
i's, Newfoundland. November 18, 19l0.--2
my lord, whom you banged the 
other day at------ ’

• What of him, fellow?’ replied the 
judge, his features suddenly flushing 
crimson.

To be continued.

trial. With that finding I need soar- 
cely say I entirely agree. I am as 
satisfied of youi» guilt as if I had seen 
you commit the act with my own bod­
ily eyes. The circumstance of your 
being a person who, from habits and 
education, should have been above 
committing so base a crime, only ag­
gravates your guilt However, no 
matter who or what you have been, 
you mist expiate your offence on the 
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for the safety of society, decreed the 
punishment of death for such crimes : 
our only and plain duty is to execute 
that law.”

The prisoner did not reply: he was 
leaning with his elbows on the front 
of the dock, his bowed face covered 
with his outspread hands; and the 
judge passed sentence of death in the 
accustomed form. The court arose, 
and a turnkey placed his hand upon 
the prisoner’s arm, to lead him away. 
Suddenly he uncovered his face, drew 
himself up to his full height—he was 
a remarkably tall man—and glared 
fiercely round upon the audience, like 

,a wild animal at bay. “My lord," he 
-vied, or rather shouted, in an excited 
voice. ’The judge motioned impa­
tiently to the jailer, and strong hands 
impelled the prisoner from the front 
>f the dock. Bursting from them, he 
age in sprang forward, and his arms 
outstretched, whilst his glittei ing eye 
seemed to hold the judge spell-bound 
exclaimed, “My lord, before another 
month has passed away, you will ap­
pear at the bar of another world, to 
answer for the life, the innocent life, 
which God bestowed upon me, but 
which you have impiously cast away 
as a thing of naught and scorn ! " He 
ceased, and was at once borne off 
The court, in some confusion, hastily 
departed. It was thought at the time 
that the judge's evidently failing 
health had suggested the prophecy to 
the prisoner. It only excited a few 
days’ wonder, and was forgotten.

The position of a barrister in such 
circumstances is always painful. 1 
need hardly say that my feelings were 
of a very distressing kind. Conscious, 
that If the unfortunate man really 
was guilty, he was at least not de 
serving of capital punishment, I ex­
erted myself to procure a reprieve, 
in the first place I waited privately 
on the judge ; but hp would not listen 
to; no proposal for a respite. Along 
.with a number of individuals—chleflv 
t>f the Society of Friends—I petitioned 
the crown for a commutation of the 
Sentence. But being unaccompanied 
with a recommendation from the 
judge, the prayer of our petition was 
of course disregarded : the law, it was 
said, must take its course. How much 
Cruelty has been exercised under 
shelter of that remorseless exptes- 
sion ! ’

1 woud willingly pass over the suc­
ceeding events. Unable to save hk 
life. I endeavoured to soothe the few 
remaining hours of the doomed»-con­
vict, and frequently visited him in 
the condemned cell. The more I saw 
of him, the deeper grew my Sympathy 
in bis case, which was that of no 
vulgar félon. “I have been a most 
unfortunate man,” he said to me one 
day. I feel as if. deserted by God 
and man; yet I know, or at least 
would persuade myself, that Heaven 
will one day vindicate my Innocence 
of this foul charge. To think of be­
ing hanged like a dog for a crime at 
which my soul ^revolts ! Great is the 
crime of those imbecile jurors and 
that false, and hard-hearted judge 
who thus, by an irreversible decree, 
consign a fellow-mortal to a death of 
violence and disgrace. Oh, God. help 
me—help me to sustain that bitter, 
bitter hour!” And then the poor mar.

restful nights.
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"A good hanging judge is A----- .’’
said the under-sheriff, who at that 
moment joined us, rubbing his. hands, 
as if pleased with the prospect of a 
few. executions. “No chance of the 
prophecy yonder coming to pass 1 
suppose?”

“Not in the least,” replied the bust­
ling counsel. "He never looked bet­
ter. His illness has gone comoiete- 
ly off. And this day’s work will 
brighten him up.’’

Cartwright's trial came on. I had 
never seen thejnan before, and was 

, not aware that this was the same 
person whom Harvey had incidently 
told me he had discharged for theft : 
the truth being, that till the last mo­
ment of his existence, that unfortun 
ate man had not known how much he 
had been a sacrifice to this Wretch’s 
malice.

The crime of which the villain now 
stood accused was that of robbing .ti 
farmer of the paltry sum of tight 
shillings,, in. the neighborhood of II 
fracombe. He pleaded not guiltv. 
but put in no defence. A verdict was 
recorded against him, and in due 
form A----- sentenced him to. be hang­
ed. An expression of fiendish mali­
gnancy gleamed over the haggard 
features of the felon as he asked 
leave to address a few words to the 
court. It was granted. Leaning for­
ward, and. railing his heavy, scowling 
eyes to the,judge,-he thus began:— 
‘ There is something-on ray mind, mv 
lord—a dreadful crime—which, as l 
am to die for the eight shillings I 
took from the farmeiy I m iy as well 
c nfess. Y on mavYemrmber Harvev,
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housewife. The bib is cut circular 
and slips on easily over the head 
requiring no pins or buttons to hold 
it in place. A generous size p5;k- 
et is a useful addition that will oe 
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garment as this could be success 
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inch material for the making. 
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agitatbn ; his pale countenance light­
ed up with indignant fire, and firm 
and self-possessed, he thus replied 
to the fearful interrogatory :—

‘ Much could I say in the name,- 
not of mercy but of justice, why th/ 
sentence about to be passed on me 
should not fie pronounced ; but / no­
thing, alas 1 that will avail me with 
you, pride-blinded ministers; of death. 
You fashion to yourselves—out" of 
your own vain conqeita ."do you fash­
ion—modas and instruments, by the 
aid of which you fjondly imagine to 
Invest yourselves ’with attrlttutea 
which belong only ito Omniscience:

THE MARCH ASSIZE.

iHE jury were not disposed to 
retire. After communing to- 

| 1. | gether for a few minutes, one 
of them stood up and delivered the 
verdict ; it was Guilty The judge 
assumed the crowning badge of the 
judicial potenttae—the black cap ; 
jnd the clerk of arraigns asked the

r
isooer at the bar, in the usual form, 
he had anything to urge why sen 
tençe of death should not be passed 
tjfion him.

Poor Harvey 1 I durst not look at 
him. As the sonorous words fell on 
his ear, hè whs" grispmg nervously 
With ^baking, hands at the front of 
the dpek. 'Be appeared stunned, 
bewildered, as a man but half-aWak- 
ened from a hideous dream might be 
supposed foToolt. He had compre­
hended, . though he scarcely heard, 
the verdict ; for one instant, the voice 
which traVa few years before sang to 
him by. brook side, was ringing »fb 
his brain, and he could recognize the 
little pattering feet of his children, as 
sobbing and clinging to their shriek­
ing mother’s dress, she and they 
were hurried cut of court. The 
clerk, after a painful pause, repeated 
the solemn formula., By a strong 
effort the dopmed man mastered his

8804.
comotive, simply because ttîê smeil of 
him is novel. Actuated by this In­
sane hate of whatever savours of an 
innovation the rhinoceros has charg­
ed an Iron water tank on the out­
skirts of a camp and has crumpled 
It up as a blacksmith would an em­
pty meat tin.
i “A conservative rhinoceros with a 
senile dislike of anything new once 
charged a train on the Uganda Rail­
way, but with no more serins results 
rhan the tearing away of the foot­
board of a carriage. As regards the 
rhinoceros in this case,
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that you are about' to commit a most 
cruel and deliberate murder."’

He paused, an* the jury looked in 
to each other’s /eyes for the .courage 
they could riot / find In their own 
hearts. The voice of conscience 
spoke, but wasi only for a few mo­
ments audible. The suggestions that 
what grave" parliaments, learned 
judges, and all classes of “respecta­
bility" sanctioned, could not be wrong 
much less murderous or cruel, silenc­
ed the “still, small” tones, and tran­
quilizer! the startled jurors.

“Prisoner at the bar,” said the 
judge with his cold, calm voice of 
destiny, “I cannot listen to such ob 
servations ; you have been found 
guilty of a heinous offence by a jury 
of your1 countrymen after a patient

it appeared 
surprised that a thing composed, as 
it had imagined, of flesh and blood 
eould be so hard. It -went off with 
an additional grievance and an in- 
ereased swelling of the head ”
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IN SAN FRANCISCO.
San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 14.—Beat­

en beyond semblance to a human 
form, the body of an aged woman 
was found to-day in a vacant lot next 
to the Savoy Theatre, in the centre 
of the business district in this city, 
John Knapp, a former convict, is in 
.’ail charged with the murder. Trie 
murdered woman was identified as 
Mrs. Julia Cary, aged 85 years. Iden­
tification was made by Mrs. Lrre 
matron of the city prison, who said 
Mrs. Gary had been in prison *a num­
ber of times for petty offences. De­
tectives found Knapp standing in 
front of a stable where he is employ­
ed, not far from the place where the 
body lay. He was placed under arrest 
and in his room in the stable was 
found a wooden weight smeared with 
blood, and knotted gray hair. Some of 
Knapp's discarded garments were 
covered with blood, and the collar 
and waist of the coat he wore when 
arrested were spotted with bloody 
finger prints. A trail was discovered
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arrived at a popular city in the west 
of Englcnd. It had in the Interval 
visited another assize town, and there 
Judge A-----had left three foi execu­
tion. At the trial of these men. how • 
ever, I had not attended. So shocked 
had been my feelings with the mourn­
ful event which had taken place at— 
that I had gone into Wales for tho 
sake of change of scene. After roam­
ing about tor a fortnight amidst the 
wild solitudes of Carnarvonshire, I 
took the stage for the city which I 
knew tj>e court was to visit, and ar 
rived on the day previous to the open­
ing of the assizes, j 

, “Well, are we to have a heavy cal­
endar?” I enquired next morning of n 
brother barrister on entering the 
court.

“Rather light for a March assize.” 
replied the impatient counsel as he 
bustled forward. “There’s Cart­
wright’s case—highway robbery—iu- 
which I am for the prosecution. He’ll 
swing for it, and perhaps four or five 
Other*,”
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