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It U, certainly time for them to halt The 
experimental data on which the English 
scheme is founded an derived chiefly from 
Belgian and Switzerland. It was a 11 aged 
that the proportion of telegraphic accoaamo- 
dstioa ta territory and population magnat- 
er in the two latter countries than in the 
r nited Kingdom, and that the proportion of 
letters to telegrams arts greatly ia favor of a 
(„ wn,ment administration. However, re
sults an now presented materially at variance 
with this cone lesion. By comparing the 
trlrgromsg not with the number of fatten 
but with the anas of the countries, it will 
appear that, in the United Kingdom, the 
number of messages to the square mile is 61, 
whereas in Belgium it is 61. In Switzerland, 
how ever, the memsges to the aqnan mile an 
44. Bet the ana of the United Kingdom ia 
122,400 square miles, whereas Belgium re
tains only 11,000 aqnan miles, and 8witter- 
land only 16,000. The number of meamgm 
sent In the United Kingdom amounts to one- 
fifth of the total number of in hi hi team, 
whereas in Belgium it fa only one-seventh, 
and in Switzerland one-fourth. How does 
Canada stand in this relation f Belgium has 
one telegraph office for every 15,000 inhabi
tants, Switzerland one for every 10,000, and 
i aiiada one for every 8,000. The number
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Ox a former occasion (erf No. 23) we ques- 
tiooed the expediency of placing in the hands 
of Government the control and administra
tion of the telegraph system, and pointed out 
some of the main objections to such a course. 
We then endeavored to show that if we were 
without telegraph facilities it might be the 
duty of the Government to provide them for 
the country ; but as private enterprise has 
possession of the field, and as interference 
with such is, at the best, dangerous, the at
tempt to create a Government monopoly 
should not be made unless on unquestionable 
grounds ; that private enterprise has done for 
this* country vastly wore than Government 
monopoly has done for Belgium and Switzer
land, in the matter of teleÿmphà; that in Can
ada the proportion of telegrams to Intermixing 
1 to 25, and in England 1 to 151, we hare, 
if that be a teat, better telegraphic facilities 
than even England ; that Government ad
ministration and a low uniform tariff would 
not necessarily produce such an increase in 
business a* to mve the country from a heavy 
loss ; that our Government is not in a posi
tion to wantonly accumulate charges on the 
revenue ; and that grave political and social 
reasons stand in the way of a satisfactory 
Government administration.

As steps have been taken in England to 
bring about a combination of the telegraphic 
and |metal services, and as Home have had 
the temerity to Iwuacli a similar idea in 
Canada, it may lie well to note, for future 
use, the facts now in evidence. But at the 
outset we are confronted with a fact of more 
than ordinary stublxunness. The warmest 
advocates of the combination find, when 
their shadowy theory - comes to be put in 
practice, tiiat a very Vafidora'abox of d i tb ul 
ties has sprung open, and that doubts, who*- 
name is legion, threat#» the existence of a 
project hitherto' drawing sustenance from a 
seemingly inexhaustible faith. The London 
Times, formerly a strong advocate of the pro
posed system, speaks of “ doubts on points of
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passing through Canada from ana part of
the United States to another ; were we fade 
so, the proportion would be greatly bright
ened in favor of telegrams.

But there is a feature in the case, very apt 
to be overlooked, that render» it fallacious 
to base any calculation on the proportions of 
“fatten," for they ans not of a similar chat 
acter. In England, America and Canada, 
the “ letters " include the thousands and 
millions of circulars, patterns, samples,1 sad 
printed appeals, which are afforded a drea- 
lation through the Poet Office at cheap rates. 
In Belgium and Switzerland *irh a *yttem 
is comparatively unknown. Were these dr-
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