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The British Bribery Bill.

Seventy cases of protest have grown
out of the recent general -election in
Britain,  If the ballot would amend
such a state of things, it is no wonder
that the leading Liberals recommend
its introduction, and it is not sur-
prising that a trial of it should be ad-
vocated, in the hope that it might
prove effective to a certain extent in
preventing such a large amount of af
ter contests.

Shortly before the dissolution of the
British Parliament a bill was passed |
with the intent to prevent bribery at |
elections by making more prompt and |
searching investigations into the

rounds on which protests mightin
?uture be brought. Parliamentary
committees are to be dispensed with,
and the scrutiny is to be made by
some of the Superior Court judges,
and on the spot where the election
took place. The judges have a char-
acter for integrity to preserve which
must .and will raise them far above
party predilections,and it may be pre-
sumed that their decisions in some of
the cases on which they are now called
to adjudicate will strike terror to the
hearts of those who might "be inclined
to attempt bribery in future. The|
kno’ledge that the law was in existence |
has certainly failed to prevent cor-
ruption; an cxperience of its execution i
may yet do so. Its provisionsare very |
stringent. Under it an election |
petition must be presented within |
twenty-onc days after the returnis |
made, except in cases of alleged cor-
rupt practices, when a petition is|
good at any time within twenty |
eight days after the date of the pay- |
ment made by any member, or on his |
account, or with his privaey, in pur- |
suance or in furthcrance of corrupt
practices, which shall bave been |
apociliculiy set forth in the petition. |

The nct also provides that a petition
signed by two or more electors, and
alleging corrupt practices have exten- |
sively prevailed,or that ‘tliere is reuson |
to believe’ in their extensive preva-
lence, be sufficient cause for an en-
quiry, The Judge has powenr to ex- |
amine any who may scem to him to |
have been concerned in the election,
whether called by either of the con-
testants or not, and the penalty for
bribery is well calculated to produce
a deterrent effect.  If'such a charge |
be brought home to a candidate he i
incapacitated for seven years from sit- |
ting in the House of Commons, or|
voting at any election, or holding any
municipal or judicial office.  Any oth- |
er person found guilty of the same |
erime incurs a similar penalty. A |
candidate is not even allowed to treat |
his supporters, under pain of being
allowed to sit for that particular ('(vn-.
stituency.

There is a possibility of making |
laws so rigid that men cannot and |
will not keep them, and which cwn:sL‘-\
quently become first a farce and afte
wards a dead letter. Therc is this|
danger in the Act under notice. It
makes illegal practices which have so |
long prevailed in connection with the |
elections that they - have come to be |
regarded as their natural and legti-
timate accompaniments. The idea
of prohibiting a man from treating his
fricnds at election time! But perhaps
the clause means no more than an abol-
ition of the custom of keeping ojen

] Bui however the bill inits
; may be found to work there
is no doubt that the substitution of a
judge for a committee of the House
will be successful and sutisfactory.
oo

Tne LEADER LIBEL SulT.—At

the Court now sitting in Toronto, the

roprietor of the Leader was sued for |
ibel by Capt. Prince, Chief of Police,
Toronto, for saying in November last
that Prince was guilty of cowardice
by preiending to be sick and selling |
ourt his commission in the army dur- |
ing the Crimean war. The jury was|
discharged, being unabie to agree. |

Mr. M. C. Camecron toli e of
his friends of the Georgian Bay Canal
scheme, that if’ a paper was 1ed b
a majority of his constituents |
ing disapproval of his conduct in re-
gard to the project, he would resign |
his seat in the cabinet. |

An Irishman on hearing of a friend
having a stoue coffin made for himself,
exclaimed : ** By my sowl and that’
a good idee. Sure and a stone coffin
wud last a man a life time. |

The Mayor of Toronto states that
1,900 in all, and 110 barrels of
flour, have been sent from that eity to
the Red River Scttlement.. A few
dollars yet remain in hand.

50

Snow.—I'requent falls of snow con- |
tinue to take place along the valley of
the Ottawa, and in Lower Canada.—
It is now three feet deep in the woods.

0 According to the 7%ibune, New |
York city consumes between 3 and 4
tons of hair at a cost of $2,000 per an-
num for its wigs and chignons.

WieLAN.—The argument in the|
Whelan case comes up to-day in the
Court of Appeal.

R

A fire broke out in the store of Frank
Smith & Co., London, on Tuesday morn-
ing, and goods to the amount of §10,000
were destroyed. Three-fourths of the
amount are covered by insurance.

Tne EASTERN QUESTION. — The de-
tails of the Conference among the lead-
ing European powers, on the Eastern
question, have been agreed on, and the
session will begin on Saturday in Paris.

The sleeping car on the night mail
from the Falls went down an embank-
ment, at Eastwood, on Tuesday morning,
and twelve out of the eighteen persons it
contained were injured, two of them seri-
iously.

The couniy council of Bruce have
granted $200 to the detective who fol-
lowed up and apprehended the criminal
Hoag, murderer of Newkecker,thus sl
ing their determination to assist in bri:
ing such parties (0 justice.

DgatH oF MR, Smaw M. P, P.—We re- |
gret to notice the death of William M, '
8haw, member of th Legislative Assem- |
bly of Ontario for the South Riding of‘
Lanark, which took place on Wednesday
morning. Mr. Shaw was a lawyer by pro-
fession, a man of amiable disposition,
and generally more esteemed for his soci- |
al virtue thag for hisintellectual powers, |
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LOCAL ITEMS.

& Splendid bargains in Groceries,
Haddies, &c., are now to be at Geo. Wil-
kinson’s.

——————e———— -

CENTRE WELLINGTON ELECTION, —
The Writ for the new election for the
Centre Riding, addressed to Sheriff
Grange, arrived to-day.

ARRIVED

— .t

CARIB0O.— The -Woodstock Sentinel
says : We are pleased to learn by the
Cariboo Sentinel that our townsman Dr.
Robert W. W. Carrall, has been elected
by acclamation to represent the District
of Cariboo in the Legislative Council of
British Columbia. After Dr. Carrall was |
declared elected he made an eloquent
and effective speech to the electors pre-
sent, in which he said that his great ob-
ject, in seeking to become a member of
the Legislative Council, was to advocate
and if possible expedite the confedera-
tion of British Columbia with the Domin-
ion of Canada, a consummation devoutly
to be desired as a means tending to be beni
fical to the social and political advance-
ment of British Columbia.

One Case Clouds,

At 20¢. 25¢. and 30¢.

AT W. STEWART'S.

Guelph, 81st Deconiber

ANNIVERSARY TEA MEETING.—The
anniversary tea meeting in connection
with the Wesleyan Church Sabbath
School was held last (Wednesday) night
in the Wesleyan church. There was a
large attendance of scholars, as algo their
parents and others interested in Sabbath
t:chool work. After an excellent tea and
abundant refreshments had been served
to the company, the Rev. Mr. Griffin, pas-
tor of the church, took the chair, and
made some appropriate introductory re-
marks. He was followed by Rev. Messrs
Ball, Wood, Howie and W. W. Clarke,
who gave excellent and very suitable
speeches. During the evening the splen-
did choir of the church,led by Mr Wheat- |
ley, sang some beautiful anthems,
to the great delight of all present.—
Recitations were algo given by Ephlraim H. W.'PET
Stevenson, Edwin Hutton, and Wesley | Pec: 50 Chairman Board Scl
Kirkland, and an excellent dialogue by
Frank Hatch and Robt. Howie. The
pieces were admirably recited, and elicit- i
ed much applause. At the close the cus-
tomary votes of thanks were given to the
ladies, the choir &, We are glad to
learn that the Sabbath School is ina
very flourishing condition, as may be in- |
ferred from the following figures. There | in Il its branches.
are thirty-five officers ard teachersattach. | Office, for the present, No,
ed to the school. The total number ﬂl‘i THOS. W. SAUNDERS,
scholars on the roll is 341 ; average at-| Guelph, 24th Deconber
tendance in the morning 58, in the after- =T = =
noon 204. There are over 500 \'u[l:lt;n-s‘ G. A. D. C.

in the library. | = .
A Select Dramatic Euterlainment.

d

CRAMMAR SCHOOL

J. M. DUNN, B.A,, LL.B,,

G. H. PORTER, Assistant

The above School will be re
Christmas holida n MONDAY,

Head Mastor

11th

25 cents a month,

SON,

The Law Partnership lieret
tween the undersigned
the retirement of Mr..Webster, whe
pointed Deputy Registrar for
lington,

Mr. Saunders continue

oo

G. A. D. C.—We would wish cur read-
ers to bear in mind that the Guelph
Amateur Dramatic Association give |
their first entertainment this season in |
the Town Hall, on next Monday evening,
Jan. 4th, 1869. The entertainments giv- )
en by them last geason were very popular | PROF.
and largely autended, and we are sssured |
that the coming season will not be be-| The Gy
hind its predecesgor. Thef is no class of ‘l‘l"\‘;
entertainment that deserves encourage- sk
ment more than one of this kind. It lukwﬂ‘ MONDAY, the 4thof JANUARY
weeks of preparation, labor and study to |
perfect each in his respective part, and | 9%

him to * hold the mirror up to na titled

R The play chesen for next Monday <
& Fa
NKARD

ture.” y |
is “ The Drunkard, or the Fallen Saved,” | rY n) T T
a moral, temperance drama which is sure | J ll lJ -l)l\b

Or, The Fallen Saved!
Being a powerful g

to draw crowded houses whenever pro- |
downward pre

Opening of tl
W. ANDERSON, '
I'HOMAS H. TAYLOR Act Man,
VALE, §hTg Leader of Or¢
elph Amatenr Dramat
earance thi

y the TOWN
1ph, on the eveni

which oceasion willhe produced the gre

MoRAL TEMPERANCE DIRas s, i1 5 Acts

duced in large theatres, and is well pa-
tronized even by the clergy. The return
home from college of the young heir, his
marriage, his intemperate bLabits, his| qpeScenery tole use
downward progress step by step, until| all new, and has heen paintes
reduced to the lowest depths of poverty | Club

and degredation, he turns to the univer-
sal antidote, the powerful conqueror of |
all earthly ecares—Death—is snatched
like a “ brand from the burning,” gives
up the horrid vice, and becomes once
more a respectable member of society ; is
in this play vividly pictured, and consti- | OF

tutes oneof the best temperance lectures |

ever given. The Club have gone to great | British Workman
expense in procuring entirely new scene-
ry for the play, and from a personal in- |
spection of it, we think they deserve

dit for encouutering such a lLeavy ¢
pense first, in order to put it on the
boards in first-class style. Wel
see a crowded louge on next day
evening, as the pericrmance will be for
one night only. |
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For particulars sce }rogra
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Band of Hope
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OTTAGE TO LET.

CUTHBERT’S.

D
C
op
’. P, conta
t acres atta
stocked with fruit
» the house
r, near Hat
b De

A stable and cow shed are at
Apply to MISS SMUTH,

CUTHBERT’S

ATTRACTIONS

For the Present Holiday
Season

b b INTELLIGENT
T

Toronto morning pa
Book business

3 Opposite t
TATCH LOST.

Lost between Knox's Churel
Ball's residence, on Sunday last, 1
WATCH. The finder on re
or Teaving it atthe Mercury Office
rewarded,

Guelph, 20th Dee

Exceed anything that has ever been in Guelph.

e S RS CALL AND SEE.

14 DUCATIONAL.
4 I

MRS. WM.

Organist of the Congregats

{  Guelph, December 25

R ), JEANNERET,

= From ngland

BUDD,

onal Church

Established in London, Ont. 1842 and in
suelph 18

"~ WORKING WATCINAKER
SILVER CREEK BREWERY. i‘DAY’S BLOCK,

Farmers and others haviyz Opposite the Marke
their possession belongi —_—
Brewery will please retu
kept an unnecessary time a
re charget

Lessons
Residence
Decembe

OTI1CE.

¢ barrels in Guelph.

asany | Just recei
belug emptied will | gyjtable for Ch W
ticular attention paid to t1a rep
Clocks and Jewellry.
Guelph, December 17th

= GEO. SELEEMAN alring of W
Guelph, Nov, 20. daw tf o
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The subscriber, having purchased the most com-
plete recipe for a Halr Dye ever invented,
turning red or grey hair to a most beautiful dark
brown or blaek, invites all

PERSONS WHO DYE

To givehim a call. Reguscitation guarranteed to
perfection.
J. MIMMACK, Hair Rresser.

 FURTHERMORE, read, the snbscriber also in-
timates to the public that he has in good working
order one of the best machides in the Dogynion
viz Grinding all kinds of Cutiéry,
era: Razors, Knives, Scissors, &c. Charges mod-
rofte, and WORK WELL DON

JOSEPH MIMMAC

r Dresser,
Guelph, December 4

daw Next Post Office

F M. WILSON,

Banking, Exchange & Passage

OFFICE,
No. 5, Janes Steer, HAMILTON.

American Moncy and Silver, Drafts on |

New York and Sterling Exchange
Bought and Sold.

Agent for the INMAN LINE of Steamships to
and from Liverpool, 1 ondon and Cork. Anchor
Line of Steamships to Glasgow, Londonderry,and
all parts of Ireland. Also, to Hamburg, Rotter-
dam, Copenhagen, Christiana, Havre, &e., via
Leith.

¥ Upper Canada Ageney of the Pacific Mai
Line Steamship Company to California

Guelph, Dec. 1
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s in both Classical and English Departments

Trustees, |

| Dls@ﬁf'rlu_\'iuf PARTNERSHIP.

E. HARVEY & CO.

hiestra,

|

A& No. 15w
WHITE

|

OIL

Of the best quality,

Wholesale and Retail

|
i
|

| MEDICAL HBALL!
’ E. HARVEY & CO.,

Guelph Decem!

‘GIL‘TS AND PRESENTS FOR
NEW YEAR.

1 =

N

b 1 the tr
mas, there is still at

othstandi rush at Christ-

| J. HUNTER’S,

Wyndham Street, Guelj

lect, but also the

|

‘ not only the largest and most s
| cheapest assortment of general
|

| FANCY COODS AND TOYS.

'.-'.ml,l.

|
Writing Desks
Dressing Casces
| Work Boxes,

for

wi

Ladies’ Companions |

| _ Slippers, Ottoma
i Goods ad mfinitaom at

s and Fancy

| J. HUNTER'S,
Opposite the h CLurch, Wyndham
1(;\-” phi December 20th. 1

w

3 YFIIE ROARIN' GAME.

'New Year’s Day

CURLER’S
’ BROOMS

AT JOHN A. WOOD’S

Gu:lph, 30th Decemir

|
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JHER SHOP.

EW BUT
L a new Butcher Shop
he Guelvh Marble
prepar
id Lamb as cheap
the market sheds. The s
requests a share of public patronage.

Guelph, Dec 23 w4 B. B. PRESANT.

ACTORY FORSALE OR LEAS—I-:I

A good Factory for sale cr tolet. Apvly to

8. BOULT, Quebee-S¢t., Guelph
November 19 dn\\" tr ;

Retiring from the Retail Trade.

ENTIRE STOCK OF DRY GOODS
TO BE SOLD OUT.

WM. STEWART,

In refurning thanks to his friends and the public
for the liberal patronage bestowed on him for the
last thirteen years, respectfully intimates his
intention of retiring from the Retail Business,

In order (o facilitate the entire clearance of
Stock, he will on WEDNESDAY, 6th JANUARY,
commence the GREAT SALE, when Goods will
be offered at Cost, and in many cases under. "The
public should take advantage of this rare oppor-
tunity of securing first-class Goods at the Lowest
Prices ever offered in Guelph. The reputation
of the Stock heing so well known for extra qual-
ity, and being composed of New and Fashionable
Goods, all may rely on extraordinary Bargains.

On and after the 2nd of January the Books will
be closed, and during the sale Goods will he sold
only FOR CASH.

N. B.---This is no clap-trap sale, as the sub-
scriber is positively retiring.

WILLIAM STEWART.

Wyndham Street, Guelph )
Dec. 30th, 1868, §

|
|
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COME EARLY TO-NIGHT

|
!BALTIMORE OYSTERS!

1 THAT CAME DIRECT TO HUGH WALEKER

iEXTRAORDINARY DEMAND!

{ TREMENDOUS ARRIVALS.

with Oyster

for Ii. WALKER

me « le trash kept

[ HADDIES thit are Iuidics, N
| ORANGES AND LEMONS

utiful Oranges and Eemons just arrived this day

ELUCHEL WA LEL BN,

Guelph, 81st December dw Wholesale and Retail, Guelph

ALMA BLOCK, GUELPH.

e~ WHOLESALE.

=20

|

NOW OPENING,

/Another Shipment of Glaséware!

CONSISTING OF IN PART -~

Tumblers, Goblets, Wines
Decanters, Celery Glasses
Butters, Sugars and Creams
Spoon Holders, Salt Cellars :
Preserve Dishes, in great variety
Cruet Bottles, Cruet Frames
Bird Fountains, ——
Bird Seed Boxes, Bird Baths
| Lamsp Chimneys
pecia Jars, supauned covers
&c. &ec. &e.

IMPORTERS.

Guelph, 28th December dw

SANTA CLAUS HAS ARRIVED,

And is superntending the RETAIL DEPARTMENT of the

'Grelph CONFECTIONERY Works
THE MAMMOTH CAKE

) } To be Cut and Sold at 30c¢. per 1b., worth 50c.

Every person should have a picce of the LARGENT CAK VER MADE IN THE
DOMINION. Please leave your order by Wednesday evening.
Also, an endless variciy of GOODS for

Christmas Presents and New Year's Gifts!

For large and small. ¥3* Come one and all, come all, afid see for yourseives.

H. BERRY.

daw tf

Jaelph, Dee. 22, 1568,




