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UNCERTAINTY TURNS TO
CERTAINTY IN THE SOUTH

The Sphinx Has Winked—Winter 
Wheat Pokes Nose Above the 

Ground in the Cardston 
Country.

THE WEATHER IS NOW IDEAL
FOR RAPID GROWTH OF CROP

The Garden of Alberta Will Harvest
3,400,000 Bushels From 60,000

Acres—n Steam Outfits 
in One District.

Elevators Springing up at Every 
Point—Cardston’s Capacity I n- 
creased from 42,000 to 72,000— 
Raymond and Magrath and Othe- 
Centres Also Adding to Elevator 
Accommodation—Farmers Consid
ering Building an Elevator for 
Themselves—Flax and Oats Will 
Be Big Crop—Moisture of South 
Country its Great Feature.

I5y Our Own Correspondent.
Cardston, May ft—From Lethbridge 

we take a jump to the Mormon coun
try. AH the hotels in these parts can 
boast, although they very seldom do. 
of being under" local option restric
tions. The whole district is “dry.” 
That is from the brewer's point of 
view. Thu agriculturist, on the other 
hand, finds that one of the chief as
sets oi the soil is its moisture. To 
this cause is attributed the magnifi
cent crops which were harvested in 
this district last year. If the worst 
should ever conic the Mormon country 
could easily be counted on as being 
the “supreme hope” of the winter 
wheat belt.

Anyone wlto attempts! to size up 
the wheat situation along the line of 
tjie Alberta Railway and Irrigation 
Co. early in the month oi May, looked 
in%o the face oi a stolid stony sphinx 
Gtisivth in every district was retarded 
by the late spring. By the beginning 
og tiie second week the sphinx face 
had consider.-Uy relaxed. In th

******************** ********************
* * * gs
* HAND OF DEATH tj
* PREVENTED MURDER tj

*

Niagara Falls, May 11—The 
hand of death was all that pre
vented Willis White from kil
ling-Jos. Thomas here this aft
ernoon. Armed with a re
volver and a razor. White went 
to a bar, where Thomas was 
employed and demanded mon
ey. Thomas managed to elude 
him by dodging in and out 
among vehicles. Finallvhewas 
driven into a corner, but just 
as White lifted -liis revolver 
and fired he was attacked with 
a hemorrhage of the lunes ; the 
shot went wild ; White fell dead.

INSIST ON WEARING
BONNETS IN CHURCH.

Guelph, Ont., May 11—In 
spite of a resolution passed by 
the Guelph Ministerialassocia- 
assoeiation condemning thé 
wea-ing of big hats in church 
the church-going ladies - of 
Guelph positively declined, to 
remove their creations. Only 
in one church, the Norfolk 
Street Methodist, was there 
any sign of obedience oh the 
part of the ladies present and 
here the little company of four 
hatless women in the morning 
dwindled down to two at the 
evening sc twice.

******************** *****■*******<

KIDNAPPED NATIVES; 
STOLE GERMAN FLAG

English Captain Falls Foul of Ger- 
han Authorities Who Dispute 
Claim to Ownership of Island off 

New South Wales—Trying to Make 
International Affair of it.

CHINA’S SOVEREIGNTY 
IS FILLY RECOGNIZED

Russian Railway Administration in 
North Manchuria Must Bow to Pe
kin Authorities—The Open Door in 
Manchuria to be Maintained—Vic
tory tor Chinese Diplomacy.

pondent has just made through the 
country, the sphinx gave a very per
ceptible wink. From Cardston south 
to the Montana boundary through the 
Kimball and Coutts'districts the wheat 
is a beautiful green, from three to four 
inches high, end is growing fast The 
prospects for Spring Ccyilee, Magrath. 
Raymond and Stirling districts art- 
very good, only a few fields having 
been winter killed and reseeded to 
spring wheat. It is estimated that 
fully 95 per cent, of the wheat in the 
Mormon country has wintered well 
ami will give a magnificent yield for 
the correspondingly small amount of 
labor and anxiety expended.

Rough Estimate of Acreage.
Almost any statement could be made 

as to the acreage of winter wheat with
out fear of successful contradiction. It 
is obviously impossible to take a line 
and measure it off. The harvest 
would be over before that could be 
done. Only an estimate can be made. 
Say the Mormon farmers seeded G0.000 
acres to wheat last fall and you will 
not be far astray. This represents an 
increase in acreage of from ten -to fif
teen per cent, over the previous year. 
With an average yield ctf 40 bushels to 
the aertf the returns in Alberta Red 
alone may be estimated in the neigh
borhood of 2,400,030 bushels. As for 
the amount that will be seeded in the 
coming fall, the big farming outfits 
have as yet got no limit to their am
bitions in the line of winter wheat 
production.

Farmers are dubious about sowing 
spring wheat on account of the late 
season. -

“The past week is the first in which 
we have been able to devote all our 
time to seeding,” says a Cardston 
farmer. “Those who had time to do 
any plowing last fall will take chances 
on spring wheat, but there will be 
little sewn after the fifteenth of May.

The Cardston man spoke for the 
whole- Mormon country. The farmers 
here do not have to take the alterna
tive of spring wheat next to winter 
wheat. Thev will sow more oats and 
Hax than usual. The moisture in the 
soil permits of very fair oat crops and 
flax is always a good revenue produc
er, especially as a first crop. Your 
correspondent- is informed that there 
will be an increase oi ICO per cent, in 
the quantity oi flax sown this year.

Everything is Big.
The farmers in this great district 

arc not afraid to think and talk in 
/big numbers. Their ranches and farms 
are big, their profits are -big and they 
cannot help being big themselves- 
Many of them come from the Western 
States and succeed in impressing ev- 
everybody that they are ‘ real 1 live 
wires.” A thousand acre wheat crop 
is their unit of measurement They 
buy. a farm on so much down and pay 
the balance oil the first year’s wueal 
crop. A big steam plow turns over the 
sod for them and some- of them pay 
for tliei
by taking plowing

Sydney, N.S.W., May 12—Captain 
Straehan, master of the Australian 
Ketch Envy, lias arrived at Brisbane 
and has fallen foul oi the German au
thorities, who accuse hiv of kidnap 
ping the natives and carrying away 
the German flag from Tobie island. 
The German vice-consul Monday in
formed him that a German man-of- 
war would seize the vessel if she went 
outside the three-mile limit.

Captain Straehan claims the own
ership of the Island which, he says, 
die visited in 1894, afterwards giving a 
full “account at Signapore to the gov
ernor oi the Straits Settlements. Sub 
seqnently at Hooluk Captain Straehan 
enquired of the Spanish government 
if Spain had any claim to the island 
and tile governor replied that he had 
no knowledge of the island’s exist- 
epee.

The German consul general at Syd- 
ni.. yfeçti interviewed, stated that, 
i(KW*'nfWiiit ïâr- tir the Carolines am,
was taken over from Spain in 1901- 
In June, 1905, Capt. Straehan, for re
cruiting natives and fishing for trepang 
without a license was fined 900 marks 
and costs. The Carolines authorities 
say this fine was not paid, but that 
if Captain Straehan entered German 
waters he would be arrested.

The consul general declares that 
Captain Straehan is trying to turn 
a private affair into an international 
question at a time when unfortunately 
it is not difficult to excite public 
feeling.

MOTHER SAVES CHILDREN

-Mrs. Harry Courtney Enters Burning 
a—a----  - * Uee^.io- Hçr F oufHouse and Kescues 
Small Children.

Pekin, May 12—A final agreement 
has been reached between the Rus
sian and Chinese authorities for the 
settlement of the disputed administra
tion of Harbin and other points in 
the Russian railway zone in North 
Manchuria. The issue was first rais
ed by the refusal of Mr. Fisher, the 
American consul, to recognize the Rus
sian railway company’s efforts to ex
ercise sovereign power in disregard to 
China’s sovereignty.

‘ Great Britain and Germany joined 
with America in protesting against 
the Russian threats to close the estab
lishments to foreigners as well cs 
Chinese unless they paid the taxes 
levied by the railway administration. 
The Japanese were officially passive 
but really sympathized with the Rus
sians, hoping to apply the Russian 
theory to their South Manchurian rail
way zones.

Negotiations were transferred to. Pe
kin and Éavè been proceeding tot sev
eral week's. The result is the full re
cognition of China’s sovereignty. The 
administration will recognize and re
spect the open door principle and pro
tect the rights of national and oth
er powers.

********************
* RAIN DID WONDERS *
* FOR GRAIN TUESDAY *
* *
* Winnipeg, May 12—Consid- *
* erable to heavy rains y ester- *
* day through most of the spring *
* wheat country did wonders for *
* what grain is already in the *
* ground, but checked seeding *
* operations for twenty-four *
* hours. The weather is mostly *
* fair today and farmers will be *
* aibie to get to worn again. They *
* are depending on a good seed- *
* ing week to get , in the balance *
* of their ■ spring wheat. The *
* country could do very well *
* without rain until June, the *
* frost hardly being out of the *
* ground in many localities, ex- *
* cept where the land is light *
* and lies toward the sun. *
* * ********************

MACLEOD TO BE 
RAILWAY CENTRE

Southern Town in the Throes of an 
Able Bodied Boom—Wheat 

Wintered Well.

MUST STAY ON HIS JOB.

Governor of Sandwich Jail Sentenced 
to Ten Days Imprisonment.

Windsor ,Mav 11.—Governor Har
mon of Sandwich jail, who was ad
judged guilty of contempt of court 
l>y Judge Smith because lie failed to 
appear in his court when oTffered. 
and was sentenced to tèn day’s im
prisonment in his own bastile, was 
this afternoon served with a warrant 
by Bailiff St. Louis, ordering his de
tention. Harmon was in financial 
difficulties before he received his pres
ent appointment and today’s action is 
the outcome of a judgment summons 
at the suit of the Nelson Hardware 
Company of this city.

LIBERALS BEHIND 
PUGSLEYTO A MAN

Sudden Collapse of Debate Was 
Responsible For Small Majority 

—Absentees Take Action.

Sperling, Man., May 11.—Mrs. Har 
rv Courtney, at the risk of her life, 
forced her way through the flames 
her burning house yesterday after- 
noon, and though sustaining sevare 
burns about her head and ears 
brought out her four children from 
the inner room practically uninjured.

Mrs. Courtney had just left he 
house to go to the stable to milk and 
■looking back saw that the house was 
in flames. She hastened to the house 
and finding that the only entrance 
was through the kiktehen which was 
already on fire, she threw her apron 
over her head and dashed inside and 
succeeded in dragging out the four 
children who were huddle'd in the 
back room- Mrs. Courtney had a ce
lui oid comb in the. back of her hair 
and this caught tire burning her head 
and ears badly before she succeeded 
in extinguishing it with her apron.

Mr. Cqurtney arrived from the field 
but was unable to save the house o. 
any of its contents. Mrs. Courtney 
was taken to town and attended by 
Dr Pirt, of Carman. Two of the 

! children are slightly burned. The 
condition of Mrs. Courtney is not con
sidered as critical. The origin of the 
lire is not known, but it is supposed 
to have been caused by the children 
playing round the stove. There was 
only $300 insurance.

FOREST FIRE IN HAMPSHIRE.

LAUNCH TURNED TURTLE

Terrible Drowning Accident on Ohio 
Hiver—twenty Workmen -°=e 
Lives. «

Pittsburg, Pa.. May 11.—The Gaso
line. launch Graham turned turtle to
night in the Ohio river while running 
between McKee’s rocks and Woods- 
run, Alleghny, and twenty passengers 
are probably drowned. Nine of the 
thirty to thirty-two passengers have 
been found alive. The .Graham left 
McKee’s rocks a few minutes after 
eight o’clock tenight, loaded down to 
the gunwales with passengers. Th 
boat is twenty feet long and twelve 
feet beam, and twenty was considered 
a big load, hut twenty-five had fre
quently crowded aboard. Tonight 
more than thirty packed in.

Tlie men had been working over
time at the pressed steel car com
pany’s plant, McKee’s rocks, and were 
returning to their homes across the 
river. The boat was in mid stream 
when it suddenly lurched. The crowd 
got scared and thronged to the other 
side when it turned turtle. The 
place where the boat went down 
about one mile from Davis Island 
Dam and the bodies have probably 
been washed to the dam, as the river 
was running out fairly strong. The 
missing were mostly Americans.

Ottawa, May 8—The statements 
made today in the Conservative press 
that the comparative smallness of the 
government majority in the House oi 
Commons yesterday was due to the. 
shirking of the vote by some of the 
Liberal members, are somewhat ab
surd in view of the prompt action tak
en by- the absenteesie-ptrt themeervS# 
on record as being behind Hon. Dr. 
Pugslev to a man. By the sudden col
lapse of the debate, contrary to the 
arrangement between the whips on 
both sides, 26 Liberal members were 
absent when the division bells rang 
and were consequently debarred from 
casting their votes against the Op
position resolution.

Today a resolution was presented 
to Hr- Pugs’ey, signed by 23 of the 
absentees, expressing i.n emphatic 
ternis their condemnation of the un
fairness and partisanship of the find
ings of the New Brunswick royal com
mission’s report and congratulating 
the minister on his complete vindica
tion against all the Insinuations and 
charges made against him.

The three remaining Liberals, who 
were in the city when the vote was 
taken, had left Ottawa before the res
olution was drawn up and consequent
ly their formal endorsation was not 
available. But as a matter of fact 
every Liberal in Ottawa has put him
self on record as being opposed to 
the opposition amendment attacking 
the minister of public works. It is 
understood that the resolution above 
referred to, with attached signatures 
will be read jn the Commons Mon
day on a question of privilege.

IN COLLISION OFF HALIFAX.

2,000 Acres of Wodland Devastated— 
Swansea Docks Ablaze.

London, May 11—A great fire is now 
raging in the dock district of Swanea 
where several buildings have been de
stroyed including thé Customs house, 
l’crest fires are devastating the Alder 
shot district of Hampshire where two 
thousand acres of woodland have been 
burned. Troops are fighting the flames.

$65,000 Fire in Toronto.
Toronto, May 12—Fire which did 

$65.tMIfl damage, turned a man and his 
wife and seven children into the street, 
and in fighting which a fireman’s arm 
was broken, broke out at 3.12 this morn- 

fo pfowing outfit the first year j ing in the building of the Budd Paper 
ing plowing contracts for their Box Co., coiner <f Scott street and the 

iutglibors’ farms. Jensen Bros., at|Esplanade._____
Magrath, harvested 47,000 bushels °‘ I .. . r t c,.,tained
winter wheat last year. They now Newfoundland Government Sustained
have 1,000 acres of wheat growing j St .John, Nfld., May 11.—The latest 
nicely from which they will reap such

(Continued on Page Two.)

returns available show that the sue 
evs* of the Morris government is as
sured.

FEAR RABBIS MAY DEVELOP

Lord and Lady Minto Take the Pas
teur Treatment.

Simla, India, May 11—As a precau
tion against the possible development 
of hydrophobia, Lord Minto, viceroy 
of India, and Lady Minto are under
going the Pasteur treatment. While 
the viceroy and his wife were out 
walking, Lady Minto’s lap dog was

Lord andharassed by a mad dog. _ ____  __ _______ _ ____ o
Lady Minto went to the rescue of co-operation to induce the railway man-

Steamers Siberian and Scotia Come To 
gather in Thick Weather.

Halifax, N.S., May 11—A collision oc
curred off Halifax harbor about a quar
ter to six this morning when the Allan 
Furness liner Siberian, and the steamer 
Scotia came together off Meagher's Beach 
in thick weather, with the result that 
tlie stern of the smaller steamer was 
considerably damaged, while the Siber
ian apparently escaped without injury 
and proceeded on her passage to Phila
delphia.

To Protest Against Sunday Trains.
Moncton, N.B., May 11—Hearing 

rumor that it was the intention of the 
Intercolonial to run express trains on 
Sunday as well as week days during vhe 
summer, the Moncton Evangelical Alli
ance has drawn up a resolution to be 
placed before the churches asking for

their pet and though neither was hit- 
ten, their hands were covered with 
the saliva of tne rabid beast. They 
submitted to the treatment on the ad
vice of their physician. Two of the 
viceroy’s servants were bitten and are 
taking the treatment.

FIGHTING FOR NEW TRIAL.

Captain Hams’ Counsel Seeks Rehearing 
of Case.

agement not to have Sunday trains.

Murdered in St. Petersburg.

St. Petersburg, May 12.—An Eng
lishman named Pardham, manager 
of the Phoenix factory, wa sriiurder- 
od with an axe in the dark corridor 
of the factory today.

New York. May 12—Captain Peter C. 
Hains, convicted of manslaughter in the 
first degree, for the killing of Will. E. 
Annis is today preparing, through his 
counsel, a vigorous fight for a new trial, 
(’apt. Mains was found guilty of a de
gree of crime under which he can be j * 
-ent to prison for twenty years, because ■ * 
the jury in the Flushing Supreme Court | * 
considered the shooting of Annis a cow- j * 
a idly act. The fact that Annis was de
fenseless. when shot, and had no chance 
ior his life, was one of the chief points

********************
* NEW YORK CENTRAL *
* PAYS $136,000 IN FINES *

upon which the jury based their verdict ] *

New Y'ork. May 12—The New 
York Central & Hudson River 
road today sent the United 
States district attorney, Henry 
Wise, checks aggregating a 
hundred and thirty-six thous
and dollars for fines imposed 
by the United States Circuit 
court ior giving freight rebates 
in. violation of the Sherman 
law.

From Our Own Correspondent.
Macleod, May 10—Macleod has been 

having a real estate boom. Those who 
have 'been through an excitement of 
this sort will understand what this 
means, others, of course, will not. It 
all happened about a month ago, when 
the C. N. R. cast envioüs eyes on 
Macleod as a vantage point in the 
promotion of their railway lines in 
the south. Several visits by J. Mc
Leod, general manager of the C. N. 
R„ accompanied by Malcolm McKen
zie, M.P.P., set the citizens itching 
and soon they were all standing tin 
their tip-toes when the railway com
pany purchased seven blocks in the 
northeast part of the city for station 
and yards.

The town, which never had a boom, 
felt that their time had come. At once 
it dawned on the peace-loving popul
ace that Macleod was destined to le 
a great railway^centre. It was rumor
ed, with considerable reason for cred
ence, that the C. N. R. wished to get 
access to their coal fields in the Crow’s 
Nest Pass, where 400 tons of coal per 
diem are being hauled out for them 
in C. P. R. cars. This was helping 
the C. P, R. out too much altogether.

Plums for Macleod.
Railway rumors, like measles, are 

infectious. The C. P. R. threw a few 
plums to Macleod, the city, which, for 
seven years, they tried "to force to 
move to where they wanted it. If 
the town would not come to the rail
way, why the railway went to the 
town. Now the C. P. R. are going 
to heap coals of fire on the head of 
the town that had bested them. When 
the new bridge at Lethbridge is com
pleted and the railway cut permits 
the running of trains over it, Macleod. 
if you please, is said to be decided i n 
as a divisional point instead of Leth
bridge. The divisional point at Cran- 
brook is to be moved farther west so 
that it will be equi-distant from Mac
leod as Macleod is from Medicine Hat. 
This is thought to be the making of 
Macleod as a railway town, as other 
railway lines heading for the pass will 
most assuredly give Macleod a call.

The advent of the C. N. R. into the 
city at once caused a stir in real 
tate offices. The local merftber, now 
member for Claresholm, bought 
score or so of lots, all of which looked 
significant. Syndicates of Calgary and 
Lethbridge men began to buy lots __ 
near to the C. N. R. location as pos
sible. Lots which were listed for years 
at $100 to $125, rose to $225 to $250/ 
and sold rapidly at that figure. Within 
a month 1,000 lots changed hands anil 
now there is scarcely a lot available in 
the town site.

Wholesalers Locate.
The Macleod council some time ago 

secured a wholesale freight rate over 
the C. P. R. line out of Macleod: No 
sooner was this done than seven out-

ide wholesale firms wrote to the conn 
cil to submit a proposition for tli'eir

in most places in the wheat belt, but 
of course that must not be put down 
to any inferiority at all. The real es
tate men in the city are not to Vè‘ 
considered cold or stoney-hearted be
cause their town is situated on a 
gravel bed.—M.F.D.

THE WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC.

Rev. Dr. Chown Says Congo Slavery 
. Less Cruel.

Toronto, Ont,, May 11.—Rev. Dr. 
Chown, secretary of the Canadian Re
form League, gave an appalling pic
ture of the white slave trade in Can
ada and the-United States before the 
Purity League tonight. “As to the 
social evil.” he said/ “in Canada a 
system of practical protection obtains 
in many places. In Halifax, there 
has been a recognized red light dis
trict for years. In Montreal, things 
are in a bad way. In Toronto, tolera
tion prevails where the business does 
not make itself obnoxious. In many 
places In Canada, in the layout of a 
townsite provision is made for a ten
derloin district. Tlie law of .Supply 
and demand has led to the organiza
tion of a white slave traffic being 
carried forward upon ordinary busi
ness principals. The system of the 
distribution of girls according to the 
fluctuation of demands in different lo
calities is carried out to a nicety. 
White slavey has assumed stalling 
proportions both in the United States 
and Canada. Things are being done 
in Montreal and Toronto which by 
contrast make the slave traders of 
the Congo appear like good Samari
tans."

ARE GRADING WEST 
TO McLEOD RIVER

Work on G.T.P. Between Pembina 
and McLeod Rivers is in Full 

Swing—No Steel Laid East

Grading work on the G. T. P. be- 
tw'een the Pembina and McLeod Riv
ers is now in*mll swing and by Sep
tember next the grading will be com
pleted to the Macleod river. There 
are 52 miles of the right of way yet 
to be graded. Six camps have been 
established and at*out 400 men and 
300 teams are engaged on the grading 
work. Tlie camps include three of 
Foley, Welch & Stewart, and . tlie 
camps of Contractors Callendar, P. 
Hansen and Parr. It is expected that 
the grade will be completed in about 
four months.

Yesterday morning Contractor Mc- 
Peak started work on the erection of 
a pile trestle over the C. N. R. track 
immediately east of the Griffin Pack
ing plant. The G. T. P. grade at this 
point is considerably higher than the 
C. N. R. and the G. T. P. will cross 
the C. N. R. by means of an overhead 
bridge. This trestle will be 2.4Ç0 feet 
in length. The work will be completed 
by the time the steel reaches here 
from the Battle river.

John Gunn & Sons, contractors on 
the G. T, P. bridge across the Pem-

PATTEN’S CROWD 
HUMAN WOLVES

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture De
nounces Wheat Corner—Public 

Pays the Piper.

locating in the city. The Great West bina river, have completed the erec- 
Saddlery Co. are erecting a $20.000 tion of the concrete abutments of the 
block and the wholesale fruit and pro-j Pembina river bridge, which is now

^according to Juror Craft |***********:£********

vision firm of Cloy and Simons will 
open a branch soon. The proximity^ of 
Macleod to the Pass is supposed to 
give it a great advantage over Cal
gary as a distributing centre.

There has ‘been a good deal of build
ing going on in the town, but not c- 
much as racy rumor would lead an 
outsider to expect-. The completion oi 
the big bridge over the Old Man river 
built by the public works department, 
has placed the town within easier 
reach of a large rural district across 
tlie river. This has contributed some
what to its prosperity.

This elaboration on the debut of 
Macleod into provincial prominence, 
although one of the oldest towns in 
the west, has left little room for a re
port on the crop situation. The Mac
leod district has had more open wea
ther during April than in most places. 
The farmers began to work their land 
as early as February 16th and did a 
great deal of seeding before April 
set in. Abqyt 85 per cent, of the acre
age is now sown and all seeding will 
be done by the close of another week. 
Spring wheat will be much the larger 
crop this year, being probably 50 per 
cent, larger than in 1908. Macleod 
has staked its reputation mostly on 
spring wheat.

Farmers in Good Spirits.
The winter wheat has wintered fair

ly well throughout the district. The 
Dutch settlement west of the / town 
and the Blood Indians on the reserve, 
have very promising looking fields < f 
grain. tThe district, however, has not 
by any means escaped winter-killing, 
hut only a few fields have been re
seeded to spring wheat. The several 
big farming outfits have steam ploughs 
at work breaking increased areas of 
prairie sod.

All farmers are in good spirits over 
the prospect of a spell of warm weath
er. They look for a moderately warm 
temperature to promote an ideal 
growth. Tlie seed bed is in excellent 
shape and although growth has been 
delayed, for several weeks,yet no dam
age has been done to the seed which 
has beenesown this spring. Uniform 
good weather will put the grain in the 
proper shape to derive the most bene
fit from the rainy season

The era of prosperity in Macleod 
has also been marked by the large 
sale of farm lands. These sell at from 
$9 to $20 per acre. The price is some 
v liât lower than land can be bought

ready for the steel superstructure. This 
cannot be put on until the rails reach 
the Pembina, which will be some time 
this summer.

The steel laying gangs have not yet 
started work on the G. T. P. line 
from the Battle river to Edmonton. 
Everything is in readiness but the 
work is held up for some reason which 
the company have not yet made pub
lic. The laying of steel is handled 
from Winnipeg and no information as 
to when the work will be started can 
be obtained here. The end of steel 
is now- about 100 miles from Edmon
ton and it will take over one month 
for the line to reach tlie city from 
the time work is commenced.

REGINA MANSLAUGHTER CASE

Case Against Harry Nesbitt Dis
missed by Magistrate Trant.

Regina, Sask., May 11.—The case 
against Harry Nesbitt, charged with 
manslaughter in the death of John 
B. Cameron, was dismissed this af
ternoon by Magistrate Trant and at 
half past four the accused walked 
from the court a free man. During 
the hearing of the, case Nesbitt fol
lowed the evidence with apparent 
close attention. He did not appear 
to realize the seriousness of his posi
tion. He smiled once or twice at the 
ludicrous points in the statements 
of the witnesses and did not‘exhibit 
the same nervousness that was no
ticeable when he was giving his evi
dence at the inquest.

He heard the magistrate’s- decision 
with unproved demeanor. The evi
dence was practically the same as 
that given at the coroner’s .hearing 
except that on that occasion the 
proprietor the Kaiser hotel, A. E. 
McMullen was on the stand, and Dr. 
Black admitted that owing to the 
deceased having been drinking it was 
possible to make a diagnosis immedi
ately or soon after the accident, an 
operation would have prdven succès, 
fui.

Shock of Arrest Caused Death.
Duluth, Minn., May 12.—Stricken 

unconscious immediately after his ar 
rest on a charge of forgery, Thomas 
E. Smith, printer and newspaper writ
er on the Bedes Budget, was rushed 
to St, Luke’s Hospital from the police 
station, and died there last night 
without regaining consciousness.

Chicago, May 9—The so-called com
mon ■ people, those who earn their 
bread by th sweat of their brow, are 
being robbed today by the "Chicago 
wheat king, declared Secretary of Ag
riculture James Wilson, in his room 
at the Auditorium tonight. <■■$**

“It is the most delibëratèly planned 
robbery that ever occurred in the his
tory of the United States. It is not 
the ease of one speculator preying up
on another speculator ; it is a case cf 
speculators preying upon the poor un
fortunate men who work for. a living, 
whose wives and children depend up
on their wages for bread. They must 
have bread. This fact has been fore
seen by certain men right here in 
your city and they have taken oppor
tunity to boost up prices to make mil
lions—not, mind you, at - the expense 
of other speculators in the same busi
ness, but of the poor unfortunates 
who have got to pay the price 
or starve.

Planned for Months.
“This thing has been planned tor 

months, if not for more than a. year,” 
continued the secretary. “It was no 
accidental case. The men back of 
it are shrewd speculators. I give 
them credit for being the shrewdest 
that ever attempted to corner the 
wheat market. They did not go into 
it like Leiter and others to corner it 
blindly by boosting the market up. 
without reason. They knew- what they 
were doing. But these men are the 
greater offenders against the public. 
They set a deliberate plot to fool the 
public. Agents were sent out all over 
the United States to gather statistics 
on wheat. They were instructed to get 
a bad report. They got it. It was 
published. Speculators have said 
right along that the wheat crop cf 
the country is poor. It is a lie, pure 
and simple. The- reports have been 
falsified. They have been deliberate
ly falsified. The government report in 
regard to wheat is exactly accurate.

Government Does Not Speculate.
“It is not possible for Mr. Patten 

or any one else to get reports with 
the accuracy that, we get them. I 
cannot tell you about the future crop 
because the govern i n en t" does not spec
ulate. It takes statistics only of the 
crops that are in hand. But I do know 
from information I have gathered, 
that the outlook for tlie next crop is 
excellent.”

“Was it Jus. A- Patten who• sent 
out the agents to size up the wheat 
crop?” Mr. Wilson was asked.

“I have no proof of that,” said Mr. 
Wilson.

H have definite information that 
agents were sent out to falsify re
ports. They did it. I might answer 
the question by asking you who has 
been behind this wheat deal. Who has 
been trying to comer the wheat mar
ket and doing it pretty successfully 
too; who is it? I don’t know who 
hired these agents. I wish I did. I 
would like to know. In a general way 
could you guess,” said the stern old 
man with the first smile that crossed 
his face.

A Privilege to Laugh.
“I understand that Mr. Patten 

laughed at our government reports. 
Let him laugh. It is the privilege of 
every American citizen to laugh. It 
is nothing to me. But I do not want 
to see the price of wheat go so far 
beyond the price it should bring be
cause speculators are manipulating 
the market. I want to see it at a 
fair price. It should be no higher 
than it was last year. By next sea
son I hope and ebelieve that such 
speculation will be impossible. The 
Scott bill, I believe, will be passed 
and that will do away with the man
ipulation of the market. I’ know of 
no law at the present time to prevent 
Patten and his clique going almost as 
far as they wish, but I believe that it 
can be prevented in the future by the 
Scott bill. I do not say that I am be
hind the bill, but I know what it is 
and I think it a good bill. There cer
tainly should be some law to prevent 
the rich speculator from preying upon 
the masses. It is bad enough when 
they break each other, but that is no
thing to raising the prices of food
stuffs so til at the ’masses who work 
must pay the cost.”

Means What He Says.
Secretary "Wilson was sfern and 

grim when he talked of the wheat sit
uation. His stubby white beard fair
ly bristled with anger when he told 
o ithe falsified crop reports to cheat 
the people and raise the price cf 
bread.

“Our department has been perfect
ing the system of gathering crop re
ports for twelve years,” he said, “and 
it is as accurate as it is possible to 
get. But there is à day of reckoning 
coming. To corner the wheat market 
you have to keep buying and buying. 
The time will come when you can
not buy any more and then the smash 
comes. It is inevitable. But the pre- 
sc in game has been worked so care
fully I do not know whether there 
will be a smash or not. It is not like, 
the ordinary wheat corner, brought 
about by mad speculators who expect 
to gain a million in a month. It has 
been brought about only by men who 
are conservative, who know what they 
are doing and are watching for a 
way to get out before the . slump 
comes.”


