
w.inl 111 iidvuiici,' wi,I, H,o kitchen wiuip-
!M.>iit, liiioii Hi.d .'-...lyUiinK nocosH/iry for
thecuMMueiifo of Hiyut hihI liin party
Hiul Hiu oiiloitHiiiuieiit lit Ills tdhio of
tw.'iity or tW(!iity.tiv«( yiiestH.
On thooiKhfliof FtibruHiy tl.o uuestN

of ho Intondm.t, tifto.-n in nun.hor, in-
duthng MX IndiuN, dinod at lli«ot'N mUvn
with HH niuc'i luxury und order as tlioui/h
tliey were not .il.out I .. leave the place for
"lonthH. After the meal each Kentlenian
conducted the lady aNsi^ned to Iiiin. to
then- CHiiole, and in a few inoinentN the
joyous party, Bigot in the van, were
Hpeedmy throu-h St. Valier Street
towards the roa.l to Lorette. The horses
surfeited with oats, hounded eagerly
over the tirni snow, nianes stroaniiii.' in
he wind with tossing heads, their blood

lusty with the c.l.l air of a clear winter
day, through which their l.reath drifted
in wiaithsofiuist, while the foau, from
their bits froze as it fell.

Tiii! first stop was at P(.inte-Hux-
ireiubles where they pas,sed the night.
Cards whiled away the hours before din-
ner, and two hours were devoted to
the rl3past. The cabmen were paid, and
returned to Quebec, while orders were
issued to the captain of the cote to sup-
ply Ht seven next niorning the h.uws
required to continue the journey. Re-
freshments of tea, coffee and chocolate
were served at an early hour next day,
Hiul the drive was resumed. The church
ot La|)e .Nmte was passed and the "cote
'I lai;e descended, where relays were
had and tw(. hours devoted to breakfast,
or rather luncheon as the route was not
resumed until after midday.
At four in the afternoon the steaiuinc/

horses were drawn up at Ste. Anne de lafarade, the j)arty was billeted and the
evenuij,' again passed in eating and
«ivmn.g. Ihe next day found them has-
tening still forward. They changed
horses, but did not stop l.mg at Cap de
la Magdeleine, and drove through Three
Kivers shortly before noon, being saluted
by cannon. They halted at Yamachiche
for the night, and the next day. bein..
.Sunday, they atttmded Mass and did not
consequently set out until ten o'clock.
At Beaver Island, which they reached

about three o'clock in the afternoon,
Big..t, and hm coM.paiiioiH were agreeably
surprised by the arrival of the GovernoV
trom Montreal, welcome additions to the
card party that was already assembled
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Tlut following day Du.piesne hhhuiiio.I the
jM.st of honor in the lend, the otlieiH fob
lowing, and the route was resumed to
lointe-aux-Trembles, .,n the island of
>Ionireal, whore they halted for the
night, and played faro,
An incident, which might have been an

nccident, omirred during the j.nirney of
that day. The horses drawing Framiuot,
who WIS alone, took fright. The driver
dismounted to stop them, when he re-
ceived a kick in the face and the team
swent across the ice towards an openingm the river. With Fran.|uet, who found
his steeds entirely beyond control, it wax
a question of jumping out or drowning
HI the icy waters, and he chose the
tormer course.

Montreal was entered by the lieanlmr-
Hois gate next day, the l.'Jth, the journey
hHVing extended over about five days
According to Fram.uet, the cost of each
cariole between Montreal and (Juebec
was from 70 tu 75 livres, while the
vliaige for each horse was twenty sols
per league, or counting tifty-seven
leagues between the two towns the
charge for a horse vehicle amounted to
184 or 190 lures. Add to these charges
the cost of feeding the ptrty and its
mimeious retinue, and 7 livres 10 sols
per diem to the grand voyer or road sur-
veyor who i)receded the Intendant by
Home days to put the roads in proper
condition, and it will be seen that the
cost of "doing" the nip i„ regal style
was very considerable.
Furthermore, every league of the road

l)etween Montreal and Quebec was cov-
ered with a small army of habitants in
advance, who, lacking the mirth of fur-
clad exquisites and the encouragement of
bright eyes and fair faces near at hand
drove up and down, hour after hour, in
their sleighs, beating down the snow,
that the vice-regal party might urge for-
ward from stage to stage at a gallop,
without impediment. Whenever the
chiefs of the colony moved, the whole
country moved also. Exclude the court
brilliancy and the lavish expenditure,
deprive the roads of the special super-
vision of the grand voyer and the lalK)r8
of the habitant, and it is not difficult to
realize the hardships and actual danijers
vvJiich had to be faced by unofficial per-
sons whom necessity compelled to travel
on this route in inid-winter ; and neces-
sity aloue could hivve led to such a course.


