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Her Place |

He Tokes It and Wins Musical
Honors.

By T. W. WINDHAM.
Copyright, 1910, by American Press
Association,

Margaret Trentham, a fair Bostonian,
stood in a room in a German pension.
She was speaking to a young man, like
herself a musician.

“You don’t realize what it means to
me, Mr, Tolstoy. This is my last turn
here and the concert tomorrow my
only opportunity of playing publicly in
the Conservatoire.”

“But the circumstances are excep-
tional,” he urged. “It happens that
Professor Meyerhaus is in Leipzig re-
cruiting violinists for his American
tour, and it occurred to me that per
haps he would include me in his or
chestra as solo pianist”—

“By engaging me Meyerhaus wouid
save the huge fees demanded by musi-
elans who have made a name, and for
me”—a pause gave additional welg'ic
to his words—*“jt means possibly the
opening of a career. I should come
the public at once and without

Clothes

do not possess the means to make an
imposing debut.”

“But you forget,” she added in
self vindication, “I have rehearsed

i

In the next the platform door closed
behind him.

An echo reached her of the allegro—
rippling, lightening, swirling across the
keys, subdued at intervals to the tu-
mult of orchestral accompaniment,
then ringing again, triumphant, quiv-
ering at the last with the rapt, exalted
passion of a love song, followed by the
sflence that is greater than applause.

The pianist himself broke the spell,
rising from hie seat. The hall shook
with. a bursé ef enthusinsm: He passed
mnheeded through the platform exit

The white haired notability removed
his glasses with a sigh of satisfled en~
joyment and turned to his colleague,
his rugged Teutonic features softaning
into a smile.

“Your American young ladies—do
they often take stage fright? But her
compatriot! He is magnificent! To
play that mest difficult concerto withe
out notes, without rehearsal—touch,
technique perfect! Censider also his
youth”—

The director broke in with adroit ex-
planation . and suggestion. The pro-
fessor beamed with delighted recol-
lection.

“It is the same, then, who offered his
services? You are right, my friend,
that I should change my mind, that
thie world should hear of him. He
shall go with me on tour.”

Twilight in the park, the sharp, gray
twilight of late autumn. A smart elee-
tric runabout, with a lady at the lever
and a chauffeur at her side, jeined the
stream of vehicles entering the park
at the Plaza. Her features were -only
partially visible through her automo-
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ment.”

“I have already obtained his permis-
sion”— he began,

“Then if he is willing for you to
play why does he allow the decision
to rest with me?” she broke in.

The tension of a ry sil
tried him beyond endurance. Rising,
he walked to the door, pausing at the

“Forgive the intrusion. Unfortu-
nately I misled myself with the bellef
that you wouid willingly cede a chance |
to a professional, being yourself an
amateur and independent. I can only
hope that your triumph tomorrow”—he

1y along the walk. .
“Miss Trentham!™” £
“Mr, Tolstoy!™
With the answering cry of recogni-

tion she drew up close to the walk,

heedless of the rules of the road.
Half hesitating, Tolstoy went for
ward.
“So you are back in America, Mr.

Tolstoy 7"’

“Yes.” He muttered the monosylla-
ble without raising his eyes.
“And I see from the papers that your

Huropean tour was a great success.”
He blurted out a second afirmative.
For the moment she was slightly
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GOING EAST

my visit.”

A large cosmopolitan audience filled
the Conservatoire hall for the final
concert of the season.

An attendant opened the plano in |
readiness for the concerto as the pian- |
ist came forward, escorted by the mas. :
ter under whom she had studied.

York ™
“Tomorrow at Carnegie hall,” he re-
plied shortly.
Boardmen were parading Broadway
with notices of the professor’s concert.
It humbled him that she had not no-
ticed the large type at the foot of the
boards—*“Solo pianoforte, Mr,
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surprise. She started slightly, and the
color flamed into her cheeks.

The baton swooped down again.
“QOne, fraulein!” The conductor
leaned forward, half frantic. “Have
you forgotten?” he hissed.

A soft, level voice prompted sudden-
ly from the balcony, “The allegro
movement, key A flat minor, exténded
chord.”

She glanced swiftly forward with a
little impulsive gesture and rose

‘When she spoke agzin her voice had &

“I need scarcely ask if you are suc-
cessful 7’

He produced a memorandum and
read out some detalls—no trace of
pleasure or enthusiasm ia his tone, only!
a cynical sort of triumph in the sense
of achievement.

“Tomorrow i my final appearance
in New York with Professor Meyer+

W. J. HOGAN
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i 1. 8be  rushed past

These Ameri
cans!” chafed the conductor, beside
himself with rage; then he huried an
order at the doorkeeper, pointing to

the balcony. ..
“Herr Tolstoy! Fetch him immed

appeared, and in the passage coamect-

the platform with the cloakrooms
the retiring planist

whispersd. “The cen-

»
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she
ed for you.
glowed with trembling,
exultant grailtade. - He—seised-

ummmm
Strioken us a tear fell glistening on her
sleeve.
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him disconcerted, .

and turped abruptly to avesge .
fher momentayy loss of selt control "

portunity to thank you”—

“You could not expect me to walt
to face every one after my faflure.
Besides"—she turned away her eyes
to hide a sudden confusion—"you--
you had already thanked me."

“It was not only to thank you— He |

avowal
“I owe
¥4a,” he continmed pedsntically.
“No,
“But—1
] A
“1 suppose
~ His
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