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exhibits. If the visitor be filled 
with egotism or a fault-finding 
spirit, constantly complaining 
and picking flaws in what he 
secs lie will he no better for his 
attendance.

Some people seem to have a 
special ability for fault-finding. 
The best cattle shown they de
clare are no better than their 
own if they were in the same 
condition. They are stuffed 
with feed, loaded with fat, 
groomed aiul petted and spoiled 
etc., etc. Those who know 
the cattle at home doubtless 
could give evidence of their ab
solute inferiority, but the own
er is blind to their defects and 
open-eyed for all others.

If a horse shows splendid ac
tion, how often the statement is 
heard—“My horse could beat 
that if he were only trained.” 
In such case he ought to he 
trained and brought out. But it 
is not at all likely that any 
training could change the char
acter of an animal whose fine 
qualities only existed in the 
owner’s imagination.

What lessons will the exhibit
ors themselves carry home. 
Some there will he, who because 
they were not placed first in 
their class, will let the good 
work slip because of either 
disgust or discouragement. They 
will not he seen among the ex
hibitors next year. They are so 
far behind they are ready to 
give up the race. Such are to be 
pitied, not followed. Why not 
act the philosopher • and say 
what others can do I can at
tempt. 1 see my weakness and. 
will try again. Let the experi
ence stimulate rather than dis
courage. Some of the best m»n 
to-day were badly beaten in the 
beginning.

There is much to learn in the 
preparation of animals to show 
at their best. The secrets of the 
art are not discovered easily, 
but they can be mastered, and 
the young man is to be com
mended, in whom failure plants 
determination to do better next

Above all things do not blame 
the judges. They are usually 
painstaking, honorable men. 
They have a difficult task, espe
cially where the entries are 
large. They are not infallible. 
They may make mistakes. But 
it is far more likely that the ex
hibitor is mistaken in supposing 
his animal has not received jus
tice. Let the young exhibitor 
keep his eyes and ears open and 
thus seek to add to his store ol 
knowledge and he will return 
again to the battle and finally 
win. To every loyal man it is 
always a delight to see begin
ners, forging to the front. The 
more the better so long as skill 
and foresight arc being culti
vated. It will, however, not 
pay to breed stock merely for 
display. That should be only a 
means to an end. A few ani
mals are usually exhibited in 
order that a greater number 
may find a ready sale to out
side customers. For that reason 
those exhibited should he repre
sentative of the general herd. If 
both are good it will pay to pre
sent them before tfie public in 
the show yard.

What lessons have the fair 
managers gleaned during the 
season of 1907? If they will suf
fer a reminder we humbly sug
gest that they do not allow 
themselves to be drawn away 
from the real objects of these 
displays into catering merely 
for the amusement class. 
Amusements may occasionally 
he added, hut they can never oc
cupy the chief place in the con
duct of the show without de
moralization and decay setting

in. What is done in Toronto can 
not he successfully copied in 
smaller towns and cities. If it 
is attempted on a much lower 
scale it soon ceases to be at
tractive and tends to general

The real aim ought to be: 
First, increasing the general 
quality and the quantity of 
farm products; second, the dis
semination of knowledge lead
ing to this end; and third, the 
utilization of the exhibition to
wards a higher and better citi
zenship. Information, educa
tion and inspiration may all be 
imparted at these annual gath
erings, hut not without thought 
and vigorous effort on the part 
of the management.

*

£ Live Stock Judging at Toronto
Kditor The Ktinning World :

At the live stock exhibitions in 
most European countries as 
soon as the animals are judged, 
a card containing the decision of 
the judge is at once tacked up 
behind the animal's stall. The 
tabulated cards used for this 
purpose arc in principle the 
same as those used in Toronto 
in judging butter and cheese. All 
the different points of the ani
mal are taken into considera
tion by the judge and marked on 
the card.

By this method the stock 
breeder can see the weak points 
as well as the good of his ani
mal and can learn how to breed 
to improve his stock.

While in Toronto I spoke to 
several breeders and most of 
them saw the advantages of 
this plan of judging. A noted 
judge, though, expressed himself 
as not in favor of the method. 
He said: “We have all that in 
the eye and in the touch, also 
such a plan would take too 
much time.” To this we might 
reply that, if a judge has a sure 
eye and touch it should be an 
easy matter for him to mark 
down in figures the various 
points of excellence or other
wise of the animal he is judging. 
This latter argument regarding 
the time taken does not hold 
good. For, if a judge wishes to 
do justice to an animal he must 
in any case take time to consid
er all the points of the animal's 
make up.

Many judges won id probably 
oppose the new method for it 
would lay their judgments open 
to public criticism.

Ed. May.
Heidelberg, Ont.


