WESTERN CLARION

HERE then, is the compromise of world
\; \/ capital? What is meant by world capital?
The assoeiation of several Imperialist
groups for world supremacy? British Imperialism
v. American Imperialism v. Japanese Imperialism ?
Together with various subsidiaries and dependents
scattered throughout the world? And Soviet Rus-
sia battling for the Soviet revolution, scoring ad-
vantages from intimate capitalist necessities as op-
portunity offers. Politically playing one off against
the other as occasion serves? Is that it? So that
Britain, in alliance with Turkey, may preserve her
Fmpire in the East; in trade with Russia challenge
American commercialism; in the revival of Ger-
many, strengthen her dominions in Europe; modify
French Imperialism in the West, by French cupidity,
and fear of the East; enable Anglo-Persian to smite
the Western Eagle; and the armament ring to grow
portly on its last crusade? While the American
Textile Trust forces the doors of the Orient; the
rivalries of corn and cattle and shipping grow keen-
er; steel spreads its tentacles over wider resources;
and oil more insistently pursues the power of corpor-
ate industry.

Everywhere there is the fusion of monopoly into
greater monopoly; the increasing application of
science to technical perfection; the elimination of
waste movement; the general consortium of rising

efficiency. Therefore shall production wait on the :

effective market; unemployment necessarily reach
greater magnitude; social misery sink to deeper de-
gradation and humanity plumb new depths of ex-
haustion. It is said that society can endure no low-
er levels of destitution. But the answer to that is
that society can—and must—endure the piled up
affronts of exploitation—if it does mot know the
cause of its misery. For without knowing the cause
how can it move to its rectification? ‘Without con-
scious perception of its slavery, how may it achieve
freedom? If the suffering proletariat does not un-
derstand social relation and class status and if the
social revolution must be the work of the proletariat,
then it would seem that that revolution cannot be
regarded as just at hand. Moreover, social under-
standing is primarily the fruit of social develop-
ment, i.e., the development of téchnique, and the in-
evitable reorganisation of social relation and ethie.
If, therefore, Capitalist development has not frueti-
fied social perception ; social confusion and labor dis-
unity need occasion no surprise. And party enthus-
jasm and impatience must abide the hour of its
awakening—and use the present to cushion the
shoek of discovery, if it be a shock.

On the other hand, the impetus to further capi-
talist development cannot be long deferred. Not
alone for reasons of social disturbance, but chiefly
~ for reasons of competitive necessity. For just as it
is the necessity of the proletariat to achieve its own
" freedom, it is also the necessity of Imperialism to
~substantiate Tts privilege. The particular route of this
expansion is important only to competing capitals
To them it is economie life or death. But to society
i1 makes no difference whether expansion is by way
of Imperialistic rivalry or Imperialist monopoly. The
result is the same—the reduction of its living stand-
ards: It would appear in the nature of things that
this expansion would be rapid. If so, the awaken-
ing of social understanding would be proportion-
ately quickened. This, then, implies social revolu-
tion at no distant date. But it also implies our in-
itial contradiction. For, if, taking social misunder-
standing as a basis, the revolution recedes into futur-
ity ; precisely the same basis, by allowing Imperial-
ist ambitions to propagate, hastens it on. Where is
the joint in the armor?

Clearly it lies in measuring society by the rule
of the individual. But society is not a collection of
individuals merely ; but a combination of heterogen-

cous forces, temporarily in association. The sum
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total of social psychology is not, therefor, a simple
addition of all its component psychologies. It is
on the contrary, the combination of associated for-
ces, constantly differing in purpose, under the im-
pulse and interactions of necessary development.
And the outcome of that development is not the
direct magnitude of common intent, but an unknown
symbol of contingently modified relation and accel-
erated concept.

Thus social concepts follow social growth, ac-
celerating motive and purpose in mutual modifica-
tion of origin and experience. The misconceptions
of society and the greed of its rulers seem to indi-
cate social collapse. But societies do not collapse
like a building, nor despair like indipiduals. They
may languish in class struggle, but the processes of
life are not negated. Nor are their accomplish-
ments wholly lost or forgotten. Rome was finally
overwhelmed in a recrudescence of barbarism, but
the institutions of Rome are interwoven in the life
of modern society. So with capital. Tts achieve-
ments, world-wide and interconnected, may. languish
in the restrictions of class need, but the full power
of their efficient functioning awaits but the con-
scious guidance of the new social artificer. If
capitalist greed compromises with capitalist privil-
ege, it will do so only in futherance of a greater
greed. In the working out of that compromise,
through the merciless rivalry of competition, capi-
tal will fetter society beyond the limits of social ex-
istence, and in the abyss of that delimitation society
will react to the new acceptancies of fact and go
on deliberately_to the qualification of other social
quantities.

In the actual state of world affairs, if the social
revolution is delayed, society will be faced with
sterner want and more drastic discipline. If it is
delayed through Capitalist compromise, this will not

save society from further sacrifice. Capitalist
society will continue to sink into dissolution, in.
either case. It is this fear of delay, and the visible
tightening of the Capitalist toils, which inspire much
of the interest in Soviet Russia. Aside from im-
patient enthusiasts, apparently ready for anything,
desperate or feasible, there is a seetion watching
Russia with wistful eye, hopeful that Soviet example
raay fire the world’s workers—less fortunately cir-
cumstanced—to bring on the revolution; while still
others, knowing the vanity of such hopes, see in
Russia merely a- possible city of refuge from the
gathering cares of proletarian existence. But natur-
al as such ideas may be, they are not the concepts
of revolution; nor are such hopes the means of its
harvesting. They but prove that only in the grip of
the rending antagonisms of Capital can society find
its single interest of purpose, from its single identity
of need. Society must be driven far-beyond the
stage of watchful waiting before a soeial change is
imminent. Nothing will ever turn up; wishes will
not materialize; revolution will never be real until
society, as a whole, feels, knows, realises, single-
heartedly and with the affinity of instinet, that-there
is no other way to freedom; and is ready, unflinch-
ingly, to face the solemn and stubborn necessity, be
the cost as it may.

However, backward and reactionary as the wide
world appears to be, there is yet hope of the revolu-
tion at hand; and blindly though the workers may
sway with the tumults of the hour, tomorrow they
may march to the drum beats of reality. For in the
savage struggle of bloated monopolies, or Imperialist
improvisations, the world market is, ultimately, a
visionary thing. In the freedom of the one, it can-
notsuffice ; in the entanglements of the other, it can-
not thrive. And thriving or not, and regulated or
not, in its wake, continually more menacing, eon-
tinually more irresistable, is the deepening need of
society and the awakening wisdom of perception.

On its human side, the reactions of society are

~

not only to be computed in the negative equations of
class obsessions. They may be confused, but not
thoughtless; misguided, but not inept. They may
be hampered by the sordidness of poverty, and foiled
by the cunning of power. But at the spreaded table
of daily experience, in the conquering of stubborn
difficulties, and in the triumph of indomitable re-
source they are acquiring a weight, an influence, a
power, which shall be invincible, toucked by the
morning fires of facts. The mechanical processes of
development may be measurable by the engineering
standards of profit, but the differential of ideation
is quite unknown. Undoubtedly the machine age
has quickened thought; probably the fettering of
human necessity may quicken it still more. And as
the insensate speed of profit production has made
the mind plastic to its laws and technique, so the en-
hanced versatility of percept will as readily render
it as sensitive and apperceptory to the greater psy-
chology of creative need.

Hence, although social knowledge is the van-
guard of social movement; the aptitude of percepi
is a determinant of time condition. Time-condition
is a constantly increasing magnitude. That is why
history never repeats itself—or as Marx has it ‘‘re-
peats itself only as a farce.”” Because this time con-
dition, this glowing stream of accumulating ex-
perience, is a constanly augmenting differential.
But the definite force of conditioned knowledge is
not to be confused with the varying quantity of
time-differential. They are not equivalents, but
complements; they are not interchangeable, but in-
teracting ; therefor, no substitute can symbolise their
activity. No idea can independently dominate the
mass; nor can the mass exclude theidea. Man and
environment is the totality of time; their actions,
reactions and interactions the summary of progress.
Consequently in the coming of the social revolution,
class consciousness of social status and relationship
is fundamental. It is the necessity of movement;
the re-agent of necessary progress. And be its ac-
quirement as it may, swift or slow, active or pas-
sive, it is the cssential requirement of the social
““will of power’’ and freedom. Thus the ‘‘Which”’
of speculation resolves itself into the fact of under-
standing; and the eventuation into the conditional
opportunity of time development. R

Why was it that in Russia the civil war did not
begin to rage with all its intensity until after No-
vember Tth, so that subsequently in the north, the
south, the east, the west, we had to wage civil war
for nearly five years without intermission? The
reason was that we had conquered power so easily.
It has often been said that we have overcome our
possessing classes. Politically speaking, Russia had
but just emerged from Tearist barbarism. The peas-
antry had no political experience; the petty bour-
geoisie had very little; thanks to the Dumas, the
middle bourgeoisie was somewhat better instructed
in political matters; the nobility had organized its
forces to some extent in the zemstvos. Thus the
great reserves of the counter-revolution—the rich
peasants; for certain groups, the miadle peasants
as well; the middyg bouyzeoisie; the intellectuals;
and the petty bourgeoisie as a whole—the reserves
were practically intact. As soon as the bourgeoisie
began to understand what it had lost through the
loss of political power, it endeavoured to mobilize
the potential reserves of the counter-revolution, and
naturally turned in the first instance to the nobility,
to the army officers of noble birth, ete. Thus it
came to pass that the long-drawn-out ecivil war was
the historical penalty for the ease with which we had
conquered power. L. TROTZKY

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND.

Martin Ophus $2; ‘‘Bill Jones’’ $1; Anonymous
(per Sid Earp) $2; Samuel Clements $1.50; St. John
Comrades (Per M. Goudie) $10; Isaac Benson $1;
Frank Cusack 50 cents; A. R. Snowball $1; C. J.
Kolden $2.

Above C. M. F. receipts from 30 Deer. to 11 Jjan-
uary, inedusive, total $21.




