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444 teresting one, not strained or illogical speech, and in the course of his re- ter or the worse during your expert- 
but a truthful tale of happenings to marks said: "One critic whom you all ence on it?” De

people of the present day. Incidental know very well singularly enough "In the broad sense in which you to the performance will be given a praised my performance of Napoleon, ask me to answer this question I can
f costly vaudeville acts. The but censured my ‘make-up’ as being say that the French stage is I can

ais he Imtrietion oTWMESenmeremembre Nationahe =PRE02 25 
educated dogs, who play parts in the sical beauty. As regards this , wish strides as a moral preceptor and great

0 say that my make-up was copied exemplar of that peculiar or
athem are prone to say from a painting of Napoleon by Guerincency- This progress of the French 

human brain, a when the famous soldier was a young stage—and I think it reaches all over _____________________ |man of twenty-six or seven. He was the civilized nations—has been one of 
A splendid bill of vaudeville has been was lone and emaciated Rad high face marked benefit to the mass of people.

galaxy of preste ly berion lock that curled over nuhimin men DE For the benefit of 
. magic and his forehead until he was forty-five : aman and the great public." 

acts will be presented. The Upon carefully considering the matter Do you believe with John Oliver 
re will be Ferguson Dupree and I have some to the conclusion that TRE Hobbes that the so-called immoral 
Company, who will be seen in an ex- distinguished critic heeusionhntihe French plays are not written for 

French consumption, but for the tran-
sient population of Paris?"

"You mean your 
mean Mr. Roosevelt?”

President—you understands its meaning. When you
put it in plain and unmistakable 
French it means a manly man. That"Is he your ideal of the ideal man?”

"This word strenuous is new to me.
I think I understand its meaning. I

(imagine that the American public also ask? I

is a person that no one can contradict.
Am I a republican or a democrat, you 

am a democrat.”
the sical beauty, 

talented comnen . drama in such a masterful manner that 
talented company, who will appear at those who : the Grand shortly: ,rTEV orris: that they must be endowedThe Victoria audience, as a rule, is 
a pretty self-composed body. It is 
neither hysterical nor sensational in 
its expression of appreciation, but a secured for the coming week 
good performance can always make the nett’s when a N e 
applause ring true. This assuredly was comedy: sensing di varsifted 
the case last evening, when Watkin acrobatic 8, ng. 
Mills and his talented associates gave presented, ine Upon carefully considering the matter
their concert at the Victoria Theater headlines be Ferguson Dupree and I have some to the conclusion that the 
The place was crowded, as the e Company, 10 ill be seen in an ex- distinguished critic has confounded 
was one remote from- uncertainty: sketch entitled aisla usd Napoleon with Madame Recamier." 
everybody knew that the name of The piece is said to 
1 its was synonymous with excellence, |dialogue, and amusing situations, much Augustus Thomas is to make radical ers as only a Frenchwoman 
he programme, in its general ar- of the fun arising from the actions of changes in "The Embassy Ball," in 

the other features of the concert. It Clarice Dave but indiscreet servant, which Lawrence D'Orsay was to star 
who finds herself always in roule. this season, but which proved disap- pointing. It is thought the weakness 

of the play lay in its confusing polit- 
ical story, which will be revised.

THE GRAND.
Today, matinee and night...............

........"Mrs. Temple's Telegram." 
Tuesday .. .. "Primrose's Minstrels." 
Wednesday..........."Piff! Paff! Pouf!" 
Thursday.. "The Volunteer Organist" 
Friday ................. "Way Down East." 
Saturday, matinee and night........

........ "The Way of the Transgressor"

THEATRES NOT GOLD MINES;
MARGIN OF PROFIT SMALL

Insight Into The Receipts and 
Expenditures of a Chicago 

Playhouse.

and to tax the management of a house 
until it becomes a necessary condition 
that every little while some play is 
produced under normal conditions, 
which, instead of bringing him $5,000 a 
week, doubles that sum, and leaves 
the house with more than $1,000 to the 
good each week for a month or more.

BENNETT'S VAUDEVILLE.
All Week. First-class Vaudeville Acts Mme. Bernhard shrugged her should-

can. SheAt the Grand this afternoon and 
evening, "Mrs. Temple's Telegram"

Chicago, Jan. 6.—As an indication ofwaved her hands. Mr. Mayer looked how little the theatergoing public Companies that will promise these 
theater management it $10,000 a week plays are to be cultivated 

by the manager of the theater when he

worried. And then the divine Sarah 
said:

"I know of no immoral French plays. 
How could there be?"

"Who do you think is the greatest 
living dramatist?"

knows of awill be the attraction. It is distinctly 
the most high-class offering in this was generous and well-balanced, but, 

|of course, it was not deemed sufficient 
no by the audience, who sorely taxed the 

doubt draw the patronage of our best liberality of the performers by their 
Harry Conor, Miss All-insistent demands for encores. It is 

very difficult to select the most capti- 
vating number of an altogether charm- 
ing programme.

needs to regard only the distribution of 
the $3 that go for a pair of orchestraThe piece is said to be cleverly handled 

in its presentation, and has been the
maps out his "season" in the interest 
of a variety of performances to suit 
all tastes. It is so much more prom- 
ising to give 65 per cent of the pro- 
ceeds of a $10,000 a week performance 
than it is to pledge 50 per cent of a

city so far this season, and will circle seats. This money inevitably 
goes into the box office. But what is 
its after distribution? In what per- 
centages And where?

laughing hit on every bill.
theatergoers. A clever gymnastic act will be pre- 

sented by the Three Sensational Zoel- 
lers.

, - c That is an unfair and an ungener-
by the Three Sensational Zoel- The Belle of Avenue A," in which ous question to ask. If I should answer 

Their marvelous acrobatic work Elfie Fay is starring, will close its tour you candidly and honestly it would 
on a flying trapeze has made for Jan. 14. Another company may play mean a flood of trouble for me I

!them a high place in the vaudeville the piece through the western circuit, have a great respect for many dramat-
world, and their services are constant- A new musical comedy will be secured ists. The writers in France are today

demand. They are performing by Manager Woods for Miss Fay, at the flood almost

son Skipworth and a number of no less 
noted artists, go to make up a cast 
of players eminently suited to their re- 
spective roles. To miss this attraction 
will be to regret it for many days af-

In the beginning it may be conceded 
that the company which appears in ai possible $4,500 a week business. And 

a there are instances in Chicago theatri-
"Miss Gertrude Lonsdale and Miss 

and
metropolitan playhouse, producing

Edith Kirkwood, the contralto good play of its kind adapted to the cal history where a good company in 
a good house has played to $230 a night 
houses.

A good theater has its own clientele 
which will come to it regardless of the 
performance billed there. It is akin to 
the situation out of which a man buys 
a novel because of a publisher's im- 
print on the title page. And in this 
comparison the position of the publish- 
Fer in bringing out a book and that of 
the theatrical manager who opens up 
his house to a new production is iden- 
tical. The theater manager occasion- 
ally discovers that a play has failed 
dismally in his house; why it failed, 
neither he nor the company manager 
can guess!

It is through the clientele that his 
house has established that the theater 
manager finds much leverage with 
companies seeking his playhouse.Here 
The may eliminate a good deal of the 
element of chance. For instance, he 
will have come into business touch 
with certain companies whose appear- 
Vance in his house means standing room 
only for the period of the stay. They 
are $10,000 a week companies without a 
single element of chance that they fail 
of the mark. But to reach this mark

soprano, shared honors, one might say 
the premier honors, with Mr. Mills. 
Both were in good voice, and excelled 

i particularly in the cycle. Miss Lons- 
dale's "Fairies" and the "Ship That 
Sailed Into the Sun," and Miss Kirk- 

!wood's "If No One Ever Marries Me" 
|and "The Swing," were gems, and had 
Ito be repeated several times. Harold 
|Wilde, tenor, was another host in him- 
|self, his tones being as clear as a bell, 
and produced with the true artist's 
ease. Edouard Parlovitz, the pianist, 
had to nearly double his contributions 
to the programme. The Chopin "Sherzo 
in B flat minor," in expression and 
technique was a treat.

house's clientele, will receive 65 per 
of their ability, cent of the gross receipts of the boxly in

Much homely humor is found in Wim.
B. Gray's beautiful production. 

Its char-
new

T 1"The Volunteer Organist."
acters being drawn from a locality in 
Vermont that seems to be quite apart 
from the rest of the world, are many of 
them rare studies. The eccentricities 
of the rural Vermonter are, while 
clearly drawn, not one whit exagger- 

ated. Like the Irishman, the humor of 
the Vermonter is spontaneous and it 
bubbles out in unexpected places at 
iunlooked-for times so that one is act- 
ually at a loss as to whether each suc- 
ceeding line in the play is to cause

HARRY CONOR, 
With "Mrs. Temple's Telegram," at 

the Grand Today, Matinee and 
Night.

PRIMROSE MINSTRELS, WITH LONDON'S GEORGE AT THE HEAD. they must play in the house with the 
clientele that has accepted them in the 
past. One of these companies that had 
played in a certain house with much

one to laugh with glee or to let one's
sympathy go out to some of the other at the Madison Square Garden in New 
characters. The Grand patrons will" 
have an opportunity of witnessing the arah Bernhardt Speaks 

Her Mind on Many Things
York this week, where they 
acrobatic hit of the show.

office. Thus before the theater's man- 
agement has a chance at the distribu- 
tion of profits the $3 for the two seats 
sold by the box office has dwindled to chose a better theater, only to 1050 
=== - tree = 

fits in that which is left after the Dos €0 per cent of gross receire One C i- 
are met. Under these conditions is cargo theater has booked a single at- 
$3 for two orchestra chairs is distri- 
buted:
To company (65 per cent)..........$1 95
TO the house (35 per cent)........ 1 05-$3 00
Distribution of the $1 05, gross, re- 

ceived by the house.....................
Salaries (25 per cent).. . $ 2625 
Rental (20 per cent)................ .21 

.105 
.0525

are the
Success became dissatisfied with thepiece Thursday night, January 11. A mystery sure to arouse much localter it has gone and it would be well 

for those of our theatergoers who en- 
joy a really high-class performance to 
secure seats.

terms of the house and the next seasoninterest will be created by the engage- 
ment of a prominent London lady whoWith an entire new scenic produc-

tion, and with the original cast "Way will render local selections next week. 
Down East" will be seen at the Grand The mystery will be as to the identity 
on Friday evening next. The popular- of the fair singer. She will wear a 
ity of this celebrated rural play does mask at every performance, and will 

Local managers consider it be driven to and from the theater in

The George Primrose Big Minstrel 
Company, with George himself at the 
head of the procession of artists, comes not wane, 
to the Grand at specially reduced a preferred booking and clamor to get 
prices on Tuesday evening next, when it on their list of attractions, 
local theatergoers will be given a view knowledging the merit of the 
of the finest minstrel organization out- 
side coon paradise. London is ripe for 
just such a treat of black-face fun, and 
Manager Turton is congratulating him- 
self that George Primrose—the king- 
bee of minstrelsy—has been the one

• selected to deliver the goods. The one. 
new act alone is said to be the best the play the same care and attention of its kind in vaudeville, 
this famous minstrel has ever had. It that he would a new production. That 
is entitled "Twilight on the old Plan- 
tation, and is in two scenes.
first represents a negro cabin with its| 
tangled growth of wild flowers; the 
second, a fascinating view of a cotton 
field a-bloom. By a clever manipula- 
tion of the lights many wonderful and 
inspiring sights are produced. Mr.| 
Primrose appears in a new soft-shoe 
dance that is absolutely unique, and is 
assisted in this by a score of dancers. 
This one act is stated to invite the 
loftiest consideration of the most ex-

She Talks Interestingly of the 
Stage, of Plays and the 

Players.

MM. Rostand and Herview are two 
gentlemen of pronounced and unques- 
tioned talent as dramatists. I must ad- 
mire them. Not them, but their work. 
But, as I said before, I cannot answer 
that question. I do not wish to say 
which, in my own 
writer of the

traction for a term of years aggrega-
ting 26 weeks of performances, and 
these 26 weeks have aggregated $263.- 
000 sales at the box office.

a closed cab; the mask not being re- 
it on their list of attractions. Ac- moved until she reaches home, 
knowledging the merit of the play, | Hyde and Heath will present a novel 
there are other factors that have had comedy singing sketch entitled "A 
much to do with its success. Foremost Load of Hay," introducing singing, 
is the fact that Manager Brady has dancing and six changes of costume, 
kept the cast up to its original stand- with a great military and electrical fin- York interviewer asked Sarah Bern- 

ard of excellence. Every year he has ish. Special scenery and electrical ef- hardt and her answers thereto: 
given the play an entirely new scenic feets are used in the presentation of 
setting, and in every way has given this act, and it is said to be the best mercialism that dramatic art should 

bow to the prevalent spirit?

It is this type of play which the man-
$1 05 ager is anxious to get into his houseopinion, is the greatHere are some questions that a New always. But in the interest of theworld's numerous variety which he may wish to have inAdvertising (10 per cent)....

Light and heat (5 per cent)....
Taxes and insurance (5 per 
cent)...........................

Miscellaneous (5 per cent).

authors."
"Do you think his season's plans he must take on 

of a
that the Ibsen and 

Maeterlinck school is beneficial or 
otherwise to the theatrical art?"

'You mean, do I like sad plays or 
humorous plays? Is that the point?" 

"Yes, that is the point. Humor or 
tragedy?"

"Do you think in this age of com- some plays in which he has all
..0525
..0525 gambler's risks. How great this risk 

in the new plays may be suggested in 
the experience of Charles Frohman in 

ta period of 20 years. In that time Froh-

ShouldHillman, the magician, will 
these things count in the long run is his original and interesting 

levidenced by the continued success of troducing some mysterious 
the play.

Total expenses..........................$.735
Profits to house..........................................315 -$1 05

present the business interest be brought forth
act, in- in the drama, rather than the idea of
feats of love and tragedy?"

|"There is no such thing as putting 
will be any one line of thought first. Art al-

Reducing these figures to a general man has produced about 35 plays a 
basis representative of the business of year, putting thousands of dollars into 

la theater in the downtown district of some of them that they have not re- 
Chicago, the general totals have a turned 1,000 cents to him. Some have 
broader meaning for the layman, been enormous successes, but others 

The average downtown theater in that have been staged to the best of 
Chicago has a seating capacity of 1,400 his knowledge and experience have 
distributed from orchestra circle to the run two or three nights only to be 
galleries. In such a theater there will buried past resurrection
be 800 seats selling at $1 50 each, 300 Occasionally in the dull summer 
seats averaging 80 cents, and another season the thestiesum1
900 , A , season the theater manager has a300 seats averaging 40 cents—a total: $ 80
of $1,500 a night, with all seats filled, proposition from some company which 
and a total of $10,920 for a week Ofis disposed to force a play. The occa- 
seven days. Sion comes from the fact that a play

But this average Chicago house with ! which has run in Chicago est ablishes 
the 1,400 seats is doing good business if itsel in a territory within at least l 
the average for the week is $5,000 at 500-mile radius of the city. The bill- 
the box office. When the week's sale ins of the city, newspaper criticisms 
is $7,000 the theater may expect to give and comments, the chance country vis- 
its 65 per cent of gross receipts to the iter all are aids in making the play 
playing company, as indicated in the known to the resident of the small and 

large cities within this radius. To

modern sorcery. 
, An amusing travisty act

, Percy C. Williams, the well-known presented by Tom and Gertie Grimes, ways comes first. If business interests
booking agent, has been talking as fol- and the American Trio will offer a suggest art business interests
lows to the New York Telegraph: refined character sketch. : 1 TECaTT can be made why

Vaudeville is having what seems to be As a special added attraction one of Or shay commerci t plas T love
a great boom, but which is nothing of America's foremost monologists has me sussests better art, then 
the sort. It is the result of a steady been secured to amuse next week's twite pour play about them. No one 

- - HIT:, T1; 1 can tell how to write a play or whatWilliam Tomkins is known to write a play about. That is in the 
soul of the author. If he is a real

"Neither. Comedy."
"But life is not comedy. Life is 

tragedy, is it not?"
"Of course it is. Every life is a 

tragedy. But there is always a com-

growth, which I believe will continue! audiences.
for many years to come. I think the by vaudeville theatergoers all over the 
new year will see the steady develop- United States as one of the funniest 
ment of feature acts, acts with either comedians on the stage. "Tomkins' 
big effects or novel laugh-getting ideas Topical Talks" are likely to make a 
as a foundation. We are gradually very large hit at Bennett's, where high- 

the old s learning what vaudeville means to the 
as the people and we know that we cannot

J Do spend too much money to secure what

author and writes from his soul itacting critic and is a revelation of skill 
In dancing and high art scenic acces- 
sories. The staging and costuming are 
noteworthy features, and the old es- 
sentials of minstrelsy, such 
flee melodies, the "cane and cotton" 
enchanting tunes and the songs of 
home and mother have not been over- 
looked.

makes little difference what the stage
setting is. He can write quite as con-
vincing comedies as he can over-class comedy is enjoyed and 

ciated.
appre- whelming tragedies. It all depends up- 

on what he has in his soul and what he 
has to say."
"Have you read any of Bernard 
Shaw s plays, which are just now re- 
ceiving such conspicuous notice in this 
country?"

If you refer to 'Mrs. Warren's Pro- 
fession.' I have never read it. I have 
read Candida' and 'Man and Super- 
man. I read them in English, and, be- 
lieve me, I could not find, hard as I 
tried, a trace of immorality in either

The bill will be completed by some 
clever comedy dancing by Eddie Hig-will please our patrons."

gins. and a series of new and Inter-Mr. F. F. Proctor, the big New York 
manager, has also been saying: "I look 
for a great year. Vaudeville has de-

esting moving pictures.
The daily matinees at Bennett's are 

constantly gaining in popularity, espe- 
next veloped wonderfully during the past cially with the ladies, who find it a 

twelve months, but I look for an even pleasant way to spend a few hours of 
greater development during the next an afternoon.

The high tone of refinement main- 
tained by the management well war- 
rants the calling of it a "popular fam- 
ily theater."

There will be something doing all the 
time at the Grand Opera House 
Wednesday evening, after B. C. Whit- 
ney's musical cocktail is uncorked Its 
fast, snappy, bright manner, and the twelve. The improvement will be in all 
way it is thrown at the audience lines and in all directions. Salaries 
makes them feel like "Piff! Paff! are higher than they have ever been 
Pouf!" says a noted reviewer There before, managers now paying $3,800 a 
is evidently no lagging in the per week for a vaudeville programme 
formance, and a time of spirited fun |where two years ago they would have 
music and frivolity may be counted thought $1,800 a big price. Of course 
upon during "Piff! Paff! Pouf's!" stayithe shows are better now than ever 
in town. Up-to-the-minute comedy and before, but we will be able to make 
real fun is promised, and judging from them better still. Laughter will be the 
the list of principals, the laughing at chief end and aim of the vaudeville 
mosphere looks exceedingly bright The audiences.' 
following stage favorites are among 
the principals: Fred Mace, Kathryn 
Osterman, R. E. Graham, Dorothy
Maynard, James Devlin, Lulu McCon- of the Transgressor," will be given at! 
nell. Walter H. Cluxton, Eveleen Dun- "- - 
more. Harry Stuart, Mae Elwood, 
Martin Cheeseman, Lisle Bloodgood and 
others, including the "Great Pony Bal- 
let" and the American Beauty Chorus.

above distributions. If the returns of
the box office be the house limits 
through an engagement and the at-

! have a play in a 50,000-population city
which has made a name for itself in a 
city of 2,000,000 is precedent enough.

On this basis the company manager
traction be some especial star whose 
"drawing" capacity is unquestioned.
always, as in the case of Bernhardt, may go to the theater manager in the 
Mansfield, and others of the class, the dull season, contracting with the house 
theater may have agreed to give even to make good the house expenses for 
85 per cent of the gross receipts to the week or two weeks' performance a a 
company. Ordinarily, for the ordin- dividing the proceeds above expenses 
ary company which may or may not on a basis of 50 per cent. Perhaps 
bring $5,000 a week, the basis of a without this the house would be closed 
contract is 50 per cent to house and —always a bad thing for a house "In 
company. 1e, the season"—and there is a chance for 
US in the $5,000 a week company some unexpected money with all the 
business, on the 65 per cent basis, the expenses of the occasion made 2001 
company will get $3,250. The house's As a business proposition forth 

out of this the investment of mere idle capital the 
le week will theater is not an attractive thing. A

of them."
"You do not think that Mr. Shaw's 

plays have an immoral influence?"| 
"No. I do not think they have. I do 

not think that any play can have an 
immoral influence. I realize that this| 
is quite a broad proposition, quite a 
difficult question to answer satisfac-| 
torily to the American public. It is to 
my mind without the realms of pos- sibility that a play which could be put 
on in America would have an immoral 
influence. If the play contains im- 
moral ideas the fact of its exploitation 
on the stage makes it revolting, and 
really preaches a lesson of morality 
This, however, is a subject for the 
church and not for the stage. I believe 
it has also become a subject for the 
law in New York."

It is declared by a number of news- 
papers that the most difficult individ- 
Duals in this world to please with thea- 
trical entertainment are the San Fran- 
cisco critics. Arnold Daly had to sub- 
mit to their displeasure as Mansfield 
recently did and just as Crane, Drew 
and other well-known actors have on 
various occasions. One critic, the dean 
of the tribe, was unable to find any 
merit in Daly's acting until he appear- 
ed as Napoleon in Shaw's play, "The 
Man of Destiny." He discounted his 
praise, however, by finding fault with 
the young actor's "make-up." A few 
days after the article appeared Daly 
was a guest at a dinner at the Bohe-

A sumptuous scenic production of the 
new melodramatic sensation, "The Way share will be $1,750, and 

lump distributions for 
be:
Gross receipts for week..
To salaries account.........
Rental.................. '........
Advertising...............

Taxes.................

the Grand on Saturday afternoon theater that costs $250.000 may be alto- 
gether another thing than a theater 
that costs another $250,000. Without 
a standing and a clientele any theater 
is all risk. One may have these at- 
tributes almost without the asking; 
another may never have them. One

and 
This Scene from "The Way of the Trans- 

gressor," which will be seen at the 
Grand next week.

evening next, at popular prices. .............. $1,750
...$437 50
... 330 00
... 175 00
... 87 50
... 87 50
... 87 50

- ----------- 1.205

is the latest novelty in theatricals, and 
it has proven a great success, because
it is radically different from anything 
hitherto attempted. The entire per- 
formance is full of surprises, there be- 
ing a rapid series of changes from the 
grave to the gay. The plot is an in-

Heat and light..................
Miscellaneous expenses ...The Victoria, B. C., Times of a re- 

cent date says of a concert given in 
that city by Mr. Watkin Mills and his

edy element to it. The most serious 
event can always be looked upon in a 
humorous way. You can turn a tragedy 
into a comedy situation if you will."

"What is the vital difference be- 
tween the French school of acting and 
the American method?"

"There is no difference. It amounts

mian Club, of which the critic is a 
prominent member. During the even- 
ing Mr. Daly was called upon for a changed in its

"Do you think the Net profit -------manager may become a millionaire; a
T 11 X s •..................................$ 545 hundred may die in poorhouses. There

In all these figures of the theater in- are theaters in Chicago where the 
Co ne, one item as not appeared, that theater investment, regardless of other of the theater programme. Incidental- sources of income from building rents, .this is a source of income rather reaches to $500.000. To be an invest 

than of expense. - There are two pro- ment in the best sense such a theate which are Pieed to compete to nIiC 
privilege of printing all the pro- net $25,000 a year clear to its ownss. 
grammes a theater may want, these
not only to be free of cost but a source George Ade has sailed from New 
of profit, averaging about $150 a month York for Europe and expects to pa 
to the house. In this work the con- the winter in Egypt. Miss Doroth 

the tracting printing company pays the Tennant of "The College Widow" Con- 
lump sum for the privilege of supply- Dany, telegraphed a New York pap 
ing the theater, looking up the adver- during the past week denying mos 
tising which shall make this feature emphatically the reported engagement 
of a programme the printing com-11- 
pany's source of profit.

French stage has
moral tone for the bet-

to nothing whether you talk in French 
or whether you talk in Egyptian. The 
only thing to exploit on the stage is 
human emotion and language and con- 
dition. As I explained before, all 
is of little consequence. I am 
familiar with your English. I 
much more unacquainted with 
language of the Laplanders. But the 
Laplanders have the same emotions,| 
the same sensations, the some grand 
and glorious ideas that actuate hu-

this 
un- Dam

so between her and Mr. Ade.
t manity from the north pole to the 

south. Counting the house profits on a suc- An extravaganza entitled "His Ma 
cessful $5,000 week at $545, however, jesty" is to have its first presentatic 
does not include the item of repairs in Philadelphia February 12. Its autho 
and decorations which confront the and composer is Shafter Howard, ai 

theater manager at regular intervals. Nelson Roberts is looking after the de- 
tails. The piece was produced private- 
ly a year ago in New York and made 
such a good impression that ample 
backing has been secured to give it 
an elaborate staging.

"Did you ever meet Mark Twain?"
"No, I never met Mr. Clemens."
"Do you think that he is a humor- 

ist?"

e

|"I think that he is the greatest hu- 
morist that the world ever knew. I am 
sorry that I did not have even the 
chance of being at his 70th birthday 
dinner. I should have loved to have 
been there. You Americans have two 
people to be thankful for. One is Mark 
Twain. The other is George Washing- 
ton. I do not quite know what you 
would do without them."

, "Do you approve of a strenuous 
ruler?”

.There is wear and tear on a theater's 
|chairs, carpets, draperies and wall dec- 
iorations, out of the proportion to that 
in most public places. The manager of 
a 1,400 seat house in downtown Chicago 
counts upon spending at least $15,000 
in decorations every two years. An 
orchestra chair itself may cost him 
$10; a gallery chair at $2.50 is reason- her and F. C. Whitney have 
able. Carpeting may cost $3 to $4 a isfactorily adjusted 
yard, and need be renewed every year.
Breakages of many kind serve to

•,
A Notwithstanding the many stories 

circulated about Mme. Schumann- 
Heink, the differences existing between6

been sat-
and she will onceTHE SONG HIT, "CORDELIA MALONE," IN "PIFF! PAFF! POUF!" more be seen as the star in "Love's 

annoy Lottery," commencing Jan. 28.
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