
PARISH AND HOME136
God can confer on a man is the 
possession of a good and pious wife, 
with whom he may live in peace 
and tranquillity ; to whom he may 
confide his whole possessions, even 
his life and welfare.”

Whittier, the American poet, 
sings jweetly of such a wife :
» Flowers spring to blossom where she 

walks
The careful ways of duly i 

Our hard, stiff lines of life with her 
Are flowing curves of beauty.

“ Our homes are cheerier for her sake, 
Our door-yards brighter blooming, 

And all about the social air 
Is sweeter for her coming.

“ Unspoken homilies of peace 
Her daily life is preaching ;

The still refreshment of the dew 
Is her unconscious teaching.

« And never tenderer hand than hers 
Unknits the brow of ailing ;

Her garments to the sick man’s ear 
Have music in their trailing "

—Home Words.

Like the atone in the lake the circle 
widens to the shore.

I once said to a railroad worker : 
« I want to ask you a question you 
have never probably been asked 

married man ? 
looked rather

A WORD ABOUT HOME AND 
MARRIAGE.
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I. First a word about Home. ___
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vise all young men to do the same.
I hope you will all be married in 
due time. But don’t forget what 
Ruskin says : “ A great many diffi­
culties arise from falling in love 
with the wrong person." Only be­
gin with “ looking up,” and you will 
go safely forward. A “ help meet 
is what you want ; and a help-meet 
is God’s gift. He that findeth such 
a wife in such a way " findeth a good 
thing.” But if a misUke is made 
you will have to repent at leisure.
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•• HE’S A BRICK.”

Is this heading slang ? Well, it 
is a very ancient form of slang. 
The meaning is given us by Plu­
tarch in his “Life of Agesilaus, 
King of Spaita.”

On a certain occasion an am­
bassador from Epirus, on a diplo­
matic mission, was shown by the 
king over his capital. The am­
bassador knew of the monarch's 
fame—knew that, though normally
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massive walls rearing aloft their 
embattled towers for the defence of 
the city, but found nothing of the 
kind. He marvelled much at this, 
and spoke of it to the king. “ Sire,” 
said he, “ 1 have visited most 
the principal towns, and I find no 
walls reared for defence. Why is 
this ? ” “Indeed, Sir Ambassa­
dor,” replied Agesilaus, “ thou canst 
not have looked carefully. Come 
with me to-morrow morning and I 
will show you the wall of Sparta.” 
Accordingly, on the following morn­
ing, the king led his guest out upon 
the plain, where his army was 
drawn up in full array, and, point­
ing proudly to the soldiers, he 
said : “ There thou beholdest the 
walls of Sparta—10,000 men, and 
every man a brick.”

one

two or three young men 
shedding manly and woman­

ly tears. I was surprised ; and it 
was presently explained to me that 
I had touched a very tender chord. 
It was a loving family, or they would 
not have been so sensitive ; but 
•• one was not,” and memory did 
the rest. The love of home should 
be the pole-star of the young man’s 
love.
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II. A word about Matrimony.
1 like “ a congregation of one 

—though matrimony implies a con- 
gregation of two—but still44 two in 
one.” If you speak really heart to 
heart to one, you must reach others,

Happy the 

words—“The utmost blessing that

man
the truth of Luther’s


