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hor of the Church of Christ? No— It wouhl he an uilor proln-

nation oflhings saiTcd, to allow Pnch n man the privilctfes of

ni<'inlujrshi|) among the followers of Jesim. Can he he on ex-

emplary member of civil society? No— his example «» fi"**'

contagiouB, and then ruinous to all wito f.dlow it. Can he he

living" in piepnrafion or readineps for the eternal world? N«)--

the law, with a terrible voice, thunders in his ears that dr^ndfiil

sentence. " Drunkards sholi not inherit the Kingdom of God;'

and to complete his misery, he i» cut otffrom prayer, the hst

resort of the guilty and perishing. No per?on, w ho ii.lends on-

ly to hold on in sin, can ever pray with sincerity fnr deliverance:

nor while he intends nothing but to hold on in sin, can a peti-

tion for pardon ever he heard. No person who places him.«elf

continually in the way of temptation, and continually ru.sho;i

wilfully into vice, as the drunkard does, can ever pray with »n)-

cerity <' lend me not into temptation; hut deliver me iVnmevd;"

and he who cannot pray, cannot he saved. Tho druriknul

holds out therefore, to his family and to the world, the deplora-

ble spectacle of a sinner hastening to perdition, with his eyoa

closed to the danger of the precipice on which he stand*, and

the terrors of the gulf, which opens beneath, neitlier ofleiing a

piuycr for mercy, nor making an eiTort to escape.

If intemperance he a vice thus odious, inveterate, and ruin-

ous in its tendency; if none while addicted to it, can possildy

enter the Kingdom of Heaven, surely many among us and

around us, have reason to look forward to death c ( eternity

with fenrfui anticipations. But so it is, that among nil the un-

numbered and hapless beings, who in this and every other civi-

lized country, become the victims of intemperaivc, few, very

few indeed, "will admit that they nr^ in the estimation of God,

drunkards, or exposed to the ruin to which this vice leads! Few

IH.indeed, eVen of those unhappy beings who have brought ihrm:-

^'selves \o poverty, to contempt, and to wretchedness by*4ntem-

perate drinking; and are now with swollen eyes, bloated coun-

t^H^nces, and trembling hands, reeling on the brink ofthe grave,

wilPallow, that they are the persons io whom our text adverts,

__ *i._* *K~.. oi-o in a stn*" nrovcl'iuinn from the Kinpdom Of j^ii

Heaven! Such is th« stupif)ing, the besotlmg mlluenco ol ..^
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