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Capitalist Misrule in India

By H. N. Hyndman, in ‘‘Justice”’ Lmdm)

Popular Ignorance of -India.

Comparatively few Englishmen ever take the
trouble to understand the position which we hold
in India. Our people today take less interest in
this great subject than they did twenty, - thirty,
forty, fifty years ago. There is, nowadays, little
or no real publie opinion on the question. The
agitations of the past have died down, and the
almost ineoneeivable blundering and horror of our
‘fnisgovernment “havé been forgotten. It is high
time that our entire policy should be taken in
hénd in earnest. We should all of us comprehend
that not even the crimes of whiech Prussianized:

: " Germany has been guilty transcend in infamy the

eold eeonomie and social ruin which we ourselves
—for the poéple of Great Britain are responsible
,-—d.llbnulyhﬂm:pontheinhhimudthe

We dominate direetly or indirectly in India
. more than ome-fifth of the entire human race.
. There are no fewer than 315,000,000 of people
“under the British flag. That is to say nearly seven
" filnes the whole population of the United King-
dom, and more.than all Eurepe put together, out-
gide Russia. The Roman Empire, at the height
of its power, never had under its rule one-half the
number of this huge eolleetion of human. beings.
China is the only country which ever exceeded our
Indian Empire in popylation. Of ‘the 315,000,000
thus under our econtrol, 250.000,000 roughly are
directly ruled by men of our race; 65,000,000 are
in the semi-indépendent Indian States, over whom
we exercise a light supervision. There are many
. #aces within our borders and several religions, of
which the two most important are Brahmanism
and Mohammedanism. But within the last forty
years the conception of India as one great whole,
possessed™of a glorious civilized future, has grown
up among our fellow-subjeets from Bombay to
Burmah and from the Himalayas to Cape Co-
morin. Even the huge mass of pauperized ryots
who exist in the great peminsula, and form the
overwhelming majority of the people, are begin-
ning slowly to grasp the truth that the misery
they suffer from and see now prevailing all round
them can not endure for ever. -

Our Oarpet-Bagger Tyranny.
Themmonlymooolmpammdnm
sians in all Hindustan. Ofthno,ordiwily,'ls,-
000 are British troops. 200,000 RBEuropeans, all

 t0ld: to 315,000,000 Tndians! And these Buropeans

mﬁwmlitﬂeidmdnmmdistmtby
"ges, who rarely land in . India ‘before they are
twenty-one years of age, have,tobqinwith little
real’ knowledgé of Indian habits and

m:.mdnrelyorwer-etﬂehthem‘
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white man who purposes to'remain. No ruléx stays
there to help, to eriticise, or to educate his: sue-
cessor.. No white soldier founds a family. "No
white man who makes a fortune builds a Kome\
or buys an estate for his descendants. The very
planter, the very foreman of Awvorks, departs be-
fore he is sixty, leaving ho echild, no house, no
trace of himself behind. ‘No white man takes root
in India, and the number even of sojourners is
among these masses impereeptible.”” Yet these
waves of white earpet-baggers of an alien, and
even a hostile, race, who pass, pass, pass and dis-
appear, exercise a despotie authority over the
mass of Indians far in excess of the power at the
disposal of the Emperor Akber, the greatest mon-
areh who ever ruled the East. '

by eareful stndy of nm m and cus-
toms, do some good. & few of the old Bast India
Company's servants sueh as Sir William Sleeman,
Sir Henry Lawrence, Mr. A. 0. Hume, Sir William
Wedderburn, Mr. James Geddeés, Meadows Taylor,
Osbern, Evans Bell and others before and after
them, served the people of Indig well and knew
that our domination was but a transient incident
in the long, long history of India’s greatness. But
this is mot the ease now and never was the rule.
Yet, even if Anglo-Indian administrators were per-
fect paragons in their way, ngthing eould possibly
make up for the terpible economic drawbacks
which go hand in hand with our alien system. This
I have never ceased to poind out for more than
forty years. British India has become a very poor
country indeed under our mansgement, until to-
day it is the most terrible pauper warren that has
ever been seen on the planet. We drain out of
British India each year an samount equal to con-
siderably more than £30,000,000 without eom-
mercial return; or 50 per t. more than the
total land taxation of all our provinees This from
a country whose agricultural Jation is already
so poor that its annual pt does not ex-
ceed 15s. a head! No matter what benefits we
might confer in other .directions—and having
studied the subjeet carefullyfor nearly fifty years,
I ean detect extremely few—sthis drain of produce
from the povcrty-ctﬁkcn ryots is a erime of the
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In 1879, Lord Salisbury. Lord Iddesleigh, Lord
Cranbrook, Lord Mr. Edward Stan-
hope-nd&rlmldet v the truth of that
contention, and entered upon & poliey which econ-
templated the gradual stanching of this bleeding .
of Thdia, and introdueced into the House -
of Commons leading in that direction. These men
were all Conservatives exeept Sir Louis Malet, the
Permanent Under-Seeretary of State for India.
who was an extreme Radical. When owing to a

great politieal ehue the vhole plan was aban-
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doned and the old abuses were :granted another
long lease of life, Sir Louis Malet said to me in
despair: ‘‘Our only hope now of justice to India,
Mr. Hyndman, is a revolution in England.”” That
is, at the present time, my eonviction too. For,
;i}nce then, we have extracted from by far the
poyrest - population in the whole world the enor-
moux sum of £1,200.000,000 without commereial re-
turn, and we have actually borrowed of poverty-
stricken ‘India £150,000,000 to help to finance our
war against the Germanic Powers. Just . think
what that miesns.

W,mtonngm

Now eonsider Iﬂdma services to England dur-
ing the war, in retu:n for all the ruin we have
wrought; not enly eemmic ruin, though that is
the most fnghtful of tll (&ut min of her srt, her

_and ning. I

foreign despots and oppressors to demand justice
and freedom before I raised a finger, in their de-
fence. That at least. India contributed g million
of men to the armies of Great Britain ayd the
Commonwealths. How they fought we know: We
have just given representatives of the Indixn
forees a splendid weleome in London to acclaint’

their valor and steadfastness. :

India’s Reward.

The Sikhs, the inhabitants of Umritsur, Lahore,
and the Punjab generally. reconquered India for
us in 1857-58, when we had to face the National
Indian Rising, which we call the Mutiny. But for
their aid we should have been driven out of Hin-
dustan sixty-one years ago. They have served
finely, too, during the war. Splendid soldiers they
are. But the people generally are quite unarmed.
They ¢onld not get up an armed revolt if they
wished to do so. Yet these peaceful, innocent peo-
ple have been stirred up to general protest by pub-
lic meetings in their cities. What have we done?
We have hanged them right and left, we have sent
many into penal servitude without trial, we have
flogged others naked through the streets. Our own
atrocities stand almost on a level with the out-
rages committed by Germany in Belgium;, Franece
and Poland. Worst of all, we bombed unarmed
erowds from aeroplanes; and aeroplanes for puni-
tive serviee are being rapidly construeted through-
out India. Moreover, the law is being ‘‘strength-
c;nod” against public speech, freedom of the press
and free association. And for this infamy we Eng-
lishmen at home are responsible. It is all eom-
mitted in our name, and claimed to be carried out
on our behalf.

Montagu's lypoctw l-ldh.

Under sueh circumstanees it is not worth while
to eriticize at any length Mr. Montagu’s econ-
temptible measure, which has already been read
a second time 'in the House of Commom It reme-
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