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A FLEA FOR COOPERATIVE BUY
ING BY FARMERS

Farmers Should Buy Co-operatively

One of the live topies of discussion
among commercial and agricultdral in
terests is business co-operation ameong
farmers Farmers are great producers
of wealth Farmers' power of holding
wealth s feehle The retention of
wealth, sot the production of wealth
is his greatest problem He devotes his
whole thought and energy to produc
tion and leaves the business end of the
industry to others His neglect of the
business side of his industry has pro
duced & buge crop of middlemen be
tween the producers and the comSumers
out of proportion to the number of
producers. : Those who are in & position
to know assert that there are upwards
of 17000 retail businesses in the three
prairie provisces. There are less than
200000 farmers o these three prov
incen. Bo it works out that there »
one retall business for every twelve
farmers, an economie drain that must
be faced and & remedy provided, unless
our farmers are 0 continue in the
““Slough of Despondency’’ they have
been floundering in and the business of
farmers costinue in bhoadage to other
business

Seclving the Problem

The solution of the problesm that
scems 1o offer the most reaponable hope
of success is for the fanmers to buy
and scll cooperstively of working to
gethdr to deo their owa busisess and
secure to themselves the prefit in the
--|¢l.ln--n of the bhusingss of bandling

ope and securing supglies necossary in
the production f crdpn There are
three elements that ester inte business

capital, service and patrosage Capi
tal and serviee accomplish solhing
without patrosage of cuslomen Wi
out customers there is po profit The
listinetive feature of cooperative busl
sens is that the profits go 10 the pa
trons, while in other Dusiness 1 goes
te the owners of 1he Dusiness. Lonse
yuently, whea profits oa the farmer’s
business go 1o the farmer under the ¢
sperative principle, wealth i» i used
g 1he many When profity go ¢
. hoMers under 1he rporation
prisciple, wealth s cqneentiraied inte &
few hands T™he immediate results of
the Iatter method of distiributing 1he
profits of Yhe business of farwiag i
the prairie previsces » el st e
farmer i three lives ia +8 home |
which se hadlord ¢ morigagee may

ay slalm
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tively, they were fMting themseiven for
greater thinge The
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that thes lach of incorporstion the
president and secrelary ssually bhecome
reaponsible for the payment f the
§ende : | ‘et e thin defest in 1he
syolem the Mpnitoba legalature passed
s lLoopersiive Ardt M 15 asl seemiae
which paw saabhies 1he aariatiions 1
Low ome iasot relied a0 paratively
small eapesse The 1o s f owr
sRparishes W 1hat e | Ihe spareeiy
seltiod farm At » : » safer and
mote hely pro-de satinla Y ™
sulte, ta develop it eralive buy
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operdlive merch . adizing
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In othie words, the trend of thought

2 s 1he direction of intarparsling our
smeciations sader the MNManiiobha |
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sgrivaitursl implements, 1wine fen
ing., Tenre posts, fowr, =it 1L e
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s

artivies 88 admit of balh shipment and
e b dinibeted ot small wi and

without the necessity of engaging a
manager to devote his whoile time to
that phase of the bhusiness of the ass

ciation It may be necessayy 10 secure
a warehouse for storing parts of éar
load shipments and appeoint ‘ertain
days to have the rehouse open for
giving out sdpplies, with the expecta
tion that the warehouse will uitimately
develop into the dignity of a ers
tive store, ""grow nt a yOperative
store ‘rather than ‘‘go into & ewOper

ative store The associations are alse

to discharge the functions of
shipping associations, assembling and
shipping farmers’ stoek ip carload lots
te terminal markets They will als

assemble and ship farmers’ produce of
sl kinds incloding butter poultry

eERn, ete

Standardize Farm Produce

Oune of the results that is expected to
follow will be standardiziag of farm
produce, comnverting  farmens’ products
inte more fnished form All these o8
terprises are distinitly a part of the
farmers’ husiness which cannot be con
ducted by individuals, but can be made
profitable whea conducted on a strictly
poperative basis. In other words, |
maintain, that it is the farmen’ duty
to give the world its food and raw ma
terial for clothing, and that he should
conduct andl receive profit from all the

business operations f delivering the

food to the consumer and the wool ¢
the factories The prisciple has its
Himitations, nevertheless It » hecaps
the farmer bas hithert Wt the profits
s all such operations and - A the
Lusinenss f handling his r and b

ommodities he neads ! produre cro
with that he Is poor
R McKENZIN
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hraaeh 2 I : W oe this
branch may bes o8 e ] ve rgat
mition with the 3 start made
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ishly keep it to themselves

A community gathering has a valug
besides that which can be measured iy
dollars and cents. It deepens interest
opens up new lines of thought, broadens
views, and gives birth to the whale
souled feeling of brotherly sympathy
and good will he education gained
by commaonity gatherings benefits the
farmer, his wife, and his family. Life
and our surroundings may not have pey
mitted us to a course at college, bat
askive
think and hearts quick to feel life it
self can be a school and its lessons ean
be learned well

Many of our deep thinking, whele
souled, lnspiring men and women, e
ple full of influence and power, have
o diploma from an institution of lears
ing, but they bave that most uscom
mon taleat of all-—common sense. Lot
us think over and study over and apply
intelligently striving to make every
dav's work count I-u as much, every
acre of land to yield as muceh a0 ;..'
sible. Let us strive te be prosperows
farmers and thrifty But withal let
us be men and women of character; ot
us welcome every thought and cireum
stance in life which mmkes our minds
more active, our bhearts more teades
our feelings more responsive, our chay
acter more noble — Organized FParmer

with our eyes open, minds
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