poard of directors did not have an opportinity 1
{ngorporate the G. T, R intb the general system,
they made conslderable progress in merging the
Cahadién Northern, the G. T. Pacitio, aid the
Initercotonial; doing away With a great deal of |
uplication of services. So ‘much” has been ac-|
hod i this way that hopes are well
the doing of a great desl more of it
With profit'and advantage to the national service |
; b ;_u:.n,‘hub,eenthoroughlyabm«;d;
{ ed into the general fabric.
_FOF the past three or four years Mr. Hanna |
‘board of directors have handled a very ||
a very difficult business with a measure |
‘sticcess that is gratifying to those who bélieve
at public ownership of transportdtion is the
of the future. The country, in welconing
v ' management, is not unaware of the sere
given by those who now retire from control,
the change of government at Ottawa it
oer M&n}tztknm.ﬂm there would be
) The new government was
to make & tomplete change. But Pre
ug took his time about it. The task of
& management was & difficuit
iff that opponents of the govern-
: unable to see where or how new men
oou ) ‘who would be sa isfactory to the
oountty. The opponents of the igovernment and
those opposed t4 the tistionalization of the rail-
Weys awaited, with lively expectation, the nam-
ibg of the new men. . s
This much is ‘certain, the uproar that had
een planned to burst forth when the new man-
| @gement was announced tizzled, sputtered and
dame to nothing.
Nobody had thought of the
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éfiough to imp public with his suitability
fof the post. ..Nor could they see any sizable
fallway man in Canads against’ whom it oould
flot be charged that he had “leanings” towards
one or other of the private rallway corporations,
.. Yet, if the government, deterred by these con-
i Hasmas e o :
‘the National Ra , Would ¢ man be brought
0m the United: States tofrula&o'vu' us? '!!l.e ‘
nents of thq_gov,m were certain that
Canadian people would neéver, never submit
t6 that, of course both the O, P. R. and the
G. T. R. had done this in the past, but it was |
felt+—or 1t was said—the countey would not stand
for that sort of thing now, not with a nation. |
owned service. So, as No#th ‘American railroad. |
Ing 1s a peculiar and highly specialized business,
it looked as it the Bovernment were in a tight
corner . ; ‘

The critics forgot Sir Henry Thornton. But
the governmen® didn't, Thornton was a sue-
cessful Ajerican railway man who was taken to
Emgland eight years ago to undertake big work |
there. He has made & Suocess of everything he
has touched, knows English railroading as well
4s American, {s a British stbject, and likes the
Job of taking charge of the Oanadian National
Rallways and welding them into & smooth-run-
ning and succeseful system. His appointment
rather upset the caleulations of the oritics. They
8t00d ready to aplit the skies With protests i¢ -y

: outsider” were appointed. But here 18 an
outsder of rank, and that particular traineq
2 which meant to do the shouting r.n“
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