, if ever *e see range a sentence in the man’s language, WhUe the times’ ate frgsh m your others,^^ led by their guide, rode off into "anangw s a wiifLv^when ebe heats of hammed would be acclaimed.as a most
to ,^i.rT^.srn htnMti England again, thy mother tfihy.tell thee but he managed to say:— . mtodXu aé7# ypll can remember. I the jUDgle, where &ey were speedily ^ “e S(22Judfdons peipon when he reaped Agra
dVmLt Lhnw sa^ when to hold thy tongue,” cried Walter “Have no fear. We are Engli*.” shai) set them dqwn for (he informa- lost to sight. ®“”SJ  ̂vtnf^ uttie' a-ti, by consequence, that tiT himself
aftor™OTraingtaré ând^inJ^ it ” said. wmthfully. whereat Roger .wtistied Then it occurred to him that one who tion of the ïrst >orf»gese ,, official I -g^n the 6un dissipating the dawn- îrh.adef^Tctorint of'hie actidn^. But and Sainton would have no difficulty in

fla ^to .another...bar of “Eleiè. Mariey;” afld rWandered in such fashion .throng, the ep«,tmter,; , 4 , --, mist, disclosed k cloud of'dust rising ^nl mW thl fro^o of Nnr Proceeding to the wést c<»st by the di-
himsel'f attempted to deprive the under- Wlnked portentously .at. a gnarled ..and wilds of Indi* must etmelg ;know Hin- $ha roll ; progressed until da Silva jlowly frbm the track some two miles vfahal Hénce I hâve been despatched *eat overlenad rente; At any rate, grant-
m.Zni uf enecch nf il» v'mevRr wizened village head,-man. who cowered dustam, so. he continued:— ......... reached the ecelesggstice. . . southwards. Walter advanced at a mi.!™ * Had Ah&I been1 ed 016 less favorable outcome, they

“SpaZ^such m-tirn^ tikes," Sowl- ln Ms blanket close-to their fire. The “There are none hrfe to harm yon. “FireLJet me^ totik of the.Francia- walMng pace. He was dressed with o™nt^n^n^toïjL^bad^dwktibut^to mad® sure of saving Fra iPletro, who,
ed Mowbrav angrily in English bnt oMfejlow wondered dully what all these Why are yon chained? Of Whom are cans. Who, that know him, would not unusua| care. His long sword was ?. bri,i,. tn b;8 absence it after all, most enlisted their sympaties.
ïtogeronl/aynsw^d--,n i5nB‘81’.UC comings and goings of great folk Wok- yon so afraid?’ „ w ietp0 ! slnng from a handsbme baldrick; Sher to A°d °»w the sowar was feeding to

“Gad! if the quip run not with thy ®°ed, but the giant’s humor pleased him The man, a Portuguese half-cMte, ‘Fra Pietro! -'»« _ . Afghan’s dagger shone to bis belt; a ligto to the cand^M to your charge that, the «reed rendezvons to apprise Roger
knnwifl 1-— I* o #tan Haro a era in ” grütlj. It wm p Topi tious to be thus who, like iu&Dy of his clflsd, more T6- Thcrs was many a Brother Peter cloak of ouilted silk trimmed with rich ^ , . . *V , « mtj. mv - v and Jai Singh that all had zone wellmïi^r^ertoattos.evel*eaded « »ord ^ the earth. sem-bied an African than i, Indian^ In the Francisran- erder, yet the words gfrte, Ms «ZuTders These “ ^be" tra.M "wito all courtsy«d thus far No wonder Mowbray tot
comrade appreciated the situation sane- •Thenceforth, their days and nights save in respect to his smpoth, blue-black smote Mowbray a ears with a sadden accessories, together with his plumed tf. t$ and indeed brought to aee, elated, and that his confident air left
b™Ind was1! indeed, advising him how &ovided an uneventful retord of quiet hair, seemed to be too lazed to do other menace of disa?t®r „ hat. heavy riding boots, and attire of More0toey raaA A^a that it is room to I*teh Mohammed’s ■
to act Yet he was torn by a thousand traveL They reached AHanabad next than pour out ;t^mÿ,ujg demands axx^F6? me °^ • ï - & F he 6ftld* dark cloth, gave a distiisBiiished ap- desïim of the Binneror to recom- n° 8hadow^of suspicion. But his gaiety,
conflicting emotions. That field of toil- day, and the local Kotwal was minded succor. tnld of t>earance to °11» whose face and figure them^n every wây/’ subdued, and decorous as became a per-
let had been to him a bed of nettles, to *Pve them seme trouble. He. was better than words, to*reOTstiTe him, lift- Da Silva, glib of tongue now, told of proclaim^ him à cavalier of high line- p «rpv- fhpv flTP%ot to be set at lib- who ranked high in the trust of a 

rt Jle was stiH smarting ft£m üieX cowed instantly when Walter exhibited ed the heavy finks which connected the a monk who-*as.sent to India nearly ; Hig attendant, too, had donned Flt^ Mohammed who kl*g, was rudely dispelled by the first
5 Jc^Uection If Not ^hal ote^d AkbaFs order to the Treasurer, which fetters on hi# wrists; - — „ the state livery of his fomer master. J&tw5*b5^w5 » of the wo-begone prisoners. He
berself twice to no man, assuredly she he had forgotten to hand to Ibrahim Mayhap,’ be said, If thy hands two weTe saperbly mounted, and announcement that he quite forgot to fi5Bî encountered a batch of men each
was a woman whom few men would with the receipt. Nevertheless, being areireed thy tongue may loosen itself. , cipline, or rl.®;A80™eT well calculated, by their style and bear- . » vérification of it chained securely after the manner in
refuse at the first asking. And to what now well versed in the ways of Indian With that, he tore apart the rivets /Hwrp ing« to take by 8urPrise the leader of 8«In .ai^nBer Tes They are to be whicli da Silva was manacled, but now
purpose had he thrust her away? For officials, he marveled at the man s hec- binding the chain to the bracelets. Two *^ere R rabble host marching through a coun- l fed a!,/provided with means boand together by strips of cowhide,
ill he knew to the c^trary, Nellie Roe toring manners, since this city; situated mighty tugs, and the chain lay on the wee nwr^samt who walkedn the earth ^ where all wajB new to hlg eyes. of ^ev^nce in each maSer u to apparently, a few had escaped like
might be married these two years. He on the confluence of the Ganges and the ground. BuLthis exhibition of strength more For Mowbray, as shall be seen, had h fh 7 fhpv are the Emperor’s gnests. the half-caate. They were haggard, foot-
had conversed with that sprightly maid Jumna, was one of the chief resting- merely-stupefied the captiv^. Surprise too. X®®' «eprepared fils measutes judiciously. Bnt thev must go to AgraP It could not sore end in rags. Poor souls, they had
during half a day. He had kissed her places for merchants passing between made bun dumb. It was not until they r,- nS 1 i t V When he sighted the mounted vanguard' 5, Lhe^Li«e Thev must be maintained taken advantage of the unexpected halt
once. He had seen her fall fainting in- the Mogul capital and the Hughli delta, led him to the boats and gave him some ®,w° JaeP?i?YvS of the convoy he clapped spur# to his , nfi'} »- restored in Ben- t0 lie down again in the dust. Such was
to the armsof Anna Gave, as anygirl Even at that date the Bay of Bengal food, which he ate ravenously, that they the sailors on-board m Etoglmh ship and,’ followed 'by his orderiy, a?d their m”ery that they had lost all hu-
might have done who witnessed the ar- was becoming noted a# the site of im- were able to extract an intelligent story wiuch ^^Ped towards them at a rapid pace. JL* Inî^keiTto insure their future safe- man interest They looked at Walter
rest of a young cavalier for whom she portant trading stations. It was pass- from him. • ^ _ , Purely ip must havem^'.Fra pal1£g up within a f€w yard^ of the mea°s takento answe= toeirfumre bbx^ and hfe cotopanion with lack-lustre eyes,
felt a passing regard and whose ill for- mg strange that the civil head of Alla- With many a vow cO the Mother of astonished soldiers, who were already , AMnl Ilke th<>8e on the P°int of death who re-
tunes were incurred to tier behalf. Frail kabad should be so impolitic. Mercy and all the chief saints in the cal- friar to a““”tely. He was, indeed, cnn,nlting ag t0 the Mentis and errand “T^^tento^nei-" îain eo,me a,imm®r of consciousness yet
bonds, these, to hold to leash a warm- No restrictions were placed on his endar, the fugitive, a youth of twenty, very thi^paUid, with lar^ brown eyes of y,,, nni00ked-for embassy, he shont- -^tida^nfiSÎ^Mred What is more 111176 «’ready quitted the living world,
blooded youth! movements, however, and the incident who said his name was Antotno d®, ^at seemed to be ever contemnlating ed gternIy:_ Vaio you^imprepared. What is more Fateh Mohammedi giving a gidelonR

His adventurous soul spurred him on scarce demanded farther thought. In- Silva, told them how Abdul Adz, a. theliap^ness of hehven. V “Halt, in the Etoperor’s name! Bring nff1 onens' SeVner of onnortnnitv to™ n° itiance at Jahamrir’s envoy, saw the
to follow the career which Nnr Mahal deed, the Kotwal deigned to help him by fanatical Mnealman of high poaitmn m falter set as de his tableto and Abd“,a ^ hittieTat once”’ ^Lr Th. EmnLr isTeo-handed He ?tern frown to his face and began to
offered him. Ib those days, when the ordering his men to belabor the curious Bengal, had treacherous^ attacked tie tod Mnto^who calcu,atedthat thTs assumption, taffi?ûhar.U^toh!r^lAv! ®îPjain.
world was young, a stout heart apd a crowds which hampered progress Portuguese colony a* Hughli, There. “*“«*®* of authority would- not be questio&ed, ÎTT.5 th!'tiMii*Ttask of inforting Abdul Aziz ils hard man," he eur-
ready sword wire a man’s'chief ere- thtough; the bazaar, for ,-ttt fame of .wa» «fight,, n, -whichmany were ldlMP™1®*1® .**1««f»' .f6»! might hap- e he mistaken. ' l£tm nn^Sklv ^Ibn fnlfflled mnred. “He gave Us orders and -Leonid
dentials. In no land'did they Md to the SaintW>;,«tat$ire. Tread- Uk?, witi-fira, but the- multitude of atttutgtn, no tees ‘ : ail "Itl not 'tam‘td ÿoi/ lby5rablè: î ™r. ,îplfillea :on!y obey.” .
Paradise of happy phance more readily and nptobera of wild-eyed Hindus camq 'than’ the jnexpecteff Aatnra of. preronti thatVÀWui truth' ¥et M»wbray stifled his rage. He must
than in India, whe^re the;gpldfcn fn.it to gaze at him., , , . - Jhe ttsanlt snfflee* tp carry^ the town in pe*Ierity bf-gWi- ptih to hte-voice, jÿg one wfcb <*ptfllh' jour k^tih D^eera'mcon- ^ iwt to the end.
of the pagoda tree was ever ripe for Here, they were able to test the value by storm. After lodttog flto etwree^ Ab- TO-Wt,»- • , . of the guard. : - , yonr lotosmp sees tne aimenity i at , . “Of eomee,” he 'said, “there were dif-
him who dared to shake a Iqden branch, of N«r. Mahal’s g»ft. Deeming it wise dul Aziz paraded tfae snrviTOTS. offerea Why, what site lad? demand- M<^WL-. exhibited wéll-feigned sur- ,^'hidden hein von dienel them ficeMee.' This is no time to tell these
And yet, and yet—a lover’s'kise to an to replenish tiieir small stock of ready degrading terns to those df both sexes ed the giant, suspending his assault on r“owfiray ®«iBited weu-teigned sur i am bidden heip^ you d^el them. unfortunateg of the EmperOT.s regtet.
English garden withheld him frota the monay, -eked out as it, was by a sum who would" become Mahomedans, and, the hanneto of a dee®, though, to be , Abdn, Aziz—for which te mre ttrat nehhlr a mnle nw 0nI®r them to be freed and- given good
clamor of it all. which she had entrusted to Jai Singh when only three men and one woman sbrer he had his mouth full. . AD%“ “e mand. Be sure that neither a ronie nor Then let them rest all this day* It^ae fortunate, perhaps, in that hour for thp expense of the escort, they sold yielded out of TOme two hundred pris- “You remember ^ Fra Pietro, who ^ydg^a°y, th® Prophet—who com- a^ woman can *aeh ouB?n until horses and camels are procured for
of fiercest temptation, that Nnr Mahal font email diamonds in the bazaar. The oners, despatched the whole company, saved us from the Inquisition? m,S2aJ °< tw.i, Mcih.mm.s It1 clemency come through yon in tomorrow-s march.”
was too proud to stoop again to conquer, gems brought a thousand rupees, after strongly guarded, to the northern capi- “Remember himl” cried Roger. “I ^ vour^Excelie^” d’ ^ hF^rei,PeMoham^ed' flushed deeply nn- 11,6 8t°ut commander obeyed in- 
There were not wanting signs to-her some bargaining, so it was evident, even tal. shall forget my own name first. nep ew, y jvxc ncy. Fateh Mohammed nnsmed ueepiy un 8fantitr with such dennneintions of his
quick intelligence that Mowbray was to non-experts, that the two hundred Hearing this story, which so curiously Mowbray pointed to the dying light “Pass, the /word .to haït, th*n, ^and der hia‘ bronee skin. myrmidons and such appeals o the
fighting with besets at Ephesus. Yet she stones to the little cedar cabinet, some bore out the accuracy of ' Nor Mahal’e on the western horizon. Against the ride at speed- to brmg him hither. ^ and eet his feet apart. A dazzling vista p^phet toat his own men deemed him

by word or took, to join the being very large and pare, must be worth information, the two Englishmen look- golden purple of the sky was silhonet- Fair Europeans, practically English- opened before hia minds eye. He pic- temLratjly ir^ïne wtile some among
contest, andit may be that her Eastern even more than the price estimated. ed at each other. ted the indigo line of the great central men, were rarer than white-blackbirds, hired Abdul Aziz, whose, severe tenets ™aj ’̂e JmJ^heirheads
brain conceived a7more subtle way of With the money thus obtained they “Now we know why she bade ns take plain of India. m India at that period. The Portn-; he loathed to ao far as they restrained tQ aacerta,P1y if the h d h d arigllt.
achieving her object. She brought forth purchased thyee roomy, flat-bottomed the river,” said “Had we gone “He is among those unhappy people,” suese were, for the most part, so his own gr”* desires, s^togibg The plight of the women was not so
the tittle box of cedar wood and handed boat#, spacious enough to house the by thè road we had encountered these he said. “Unless I err greatly he is swarthy as to nval the brown skin,of mm tree, white a mourning, had. None save the youn^ and good
it to Walter. V whole party, man and horse. Assured unfortunates. there because he helped us to escape. natives. Never had the Musulman journeyed back in state to take up an had been brought from Hughli.

4‘Take heed, Ibrahim,” she said, “that that these would be no difficulty in se- “We are much beholden to her,” said Perchance he was banished because officer encountered a man of such mien assured position. Mowbray .watched Th^\re gied with ingles and
I have given the sahiba diamonds to the curing food and fodder on the long river Mowbray. “But how and when did you they feared to put him to death. Roger, a“d semblance, who, moreover, spoke narrowly. He saw the mans vanity ieg and we{£ degtined for the zen- 
valne of a lakh and a half. You shall voyage they did not burthen their craft contrive to escape?” he went on, filling what say yon?” Jhe aristocratic lànguage-of the court puffing him up hke the frog m the fable. of such cmirt favorites as might
prepare a full qtfitÇance for the Em- with a bulk of stores. Nevertheless, Antdmo’s empty plate again, ,eSay!" What is there to say! Sit jn 8,1 lts eonoroue purity. Neverthe- and he conld «CTree restrain a smile at a fartey to them All the older wo-
peror, and Mowbray-sahib shall sign it. their preparations, though simple, con- “Yesterday, at the close of a weary thee down, lad, and eat while we think. I?88* was Passing: strange that the the thought that, an all probability, this men massacred in cold blood.
Be speedy.” sumed several days, for, to the native march—” We mun have him out, whole and BmP®ror should choose such a measen- fantastic scheme would actually result Theré were iplg who had iost tbeir

She gave Walter a quick look from of India, Kal (tomorrow) is as precious “Yesterday! Ie the convoy so close hearty, though éverÿ cut-throat be- 8er* . . ' , in the way he had described, But it mo*yieiSi wives who had seen their hus-
those wonderful eyes of hers. a word as Manana to the Spaniard. then?” tween here and hèlLbafrëd the way.” “Forgive me,, your Honor, he stam- was necessary to strike while the iron bandg cut t0 D[eces before their eyes.

44Whilst Ibrahim inscribes the re- At last, after a weary delay, towards Da Silva pointed to the west. ». mered, “but I must have some author- glowed, so he continued impressively:— 0. them; too brooded a settled des-
ceipt,” riie continued, “you should which Mowbray strongly suspected the “The party is not more than five ity before. I------ ” “Above all things, keep yonr own -r Tears had long been dried. There
choose your attendants.” Kotwal contributed indirectly, the huge miles distant over there,” he said. ff'It CPA-PTER XIV. “Does Jahangir need to speak twide counsel. You and I can be discreet, if remainea onlv a hanntinc terror of the

“At this hour?” ocier-woven sails of their buggalows were chanced last night that there was some by my mouth? Am I to exhibit the others know your mind they have you J ,
“Why not? When an Emperor is hoisted, and the unwietoly caravels lum- confusion owitig to the advance guard “As if a Wheel had been in the midst seal of the Conqueror of the World to at a disadvantage, for they can shape Prominent among them if onlv

urgent the night becomes day. I begin bered slowly down stream. Owing to having gone beyond the agreed camp- of a wheel.” the first who questions me?” their conduct to further their own ends . f - rich^gg cf her soiled gar*
the march back to Agra forthwith.” the ever-changing channel, the numerous Ing-ground. We prisoners were hurried —Ezekiel x. 10. The officer simply could not with- while skilfully defeating yours. ments was the Countess di Cabota. Al-

Even the ijrearled Chief Eunuch would sand-banks, tiie occasional barriers of back in the dark. Passing through a * stand Mowbray's grand ajr. He civilly “The Emperor’s wishes snail be lock- s^e was jn Eastern eyes, be
have protested, but she did not deign to half-sunkep trees and other debris, they wood, and scarce able to walk owing to Roger’s cheery optimism ;was an ex- asked the other to await his return, ed within my .heart, said the other in wjvclainir by reason of her fair skin, 
heed his stammering words. It took could not move during the hours of day- fatigne and the weight of my fetters, I cellent thing in itself. Nevertheless, the gave some orders to the guard, and van? a tone of absolute confidence. . brown eyes and exceedingly plump
Ibrahim some time to write all Jahan- light. At night they tied up near some stumbled over a rock and fell into a best of good-will capâdt withstand the ished in the dust-cloud which enshroud- K,Tis well! I will accompany you ghe wag und0llbtedly over thirty
giris titles on the parchment which set village, where young goats, eggs, pool- hoUow. I lay there, expecting to be logic of hard fact, atid prolonged dis- ed the remainder of the column. Wal- to the .prisoners—Jahangirs guests— yearg’0f age Hence, she owed her life [j
forth Nnr Mahal’s settlement of Ak- try, milk, and grain were obtainable, roused with a lance-thrust, but careless _cussion of the meaqs whereby Fra Pie^ ter saw that the troopers surrounded after despatching my attendant to sum- that whick many another woman risks
bar’s debt When the last flourish was At times, the people were eo poor that what Ate awaited me. When I discov- tro might be rescue^ revealed an under- him as if by accident. He paid not mon my escort.’ ^er yfe avoidt namelv, a somewhat
drawn, and Mowbray had appended his even these primary commodities ran ered that I had not been missed, hope taking bristling with difficulties. After the slightest attention to the manoeu* “Your escort?” . too pronounced developm*ent of a figure

to the script, with Roger’s cross short, tmt, on the whoje, they fared well, gave me renewed strength. I rose, and extracting from da Silva all the ma- ver, but took his hat and fanned his “Surtfly you cannot imagine that the natllrally inclined to solidity,
a# agreeing to the same, the masterful A week's quiet voyaging did wonders went rapidly along the rdhd in front, terial information he possessed, they face nonchalantly. Behind him, the Emperor's courier rode with only one The unhappy lady—perhaps by suh-
lady herself was equipped for the road, for their horses. The hardy country- thinking that search wonld not be made considered a hundred varying expëdî- Rajput sowar sat his horse like a carv- sowar! You see he wears tiie livery of tl operation of the principle noblesse

She sought no private leave-taking of breds became sleek and fat. When far in that direction, whereas any at- ents, rejecting one. proposal after an- ed statue. Scarce comprehending what Sher Afghan, whose retinue is placed ^w-retained some degree of viva<*-
the man whom, an hour earlier, she was taken ashore for exercise they would tempt to reach the south road would other until they -almost despaired of enterprise was forward, knowing little at my disposal by Jahangir s own act. u Her .^nce no sooner fell on Mow-
wilting to espouse. Before them all, she plunge and caper for sheer liveliness, lead to my capture. At dawn, utterly hitting upon any scheme which offered save that he would^urely swing from Fateh Mohammed little guessed how b‘ than-she-cried in Portuguese:-^
curtsied most gracefully to the two One evening, after they had passed Be- spent though I was, I turned iqto thé even a remote chance of success. the nearest tree if he kept not a still literally true this statement was. He
Englishmen. nares, some such ebullition on the part cultivated land, knowing that in time They took Jai Singh into their confi- tongue and obeyed orders, the native» knew naught of affairs of Agra, nor was
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-CHAPTER XIII—Continued.

his appro» ,_r _ IS
which loomed out of the dust'so sud
denly that there was barely time to 
stdp the timbering beaat and avoid a 
collision. The nawab was a stout man, 
though yonng, and it waa his ambitiori 
to make his way in life quickly. This 
laudable aim arose, however, from a 
base intent, 
amassed in a little time the more 
speedily could he gratify his ignoble 
passions. Such a person is nsually hec
toring towards his Inferiors and servile 
to those above him. At present he was 
all of a twitter owing to the unexpected 
presence of a messenger from the Em
peror, whilst his informant had not fail
ed to apprise him of Mowbray’s impera
tive mien end the half-veiled menace of 
his words.

Luckily, Wglter took the man’s mea
sure at a glance. Here whs one de
signed by nature to play the cowardly 
tyrant, and such a personality was far 
bettor suited to his purpose than a 
straightforward soldier, who wonld have 
obeyed bis own chief’s instructions and 
cared .not for consequences.

So the soi-disant courier of Jahangir 
saluted the nawab with dignity and 
said-

up in
ont at him.
■peak when

“Do yon reverï to a proposal which 
we have once refused?” asked Walter, 
with Saxon doggedness frowning in his
face.

“I revert to your promise given toe 
a quarter of an hour ago." ^

“I swore to obey you, but—
“Obey, then, without question. Since 

you force me to it, I command you to 
accept my jewels in payment of th® 
Emperor’s debt. A lakh apd a half, Is 
it not? If you are not cheated, they 
are worth ns much. Farther, I advise 
you to retain a score of my ™en. uuttl 
you. reach Calcutta. They will follow 
yon, I doubt not, but, to make certain 
of their allegiance, I shall promise them 
a good reward if they return bearing 
me-a letter from yon. They cannot de
ceive toe, as I shall have ycrar signature 
on the receipt for the money.”

“In truth, Princess, ’tis easy to see 
that yon are the daughter of the High 
Treasurer,” broke to Roger suddenly. 
Nur Mahal’s tense expression relaxed 
for an instant; nevertheless, Walter, 
vexed that he should be forced into a 
settlement exceedingly repulsive to his 
feelings, asked gloomily:—

*What other of the Emperor’s re
quests do you carry Out?"

“I go -back to the Garden of Heart s 
Delight. You spoke jnet now of fortu
nate names. Is it not happily entitled?” 
" The quiet scorn of the question re
vealed to him an ntter hopelessness 
which was so greatly at variance with 
her confident mien, during their flight 
that not even the scene which took place 
to the field of millet served to explain 
It wholly to his puzzled brain. In the 
presence of the rabbit-eared Chief 
Eunuch it was not advisable to say too 
tench, but he could not forbear a com
ment

“I have heard you.describe a woman* 
mind as a lake,’’, he said. “Will you 

. ^forgive me if I liken it to a whirlpool, 
in which thoughts flowing in one direc
tion at one moment, fly to the oppoeite 
Way the next."

She laughed lightly, though the joy 
had gone from her mirth.

“Yon still would have me go to Bnrd- 
wan?’ she cried.

“Yes; and I care not who hears."
“Nor do I, for the Emperor bids me 

return, and I am dutiful.. Who could 
deny the wish of so " bChignant a
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