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Spiritual  Branches In
Christ Must Untergo
Pruning Process.

Much Worldliness Amongst Professed
Christians To-day—Falling Away

From Early Faiti—The Faithful

Few Granted [ncreased
God’s Special
His People—-1}

Vine - Are

v Branches in the

Heavenly

Number of Elect Church Limited

—Who Are Sons of God—Charac-
ter More
Works.

Liaportant

here to-day. He
delivered a high
Iy instructive dis
course, a part of
vhich foliows:
For my text 1
will take the
words of the
Lord through the
P’rophet alachi:

JJ is vain to serve
'\"KUSS_‘:EJ! tod, and what
profit is it that

ve kept His erdinance, and that

have walked mournfully before

the Lord of Hosts? And now we call
ithe proud happy; _\'t‘n, they that work
wickedness are set up; vea, they that
tempt God are even delivered.” (Ma-

lechi 3:14, 15.) These words of the |
sion, ‘“‘The Fatherhood of

Prophet deseribe a condition that to
a considerable deg
present time. There are many that
are saying these very words

We look back a generation or two

and perceive that many of God’s peo- |

ple, even though they did not have
the light and knowledge the we
have to-day, were very earnest, very
devoted to the Lord, so far as we can
judgze from their words and their
u)nlill('l. God’s name was taken re-
verently by them. Songs of praise to
(tod were often sung. Much was done
in the way of Bible study. Then came
a time when prosperity had come to
the world in large measure, when
Lhma- who were zealous for God and
the Bible seemed not to make as
much progress as did the worldly.
Those who did not reverence Him
ot along better than did the more
reverent Then many of these be-
gan to say, “What profit is it that we
rve God? It is really a disadvan-
tage; for many of e people that
ifie with God are established
in influence and power, and we are
not prosperous in our affairs. The

proud seem to be the ones that the |

l.ord is blessing. It seems as though
God had said, Blessed are the prous
yea, theyv that work wickedness shall
'/A'l).\i!' I‘

As a consequence we find to-day,
just as ith the Jews in the days ot
Malachi’s nrophecy, that there is a

y<Y tendency 1o worldliness; and

lirtie atiention is paid fo reli-
jon, which is only of a formal Kind
Attend more to ness,
the log more to society,”” they say,
“and vou will get along much bet-
ent
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he cuts off the branch entirely,
above where the grapes are

fruit,
a little
forming.

Thi. loeks as though the hugband-
man werc gpoiling the grape vine.
But no! he is forcing the juices of
the vine right inio the zrapes. Who-
ever wishes a vine to produce much
fruit must kaow how to prune it.
Our Lord says, in connection with His
parable in John 15, “Herein is My
Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit.”” Of course the leaves oi pro-
fession are nccessary; but osi iivas
should not be all profesgsion and no
fruit.  No, no! The Lord desires
fruit from the Vine—large clusters of
rich fruit.

Hence it is that our Heavenly Hus-
bandman prunes us that we may
bring forth much fruit. Otherwise
we shall be cut off as useless branch-
es, and shall die. Those branches
that have no fruit buds, but are mere-
ly suckers, are illustrative of those
who come into the Church, make a
profession, but mnever produce any
fruit. They are really not of the
Church. God calls only for fruit-
bearers. Those who have the matter
really at heart, who have a desire to
bear much fruit, will not think it
strange nor be offended if the Lord
shall prune off the natural tendencics
to go out after worldly things. The
Lord will pinch off these tendencies
which dissipate the spiritual vitality
of His people.

You have noticed how the little
tendrils of a ipe vine take hold
of anything which they can reach. So

tendency to take
props, to fasten our
affections to earthly objects. Our
families, our homes, our business,
even a little pet dog, lowers—any of
these things are very liable to take
the energy and the affection from the
one thing that is of paramount im-
portance. If the Lord shall find it
necessary to tear away these tendrils,
it is to our advantage; and we should
be grateful, even though the process
may cause pain.

God Not the FKather of the World.

We shouid bear in mind the fact
that the Lord is not thus dealing with
every one, but only with a special
class. We need to make a sharp dis-
tinction between the Church and the
world. Often do we hear the expres-
God and
the brotherhood of man,” as though
the whole world were all one brother-
hood as members of the family of
Ged. From a worldly standpoint,
there is a brotherhood of man; but
it is not a brotherhood under one Fa-
ther, God. When Adam was created
in the image and likeness of God, he
was a son of God, and had an oppor-
tunity of bringing into existence a
race of sons of God. But when he
disobeyed God, he was cut off from
sonship; and therefore his children
are not sons of God.

God is not the Father of unre-
pentant sinners. This thought is the
teaching of the Bible. We have a
general relationship one to another,
so that we arc to do what we can do
to help those in trouble. Even as the
Bible says, we are to ‘“do good unto
all men as we have opportunity, but
especially to the Household of
Faith.” (Galatians 6:10.) The
Household of Faith are the sons of
(od. Having discarded Adam and
his posterity, He has adopted a new
tamily with Christ as the Head.

This new family began with our
Lord Jesus Christ, while He was in
the flesh. He was begotten again ot
the Holy Spirit. None preceded Him.
He was the first to be thus begotten.
This begettine occurred at the time

we have a great
hoid of earthly

| when He made a full consecration of

Himself t¢ God and was baptized in

From that time on He was
Creature, begotten to a new
noture—the Divine nature. This na-
ture was perfected when He was rais-
dead. ‘‘He was put to

Jordan.

1

ed from the

| death in flesh, but quickened [made
| alive] in
Faithiful. |

spirit.” (1 Peter 5:18.)
esus was made the Head of a New
Creation. He was the first to be-
come Heir of God on the Divine
and He opened up the way for
(Rom-

plane;
a certain class of fellow-heirs.
ans 8:17.) Many? No; it is a “‘little
(Luke 12:32.) God does
not wish many. Therefore He has
limited the nuniber He has declared
that the Bride of His Son shall be
made up of one hiundred and forty
four thousand members.

Why should God limit the number
of the Klect? We reply, For the same
reason that we might limit the num
ber of invitations to a wedding. In
given number of men
regiment. When that
egiment is

constitute a
nitmber is secured, the
full: and one can no longer join that
iment. So God has provided, fo1
purpose, a certain class
of definite number; and only the re-
quired number can enter that
It has taken all the Gospel
find these. When the proper numbel
shall have responded and made their
then the
door will be shut. No more then
can get into that company.
God—Who Are They ?
So then, begotten of
spirit of God are members
This privilegze is
not open to any and all. Beyond a
ion, God is not deal-
ing with the world now. He will deal
with them during the Millennial Age.
deals especially with the
Elect. These are the ones spoken

Sons od

those who are

sons ol God.
are begotten of the Holy
re sons of God. (Romans
The world are not begotten of the
Holy Spirit. Noi all professing
Christians oif any denomination are
hegotten of the Spirit. Very few of
them claim to be so.
Our Methcdist friends
used to speak
being “‘born again.”
tood the matier.
ve said is the those §
(;m‘ 30 have been gotten ol
: hat ese thus begotten
grow 1n <iaracter, in
ce, :n the liker Clhirist; and
Ut theén, in t rst Resurrectinn,
will be ** n again.’ and bhe
Grod in H' Jesus
IFit Lol roin  the dead.
who are mewmbers of His
born. in the Iirst Re-
His re

sonship mus

sense.

shall
all sinire

s of the human

family are called sons of God. John
1:12 is one of the Scriptures on this
point: Jut to as many as received
Him [Christ], to them gave He
power to become sons of God.”

That power came to the disciples at
Pentecost. Jesus had put His Spirit
upon them to enable them to act as
His representatives; but not until He
had finished His sacrifice and had ap-
peared in the presence of God for the
Church would God recogunize them, in
the legal sense, and give them the be-
getting of the Holy Spirit. Just be-
fore His ascensiocn our Lord said to
His disciples, “Tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on High.” Again He
said, “"Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Spirit is come upon you,
and ye shall be witness unto Me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, anud unto the utter-
most part of the earth.”—Luke 24:
49; Acts 1:8.

After Jesus had agcended up on
High, and there had presented His
sacrifice and had heen accepted of
God, then the Father granted' Him
the privilege of pouring out the Holy
Spirit upon those disciples. (Acts 2:
33.) Then God recognized them as
His children. 'his was their beget-
ting of the Holy Spirit., as Jesus was
hegotten at His baptism. So it has
been all the way down the Age. As
many as are sons of God have receiv-
ed the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ. *“Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
His*

We did not get the Holy Spirit in
the same manner that Jesus did at
the River Jordan, nor yet in just the
same manner as did the disciples at
Pentecost. There was an outward
demonstration in their case, for a
double purpose. It was to convince
the Jews that God was especially with
these disciples; and it also convinced
the Church that they were received
of the Father as sons. With the be-
getting of the Spirit the earl!y dis-
ciples also received gifts of the \mn
One or more of these gifts ¢ 19
cach one who became a L,mx\tun

St. Paul showed a difference Dbe-
tween the gifts and the fruits of the
Spirit. He declared that a man might
have the gifts of the Spirit, and not
really be growing in character-like-
ness to the Lord. One might give all
his goods to feed the poor; bat if he

did not have love as the true motive

of his act, it would profit him no-
thing. He might even give his body
to be burned; but if the act were nu!
prompted by love, God would nol ap
preciate it.

Arfter the Church had become eg-
tablished, howecver, these miraciloeus
gifts of the Spirit passed away. But
the fruits of the Spirit were to con-
tinue.

es of the Church from the
until now.
ten of the Spirit have been exhorted
and expected to bear the fruits of the
Spirit. These fruits are meekness,
gentleness, faith, long-suffering, pa-
tience, self-control, joy, peace,
herly kindnecs, love. Of this fruit-
age St. Peter says, “'If these things
be in you, and abound, they
you that ye shall be neither barrs
nor unfruitful in the knowiedge
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chr
—GQGalatians 5:22, 23; 2 Peter 1:«
Development of Fruit Gradual.
All the way down the Age, then,
this class have been bearing fruit,
more or less; and our Father is glori-
fied by our bearing much fruit.
matures gradually. The next day
after giving your heart to
vou will not have large bunches of
ripe fruit. It is tbkus with the nat-
ural vine; the branch does nct grow
erapes at once. The fruit-buds first
having a small flower.
these flowers pass away and
Gradually

appear,
shortly
the little grapes appear.
they develop. So- it
Christian.

The fruits of the Spirit arc more
are those qual-
gen-

Lord's vineyard. They
ities of heart such as meekness,
tieness, ete. God is more d“\]l(”lﬁ {o
see how meek you are than He 15 (o
note even great deeds of service. He
irous to know how much
acceptable ser

is more des
love you have. Our
vice for the Lord depends very much
upon our development of His
It is not so much the works as thq
humility and loving zeal that count
One might be gick and unable to en
gage in active
the spirit of meekness and ithe propes
desire to serve the lL.ord, the KFather
looks at that spirit or intention. If
we get the fruits of the
developed, they will make us active
in God's work. The fruitage of the
Spirit in an individual manifests it
seif in a daily endeavor to do the
will of God in all things.
At first one might have

without the proper .-]»nu. You may)
have noticed this in of your own
earlier efforts to the Truth.
Some have asked me they did
not have better resuits in presenting
God’s blessage. Generaly, ‘I lave
told them that it is probably because
they have not presented it in he
right manner. To do so, we must cul
tivate the Lord’s way and spirit. His
spirit is love, and when your heart be-
imbued with love, with the
spirit of the Truth, you will forget
about vourseif and wish only to
honor the Lord. If you are bent
upon being somebody God cannot
use you in His ser . We must be
very humble Humility is an essen-
tial trait of Christian character.

Spirit weal

comes

**Oh, to be nothing, nothing!
Only to lie at His feet,
A broken and «»mmi-«l vessel
For the Master’s use made meet;
Emptied, that He ‘.H:izt fill me,
As forth to His service I go;
Broken, that so unhindered
His life through me might flow.

7}

Sweet Potato Pudding.

Boil two pounds of sweet potatoes.
Macsh while hot, adding a cupful ot
butter., Beat until light. add a cupiul
of sugar to fo well beaten eggs, stir
in potatoes, season with cinnamon

1d nutmeg. .\Lll in two cupfuls of
cream and grated peel of one leman.
Mix well, i butte

bake quick Serve

ed dish and
with sauce

Iy is the fruitage of the Spirit |
that has constituted the special rich- |
beginning |
All who have been begot- |

bro- |

make |

Fruit |

the Lord |

Yery |

is with the

Spirit. !

service; but if he has |

THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Lesson V.—Fourth Quarter, For
Oct. 31, 1915.

Text of the Lesson, 1l Kings xi, 4-12.
Memory Verses, 11, 12—Goclden Text,
Prov. xiv, 11—Commentary Prepared
by Rev. D. M. Stearns.

Apart from the story of Ahab we
hiave only cousidered the lives of Jero-
boam. who made Israel to sin, and that
of good King Asa. The story of the
ten tribes and their kings was bad all
through., and, although Jehu destroyed
Daal out of Israel.
to walk in the law of the Lord God of
Israel with all his heart, but departed
not (rom the sins of Jeroboam (J1
Kings x, 31). As to Judah, the two

Jehoshaphat, who succeeded his

As was a good king on the
whole, but his {ellowship with the King
of Israel was bad, and he was reproved
for it in these words: “Shouldest thou
help the ungodly and love them that
hate the Lord?"' (II Chron. xviii, 1;
Xix,  2i) . ‘See’ glso-II Clirton, xx, 33.
Jehoshaphat wi

yvet he took no heed

s suceeeded by his son,
Jehoram, who reigned only cight years,
but made his mark decidedly for evil,
for Le married the daughter of that
wicked pair, Ahab and .Jezebel. and
walked in the ways of the kings of
Israel like the house of Ahab. He suf-
fered terribly in his body and from his
enemies, dccording to a message from
the Lovd hy Elijah. and departed with-
out being desired «II Chrou. xxi, 5. 6;
xii, 15; xviii. 200. All his sons were
slain except the youngest, Ahaziah, and
he became king at the age of forty-
two and 1-r1'_'n('d only one year. He
walked in the of the house of
Ahab. for his Athaliabh, and
others of the bLouse of Abhab were
his counselors to do wickedly (I
Chron. xxii, 1-4). He was slain by
Jehn, and when his mother saw tbat
ner son was dead she slew all the seced
royal of the house of Judah, or thought
she did. But the living God, v ho will
let nothing of His word fall to the
earth, was watching over the \cet. of
the kingdom (II Kings x, 10;
margin.

The sister of Ahaziah, who was the
wife of Jehoin<a the priest. somehow
stole the baby Joash and hid bim and
his nurse 7 bedchamber in the house
of God fJ¥ six years, during which
time Athaliah reigned over the land,
and what a reign it must have bee:n!
(IT Kings xi, 2, 3; IT Chron. xxii, 10-12,)
But in due time deliverance always

mlmm'.

| comes, and in the seventh year Jehoiada

the priest arranged to have Joash pro.
claimed king, taking every precaution
to have everything done in due order
and to prevent any miscarriage ot
events. He gathered the Levites and
the rnlers and the captains by buu-
dreds in the house of the Lord and
showed them the king's son and said,
“Behold, the king's son shall reign. as
the Lord hath said of the sons of Da
vid,” and all the congregation mude «

{ covenant with the king in the house

of God (verse 4 and II Clwon. xxiii
1-3). As one day is with the Lord as
a thousand years and a thousand ye:
as one day, one cannot help think
of the seventh thousand years when
the devil, whom Athaliah so wel! ¢
sented, shall be shut up in the pit «
there shall be a fulfillment of the wor
*“Yet have I set my King upon my ho
hill of Zion™ (Ps. ii, 6). All throuzh
the book there are so many foreshud
owings of the coming kingdom upon
which our hearts should be constantly

S X set, for all the sufferings of this pres-
than mere outward activities in the | =

ent time are not worthy to be coi-
pared with the glory that shall be re
vealed in us (Rom. viii. I8). Jehoiada
arranged all in their plac
structions to those with weapons fo
compass the king roundabout, and be
brouzht forth the king's son and anoint
ed him, crowned him, e him the
testimony and made him king. the peo
ple clapping their hands and

God save the king” (verses I
Jehoiada made a covenant between 1l
Lord and the king and the people th
they should be the Lord's peopls

all the people of the land rejoiced

the city was quiet.

with in-

Joash wuas seven years old
bezan to reign (verses 17. 20
broke down the house ot
broke in pieces thorouzhiy
and bis images and slew Ath:
wicked woman
the priest appoinfted ofticors over
house of the Lord (verses 18, 20
must have seemed like a chbange {ivoiu
bell to heaven for the people of Juda
What will it be for the whole wo
when a king

with the sword

shall reign in righteun
ness, and the work zhteousne:
eltect ot rizh
irance fo
The read

shall be peace. aud the
eousness quictness a

ever! (Isa, xxxii, 1. T
of these lesson notes may think that

often

quote some passages very
it is because they
me. They are my meat and dri
May they all mean morve to each of us
Joash is the youngest king of whowm
we read. but gzood

but one year oider when he began io
reign (11 Kings xxii, 1. Every good
king was in some measure a type of

mean <o much

King Josiali was

Him who when He was but a by
was worshiped as King of the Jews
Matt. §i.:1, -2. 1D.. but_ whoiis- st
waiting for ITis kingdom. Joash was
preserved that fhe word
and his

wonderfully
of the Lord concerning David
inzdom might not fail. and we m
quite certain that the othei

to David which are not yet 1

assi

Hiled shall be taltilled to the letter
vrod’s own zood time and way. 1
absolute certall

wine

promises of God are
ties. - and - we¢ may rest oul
weizht upon them.
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