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. free. You have told her, I suppose?”
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“dale? ;
_ Jack was prepared for the question,
nd. brwln: himself, answered quite | -
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- CHAPTER XXI.

“Thank you very much,” said poor
Jack; “but I'm afraid that wen't be
possible, Fact is,” he went en, as if
inspired, “I have just accepted an apt;l
pointment which will keep me i
London. I was going to write te Miss
Norton, but perhaps you will be se
kind ag to discus§ the matter with
her.”

Ferndale looked slightly surprised,
and Jack hurried on:

“As you know, I have been acting
as her agent, and, as I have to take up
this appointment at once, I'm afraid I
shall have to ask Miss Norton te ac-
cept my resignation without much
notice—or’any, in fact,” he stammer-
éd. “Everything is straight. 1 dare
say I can run down once er twice—
if jt’s necessary; but I hope it won’t
he. You see, it's quite probable I
may have to go abroad any moment.
Perhaps I could see Mr. Horton in
town and settle up affairs with him.”

Ferndale still looked surprised; but
he thought that the appointmant Jack
spoke of was an urgent one, and he
said, good-naturedly enough:

“You must not let anything stand in
the way of your interests, Mr, Chal-
fonte, ‘I anr sure Mr. Horton could
arrange so that you should be quite

“Well, no—no, I have;l;;," replied
Jack. “Fact is, I didn’t want te both-
er her about business this afternoen.
I'll see Horton in London.” He glan-
ced at his watch. “By George! I've
only just time to catch the train. Good-
bye, Ferndale—and good luck!”

“Thanks; and good luck te you,” re-
sponded Ferndale, and he held out his
band and gave Jack’s quite a warm,
hearty shake.

Jack walked about London for the
rest of the day; he felt that he eould
not meet even Jiggles; l;ut he need
not have been afraid of doing so, for
that hard-working barrister had gone
on ejrcuit.

Jack made the appointmen§ with
Hearton; and the next morning he
went te that gentleman's office.

*How do" you do, Uhalfonte? ~Why,
what's the matter—seedy?’ was Mr,
Horton’s greeting. “You don't look
well.”

. “Just g bit oft colour; nothing more,
Can we settle up the matters of the
estate right away, as 1 wrote and
asked- you to do?”

- “Why, ‘yes,” said > Horton, glancing
at him keenly. “This is rather sud-
den, isn’t it? I mean, your change of
movements. Lord Ferndale told me
about it last night. I hope this ap-
pointmy/int of yours is a geod one,
What is it, by the way?” ;

- Jack was floored for a moment, and
he turned away as he replied:

“Well, it's something I'm not quite
el liberty to speak about just at pres-
ent; tell you later. Got the papers?”

They seated themsclves at the ta-

thing was clear and straightforward,
and the settliug-up did not take very
long. Presently, and suddenly, with
& penetratifig look, Horton said:

“Of course, you have heard of Miss
Norton's enn;emeut to Lord Fern-

3 Splendid match, isp't it s

dale should be informed of the mys-
terious incidents connected with Mr.
Chalfonte’s bequest of his fortune to
Miss Norton.”

“I've never mentioned the matter to
a single soul,” said Jack quickly; “and
I don’t intend doing so. And I don’t
see any reason why Miss Norton or
Ferndale should be told. It would
only make them—well, uncomfortable;
and why on earth should you do
that?”

Mr. Horton nodded gravely.

“Well!” he said, thoughtfully. There
was a pause, then he went on: “That
mystery—if I'm not using too big a
word—warries me still, Chalfonte.

}_That two wills were signed that night

is absolutely certain; the men’s evi-
dence is too clear to leave any doubt
abeut it. The mystery lies in the
question—What became of the other
will? I am certain it was not burnt;
for there were no traces, n8 ashes to
be foynd in the room; and it was not
torn up, or it would have been in the
waste-paper basket. It is in evidence
that Chalfont meant to leave the mon-

“Ob, that!” said Jack, flushing red-

|1y and staring st tha cheque. som, |
| well, Took here, Horfon, I've got &)

éurious kind of feeling® about ‘this
money. I don’t want to take it. You

see, I've had g lot of fun over thig—1I

job; it's been more pleasure than
work, and I—I'd rather not acecept
anything in the way of screw. Here,

‘| look here! Yon take the cheque and

buy a wedding present for Miss Nor-
ton for me.”

He scrawled his name on the hack
of the cheque and laid it on the table.
Mr. Horton looked from the slip of
paper to Jack’'s face, then he laid his
hand en the young man's shoulder and
bent a piercing gaze on him.

“I understand, Chalfonte,” he said,
in a low voice. “I'm sorry. I'm very
sorry.”

“That’s all right,” said Jack, ».mii he
shook Horton’s hand and went out.

U
When he reached his chambers, he

wrote a letter to Mrs, Feltham, telling
her of his “appointment,” and his pos-
sible suddep departure—for some
place unnamed. He tried to write a
line or two to Nora, but he could net,
simply could not. Reopening Mrs.
Feltham’s letter, he added a post-
script: ; “Will you please give my
kind regards to Miss Norton, and ask
her if she will be good enough to ae-
cept Jim frﬁm me? I couldn’t possi-
bly take him where I am going.”
Having got through his correspond-
ence, he formed himself into a com-
mittee of ways and means. It was not
a cheerful committee; for Jack found
that his worldly possessions consisted

ey to you, and I'm inclined to think | Of & little over ten pounds, his furni-

that very night he signed one will
leaving it to Miss Norton, ard the oth-
er leaving it to you.”

“Oh, what's the use of speculating
or worrying about the thing?” said
Jack, with a touch of weary indiffer-
ence and impatience. “I thought we'd
settled that question long ago. Any-
how, that torn letter of Chalfont’s
made it clear that he was leaving
everything to her. Don’t bother any
more about it. I've ceased to trouble
my head about it long since. Besides,
I'd a ‘darned sight sooner she had it
than I. Oh!” He jumped up and took
hig hat. “Well, I must be off: got lots
to do: may have to leave England at
any moment; perhaps sha'n't see you
again—for some time, Everything's
squared up, isn’t it?”

“Bverything excepting one little
matter,” said Mr. Horton, with a dry
smile, He handed Jack a cheque. “It
isn't often a man forgets his salary,
Chalfonte,”

ture, clothes, and a few articles of
jewellery. As he had given up the
Law, or the Law had given him up,
the chambers were an URRDECESSAry
luxﬁry. He gave notice to the land-
lord and wrote a line to Jiggles, ask-
ing him to take over the furniture or
gell it; then he went out into the
street and wondered what his “ap-
pointment” was and how he was go-
ing to get it.

Towards evening he found himself
at the Sports Club, and, though he
had no appetite, he ordered & modest
chop. While he was eating it, Telby
came in. ' You had only to look at Tei-
by’s face to see that ‘By the Wayside'
was going strong, and he seated hime
self opposite Jack and told him, with
unctuous self-satisfaction. that they
were playing to “capacity,” meaning
that the house held every night .as
large an audience as it was capable of
doing, and he added that Miss Grace
Lawless was in fine form,
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. Sweetheart is naturally the

- sweetmeat that gave him
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- The F(avour Lasts

This new, thick, fruity sauce
from England is simply de-
licious, and such a welcome
change to the old-fashioned
sauces.

Wouldn't it be werth your
while te try the ome and
. Quly H.P. Sauce?

“Better come round with me and
haye & look at her,” he said.

But Jack declined, and remarked
abséntmindedly that he was going
abroad for a considerable period and
that he had to do his packing. As a
matter of fact, he did -not pack at
onte, for the simple reason that,
though he longed to get away some-
where, he did not kpow where to g0;
but during the sleepless night he did
sucecged in making something of a
plan, Jiggles had laughed when he,
Jack, had suggested the Colonies as
the place for him, but now it seemed
to Jaeck that there was nothing else.
When a man cannot earn his living by
his brains, he must do it with his
hands. He was a strong man ,even
amongst strong men, and surely it
would be possible for him to get his
bread and cheese as a farm labourer.
He could even drive a milk-cart.

With the desire of men in his con-
dition to be doing something definite,
he began to pack a portmanteau, de-
ciding to start at once for—some-
where. He was in the midst of the
litter which he had created when
there came a kmock at the door, and
Jack, thinking it was his charwoman,
answered, “Come in!” without. turn-
ing his head. The door opened and
closed, but no ome spoke, and Jack,
looking over his shoulder, saw Maud
standing looking at him.

London has a mysterious power of
working sudden changes in those who
come under its spell. It had certain-
ly worked a marked transformation in
Maud Delman, and the change did -not
lie so much in the fact that she was
now beautifully dressed in something

her mien and_carriage. were altered;
the old grace of her form was accen-
tyated by a certain refinement and
eagse of bearing which even her short
training had given her. But it was
evident that the self-possession she
displayed at this mement was attained
by an effort, for her face was pale, her
lips slightly tremfilous, and there was
a shamed look, an expression of pain-
ful anxiety, in her eyes.

“‘Halloa!” cried” Jack pleasantly;
then he grew suddenly grave. “Y say,
what’s brought you here? This is no
place—I mean, I'm =a hachelor, and
den't receive lady visitors.”

She came forward with outstretch-
ed hands. :

‘Don’t be angry, Mt Chalfonte. I—
I couldn’t help it. Mr. Telby told me
last night"—she struggled with her
voice, 'and tried to smile—“that you
were going away—abrgad ”

“Tlu*t’s s0,” said Jack, in a matter
of-fact voice. “But there’s nothing ex-
traordinary in that. I'm not the first
w to go abroad.”

“But he said you were going for a
long time,” she faltered, and involune
tarily she sank into a chair and, grip-
ping the arms, gazed at him with the
eyes which worked such havoc with

’ the male part of the audience at the

mlpil.

.“Oh, 80 yow'd®* thought you’d come
and say good-bye,” ‘sald Jack, vague-
ly con!und and worrlod by the trou-
ble that wu shown ‘so eloquently in
her face. “That’s very [Bood of you,
Maud. And so you're getting on quite

| famously, Telby tells me, Youll be

at the fop of the tree before long—
‘one of the stars, with a hundred
mnd-uwnkndmmmumnn
the papers. But it's been there al-,
ready—saw it week. Well, Pm
very glad. 1 suppose you're going to
mocucmlnﬂumpum whoir
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now $10.00.
now 14.00.
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23.00.
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34.00.
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presidént Wilson has informe

L +t that he has transmitted its

dng an armistice and peace to

oction that if these governments
ace upon the terms and the pri
slitary advisers and the military

ates be asked to submit the nece

mistice as will fully protect the
volved. He says that should suc
owested, acceptance by Germa
rete evidence of her unequiv
srms and principles of ro~--
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§ON FORWARDS REPLY TO Raismg
ATRIANY. have s

WASHINGTON, Oct. 23. ;?:lclh:
president Wilson’s reply was for-

lorded Germany at 9 o’clock to-night. TWO

BRITISH OPEN NEW ATTACK.

LONDON, Oct. 23.
The British began a Tnew attack n
ly to-day on the front between Le ::D };V
teau and Solesmes, south of Val- ed
ciennes, Field Marshal Haig an-)Ponde
bunced to-day. The British have and Px
stured Bruyay, two and a half miles
brth of Valenciennes.

HUN LINES SMASHED.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IN
CE AND BELGIUM, Oct. 23.—

he British Third and Fourth armies
day smashed through strong Ger-

n defensive positions south of Val-

helennes. They gained ground to a
ppth of more than five thousand
ds on an extended front, capturing |

any important villages and several
ousand prisoners, together with nu-
erous guns and driving a wedge in-
b the enemy positions at what prob-
bly is the most vital point of the
es the Germans are holding. The

hting was of a desperate nature,

he German machine gunners holding
it to the last. Large numbers of the
pjemy were killed. The advance con- w1
jnues and the menace to the Ger-|NORT
ans to the north and south of the | —In t
ont attacked ‘is hourly growing.

urther retreats are expected.
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AN IMPORTANT ATTACK. machighl|
WITH THE ALLIED ARMIES IN |last.
RANCE AND BELGIUM, Oct. 23.—
he attack of the British Third and
ourth Armies on a wide front south
Valenciennes to-day, is of vital
trategic importance. The Allied sa-
ent here menaces the German lines
ll the way to Holland and if it is
dened it will have a tremendous
flect also on the enemy front to the
puth.

BRITISH PROGRESS.

LONDON, Oct. 23.
North of Valenciennes the British
ptured about two-thirds of the

{r

more

Ve
CIGARS.

BOCK,
GOVERNORS;
LA AMALIA,

and our famous
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