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a temper imperious and wilful, but
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ness, swectness, singleness of heart and

purpose.
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understood his country and handled its
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One can read and reread the ““Gram-

mar of Assent,’’ and always with profit.
It is at once a wondrous chronicle of a
soul grappling with problems and a
revelation of the power of genius. In
his own way he answered the questions
that had troubled him for years, and

put the record of them in a book that
should be appreciated and treasured.
But our eyes are too accustomed to the
glitter of the
kindly to the white light that beats on

commonplace to take

these pages.

——————

A THING OF LIGHT AND
BEAUTY.
In conelusion Dr. Barry says: Let-
ters, stories, sermons belong to the

full description of a man whose lan-

guage always sincere was wrought
up little little to a
refinement, a strength and subtlety,
the

no

by finish and

thrown into forms of eloguence

English writer of
It is invaribly just,
tender, penetrating, animated, decisive,

and weighty. Tt is eminently pure.

beyond which

prose has gone.

taing, indeed, the creeds and thirty-
nino articles admitted by the Church
but which deliberately
omits all claim that the
priesthood any power of absolving from

of England,
there is in

sin.

Thus in Communion
where the the
Ingland exhorts intending communi-
cants to quiet their consciences by re-
coiving the benefit of absolution, the
Protestant Episcopal Church omits this
oxhortation, and it does the same in
the order of visitation of the sick,
where the minister of the Church of
England is directed to absolve the sick
person by virtue of the authority given
by Christ to His Church *‘to absolve
all sinners who truly repent and believe

the
minister of

service,
Chureh of

in Him."
The deliberate omission of these pas-
sulliciently
Episcopal

and several others
shows that the
Church has departed from its prototype

in a matter of most grave inportance ;

sages

American

and it is evident that time alone is re-
quisite to make still more conspicuous
the divergencies of the so-called branch
Churches having their origin in Angli-
canisim.

It would be interesting to know how
in the face of these facts, the theory of
independent national Churches form-
ing one Church of Christ can be recon-
ciled with St
Timothy that the Church of the Livirg
God is the pillar and ground of truth ;
or the teaching of the same Apostle in

Paul's declaration to

Churches, the more so as the various
denominations of Protestants were at
the time of the union, and for some
years previous, agitating for just such
a movement, the principal argument in
favor of union being the waste of energy
resulting from the divided state of
Protestantism, and the great extra
cost entailed on the people by their
being obliged to keep up two congrega-
tions and to support two ministers in
many places where one might easily
suflice.

What now turns out to be a serious
matter in the act of union is that doc-

trinal differences between the two
Churches were disregarded. The Free

Church had hitherto maintained stren-
uously the doctrines of the Westmin-
ster Confession in regard to predestina-
tion and the eternal reprobation of the
wicked, and the reasonableness of
Church establishment where the Church
can have the aid of the State, without
being interfered with by the State in
ghe administration of Church matters.
But the United Presbyterian Church
had left these doctrines dubious, inas-
much as it declared that the belief on
these points is optional with each in-
dividual,

On the consummation of the Union in
1900 the majority of the members of
the Free Church agreed to accept the
dubious clause of the United Church,
and the plea of the minority, who are
popularly called ‘‘ the Wee Frees,” was
that the Free Church on its organiza.
tion had bound itself to maintain the

completely dazed Presbyterians

Seotland of every designation.

elastic and less definite than its own.

the leadership of Drs.

well understood prineiple.

to appointments to benefices.

existed between

to the appointment of Bishops.

ively

suceeeding

ment.

his Kpistle to the Kphesians, that

| issue of the Carionic Rucorb on

Fifty - eight Free Church ministers |
was thejnumber out of 970 who four years
ago refused to enter into a union with | zines on this subject, from all of which
another Church whose creed was more

The 175 ministers who in 1813, under
Walsh and
Chalmers, withdrew from the General
Assembly of the Kstablished Church
of Scotland, took this action upon a
They did
not object to the principle of an estab-
lished Church. They believed that it
is lawful for the State to serve God by
giving aid to His Church, but not by
dominating it, whereas the maintainers
of the Fstablished Church permitted
the State to rule absolutely in regard
The dif-
ference between the two on this point
was, indeed, very similar to that which
the Pope and the
French Premier, M. Combes, in regard
The
Pope held and holds that the right to
appoint Bishops rests with him execlus-
yet he was willing for serious
reasons to grant to Napoleon I. and to
French Governments the
privilege of limiting such ap pointments
in such a way that the persons appointed
should be, acceptable to the Govern-

The Concordat regulated the appoint-

absorbed itself into the new organiza- | have received a communication base d
tion called the United Free Kirk, has

upon some remarks made in a recent
‘* the
New Hell."

A good deal has been said of late in
the non-Catliolic or Protestant maga®

it may be justly inferred that Protest-
antism has really for the most part ar-
rived at the inference that hell is not
to be s0 much to be dreaded as it has
been in the past ; and indeed not only
has it come to pass that hell has been
moderated in the view of many Protest-
ants, but even *‘the passing away of hell”
has also been a theme on which there
have been numerous articles written by
writers who are deeply interested in
religion, and who still belong to sects
which are neither Unitarian nor Uni-
versalist in theory. Hence, our cor~
respondent, D. S., points out that cer-
tain religious newspapers have actual-
ly set forth a theory of Protestantism
according to which all dogma should
disappear from the ideal ** New Chris-
tianity.,”” Thus the Congregationalist
and Christian World of 13th February,
1904, declares plainly that the Refor=
mation inaugurated by Luther has ab
last entered upon a new period which
is the logical extreme of Protestantism
and the form which Protestantism
has taken at least with more advanced
thinkers, and to which has been given
the name of ** the New Reformation.”
The article here referred tc states the
matter thus:

ment in such a way that the Pope and

“ The religious conviction of the

i
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