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make to the household goods depart-
ment. The head of the firm is the man
1 want to talk to. I bought an icebox
at your store a few days ago for $16.75.
J might have got it cheaper somewhere
else, but that isn’t the point. Having
bought it and paid for it, 1 had a right
to expect it to be delivered within a
reasonable time and in fair condition.
It didn’t come for four days, and when
it did come’'—

“‘Say,you, I employ men to hear
complaints of this kind"'—

T have no use for them. You're the
responsible man of the house. The sys-
tem-is yours. If itdoesn’t work smooth-
ly. it is your fault. When that #cebox
came four days after purchase, ane of
the castors was missing, the ¥arnish
was scraped off the outside surface in
more than a dozen places, and it looked

s if it had gone through a hard season
Zt a cheap boarding house’’—

\.*If there’s anything wrong with it,”
roared Mr. Spotcash, ‘‘send it back! I
caii’t take up my time’’—

“Stand a little farther away from
the phone, Mr. Spotcash. Your voice

_|'sounds asif you had your mouth full

of mashed potatoes’’—

«Who the devil are you?”

«] think I gave you my name and
address—Gwilliams, 1195 Pumpernickel
street, next door to Lazarus J. Spill-
horn. Yom don’t know me from a
stuffed alligator, but you may have
heard of-Spillhorn. Don’t you allow
yourself to get hot, Mr. Spotcash, over
an icebox. The incongruity of such a
thing ought to be apparent even to the
head of an overgrown junkshop’'—

“If you were here, sir, I should kick
you out of my office’’—

+“You would probably need some help.
If that icebox had simply been defaced
a little, I shouldn’t have made any fuss
about it, but the stupid ass you sent to
deliver it''—

“‘Haven’t you sense enough, you in-
fernal idiot, to know that I don’t look

y aiter the little details of a
business amounting to millions of dol-
lars a year?”’

«“If you don’t grasp every detail of
that business, you Cheap John notion
peddler in a gilt binding, you are not
fit to be the boss of it! Don’t try to
crawl out of the responsibility by
throwing the blame on some boy.
that icebox had simply been defaced a
little, 1 repeat, I shouldn’t have made
any fuss about it, but the fellow you
sent to deliver it didn’t have. any more
gense than to tumble it on the side-

.lkl'—
«Bring it back, blank you''—
«Look here, Spotcash, that won’t do,
you know. You are not allowed to talk
in that style over the telephone. Exer-
cise a little common sense, Spotcash.
You know it isn’t my place to bring
that icebox back. The proper thing to
do, you thirty-third degree haberdasher
and toy vendor, is to send me a new
jcebox and take the damaged one
r kl l— =
You blank fool, do you think you
! . tell me’’—
-~ let me tell you, Spotcash,
not to use such language over the tele-

lished is the official history of the
war of the rebellion, which is now

being issued by the United States*

Government at a cost of $2,800,000.
Of this amount nearly one-hall has
been paid for printing and binding,
the remainder to be accounted for in
salaries, rent, stationery and mis-
cellaneous expenses, including the pur-
chase of records from private indivi-
duals, says The St. Louis Globe-De-
mocrat. It has taken 10 years to
complete this work, which consists
of 112 volumes.

The largest book in the world is in
tha Chinese Department of the Brit-
ish Museum, and conmsists of 5,020
volumes. This wonderful productioa
of the Chinese press was purchascd a
few years ago for $6,000, and is one
of only three copies in existence. It
is an encyclopaedia of the literature
of China, covering a period of 28 cen-
turies—from 1,000 B.C. to 1,700
k. D.

It owes its origin to the literary
proclivities of the Emperor Kang-he,
who reigned from 1662 to 1722. In
the course of his studics of the an-
cient literature of his country, Kang-
he discovered that extensive corrup-
tion had been allowed to creep into
modern editions, and he conceived
the idea of having the text and the
originals reproduced and preserved in
an authoritative form.

This was a mighty conception, and
in its execution it remains unique
down to the present day. For the
purpose of carrying out the work,
Kang-he appointed a commission of
Jearned men to select the writings
to be reproduced, and employed the
Jesuit missionarics to cast copper
types with which to execute the
printing. -

The commission was occupied for
40 years in its great task. Before
the work was completed Kang-he
died, but he had provided that his
successor should sec the book com-
pleted. The book is arranged in six
divisions, each dealing with a parti-
cular branch of knowledge. The divi-
sions are thus designated: First,
writings relating to the heavens; se-
cond, writings relating to the earth;
third, writings relating to mankind;
fourth, writings relating to inanim-
ate nature; fifth, writings relating to
philosophy; sixth, writings relating

to political economy. i
¥

Anchor of the Armada.

The crew of a trawler cngaged in
lobster fishing near Kinsale had
great difficulty one day lately in get-
ting their anchor aboard, which was
fixed in a massive hard substance in
the sand bank. With great trouble
they succeeded in bringing to the sur-
face an ancient anchor of five tons,
the shank being over ten feet long
and the bend of equal proportions.
The anchor, which, if it belonged te

_one of the ships of the Spanish ar-

mada which was wrecked on this
coast, had been imbedded in the sand
for upward of three centuries, was
covered with marine matter which
centuries had converted inte a rock
substance.

Her Majesty's Methodical Ways.
Queon Victoria®in all her ways is
very methodical, and by no means
careless of her possessions. Her sets
of lace (many, eof course, of very
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plosion would destroy the piers also.
It could be set on fire, but that would
erack of injure the masonry. Saveral
other plans were suggested, but the
only sure way seemed to be the crec-
tion of false work, and that method
was out of the question, owing to the
shortness of tince allotted for the work.

At this juncture, H. N. Mills, an elec-
trician living in Clinton, euggested the
gse of electricity. He agreed to wreck
the wooden bridge structure without
injuring the plers. Although the un-
dertaking was a novel ome, Mr. Mills
was confident that his method must
prove successful, and he was right.
His offer was gladly accepted.

fBach epan of the bridge was com-
posed of nine chords, each consisting
of three timbé®s. Therefore if these
twenty-seven sills were cut simultane-
ously the span would drop between the
plers to the river beneath. This wa3
what wae actually done, the cutting
being accomplished by burning’ through
tne wood by loops of iron resistance
wire made red-hot by the passage of
an electric current and weighted down
by sash weights. The timbers were of
yellow poplar and nine inches square.
Each one was burned simultaneously
in two vlaces. Thus the mass nf 11m-
bers dropped iaside the piers without
tnjuring them. It took one hous and
forty minutes to wreck each span.

Examination after the fall of the
bridge showed that ail the sills were
burned by the wire loops in exactly
the sathe manner—five inches deep
from the top and three inches deep on
the gides. When this depth was reach-
ed the weight of the span fractured
the remaining wood. The cut made
by the hot wire was quite sharp and
clean, and the wood was not charred
more than an inch from the place of
fracture. :

The plan was successful in . every
particular, and Mr. Mills was the re-
cipient of many congratulations. The
current was first turned on about 5
o'clock in the morning on the day of
the wrecking, and at 2 o'clock in the
afternoon the last span crashed to the
river bed and a great shout of admira-
tion went up from the throats of about
2000 spectators who witnessed the
feat. This is the latest and most nov-
el of the many uses of electricity.

Cecll Rhodes's Idea.

In connection with the foundation of
Cecil Rhodes's colossal wealth, there
is a story told by an old fellow miner,
himself lately a Colonial Minister of
Finance, which illustrates at.least one
trait in the character. of the great
South African financier and politician,

During the early days of the Kim-
perly diggings it was the custom when
a miner found a particularly fine gem
to invite those about him to the cere-
mony of “wetting the stone,” 1. a—
drinking champagte at the finder’'s ex-
pense, with the idea that it would

the lucky finder of ‘the gem. “Aren't
you coming up tq ‘wet the stone’ for

It is One of the Oldest in Use at
the Present Time

Very Popular in France —There it is
Spelled Marie.

Mary is one of the oldest names in use
today. Women of all classes christen
their children with the Virgin's name,
and its universal use will never detract
from its dignity. Marie is the French
version of the name, and those bearing
it look forward to Aug. 15, the festival
of the assumption, the fete day when all
Maries receive the floral offerings in hon-
or of their patron saint. There is no
name more favored throughout France
than the name of Marie. It is borne by
the peasants and by the young women of
the house of Orleans. Notable among
Maries is the Princess Waldemar of Den-
mark.

In some provinces of France almost
every woman is christened Marie, with:
an after name—for example, Marie An-
toinette. Many of the ancient houses of
both France and England value the in-
heritance of Marie with their heirlooms
and lands. The Noailles, Boisgelins,
d’Andignes, Larochejaguleleins all in-
clude one or more Maries in each genera-
tion. Even men in France bear the pre-
nom of Marie, which is uséd in legal doc-
uments, though seldom, if ever, used in
speaking.

————
A Star’s Color,

The common opinion that Arcturus isa
red or reddish star iz corrected by Gar
rett P. Serviss, the well known #stronom-
ical writer, the fact being, as he states,
that it is near the horizon. When rising,’
it often assumes a flowing appearance,
owing to the unsteadiness of the air, but
as it approaches the middle of the sky its
ruddiness and also its flickerings vanish,
and it shines with a pale yellowish light.
On turning a telescope upon it, however,
even when it is nearest to zenith, it ap-
pears of a rich orange hue and very beau-
titul. This, says Mr. Serviss, is cne of
the very greatest of the stars, so much
so, indeed, that even Sirius probably
would make but a poor showing in the
comparison if placed at an equal dis-
tance. In fact, some of the estimates of
the light and heat sent forth by Arcturus
are almost incredible, and, it really cor
rect, no planet could survive as near te
Arcturus as the earth is to the sun.—New
York Sun.

Some people seem to know every-
thing except the fact that they donlt
know how much they don't know.

Pain .. the Side, TORPID LIVER. They

tor, ete. Office, King street, west of
the market. Money to loan on
Mortgages. tt

J. B. OFLYNN—Barrister, Solicitor,
etc., Comveyancer, Notary Publie,
Office: King street, opposite Mer-
chants’ Bank, Chatbam, Ont,

FRASER & BELL-—Barristers, Office
—Merchants Bank Building, Chat-
bham.

JOHN S. FRASER,
EDWIN BELL, LL.B.

SCANE, HOUSTON, STONE & SCANE
—Barristers, Solicitors, Conveyano-
ers, Notaries Publis, etc. Private
funds to Joan at lowest current
rates. Scane’s block, King street.

E. W. SCANE, M. HOUSTON.
FRED. STONE, W .W.SCANE.

WILSON, KERR & PIKE—Barristers,
Solicitors of the Supreme Court,
Proctors of the Maritime Court, No-
taries Public, ete. Office, Fifth St
Chatham, Ont.

MATTHEW WILSON, Q. C, J. G.
KERR, J. M. PIKE.

Money to loan on mortgages at
lowest rates.

= BANK OF MONTREAL
ESTABLISHED 1817,

Capital (all pa.i-;i_l-xp) $12,000,000
Rest Fund - - 6,000,000

Drafts bought and sold. Collections
made on favorable terms. Interest al-
lowed on deposits =t current rates im
Savings Bank Department, or on de-
posit receipts. A

DOUGLAS GLASS, Manager,
x Chatham Branch.

STANDARD BANK OF CANADA
HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.

Branches and agents at all princi-
pal points in Canada, U.S., and Great
Britain. Drafts issued, and notes dis-
counted. Savings Bank Department
deposits (whick may be withdrawn
without notice), received, and interest
allowed thereon at the highest cur-
rent rates.

G. P. SCHOLFIELD, Manager,
Chatham Branch.
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