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■ Get 1908 prices and illustrated booklet.
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History of the Church.
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( Continued. )

The sunbeam divides itself to mul­
tiply çolorst it breaks again and goes 
out of its way to perform
wonders. If the orb commanded by 
God to rule the day, should sudden­
ly appear or disappear, we would 
be dazzled in the morning by his 
sudden splendor, and surprised at
night by the deepest darkness. He
will not do this; but in imitation of 
the Eternal Eight and Wisdom, the 
emblem of which he is, if he at­
tains from one extremity to the 
other with force, he will also dis­
pose all with sweetness. His tri­
umphal appearance on t/he horizon 
will be preceded by the dawn, and his 
setting followed by the twilight. 
For more than an hour before he 
sends his beams directly on our 
heads, he will send them high in the 
atmosphere, the vaporous particles 
of which will retail them to us bro­
ken and weakened. This is not all. 
These same rays, shooting obliquely 
in the elevated and rare parts of 
the air which surrounds us, will 
bend to the lower and denser parts 
to come near us more and more, as 
we see the apparent bend in a stick 
plunged obliquely in a vessel of 
water. It is by means of these few 
broken rays, and these atoms of air 
and vapor, that God sweetly brings 
us from the shades of night to the 
clearness of day, and from the light 
of day to the darkness of night, 
through the tints of the morning 
dawn and the evening twilight. It 
is also to this that we owe the 
beautiful blue in the vault of the 
heavens. The higher we ascend the 
great mountains, the blacker the 
sky appears. There are certain
heights where the sun does not ap­
pear in his ordinary splendor, and 
the stars are seen in the middle of 
the day,not twinkling, but quiet.
The air that is above is too delicate 
to reflect the light of the stars to 
eye and direct it all around. Lower 
down, this light, reflected by less 
delicate air and vapors, mingling its 
whiteness with the black above,
produces this intermediate shade
that charms the eye and seems to 
surround us like a vault studded 
with golden nails. These same 
atoms of vapor and air are or­
dained by God to hand, as it were, 
one to the other, the white brillian­
cy of the sun and carry it even 
into places where the solar 
never penetrate directly. What 
teries there are in what we see 
every day!

The heavens show forth the glory 
of God and the firmament declareth 
the work of His hands. Day to day 
uttereth speech, and night to night 
showeth knowledge. There are no 
speeches nor languages where their 
voices are not heard. Their sound 
hath gone forth into all the earth, 
and their words unto the end of the

the day; but it turns also round the 
sun in three hundred and sixty-five 
days and a quarter, which is called 
a year. In this annual revolution it 

other !is inclined in such a way that it

rays
mys-

world. He hath set Hie tabernacle , ,Wh'-‘n *his *»*>», which ie also caa,1 
in the sun. and He as a. bridegroom f far out into space, encounters the
coming out of His bridal chamber, 
hath rejoiced as a giant to run the 
way; His going out is from the end 
of heaven, and His circuit even to 
the end thereof, and there is no 
one that can bide himself from His 
heat.

God united in the sun both the 
light that enlightens and gives color, 
and the heat that sustains life in 
plants and makes them grow. But 
light and heat existed before this 
already the plants were painted with

reservoir: it is not light but 
luminary.

The ancients were much troubled 
over the question as to whether 
the stars were. alive or not. Some 
said that they were; others that 
they were not. 0there again were

part of the earth on Which we live, 
it withholds from our sight all or 
part of the sun’s light; this is the 
total or partial eclipse of the sun. 
We are for a short time in the sha­
dow of the moon. This cannot take 
place except at the time -of new 
moon, when she is directly between 
the earth and the sun.

With the exception of the Jews, all 
ancient peoples were very much 
afraid of eclipses. In the annals of 
China we read that an eclipse put

the colors of the one and lived by the whole country into a panic. Even 
the life of the other. The sun is to-day the people of India, persuaded

intimately that a wicked dragon 
wants on these occasions to devour 
the moon, make a terrible noise to 
drive off the monster, or they sink 
themselves to the neck in water to 
pray that he may not devour it en­
tirely. The Greeks and Homans were

in doubt. St. Thomas conciliated of the opinion that if the moon were
the two opinions with splendid tact. 
He said, “The stars are not animat­
ed the same as the human body is 
by a soul which forms a single indi­
vidual; but they are animated the 
same as a ship sailed end steered by 
a pilot." Now those who helcttha't 
the stars are animated, understood 
it in this way, and those who sus­
tained the contrary opinion did 
not mean in the first way. It was 
only a war of words after all.

The sun presides over the day; he 
brings It to us when he rises, he 
takes it away from us when he 
sets. But this rising and setting of 
the sun is caused not by his rising 
and setting, but by the rotation of 
the earth’s own axis, thereby pre- 
àenting bo the sun’s rays different 
points of its circumference. The sun 
rises, then, on the horizon, and ad­
vances, then passes and sets, much 
Wee the immovable seashore which 
appears to the navigator to rest on 
the horteon and come closer, or to 
sink below it and disappear ac­
cording as the course of his ship 
is towards the land or away from 
it. #

The sun also presides over the four 
Masons or four periods of light and 
heat which he spreads over the earth 
—as also over the year, which is the 
combination of the four. But it is 
the earth again that is the cause of 
this circle of variations. Not only 

it turn on itself every twenty-

eclipsed it was because the sorcerers, 
by their incantations, attracted it to 
the earth, Consequently they used 
to beat kettles, pans, and other 
noise-making instruments to .force 
it back into its place. They lit an 
infinite number of torches and rais­
ed them towards the heavens to 
call back the light of the eclipsed 
heavenly body. The natives of Mex­
ico imagined that the moon was 
wounded by the sun in a quarrel 
that they must have had together, 
and in consequence everybody fasted 
to establish" peace.

However, in China, Indiq, Persia, 
Egypt, Greece and Rome, there were 
astronomers, or star-gazers, or ma­
thematicians, for in ancient writing 
those names signify the same thing; 
but, instead of enlightening t'he peo­
ple on the cause of eclipses these 
wiseacres led them and sunk them 
into a more dangerous error. How­
ever far back we may seek in pro­
fana history, we see astronomy, or 
the knowledge of the stars degene­
rate into a vain and dangerous su­
perstition. The mathematicians, or 
star-gazers, or astronomers, finding 
that the examination of the stare 
for the purpose of finding out their 
course in the heavens, and foretelling 
eclipses, was not very profitable, in­
vented something that would pay 
them better; it was to foretell the 
destiny of every man, or the issue of 
n battle,or the success of an enter-
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presents the middle of its globe di­
rectly to the sun’s rays twice, and 
once it presents a certain portion of 
each of its hemispheres. When the 
middle, or equator, is presented, the 
days are as long as the nights, it 
is equinox for us; spring or vernal 
equinox if the earth must afterwards 
present to the sun the hemisphere in 
which we live; autumnal equinox, if 
afterwards it must present the op- 
jiosibe hemisphere. When it pre­
sents the greatest surface of our 
hemisphere, our days are longest and 
our nights shortest; it is summer. 
This is what we call solstice, be­
cause the sun seems to stand seve­
ral days before returning to the 
other hemisphere; summer solstice for 
us; winter solstice for those who 
live on the opposite side of the 
earth. Six months later the case is 
reversed. This is the way in which 
the learned of our day explain the 
phenomenon. We say of our day, 
because for centuries they explained 
the matter differently, and always 
with an equal assurance, which 
should at some time persuade them 
to be a little more modest.

The moon is the second of the 
great luminaries. She accompanies 
the earth around the sun and turns 
at the same time around the earth 
in twenty-nine days and a half. She 
presides over the night, which for 
the most of the time, she brightens 
with a pale light. No more than 
the earth is she luminous of her­
self; but like the earth, she bor­
rows her light from the sun. When 
she shows all her hemisphere 'bright, 
which happens when she rises at the 
same moment that the sun sets, 
there is what we call full moon 
when she rises at the same time as 
the sun, she shows a dark hemis­
phere; we see nothing of her: that 
is what we call new moon. Lastly 
we say first quarter or last quar­
ter when she is closer to- the sun, 
or further away from it, and shows 
the quarter of her hemisphere bright­
ened, and consequently the other three 
qyarters are dark. Thetie different 
appearances are known as the phases 
of the moon. Astronomers have 
observed similar changes in the 
moons which accompany other pla-

Night is but the shadow of the 
earth. When this shadow, which is 
cast far into the air, falls on the il­
luminated disc of the moon, tins disc 
is wholly or partially darkened; this 
is what is called the total or partial 
eclipse of the moon. This cannot 
take place except at the time of 
full moon, when the earth is in di­
rect line between the sun and moon.

But the moon has her shadow and 
her night as well as the earth.
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twelve equal parts, each one having 
its own particular attribute; riches, 
relatives, glory, etc., etc. The pla­
nets were divided into favorable, un­
favorable, and mixed, having their 
unlucky or happy aspects. The de­
cisive moment of man’s destiny was 
that of bis birth. Such were the 
arbitrary principles of these vain and 
superstitious mathematics, as we see 
by the Fathers of the Church who 
refuted them. The Chaldeans, who 
were the first to observe the stars, 
were also the first astrologers, 
soothsayers, fortune tellers. Their 
very name became common to all 
the charlatans of this class who in 
a short time were to be found every­
where. The mathematicians were of­
ten banished from Rome, but they 
stayed there nevertheless. This is 
what history says: They brewed con­
spiracies by their prognostications. 
If they succeeded they ruled the em­
pire; if they failed they were ban­
ished by decrees; but, as an au­
thor of their time expresses it, the 
vulgar scholar and the vulgar dunce, 
equally persuaded that the destinies 
of both empires and individuals were 
written in the stars, kept those men 
in spite of decrees. Such was the 
power of this astronomical supersti­
tion that a great writer of Roman 
literature reasoned as follows in a 
speech: “Since mathematics,’’ said
he, “predict the eclipses, why can 
they not also predict a man’s fate?” 
Emperors thought the1, same as the 
common people did. Tiberius ex­
pelled the mathematicians by decree, 
all the time being himself one of 
them. With regard to philosophers, 
it will be enough to speak of one, 
Julian the Emperor, a star-gazer, an 
aruspex, a magician, and surrounded 
by magicians like himself. The holy 
Church of God, and she alone since 
the time of Moses up to the Council 
of Trent, never ceased enlightening 
the world on the folly of these vain 
prejudices, or the impostures of the 
apparently learned. The philoso­
phers of Cbaldoa had probably com­
menced to infatuate mankind with 
their astrological fables when Mosos 
brought into the light once more the 
ancient truth about the creation of 
the world and the providence of 
God. These same sages were flat­
tering Babylon by promising her a 
never-ending happiness when Isaias 
announced her oarly ruin and said 
to her: “Hearken, voluptuous city.

Stand now with thy enchant­
ers and with the multitude of thy 
sorceries: let now the astrologers
stand and save thee, they that gazed 
at the stars and counted the months, 
that from them they might tell 
the things that shall come to thee. 
Behold they are as stubble, fire hath 
burned them, they shall not deliver 
themselves from the power of the 
flames.” Julian the philosopher em­
ployed all the resources of philoso­
phy as well as those of the empire, 
for the triumph of superstition over 
Christianity and good sense, while 
his school companions, Grebory of 
Naziamzen and Basil of Cesarea 
taught the people in the Christian 
temples to laugh at the philosophical 
extravagances and preserve their 
wits and Christianity.

(To be Continued.)

Prizes Awarded
in Diary Contest.

$200 in Prizes for the Best Diary 
Kept in Dr. Chase's Calen­

dar Almanac.

COMPETITION KEEN.

Fen Rewarded for Efforts as the 
First Prize Had to bs Divided.

lour hours, that the sun may give us prise. The heavens were divided into

The judges in the annual Diary 
Contest of Dr. Chase’s Calendar-Al­
manac have given their decision after 
carefully considering the numerous 
diaries submitted. Their task was dif­
ficult. Not alone because of the hun­
dreds of Almanacs entered in the con­
test, but more particularly because of 
their Mgh standard. For example, 
■the material, neatness and cleanliness 
of the leading diaries were of so goqd 
a quality that the judges were com­
pelled in justice to both parties to 
divide the first y prize between Mr. 
and Mrs. Sanford Hoar, of Scott 
Road via Petitoodiac, N.B., and Mr. 
E. H. Snider of Broomhill, Man.

The prize winners are:

CANADIAN
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TRAIN LEAVE MONTREAL
WINDSOR ST. STATION
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TORONTO, CHICAGO 19.it a m II*/» «*' 1» m. 
OTTAXV a . f8.3X » m *8.55 a m, 1110,10 a in. 14.00 

p m, Ilf* F* p m. 1110.10 p m.
HHKRFBOI'KB.'8.» H m *4.8i'p m, J7.25 p m. 
ST. JOHN. HALIFAX, .7 2 pm.
ST- P * UL. MINNEAPOLIS, 119.40 p m.

1*1. ACK VIOI K SI ATIOW
QUEBEC. tS-55 a m 112.» 0 n m. 1111.80 p m.
Til hEK HIX'EitS, 118*5 u m. ll’.OCp m. t4.c0

P m. 11*1.9" n ra
SHAWINIOAN FALL13.12.ropm.
0'lT*W A. t8.2*i a m, f5.46 p m.
JOLIETT V . t8.ro « m. 118.55 a m, 15/0 p m.
ST. G 4BRIFL. 18.55 a m. ts.Oii v m.
ST AGATHE. t».4* a m. $9.15 a m. 14.45 p m. 
NOMIMNGUE, 1.8.45 a m. §9,15 a m. \i 45 n m. 
HDallv, tDaily, except Sunday». i.Von , Wed.. 

*" ** 1 *-'—“— —'iDthy *3and Sat. SVunaaye only. : «xcept Sat.

TH’KKT orrivr.i 121» S*. JMnvu Street 
Next Post Office.

GRAND TRUNK IVs^
REDUCED FARES.

IN EFFECT FROM FEB. 29th TO APRIL 
29th, 1908, INCLUSIVE.

Second class Coionist fares from Montreal to

SEATTLE, VICTORIA, VANCOU- <6CO 7/1 
VER and PORTLAND................. «’Ü4, I U

NELSON and SPOKANE............... $49*95
ROSSLAND.........................................  $50.60
s gelesANCISCO:...LOS..AN: $54.00
MEXICO CITY, Mex...........................$59 50

.L«w Kale to many other pointu.
" TOURIST SLEEPING CARS 

Leave iMontreal Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10.30 p.m. for the accommodation of passengers 
holding first or second-class tickets to CHI­
CAGO AND WEST thereof as fares the PACI­
FIC COAST. Nominal charge is made for berths, 
which may be reserved in advance.

CITY TICKET OFFICES 
137 Nt. Joiiies Street, Telephone Mnln 

«60 A «61.or Bonoventnre Motion

INTERCOLONIAL
RAILWAY

BONAVENTURE UNION DEPOT

TRAIN SERVICE
for St. Hyacinthe, Ilrum- 
mondville, Levis, Quebec & 
intermediate stations.

The Maritime Express
for Levis, Quebec, River 
du Loup, Moncton, St. 
John, Halifax and Sydney, 
.Through sleeping and din­
ing cars.
SATURDAY.

31*1* I for St. Hyacinthe, Drum- 
• OU J mondville, Stmondville,

P. M. Nicolet and 
I stations.

Saturdays Only.
12 for St. Hyacinthe, Drum- 

mondville, Levis, Quebec, 
NOON I River du Loup, St. Flavie 

I and intermediate stations. 
CITY TICKET OFFICE.

141 St. James street, Tel. Main616.
GEO. STRUBBE,

City Paca à Tkt. Agent. 
H. A. PRICK. Assistant Gen.Pass. Agent

First—$100 in gold (divided)— E. 
H‘. Snider, Broomhill P.O., Man; Mr. 
and Mrs. Sanford Hoar, Scott Road 
via Fetitcodiac, N.B.

Second—$50 in gold—Jus. Arthur, 
North Rustico, P.E.I.

Third—$25 in gold—Miss Mary E. 
Beattie, 239 Pall Mall street, Lon­
don, Ont.

Fourth—$5 in gold—Rev. Jos. H. 
Chant, Newburgh, Ont.

Fifth—$5 in gold—Mrs. W. H.
Bums, Mimdnegash, Ont.

Sixth—$5 in gold—Fred. Goodwin, 
Tilsonburg, Ont.

Seventh—$5 in gold—Mrs. Jos. H. 
Cook, Box 71, Beachville, Oxford 
Co., Ont.

Eighth—$5 in gold—Miss Annie F. 
Bryden, Flinton, Ont.

Ninth—$5 in gold—Theodule Clou­
tier, L’lslet, Que.

The diaries belonging to the fol­
lowing persons are Highly Commend­
ed:

Mr. C. McINirlane Lewis, Mi. West 
Oo., N.B.

Mrs. Wm. Mutch, Rooky Point, P. 
E.I.

Mrs. A. Roszel, Kimbo, Ont.
Mrs. Ro-bt. E. Lovafct, Tynemouth 

Creek, St. John, N.B.
Judging from the number of re­

quests for Almanacs this year the 
Diary Contest for 1908 promises 'to 
be os close as that of 1907. If any­
one has not received one of these Ca- 
lendaJvAlmanacs theEdmanson, Bates 
& Co.", Toronto, Ont., will mail one 
upon the receipt of name and ad-

Appeal for Father Gray’s Mission.

To the Editor, True Witness:
Dear Sir,—As a regular subscriber 

to, and a constant reader of, your 
valuable paper, I trust I may be 
permitted to call tiyî attention of 
your many readers to the urgent and 
touching appeal of the Rev. Father 
Gray, of Fakenham, England, which 
lias occupied a prominent place . in 
the columns of the True Witness 
for several months. 1 forwarded a 
small donation to the rev. gqntle- 
mao norwiiiv. and have Just receiv-

WINNIPEG, VA NO» TTVKK IIHMi-rm. 
WIXN1 PEG, MOUS K J A W. 1110.10 a.m. Il V» JO pm

Leonard, 
intermediate

S. CÀRSLEY Co
^limited

184 to 194 St. James St., Mou*Peel 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 1906.

J86 to M83 Metre Dime St.,

Leadership in Carpets
There is no city of equal size on the continent that can boast of 

store with such a matchless stock of new carpets as this. There is 
store in Montreal that begins to do t/he business we do in Floor Co. 
verings.

These prices show the trend of values: —

NEW BRUSSELS CARPETS, SPRING, 1908.
Our line af Brussels Carpets is most complete, 75 of the newest design, 

and colorings to choose from with borders to match: 801
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd................ . .........................................
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd................... ..........................................
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd.............. ............................................. ^
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd............................................... ................ $2.25
New Brussels Carpets. Special, yd.......... .............................. .................

3 SPECIALS IN WILTON VELVET CARPETS.
2,000 yards of the finest Velvet pile Carpet, with handsome border, 

to match. Reg. value $1.50 yard. Sale price, yard...............................

1,000 yards of beautiful Velvet Pile Carpet, borders to match, R*
•gular value $1.25 yard. Sale price, yard..... .................................................35,

1,000 yards of Wilton Velvet Hall and Stair Carpet to match. Reg
value $1.50. Sale price, yard..............................a................................................

All carpets bought will be stored and insured free uutill wanted.

OFFICE FURNITURE AT LESS THAN COST
Business Men are invited to come and inspect our line of Office Fur- 

niture, comprising Standing Desks, Single and Double Roll and Flat 
Top Desk's, Filing Cabinets, Card Index Cabinets and Sectional Book 
Cases at 25 per cent, less then manufacturer's prices. This is an op­
portunity that no business men should overlook, we are clearing out 
t/he entire line, as" space is required for new stock coming in.

87.60 DINING TABLES 86.80
15 Dining Tables, 5 heavy turned legs, top extends to 6 feet, Impe-

rial Oak finish, very pretty design, and worth $7.50. Reduced to

HARNESS DEP. BARGAINS
Ladies’ Gent’s and Boys’ Saddles clearing at 25 per cent, off regular 

prices. Riding Bridles, less 25 per cent. Riding Whips, $1 to $10.

TRIO OF VALUES FROM CURTAIN SECTION
NOTTINGHAM LACE BED SETS, Point d'Esprit Net, frill all around 

bolster to match; suitable for double bed. A set........................ ......... $4.25

WHITE BOBBINET SASH CURTAIN, with frill, lace and insertion, 
30 inches x 2 1-2 yards long. Special per pair........................................ $1,95

Bonne Femme Door Panel Curtin, with neat frill, 30 x 45 inches 
long. Each........................................... «.......................... » »......................................... 73c
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FLORIST 
We Want to Bell

TWO STORES
Cor. St. Catherine and Guy Streets and] j£Ben nett's Theatre |Bld’g,

Phone Up 1197 Phone Up 1481

New and Old. Subscribers.
Rates: City, U. S. and Foreign 81.SO. 

Newfoundland and Canada, 81 .OO.

FILL OUT THIS BLANK AND MAIL TO THE TRUE WITNESS, MONTREAL,

Please send me “The True Witness" for...............months

from.............................. .....190 ...for which I enclose $...........

Name of Subscriber................... ........ .........................................

P. O. Address.................................................... ........................ ••

If you art a new subscriber, write "new” here...............

With the old surety.

St. Jacobs Oil
to cure

Lumbago aqd Sciatica
There li no inti» word u toll* Price, 95a-

ed a touching note of thanks in 
which he says: “May I beg of you 
to interest others in my great strug­
gle.’’ May I venture to hope that 
it will suffice to bring these few 
lines before the eyes of your gener­
ous-hearted readers to enlist their 
cordial sympathy, and to assure a 
prompt and generous response to 
the Rev. Father’s soul-stirring ap­
peal. I might also remind them 
that by helping the Rev. Father 
Gray in his great struggle they will 
be calling down upon themselves, 
and all who are near and dear to 
them, Heaven’s choicest blessings, as 
the Rev. Father promises to

her all, benefactors and their 
fives, living and dead, every 
he otters ud the adorable sacrificehe offers up the adorable 
the Mass. Thanking you very 
dially, Mr. Editor, for giving 
to this commuai cation, I remain.

" ................ " ■■■■
sjPDUr*.
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