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MR. CLAPP SCORES 
THE GOVERNMENT

<Sn the Way the Coastal Service 
Is Carried Out in the District 
of St. Barbe.

Xr. Clapp.—I ask leave to present 
what I consider to be a most import­
ant petition from the people of Bonne 
Bay and that section of the coast down 
towards Labrador. The petition deals 
with the work of the S. S. “Home," the
freight, passenger and mail service 
U sets out that the “Home" is too 
small a boat for the service; that she 
has not sufficient freight and passen­
ger accommodation, and that the mails 
are most irregular. This is not the 
first time that I have brought a similar 
petition before this House. During 
the last session of the House by tele­
gram as well as by petition I brought 
this matter forward but nothing ap­
parently, was done. The conduct of 
the mall service by the “Home” last 
summer was almost the worst since 
the steamer started running. The 
people of Bonne Bay may well be 
termed a law-abiding people; for no 
other part of the Island would allow 
such a service to be continued. I have 
travelled by the “Home" myself and I 
have been in Bonne Bay when she was 
going through. I have seen freight 
left upon the wharf there for the sim­
ple reason that this boat was unable 
to take it. Now this has been going 
on, the freight has been increasing and 
no means have been taken to remedy 
these conditions. I am not going to 
find fault with the Reids, because they 
are merely minors in the matter. If 
the Government are not able to take 
hold of the Reids and see that the 
work for which they are paid is pro­
perly carried out they will go on in 
the same way. The passenger accom­
modation is appalling. There is ac­
commodation for some 30 saloon pas­
sengers and some 70 steerage, or sec­
ond class passengers. If you would 
travel, sir, by that boat, especially 
when the fishermen are returning from 
Labrador you would see a spectacle 
that can only be compared to herring 
packed in a barrel. Brute beasts 
would not be treated worse. They are 
huddled together like sheep. Ask men 
like Mr. George White ley—ask the or­
dinary man who travels by the 
“Home" when overcrowded. I have 
had to sleep on a couch in the saloon, 
as all berths were filled and every seat 
occupied. This was where we took our 
meals. Is that fair to passengers? 
Now, then, take the freight accommo­
dation. Why should the people of 
Bonne Bay be at a loss through the 
non-delivery of freight? or why should 
people who write and send letters 
through that mail service be at a loss? 
Why should the "Home,” because of a 
little stress of weather pass i>ort after 
pert carrying mails and freight with 
her and bringing them back on her re- 

f*urn trip from the Labrador. Freight 
is often never found, it never finds 
its place—its locus In quo. Now, I am 
going to read for the information of 
this House a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Richards, who is the Church of Eng­
land missionary oh that part of the 
coast, and I am sure that when the 
House hears this letter read it will 
bear out exactly what I say. This is 
the, letter, a copy of which was pub­
lished in the Telegram of the 12th of 
March. It says: —

"With a vehemence and persistence 
unknown in a hilly country where 
gust is succeeded by lull and respite 
the untiring northeaster sweeps into 
its relentless grasp all lighter materi­
al, including the snows of the past 
week, and flings them forth a sacri­
fice to the raging waters of the Gulf 
ol’ St Lawrence. With discretion not 
foreign to valour, we stay at home 
and bathe our shins by the kindly 
hearth, now and again melting enough 
frost off the window pane to peer 
forth and pass comment on the con­
dition of the weather. Yesterday, in 
the words of Dr. Mosdell. of Bonne 
Bay, the poor old “Home" sauntered 
up" having been nine days coming a 
distance that usually takes two. Not 
less objects of pity are the captain 
and his crew than the poor Impotent 
brute of a ship of which they are the 
victims. With every haven of refuge 
closed and jeering at her with Arctic 
insolence,
Where she has spent the past twenty- 

four Hours Heaven only knows!
We pray, however, that long before 
these lines have an opportunity of 
appearing in print, she shall have 
reached “the haven where she would 
be.” The most pitiable victims of this

mockery of a service, however, are 
the poor people of these sub-Arctic 
coasts. Yesterday, had the ship been 
at all suitable for the service, she 
could have steamed in through the few 
hundred yards of lolly Ice and laid 
her side against the hard ice of the 

; harbor of Flower’s Cove, permitting 
us to take our freight in a few min- 

; utes with a minimum of labor. In­
stead boats had to be hauled a long 
distance then worked out through 
slob ice, involving much hard labor, 
and great loss of time. After going, 
to all this trouble we reached the 
‘Home,’ only to be told that no freight 
was to be taken out as there was not 
sufficient time. What irony was here! 
Freight for which we had been wait­
ing so long, in the hold of the ‘Home.’
Empty boats alongside to take It, 

hungry children in some eases 
longing for it,

and now, tantalus like, it is put to the 
lips only to be rudely snatched away. 
A strong protest fetches us a portion 
ol our goods. One poor man received 
two out of four barrels of flour on 
board for him. Of three very import­
ant packages on board for him the 
writer received but one. Earlier in 
the fall, out)of five barrels of pota­
toes shippemto him and paid for, he 
lost one. He also lost a barrel of 
potatoes in the fall of 1910. In the 
fall of 1911, a hundred dollars worth 
of goods shipped to- him, was landed 
iu other ports from ten to fifty miles 
away. Some of these have not yet 
turned up. In spite of all this, the 
pen has never been taken to find 
fault. Knowing the difficulty of the 
work to be done, patience seemed 
commendable. At last it ceases to be 
a virtue. Our quarrel is not alto­
gether with the poor terror-stricken 
officers and crew, though they would 
deprive us of our much-needed food 
for the winter. Who could blame 

! them for rushing to reach, if possible,
| some fit anchorage in the impending 
i hui ricane.
| Rather would we take to task the 

“Powers that be,” who are
responsible for the farcial service 
imposed upon the Straits of Belle Isle. 
It is an axiom of medicine that if any 
body or part of it is to retain good 
health, there must be a vigorous flow 
of good tjlood into every part. Let 
this flow cease in any limb and the re­
sult is death in such limb. A good, 
healthy system is as careful that a 
small toe shall receive .its due, as 
that of the leg or arm shall receive 
theirs. So far as the Body Politic of 
Newfoundland is concerned, if It 
does not mind it will1 be guilty of 
wantonly destroying the vitality of 
what, if rightly treated, is to become 
the right hand of the Colony,— the 
British' Columbia of Newfoundland.- 
A congestion of commerce is poured 
by the many avenues of traffic, open 
ail the year round, into the larger 
centres of the Colony. In the straits 
where we have but one means only 
of procuring our supplies, and where
Several thousand people are cut oft 

from the outside world five or six 
months of the year,

we are supplied with a service that is 
a standing insult to the people and 
little short of a disgrace to the coun­
try. If the coast has to be content 
with a steamship service—and a ser­
vice that depends upon navigation 
can never solve the problem in con­
nection with the development of the 
North of Newfoundland—it must be 
one that does not grin in our faces 
with all the insolence of impotency 
as the present does. May we ask the 
question, sir, if there is in this self- 
governing Colony of ours, where no­
ble men lightly pass laws which hin- 
de: a poor man from procuring for 
his children, by his hard honest toil, 
a pound of fresh meat or a barrel of 
herring, unless it be done how and at 
what time they please,—who even go 
so far as to invade by their undigest­
ed legislation, the right of a man to 
preserve his vension by tinning, say­
ing in effect, “you must let that quart­
er of vension rot if it comes mild, 
but by no means tin it, if you do you 
pay a fine or go to prison,”—may we 
ask. sir, considering the capacity of 
our legislators, for detail, if there is 
any authority before whose bar

Fresh New Groceries for Easter.
New Zealand Table Butter•

Moir’s & Lowncy’s Confection­
ery.

Moiras Fresh Cakes.
New Bananas.
California Oranges, 40c. doz. 
Valencia Oranges, 15c. doz. 
Table Apples.

New Walnuts, Brazil, etc. 
Malaga Table Raisins. 
Shelled Walnuts.
Turkey Figs.
Messina Lemons.
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Table JeHys, Creams and Costards, in endless variety.
3 lbs. “ HOMESTEAD ” TEA tor $1.00. This Tea was formerly 
retailed by us for 5oc: lb., and known as “ English Breakfast.

New Finnan Haddie.
Njw Marrowfat Green Peas 
Selected Boneless Jowls.
New York Corned Beef. 
Family Mess (Ribs) Pork
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10 lb. Parsnips or Carrots for 28c 
10 lb. Valencia Onions, 25c.

SINCLAIRS FIDELITY HAMS 
LUNHAM’S IRISH BACON.

DUCKWORTH STREET and QUEEN’S

A Passenger Ship may be Adjudged 
Seaworthy or Otherwise.

If so, and that august body is doing its 
duty, we must regard the sanitary 
condition» existing on board thésteam- 
er thte fall, as reaching the stand­
ard required. More need not be said 
on this subject here than this: The 
man, who, knowing the sanitary con­
ditions existing on board the steamer, 
would allow a female relative of his 
to take passage by her, ought to be 
banished from society. We forbear 
saying what should be done to the 
august body responsible for such con­
ditions. Enough, however, of this ad­
verse criticism, which is by no means 
pleasant to us. The question is, if 
we are to be content with a steamship 
service, what must be its qualifica­
tions?

1. —The ship must be able to carry
twice as much freight as the s.s. 
Home, and have accommodation 
for about four times as many 
steerage passengers.

2. —She must draw very little pore
.water than the Home, and her 
superior carrying capacity must 
be in breadth, not so much in 
length.

3. —She must steam ten knots at all
times quite easily.

4. —She must be as powerful to
withstand Arctic Ice as any seal­
ing ship in the fleet.

It is a little short of disgusting to 
see an egg-shell of a boat turn her tail 
to a few inches of ice and carry off 
your goods to
Dump Them out Somewhere for An- 

— other seven months.
In fact, at the end of that time you 
may think yourself lucky if after pay­
ing a second freight on it you get it at 
all. Again, in the spring, so long as 
there is an excuse for a pan of ice in 
the Straits, the boats that ought to be 
causing new life to pulsate around 
our shores, are loitering away their 
own time, and causing us to waste 
our precious time, by making short 
trips from Bay of Islands, taking care 
that so long as a pan of Ice can be 
sighted they will make the most of it 
as justification for what, in plain Eng­
lish, can only be termed laziness. 
Perhaps the boats are all to blame. If 
so give them steamers that can cleave 
with imputnity the heaviest jam that 
ever forced through the Straits of 
Belle Isle from May 1st to Dec. 31st. 
Then there will be no excuse.

5. —A fifth qualification for a satis­
factory service, is a purser ’who is in 
ali respects a man—not an ass. or 
whdt is worse, a man who makes an 
ass of himself. I have no doubt our 
pursers could be all right. I am sure 
some of them are because they prove 
it. But they who would be all right 
make themselves all wrong by a too 
frequent and uent use of something 
stronger than tea."

J. T. RICHARDS.
Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 consider that 

a very strong and powerful letter, 
coming as it does from a missionary 
on that part of the coast. Mr. Rich­
ards is not a man to complain unless 
necessity calls for It. The merchant 
of Bonne Bay is not a man to com­
plain; the fisherman Is not a man to 
complain; but they see before them, 
t may be, a “Titanic Disaster” on a 

small scale. I have spoken to the 
captains and they agreed that the boat 
s most inadequate for the work. If 

the Government of the day does not 
look into the matter, and if disaster 
follows, I for my part will have done 
my duty. As I have already said, this 
is not the first time this matter has 
come before the House. It concerns 
the flshernten. the travelling public 
and the business man, and if all this 
is blocked, what is going to become 
of the great north-west coast of 
which the Rt. Hon, the Premier spoke 
so glowingly of the other day. Now 
it behooves the Government of the 
day to step into the breach. This is 
the last opportunity I will have in op­
position" to bring this matter before 
the House, but I shall leave this side 
of the House having done my (luty to 
the district. I trust, Mr, Speaker, 
hat this matter will not be dropped, 

and that steps, if not already taken, 
will be taken, and the public and the 
people of Bonne Bay an'd that part of 
he coast should demand it. It is un- 
lair to them and their mode of living, 
and to their families. It is unfair to 
every man who travels that coast or 
travels by the “Home" that he should 
uot be properly looked after. It is 
unfair to the man Xvho ships his 
goods. It is unfair to all. Now, as I 
have said, this petition is signed by 
all the merchants of Bonne Bay, in 
fact by every man on that coast, and 
if this matter is not taken up I have 
relieved myself of my duty towards 
the District. I trust that if steps 
have not already been taken that the 
Government will at once start to 
work and order that the “Home” be 
taken off and a larger steamer put 
on, which will meet the requirements 
of that part of the coast. I would ask 
that this petition be received and re­
ferred to the Department of the Col­
onial Secretary;

Mr. Kent thought that this import­
ant petition of Mr. Clapp’s and the let­
ter which he read bearing on the 
matter showed a condition of affairs 
which should be promptly dealt with. 
It showed the service was absolutely 
inadequate to the needs of this im­
portant district, and considering the 
history of the place and the embargo 
placed on its development for over a 
century by the French Shore Treaty, 
and now that it was beginning to find 
its place In the sun, every effort 
should be made to enable the people 
along the coast to work out as quick­
ly as possible their destiny which 
was evidently intended they should 
fill. The service of the Home on that 
coast was utterly and absolutely in­
adequate and no proper remedy had 
so far been applied. Session after ses­
sion Mr. Clapp has brought the mat­
ter before the House by petition or 
in some other manner, and it should 
be very encouraging now that after 
all his efforts he finds the Government 
preparing to take the matter up and 
that when the service opens in the 
spring an adequate service would be 
provided.

Another Fatality.
WOMAN BURNT TO DEATH.

On Saturday we recorded one of the 
worst accidents that occurred in the 
city for some time, and to-day it is our 
unpleasant duty to note another fatal 
ending as the result of a burning ac­
cident, the victim being Miss Annie 
Kelly, aged thirty years, who liv­
ed with her sister, Mrs. Fleming, on 
Boggan Street. At 7.15 Miss Kelly 
had just finished her tea and was sat 
before the fire in the bedroom. Sud­
denly and owing to a high wind pre­
vailing a flaw or gust of fire came 
through the bars of the grate of the 
stove and ignited her dress. Her en­
tire clothing were ^quickly enveloped 
in flames. Her screams did not at 
first attract anybody as it was thought 
she wanted something, and one of Mrs. 
Fleming’s children was sent to her 
call. The latter seeing the condition
of his aunt promptly ran into the ad­
joining room where his father and 
mother were taking their tea and 
shouted fire! fire! Mr. and Mrs.
Fleming hastily came to Miss Kelly’s 
aid. They found her in a mass of 
flames and without delay tore from her 
body the burning clothes. Meanwhile 
the Fleming children, numbering six, 
escaped from the house and gave an 
alarm. They visited the houses of 
their uncles, Messrs. Matthew and 
Michael Kelly, close by, who were out. 
Neighbours gathered around and soon 
an alarm of fire was sent in from box 
26, bringing the Central and West End 
firemen to the scene but their services 
were not required as the fire was ex­
tinguished. Soon after Dr. Rendell 
arrived and on examining Miss Kelly, 
who was badly burned about tiie head 
and lower limbs, ordered her to Hos­
pital where she was taken a half an 
hour later in the ambulance and where 
all possible was done by the doctors 
and nurses to alleviate her pain, as 
she suffered extreme agony. The vic­
tim only lived five hours, and at 12.15 
she died at the Institution mentioned. 
The body was sent to the late home 
of the deceased to-day and prepared 
for burial. Much sympathy will be 
expressed for the bereaved family.
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Seeing the Country. |
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The man who 
bolds a public 
job has little 
peace or pleas­
ure; the papers 
say he is a slob, 
and roast him 
without measure. 
And then the up­
lift magazines get 
on his trail and 
hound him, until 
he le aves for 

other scenes, his record wrapped 
aiound him. So let me raise my gar­
den sass, remote from public clamor, 
and saw my wood and mow my grass, 
and nail things with a hammer. Oh, 
let me cultivate the soil, no laurel 
wreaths demanding, for there’s a 
peace in humble toil that passeth un­
derstanding. When I am dead no 
marble shaft will make my fame eter­
nal, as shafts will stand o’er Old Bill . 
Taft and Woodrow and the Colonel; 
I’ll mildly play my lowly game, with 
never noise or bustle; I cannot hope . 
for lasting fame, like that of Pastor 
Russell. But when our little journey's 
done, perhaps folks will be saying: 
"He did as much as any one, by stick­
ing to his haying." I gather up the : 
eggs and pack the butter down in 
firkins, and I’m as happy in my shack 
as Aldrich, Clark or Perkins. No 
enemy with voice or pen is climbing 
on my record; I sympathize with pub­
lic men whose lives are fierce and 
checkered.

Oopyrîeht. 1*U. hr 
irforge Matthew Adame CJhniX^

ROAD.

ACTED STRANGELY—About seven' 
o’clock last evening two undesirable 
characters who give the police au­
thorities any amount of trouble, were 
seen loitering around a certain Water 
Street store gnd acting in a strange 
manner. They fled on the approach 
of two citizens. It was evident they 
were after something.

IS YOUR COUGH GOING FROM BAD 
TO WORSE.

If you catch a cold (which very 
often developes Into a congh) every­
one can tell you how to cure it! If 
one tried half the things his friends 
recommended he would be a physical 
wreck!

Fortunately It isn’t necessary to ex­
periment with ginger tea and such 
things, get a bottle of Stafford’s Phora- 
tone Cough and Cold Cure, take ac­
cording to directions and you will bw 
relieved in a few hours.

Phoratone is not like most things 
put up for this purpose. There isn’t a 
particle of Quinine in it. It relieves 
the Inflamed congested condition of 
the mucous membranes of the nose 
and tfiroat, and soon rids the system 
of the poisong that cause colds.

Don’t wait until you get that hor­
rible, hacking cough which you are 
not able to get rid of. No treatment 
having been found auccessful up to 
the present time. Try Phoratone 
Congh Cure at once.

Price 25 cents a bottle. Postage 5 
cents extra.

For sale at
STAFFORD'S DRUG STORE, 

Theatre Hill.
STAFFORD’S PHARMACY,

Duckworth Street
and all Outport merchants.
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ROSSLEY THEATRE

INFECTIOUS DISEASES. — Last 
'week six cases of scarlet fever'and 2 
of diphtheria were reported in the city. 
There are now in hospital 29 patients; 
6 of smallpox, 19 scarlet fever. V-of 
typhoid and 3 of diphtheria.

ST. JOHN’S LEADING VAUDEVILLE HOUSE.

Great Easter Pantomime

HIGH JINKS.
32 People in Caste 32.

Different to any production given yet.

EVERYTHING NEW.
Catchy Songs and Dainty Dances. 
Pretty Costumes.
Gorgeous Mechanical Effects.
Something never attempted in St. John’s before.

Six Beautiful Butterfly Dancers
In eh gant costumes, and your own city children.

The Star Orchestra, ever popular. Leader, Prof. Ryall. Matinee 2.30, 
10 and 20 cts. Children 5 cts. Night 6.30, 20 and 30 cts. For seats be in 
t:me.

AMERICAN WRITE

EMBROIDERED DRESSES.
Sizes 32, 34, 36, 38, 40.

These Dresses are beautifully trimmed with Lace and Insertion, 

Dutch and Low Necks, % sleeves. They are worth from $7.50 to $10.00, 

and we are selling them for

$6.00 to $7.50.
P. F- COLLINS,

299 and 301 Water Street.

HARDWARE
DEPT.

SPRING
-AND—-

PAINT.
HARDWARE

DEPT.

The sealers are gone—Spring is opening upon us; now is the 
time to think about a general clean up. The"doors and windows 
need a coat of .paint, skirtings and stairs need varnishing, in fact-, 
you require a tin of paint or varnish to get the real Spring feel­
ing.

flWe carry a full stock of Brandram & Henderson’^ Liquid 
Paints, etc., in àll sizes. Use Brandram & Henderson’” Paints 
and Varnish, they, give you just the finish you want—and satis­
faction.

Furniture Varnish. Hat Enamel.
Carriage Varnish. Black Japan^

Damar Varnish. Shellac.
Enamel Paint. Oil Finishes.

MARBLEINE FRESCOTA lor Walls,
PAINT BRUSHES ol every description.

Varnish Stain. 
Oil Stain.
Floor Varnish, 
Copal Varnish.

JOB PRINTING Executed


