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A word as %o the significance of the olause in the
Griminal Code whioh came down to us from the legislation ine
troduoed in the House by ¥Mr. Clarke Wallaoe in 1889. Gentle=
won opposite may be inelined to assert that moh oredit is due
to the party t0 which they belong from having baen the first to
enaot logislation to deal with trusts and coubines.s I am pre-
pared to oonoede hi\h praise to the late Mr. Clurke Wallaoce for
the earnest and diligent manner in whioh he helped to bring this
subject to the attention of parliament and the country, and in
particular for the avle manner in whioh he presided over a special
Committee appointed by the louse on hia roocommendation to enguire

into tho nature, oxtont and effect of certain alleged trade com=

binationa. This Committee appears to have done its work exexpedie
tiously and thq:-ow:hly. and no stronger oase sounld be made out for
tho desirability and advantage of investigation as a means of deal=
3 ing with combinations and truats or of the affeots of publioity
in helping to remove the avils inoident to these large organiations
than the work and report of this Committee. It might have boeen ex-
peotod that, na a result of this enquiry and all thas it rovealed of
the morits of investigation and publieity alike, the government of
the day would have seized the one obvious oonclusion of the whole
enquiry, and have brought in a moasure muking proviasien for the -
exeroise, as future conditions might require, of these powers of

pugdieg  and punliolty which had proved so effeotive in the anquiry

Just oconuluded. Instead of this, hovever, tho government sontented
e —— "“‘ We L. Mackernzie King Papers ; . " '
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