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Hstory of the Church.

( Continued. )

The sunbeam divides itself to mul-
tiply colorsy it breaks again and goes
out of its way to perform other
wonders. If the orb commanded by
God to rule the day, should sudden-
ly appear or disappear, we would
be dazzled in the morning by his
sudden splendor, and surprised at
nighit by the deepest. darkmess. He
will not do this; but in imitation of
the Eternmal Light and Wisdom, the
emblem of which he is, if he at-

tains from omne extremity to the
other with force, he will also  dis-
pose all with sweetness. His tri-
umphal appearamce on the horizon

will be preceded by the dawn, and his
setting followed by the twilight.
For more than am hour before hel,
sends his beams directly on our
heads, he will send them high in the
atmosphere, the vaporous particles
of which will réfail them to us bro-
ken and weakened. This is not all.
These same rays, shooting obliquely

in the elevated and rare parts of
the air which surrounds us, will
bend to the lower and denser parts

to come near us more and wore, as
we see the apparent bend in a stick
plunged obliquely in a vessel of
water. It is by means of these few
broken rays, and these atoms of air
and vapor, that God sweelly brings
us from the shades of night to the
clearness of day, and from the light
of day to the darkmess of night,
through the tints of the morning

dawn and the evening twilight. It
is also to this that we owe the
beautiful blue in the vault of the

heavens. 'The higher we ascend the
great mountains, the blacker the
sky appears. There are certain
heights where the sun does not ap-
pear in his ordinary splendor, and
the stars are seen in the middle -of
the day,not twinkling, but quiet.
The air that is above is too delicate
to reflect the light of the stars to
eye and direct it all around. Lower
down, this light, reflected by less
delicate air and vapors, mingling its
whiteness with the black above,
produces this intermediate shade
that charms the eye and seems to
surround us like a vault studded
with- golden nails. These same
atoms of vapor and air are or-
dained by God to hand, as it were,
one to the other, the white brillian-

cy of the sun and carry it evin
into places where the solar rays
never penetrate directly. What mys-
teries there are in what we see

every day!

The heavens show forth the glory
of God and the firmament declareth
the work of His hands. Day to day
uttereth speech, and night to might
showeth knowledge. 'There are no
speeches mor languages where ‘their
voices are nol heard. Their sound

the day; but it turns also round the
sun in three hundred and sixty-five
days and a quarter, which is called
a year. In this annual revolution it
is inclined in such a way that it
presents the middle of its globe di-
rectly to Lhe sun’s rays twice, and
once it presents a certain portion of
each of its hemispheres. When the
middle, or equaltor, is presented, the
days are as long as the nights, it
is equinox for us; spring or vernal
equinox if the earth must efterwards
presént to the sun the hemisphere in
which we live; autumnal equinox, if

afterwards it must present the op-
posite hemisphere. When it pre-
sents the greatest surface of our

hemisphere, our days are longest and
our mights shortest; it is summer.
This is what we call solstice, be-
cause the sun scems to stand seve-
ral days before returning to the
other hemisphere; summer solstice for
us; winter solstice for those who
live on the opposite side of the
earth. Six months later the case is
reversed. This is the way in which
the learned of our day explain the
phenomenon. We say of our day,
because for centuries they explained
the matter .differently, and always
with an equal assurance, which
should at some time persuade them
to be a little more modest.

The moon is the second of the
great luminaries. She acoompanies
the earth around the sun and turns
at the same time around theearth
in twenty-nine days and a half. She
presides over the night, which for
the most of the time, she brightens

with a pale light. No more than
the earth is she luminous of her-
self; but like the earth, she bor-
rows her light from the sun. When
she shows all her hemisphere bright,

which happens when she rises at the
same moment that the sun sets,
there is what we call full moon ;
when she rises at the same time as

the sun, she shows a dark hemis-
phere; we see nothing of her: that
is what we call new moon. Lastly

we say first quarter or last quar-
ter when she is closer to the sun,
or further away from it, and shows
the quarter of her hemisphere bnf.rh'.—
ened, and consequantly the other three
qyvarters are dark. These- different
appearances are known as the phases
of the moon. Astronomers have
observed similar changes in the
moons which accompany other pla-
nets.

Night is but the shadow of the
earth. When this shadow, which is
cast far into the air, falls on the il-
luminated disc of the moon, this disc
is wholly or partially darkeneds this
is what is cailed the total or partial
eclipse of the moon. This cannot
take place except at the time of
full moon, when the earth is in di-
rect line between the sun and moon.

But the moon has her shadow and

hath gone forth into all the earth,
and their words unto the end of the
world. He hath set His tabernacle
in the sun, and He as a, bridegroom !
ocoming out of His bridal chamber, »
hath rejoiced as a giant to run the
way; His going out is from the end
of heaven, and His circuit even to

the ‘end thereof, and there is no
one that can hide himself from His
heat.

God united in the sun both the

light that enlightens and gives color,
and the heat that sustains life in
plants and makes them grow. But
light amd heat existed before this
already the plants were painted with
the colors of the one and lived by

the life of the other. The sun isg
a reservoir: it is not light but a
fuminary.

The ancients were much troubled
over the question as to whether
the stars were alive or not. Some
said that they were; others that
they were not. Others again were
in doubt. St. Thomas conciliated
the two opinions with splendid tact.
He said, ‘“The stars are not enimat-
_ed the same as the human body is
by a soul which forms a single indi-
wvidual; but they are animated the
same as a ship sailed and steered by
a pilot.” Now, those who -held tha't
the stars are animated, understood
4t in this way, and those who sus-
tained the contrary opinion did
friot mean in the first way. It was
only a war of words after all.

The sun presides over the day; he
dbrings it to us when he rises, he
“takes it away from us when he
sets. But this rising and setting of
the sun is caused mot by his rising
and setting, but by the rotation of
the earth’s own axis, thereby pre-
senting (o the sun’s rays different
 points of its circumference. The sun
rises, then, on ‘the horizon, and ad-
vances, then passes and sets, much
" Hke the immovable seashore which
-.ppeu'l to the navigator to rest on
the horizon and come closer, or to

sink below it and disappear ac-
_ ecording as the course of his  ship
is towards the land or away frgm

- it

The sun also preddg over the four

or four periods of light amd

M. mmmmdu over the earth

over the year, which is the

ndtion of the four.  But it is
wn that is the euuaaol

her night as well as the earth.
When this shadow, which is also cast
far out into space, encounters the
part of the earth on which we live,
it withholds from our sight all or
part of the sun’s light; this is  the
total or partial eclipse of the sun.
We are for a short time in the sha-
dow of the moon. This cannot take
place except at the 'time -of new
moon. when she is directly between
the earth and the sun.

With the exception of the Jews, all
ancient peoples were very much
afraid of eclipses. In the anmals of
China we read that am eclipse put
the whole country into a panic. Even
to-day the people of India, persuaded
intimately that a wicked dragon
wants on these occasions to devour

the moon, make a terrible moise to
drive off the momster, or they sink
themselves to the neck in water to

pray that he may notl devour it en-
tirely. The Greeks and Romans were
of the opinion that if the moon were
eclipsed it was because the sorcerers,
by their incantations, attracted it to
the earth, Consequently they used
to beat kettles, pams, . and other
noise-making instruments wo force
it back into its place. They lit an
infinite number of torches amd rais-
ed them towards the heavens to
call back the light of the eglipsed
heavenly body. The natives of Mex-
ico imagined that the. moon was
wounded by the sun in a quarrel
that they must have had together,
and in comsequence everybody fasted
to establish peace.

However, in China, India, Persia,
Egypt, Greece and Rome, ‘there were
astronomers, or star-gazers, o mea-
thematicians, for in amcient writing
those mames signify the same thing;
but, instead of enlightening the peo-
ple on the cause of eclipses these
wiseacres led them and sunk them
into a more dangerous error. How-
ever far back we may seek in pro-
fane history, we see astronomy, or
the knowledge of the stars degene-
rate into a vain and dangerous ' su-
perstition. The mathenatncians or
star '8, Oor astr
that the examination of the stars
for the purpose of finding out their
oourse in the heavens, and foretelling
eclipses, was not very profitable, in-
vented something that would pay
thunhetwitwutolombell the
| destiny of every man, or 'the issue of

!'t-tux;n ‘on itself mry‘twanty‘
“hours, that the sun may give us

a battleor the sucoess of an enter-

prise. The heavens were divided into
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twelve equal parts, each ome having
its own particular attribute; riches,
relatives, glory, etc., etc. The pla-
nets were divided into favorable, un-
favorable, and mixed, having their
unlucky or happy aspects. The de-
cisive moment of man’s destiny was
that of his birth. Such were 'the
arbitrary principles of these vain and
superstitious mathematics, as we see
by the Fathers of the Church who
refuted them. The Chaldeans, who
were the first to observe the stars,
were also the first astrologers,
soothsayers, fortune tellers. Their
very name became common to all
the charlatans of this class who in
a short time were to be found every-
where. The mathematicians were of-
ten bamished from Rome, but they
stayed there nevertheless. This is
what history says: They brewed con-
spiracies by their prognostications.
If they succeeded they ruled the em-
pire; if they failed they were ban-
ished by decrees; but, as an au-
thor of their time expresses it, the
vulgar scholar and the vulgar dunce,
equally persuaded that the destinies
of both empires and individuals were
written in the stars, kept those men
in spite of decrees. Such was the
power of this astronomical supersti-
tion that a great writer of Roman
literature reasoned as follows in a
speech: “Since mathematics,”” said
he, ‘‘predict the eclipses, why . can
they not also predict a man’s fate?’’
Emperors thought the' same as . the
common people did. Tiberius ex-
pelled the mathematicians by decree,
all the time being himself one of
them. With regard to philosophers,
it will be enough to speak of one,
Julian the Eamnperor, a star-gazer, an
aruspex, a magician, and surrounded
by meagicians like himself. The holy
Church of God, and she alone since
the time of Moses up to the Council
of Trent, never ceased enlightening
the world on the folly of these vain
prejudices, or the impostures of the
apparently learned. The philoso-
phers of Chaldea had probably com-
menced to infatuate mankind with
their astrological fables when Mos2s
brought into the light once more the
ancient truth about the creation of
the world and the providence of
God. These same sages were flat-
tering Babylon by promising her a
never-ending happiness when Isaias
anmounced her early ruin and said
to her: ‘‘Hearken, voluptuous city.

Stand mow with thy enchant-
ers and with the multitude of thy
sorceries; let now the astrologers
stand and save thee, they that gazed
at the starsand counted the months.
that from them they might tell
the things that shall come to thee.
Behold they are as stubble, fire hath
burned them, they shall not deliver
themselves from the power of the
flames.”” Julian the philo$opher em-
ployed all the resources of philoso-
phy as well as those of the empire,
for the triumph of superstition over
Christianity and good sense, while
his school companions, Grebory of
Nazianzen and Basil of Cesarca
{aught the people in the Christian
temples to laugh at the philosophical
extravagances and preserve their
wits and Christianity.

(To be Continued.)

Prizes Awarded
in Diary Contest.

$200 in Prizes for the Best Diary
Kept in Dr. Chase’s Calen-

dar Almanac.

COMPETITION KEEN.

fen Rewarded for Efforts as the
First Prize Had to b: Divided,

The judges
Contest of Dr.

in the annual Diary
Chase’s Calendar-Al-

memac have given their decision after )

carefully considering the numerous
diaries submitted. Their task was dif-
ficult. Not alone because of the hun-
dreds of Almanacs entered in the con=
test, but more particularly because of
their high standard. ¥or example,
the material, and cleanli
of the leading diarieswere of so good
e quality that the judges were com-
pelled in justice fo both partles to
divide the' first ‘prize between M
and -Mrs. Sanford Hoar,
Road via Petitcodiac, N.B., u\d!
E. H. Snider of Bmomhﬂl
'rhg prlne wlnmrl are:

9.

RAILWAY

GRAND TRUNK §¥sEwm.

REDUCED FARES.
IN EFFECT FROM FEB. 29th TO APRIL
20th, 1908, INCLUSIVE.

Second class Coionist fares from Montreal to
SEATTLE, YICTORIA, VANCOU- @
$62.70

VER and PORTLAND..........
$49.95
$50.60
Skws o K08 AT $564.00
MEXICO CITY, MeX ., ...c.iivsoesss $59 50

Low Rate to many other points,
TOURIST SLEEPING CARS

Leave IMontreal Mondays and Wednesdays at
10.30 p.m. for the accommodation of passengers
holding first or second-class tickets to CHI-
CAGO AND WEST thereof as far as the PACI-
FIC COAST. Nominal charge is made for berths,
which may be reserved in advance.

NELSON and SPOKANE

ROSSLAND ..ioeauiiiioriesseennss

CITY TICKET OFFICES
137 Nt. Jnmes Street, Telephone Main
460 & 461,0r Bonaventure Siation

INTERCOLONIAL

RAILWAY

BONAVENTURE UNION DEPOT
s

TRAIN SERVIGE

A 725 for St. dyacinthe, Drum-
. mondville, Levis, Quebec &
AM

intermediate stations.
The Maritime Express
for Levis, Quebec, River
|2 du Ioup, Moncton, St.
NGOON | John, Halifax and Sydney,
Jhrough sleeping and din-
Img cars.
EXCEPT SATURDAY.
3 50 for St. Hyacinthe, Drum-
3
P M

mondville, St. Leonard,
Nicolet and intermediate
stations.

Saturdays Only.

|2 for St. Hyecinthe, Drum-
mondville, Levis, Quebec,
NOON | River du Loup, St. Flavie
and intermediate stations.
CITY TICKET OFFICE.
141 St. James street, Tel. Main 615.
GEO. STRUBBE,

City Pues & Tkt. Agent.

H. A. PRICE, Assistant Gen.Pass. Agent

First—$100 in gold (divided)—E.
H. Snider, Broomhill P.0., Man; Mr.
and Mrs. Sanford Hoar, Scott Road
via. Petitcodiac, N.B.

Second—$50 in gold—Jas. Arthur,
North Rustico, P.E.I.

Third—$25 in gold—Miss Mary E.

Beattie, 239 Pall Mall street, Lon-
don, Ont.

Fourth—$5 in gold—Rev. Jos, H.
Chant, Newburgh, Ont.

Fifth—$5 in gold—Mrs.. W. H.
Burns, Miminegash, Ont.

Sixth—$5 in gold—Fred. Goodwin,

Tilsonburg, Ont.

Seventh—$5 in gold—Mrs. Jos. H.
Cook, Box 71, Beachville, Oxford
Co., Ont.

Eighth—$5 in gold—Miss Annie F.
Bryden, Flinton, Ont.

Ninth—$5 in gold—Theodule Clou-
tier, L'lslet, Que.

The diaries belonging to the fol-
lowing persons are Highly Commend-
ed:

Mr. C. McKarlane Lewis, Mt, Wesé
Co., N.B.

Mrs, Wm. Mutch, Rocky Point, P.
E.I.

Mrs. A. Roszel, Kimbo, Ont.

Mrs. Robt. E. Lovatt, Tynemouth
Creek, St. Johm, N.B.

Judging from the number of re-
quests for Almanacs this year the
Diary Contest for 1908 promises ‘to
be as close as that of 1907. If any-
one has not received one of these Ca~
lendar-Almanacs the Edmanson, Bates
& Co., Toronto, Ont., will mail one
upon the receipt of name and ad-
dress.

Appeal for Father Gray’s Mission.

To the Editor, True Witness:

to, and a constant reader of,

permitted to call msmm
your many readers
tou

Dear Sir,—As a regular l\lbld'l‘b‘!‘ g
your |
valuable paper, I trust Imay  be

o LiMiTen
18‘ t. 94 St. James St., Monty,, |
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There is no city of equal size on the continent that can boast of sl
store with such a matchless stock of new carpets as this. There 15]1:
store in Montreal that begins to do the businessi we do in Flooy Col
verings.

These prices show the %rend of values: —

NEW BRUSSELS CARPETS, SPRING, 1908,

Our line af Brussels Carpets is most complete, 75 of the newest deg;
and colorings to choose from with borders 'to match: N

New DBrussels Carpets. Special, yd.. i e 8¢
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd..
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd..
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd.,

3 SPECIALS IN WILTON VELVET CARPETS
2,000 yards of the finest Velvet Pile Carpet, with handsome bordery

to match. Reg. value $1.50 yard. Sale price, yard....... ....... .. 98e]
1,000 yards of beautiful Velvet Pile Carpet, borders to match Re.
gular value $1.25 yard. Sale price, ¥ <. 850)

1,000 yards of Wilton Velvet Hall and Stair Carpet to match, Reg
value $1.50. Sale price, yard.........ew . 98

All carpets bought will be stored and insured free umtill wanted,
OFFICE FURNITURE AT LESS THAN COST

Business Men are invited to come amd inspect our line of Office Fyp,
niture, comprising Standing Desks, Single and Double Roll and Flg
Top Desks, Filing Cabinets, Card Index Cabinels and Sectional Boogl'
Cases at 25 per ccnt. less than manufacturer’s prices. This is an op
portunity that no business man should overlook, we are clearing qutf
the entire line, as space is required for new stock coming in.

$7.60 DININC TABLES $6.80 Y
5 heavy turned legs, top extends to 6 feet, Impe
Reduced to $6.8)

15 Dining Tables,
rial Oak finish, very pretty design, and worth $7.50.
HARNESS DEP. BARCAINS
Ladies’ Genl’s and Boys’ Saddles clearing at 25 per cent. off regula
prices, Riding Bridles, less 25 per cent. Riding Whips, $1 to $10,
TRIO OF VALUES FROM CURTAIN SECTION
NOTTINGHAM LACE BED SETS, Point d’Esprit Net, frill all around|

holster to match; suitable for double bed. A set ..84.25h
WHITE BOBBINET SASH CURTAIN, with frill, lace and insertion,
30 inches x 2 1-2 yards long. Special per Pair....... ... ... $1.85

80 x 45 inches
T3]

Bonne Femme Door Panel Curtin, with neat frill,

.. GARSLEY co.

LIMITED i

If we are not your
FLORIST
We Want to Be!l

TWO STORES

§Bennett's Theatre [Bld'g,
Phone Up 1451

c

Cor. St. Catherine and Guy Streets  and]

Phone Up 1197

For New and Old-Subscribers.

Rates: City, U. 8. and Foreign $1.50.
Newfoundland and Canada, $1.00.
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Please sena me *“ The True Witness” for....u..n..months
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