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thle we are dmpoaed to award the
meed of praise to the Government for.
its efforts toward a more economic
administration of public affairs, = we
must not shut our eyes to the faet
that the expenditure is still far in ex~
cess of what it onght to be, and that
formidable reduetions are still ne-
cessary to enable the country to pull
through its fiuancial difficulties. In|;
his speech when bringing the Esti-
mates to the notice of the Council, the
Acting Colonial Secretary sbowed that
the Customs receipts for the first three

months of 1868 nearly quadrupled the|

receipts for the corresponding quarter
of 1867. This gratifying improve-
ment he attributes to the exhaustion
of free.port stocks imported to the
island prior to union, and the Secre-
tary confidently, looks forward to s
surplus at the end of the present. year,
an expectation we hope will be to the
fallest extent realized. But, even with
the flattering pisture sketched by the|
Smetary, theré is a strong conviction
m minds of &he taxpayiog public
of the country
0 gare for the little
ben‘é‘ﬁt‘it wnfééﬁ' "%572 000 is a large|.
-sam of money to draw from a come
munity so small, depressed and poor
as ours, and the figure appears still
larger when we come to compare ik|
with the expenditures of Colonies to
the East of us. Look at the province
of New Brunswick. It contains a pop.
ulation of nearly 400,000. For the
last eleven months of 1867 (prior to
the Union act coming into effect) its
expenditure was .but 214, or
only $2 per head, Sinece Union, the
Financial Minister, has sent down his
statement of estimated receipts and
expenditures for 1868, from which it ap.
pears that $420,000 only will be re-
quired fcr the public service in 1858,
This is at the rate of $1.05 per head on
the entire pepulation of the Province.
It would be unfair were we to apply
the same rule to this colony, for the
reason that our population is seatter~
ed over a vast extent of country, and
the administration of the Government
hero requires proportionately a much
heavier outlay than would be the case
were the same number of people con-
centrated in larger communities,’ as
is the case with New Brunswick and
other provinees. But the Dominion
Government which has to govern 4000,
000 of people scattered over thousands
of miles of territory only asks $12, 000-
000 or §3 per head. Let us set then, our
entire white and Indian population at
40,000, and say that for the purposes
of revenue, ihree Indians are equal to
one white man. Estimating the white
population at 10,000, and the taxpay-
ing Indians at 114,000, we bave a pop-
ulation of only 24,000, who ‘contribute
just $23 per capita tor the privielge of
enjoying eur present system of govern-
ment, which government, candor coni«
pels us to say, turnishes us with a very
poor return for the investment. Bat
the amount of taxation levied does not
trouble the public so much as the ob-
jects on which it is expended. If we
eould see works of utility undertaken
by the Government ; if we could wit-
fiess aby project on foot to add to
the material wealth, prosperity and
happiness of the colony; if efforts

. ; the puhlh that there: ia. to: be a dum
tion in the ‘‘expenses of governme

were made to impreve our exsernnl
postal ‘arrangements, to encourage
immigration, to ‘promote education;’
to open roade into remote and ' at'
present inaecessible pomona of the
colony, and to maintain in repair the
great thoroughfares of travel left as
a legacy by Sir James Douglas’ ad-
ministration, the 'sam - asked - for
would not be begrudged, nor would
the burthen be regarded a8 exces-
sive. But where is ther& asingle ‘public-

But we ; find that . while .for. mla}nps
$157,000- are required, -$50,000 are:
asked for roads, streets and bridges
and $6,000 for education. “Were these
figares reversed, and the Iarger amount
di¢ided between roads, streets and
bridges and education, there would be
very little grambling heard, because
people would naturally feel a pleasure
in contributing towards objects 8o em-
inently,  beneficial ; - for, as we have
said, it is net the cost of Government
that startles and appals so much as the
purposes for which the money is ex~
pended. In looking down the long
columns” of . figures we find = tha¢
Gold Commissioners and Magistrates
with large staffs of clerks and
constables, are continued upon the
same extravagant basis as before—
$39,360 being asked for their mainten-
ance: The travelling expenses of the
Governor and - officials are ‘down at
$5,910; telegrams, $1,000; assay office,
$3,500; printing office, $3,620. The’
Colonml Secretary and Troasurer
have each an assistant, three elerks |
and a messenger ; the Andntor—Gem
eral, two clerks tha Chief Commis~
sioner of Lands and Works, an assist-
ant, one clerk, a draughtsman and
messenger ; the Collestor of Customs
asks $12,926, exclusive of his own:
salary. The Registrar General of
Titles at Viotoria is down for $785,
(a coneiderable reduction ;) the Har-
bor Master and Government Pilot get
$1800 ;' the Postmaster at Victoria,
where all the work is done, only $1450
and no ¢lerk provided him, while in
the Hstimates $750 are down fora
alerk’ and messenger for the Post
Offico at New Westminster | The Post-
master General, who is also Registrar
of Titles at New Westminster, (both
sineoure positions) is well provided for
under the Crown Salaries Act. Suach
division of labor and pay is simply
disgraceful.* But we bave not space
to-day to go further into the documeant.
The reduetion is real, it is true; but
it is not made in the proper direction.
The Government ought to be adminis=
tered, and sinking fund, interest, &o.
met, for $300,000 at the outside ; but
the officials hold ' the purse-strings.
They constitute nearly twoothirds of
the Council and consequently can do
as they please with the revenune. The
popular members have one privilege~—-
1| they ean raise their. voices in: remon.
strance. in the hope that the seed they
sow will spring up &t some future time
and bring forth good fruit, Their res
monstrances last year met with no
attention ‘then ; ‘but .a twelvemonth
has elapsed, and Government is found
introducing economies, some of which
are in accordance with the views of
the popular members last session. = The
words spoken then were as-bread cast
upon the waters—* after many-days
it has returned unto them.” ‘The good
effects of their wise counsels in the
past are becoming apparent. They
have, therefore, strong encouragement
to continue the battle and to urge
upon Government the necessity - of
reform, retrenchment and efficiency.

* Since the above was in type, we
observe that Mr DeCosmos has suc-
ceeded in carrying a resolution through
the House raising the Victoria Post-

fairly prednqq another,

| February.

‘8 lew coins.

master’s salary to $2000.

R

. Friday,, Anril 24th. .,
Taxatee RovarL.—This evening ﬂnBtonc ‘
ﬁonal |

troupe presents us with new and & ad
attractions. So far, Mise &fom has umed
the popular “favor completely, ull clmea

readily noknowledgmg ber great and varied |
'merits as an aotress. To-night is to'be des,

voted to comedy—* Meg’s Diversion ” and
the * Maid of the Milking Pail,” being" the
pieces selected. We are sot fully sequainted
with the precise merits -of either, bas as they.
will doubtless present, Misa Stone especially,

‘dnd the company ‘geverally, in' & moat har-
' monious connexion with all ohﬂ&;ﬁnﬂﬂm

v i e

bell, five days from San._

will sail after-éoaling: Follomig?s adistof |

ber officers :== Lieut.~Com.  Jno: G Mitehell, ﬁ

Act.~Master and Ex Officer 0. C. Buuker, |
Aect.~Master J. B.. Wood, -Act, 'Eirst;.Ant
Engr. Thos. MeCausland, Asgst.. Surgeon W,
H. Whedon, Asst. Paymaater O.H. Lock-
wood; Ensigos A. H. Vail, J; K. P Ragsdale;
Act. Third Asst. Eogrs. A. L. Grow, E.T.
Peake, W. J. Faul,- H. Litchfield; Mates
Wm. Knuland, Philip Randall, Jﬁo. Ponte ;
Captain’s Clerk C. L. Hidden,  °

Founp DEap.—Anp inguest . was be!d on
the body found at Metchosin on ngpeldny,
but no clue was discovered either to the
name of the man or the canse of death. Mr,
Glide stated he found the body while hunt-
ing some cattle 4 mile and a half from
bis house. The deceased wore -greyish'
tweed trousers patched with flour. sacking,
two- blue miners’ shirts, a pair of ;blucher
shoes, and shepherd plaid .woollen . socks.
Near the body was found a sou-’gﬂter hat
with plain red ;lining, an empiy. goarse »
sack, and an old torn corduroy jagket
piece of rope also lay across the Hod:
supposed the man must have
least three months

INQUEST. _The Ooroner c,,‘ nanoed
inquest yesterday, at: Eeqmnllt, mtﬁ;
found “by an Indian: last ,
vicinity- of Skinner's il!ﬁu‘
the body of James Smith,
miner, who has been missing.
There appears to: bg little 0
from the fractured eoudition of the skull,

\bat Smith 'was; fsally musderafhi t4 cheskof |

deposit tor $1200 on the Bank of British
Columbia was found on the, body, a box of
caps, an old meerschauwm pipe; eye glass; and
Inquest: postponed: until nexs
Tuesday for further inquiries |

Tae Sivexr SEwing Macaing—In another
eolumn will be found the advéttisement of
this article of domestic use. ‘Phe metits of
the Singer Machine are clajmed to be
numerous. In addition to the ‘hemmer and
braider, it has a corder. tnckai' qniller, ad-
justable binder and tnmme?, bnt all these
appendages must be ape,ma)ly ordered or
they will not be sent. The Singer is strongly
recommended by the English and American
press. Samples may be 'seen at Mr Fawe
cett’s Store, Government street. The prices
rapge from $60 to 8160, auoerdmg to em=
bellishment.

No Maru.—The U. 8.S. Saginaw, which
arrived last evening from San Franeisco,
brought no mail, notwithstanding it arrived
the evenmg previous on the Oon-timhon
Why caonot general direstions be’ g;ven the
British “Consul a San Franduco o, take ad-
vantage of buch opportuniiies as “the depar-
ture ‘of & war-vessel for this port to put the

bags aboard. - We hope thé elegraph will be
8ot in motion to secureé usa ngu*;brne res
tarn: of the Active, ST Eai it

Froua ‘return sent down by!¢hé Governor.
in_complia, ce w th Mr Macdo ‘16’0 resolu-
tlon, it-appears. that $2008 68 were expended
for educatioual purposes on:the mainland
doring laat y@ar, and that arreau amonntmg
to $270 25 are still due. Daging the same
penod ouly 83000 was eontn?nled toward
the uupport of Island schools, with 500
scholars in ntt.endaute. On tbe mainland
there are less than 100 pupils, “Comment. is
unnecessary.

Tre Schooner - Alért ‘arrived yesterday
from Alaska, but from ealling at other places
has no news “subsequent to that already
given. She heard nothing of the Growler,
She reports, however, the loss of gome small
vessel at Queen Charfptte Island; a boat
and a mast were washed on shore, but they
gave no clue to the vessel's name. The
Alert brings a quantity of old copper for
shipment to San Francisco.

THE gentleman who borrowed the * Year
Book of Canada ” from this office will confer
a favor by returning tbe same.

d last evening. ~The  Saginaw is under m
‘ordery for Alaska, for which te

titory ‘she | ©

: «'L‘nn}Smmet Acun.u_ﬂed for Portland

'and a. small guastity of  mwerchandise.
. M, anun, Manager and Inspector of- .the

of the same bank, go.as. passengers to, Sen
‘anp_ueo. :
eight days, . :

BoUuND TO HAVE I8 OWN Wn'-Gové
ernment has ;nnonnced its ‘intention of

Well;:all: the opponents: can: do s to:lead
the Governmeant kﬁhm,&l watar: - If they:
%mi‘s drink, it is- :

yesterday, morning, with 210 tons of coal, ‘

' Baok of British Columbis, and  Mr. Powell,| 3

The Active ',’" retarn in about| P

passing the.obnoxions Supreme Qourt’s Bill. |

mnngumcted b, the nn
iof a,confvsed mass of heads, |
bich - produced, by a kind of
tion, the appearance. of a wind~
1ded by elouds: of dust.abon!
bead. H hmd 10 th

‘ants of ‘this city will be ‘presented to the

being pulmmd to borrow meney. to build &
Pntent Slip.

' Lockwood, of the U. 8. 8. Saginaw, and Mr
Gud. Keyser, for favors conferred npon the

arrival of the Saginaw.
E_

’l‘ho Affray between the Hons. Smith
. and Robsen.

New Westuinster, April 22d, 1868;

The most extraordinary excitement was

created in this Ctty by the intelligence that’
an assault had been committed by the Hon

| evaaing.

g8 le _
i dtyfa aud color,’ 8t very reuon&bié pﬁm. bt

'Legislature, against the Municipal. Conncil | waa

| afterwards several times with.

R T Smith, on the Hon J Robson, while“on |,
their “way to the City from ‘the Legislative| T
Council, after the ad.]onrnment of Monday !

"Before glvmg any description of the as-’ he
A | sault, so’far as can be gathered from’ various| oo of
% will'perbaps be as well fogiveyou|: =~

menged as
*]’-r is stated a petition mgned by inbabit-| "= o

~We are ‘indebted 'to “Paymaster C, ™ . e persi

. said. d
be .snid he would take it all Jback.
Robson be bad made up his mind to cb 8
bim, and he then . mnek Robson, who felk.
down, _but he did not think.it was from, the,
| force of the blow inflicted by him ﬂo then-
struck him twice: mtlp Rob stick

Robson  that, whenever he insaited t lim, be.
would treat him in the.same. way. : This wu(
aigzslznce in whioh the eonpigiqu
t m.
_ M Ball could not see ang Juntileqtion for

Wl 8 nult The aqqnsed

cks throug
his papar, and on Saturday, in reporting
the Council proceedings, caused two hands
o be placed one at each end of Smith’s name
thus Smith <&3g and this seems to bave
exhausted the patiesce of Smith entirely.
Accordingly he waited the return of Robson
from the Honse on Monday evening, at am
unfrequented part of the road, and after some
altercation proceeded to chasnee him. - The|
attack; bowever, was put au end to by the
appearance of the Hons. Helmcken and
Wood on the scene: The whole city was
thrown into great commotion, and excited
erowds’'passed to-and fro ' before the Colo-
nial Hotel vowing vengesance on Smith.' One
worthy citizen-offered $150 to any man who
would ‘bring’ Smith out ‘tbat -he might be
thrasbed, bat 00 one .was found .courageouns
envugh:to earn. the reward. The : anger of
New Westminsterians does not seem to be
of a very eourageous character, as the steam
worked off in denucciations,’ or coodensed
into the 'milder ‘form of a subsecription “for
Robson, which was being  colleoted  yester-
day morning (Tuesday.) Robson took ounta
warrant for Smith, snd the case was heard
before Hon: Mr. Ball and Capt. Pritchard.

THE TRIAL.

The Court House was closed and filled
with the loyal citizens of New Westminster,
amongst; whom: were several members. of the
Legislative . Coancil.. = Sho y efore: one
o’clock, the complainant, + Robgon,
nypenad ushered /by his phgmun, Dr.
Jooes... To an_inexperienced observer, the
Bon. member’s sest of intellect presénted a

ozpd less- stained ; but if he coneloded||
ﬂ'mn appearances that tbe boo: -gentleman’s
mtoliectgwu‘ impaired, he would, do.& dev
eided injustica to the solid construotion of
the editorial headpi¢ee, which, as the reader
will perceive from what followu, was in no
wise disordered. . The Bench being duly oo~
cupied by the Hon. Mr, Ball and Captain
Pritchard, the case was oalled, and the Hon.
J. Robson stated that in coming from the
Legislative Council  after, the sitting  was
over he did not leave the vicinity as usual,
but having received a copy of the estimates
he lay'down on the grass to examine them.
After /doing go for some time; he proceeded
alopg the road, still looking at the estimates,
when arriving vear the residence of Mr.
Bushby, Mr. Smith suddenly appeared be-
fore him and demanded to know ‘what he
bad against him. He, Robson, said nothing,
when Smith knocked: him down, and baving
pulled Robson’s stick out of bis hand
beat him with it over the bead. He (Robson)
caught the stick and wrenched it fiom Smith,
when the latter continued to beat him with
bis fists. > Dr Helmcken and Mr Wood came
up, and Smith then desisted.” Smith attacked
him after be got up, when he (Robson) said,
¢« Do you mean to kill me, you oowardly
brate 1’ Complainant then called Dr Helme-
ken. This witness stated that in coming up

ion pﬂ ed; 10 havey g

noe, being swathed in banda- Bage:

peech wi .»eénnidon!ﬂ&ﬂm;’ B
orderly persons attended to app! and _him
during the delivery, but were promptly check-
ed. The. Magistrates' having retired for
consultation, stated on their return to eours
that (being divided as te the mode of dis=-
posing of the case, it wonld require, te be
postponed till the following day, ednesdg
when the assistance of a third msgmmo
- would enablethem to dee:de.

Postponed uocordingly till 11 o'chok forew
noon to-day. ‘

A vERY interesting diseovery is report—
ed by Mr. Brogden, the well-know gold—
smith. In trenching some meadow land’
at nghbm-y, his gardener has dug up s-
vage containing nearly 7,000 silver-coins,
consxst}ng of ‘silver - pennies - (Londom, :
York, ' Middlesex. - 'Bristol, ‘and Canters:
bury), groats and half groats, haifpennies,
&c, (irish apd: Scotch, Venetian and,
foreign Teutonic), and two gold coins, of,
Edward IIL.; also an amber rosary,
This treasure trove will of course be givem
up to the Crown. It appears that the
Knights Hospitallers of St. John, Jerus—
alem were in possession of the manor of
nghbuty, in addition to the capital man-
nor attdebed to their hospital near Smith-
field, which extended from  thence to the
extremity of 'thig 'parish. ‘During the
the | inBurrection under; Wat Tyler, A. D. 138%

a| 8 detachment of the rebels who were en-

, burning and destroying . the
, ficent priory. in. 8t John _sm
gqpeed'edfor a similar pu ‘to the
rior's - house at nghbnry, Possibly
this vase of coin was baried in & horry-
when the demagogue of the fourteenths’

eentury sent his ruffians on this errand.

Iv Londoq it ig said that s man may live,
a year without bearlng an alarm of fire. I»
that vast city of ‘three ‘millions of people,
with a closely covered area of ten miles byr
six, there- is a fire ;brigade of  little mere,
than thres hundred members. The engines:-
are mostly worked by steam, which is always
kept up, and well “horsed. Thiee or four
mén ‘to each mdchine can do the work, and
a fiire 'is'drowoed out very quickly, 'Boless:
it is in a ' theatre, or large warebouse ‘ow
manufactory ~with inflammatory materialss
The firemen eat, drink auod sleep with thelr
eoginés. False alarms are not commom,
but people sometimes see an epgine dashisg:
at a bonfire in the 'suburbs, andit 'is eaid
that a few years ago they - were all out for
geveral houts one night hunting for an aurors
borealis.

Ix orDER to meet the means of all classes
we are requested to state that Mr Harnath

bas reduced the price of his Pamphlet om
the Colony from $1 to 50 cents for lln*

the road from the Legislative Council his

copies,




