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Blue Rodeo ropes the Skydiggers

By Aran McKiterick

Well the Diggers were back but
this time they weren’t playing a sold
out show nor were they headlining
the venue . The Skydiggers were the
opening act for Wednesday night's
Mclnnis Room concert featuring
Blue Rodeo.

The Skydiggers played their usual
simple brand of country rock which
is quite carchy but has much to be
developed if the band hopes to at-
tract more than just a university fol-
lowing. Most of these songs con-

sisted of just one or two chords played
most energetically on acoustic gui-
tars. There were others which were
more intricate however, incorporat-
ing an electric lead and some great
singing from the rest of the band.
The groups singing was probably
their strongest instrument. Harmo-
nies produced by Andy Maize and
Peter Cash in songs such as “Not a
Penny More” and “I will Give You
Everything” provided that “sing
along” carchy melody which makes
the Skydiggers' songs attractive to
the listener. Producing a brand of
R.E-M-ish shiny happy music but

Four the Moment:

by Michael Sean Mommis

The vocalssoared above the heads
ofall assembled in the Rebecca Cohn
Auditorium Sundaynight. Four The
Moment played toa packed house on
the event of it’s tenth anniversary.
Delvina Bemard, one of its mem -
bers, promised that the show would
be a “family reunion”, and it was.

As an added plus, the show was
taped by the CBC and finally, after
an exhausting four-year wait, the
group will be producing anew album
from the results. The family will all
appear for posterity in fine digital
sound, applauding, cheering, and lov-
ing, Four The Moment.

Many special guests contributed
to the excitement, including George
Eliot Clarke, who has written some

songs for the group and two books of

highlyacclaimed poetry. Also, Lillian
Allen provided asample of Jamaica'’s
own“dub” poetry. David Woodsand
VOICES reminisced and sang about

the experiences of Black Nova

Scotian life. CBC radio personality
George Jordan and filmmaker Sylvia

Hamilton hosted the evening, their

jobs made considerably easier by a

script written by Charles Saunders.
The worst part about their presenta-
tionwasthat [ really REALLY wanted
to see Four The Moment. But I am
nothing if not patient.

Four The Moment played twosets.
In the first set they took the audience
back, through their repertoire, to the
daysof theirbeginning. Sweet Honey
in the Rock’s “Joanne Little”, the
group's first song, was among these,
as well as the haunting “Black
Mother, Black Daughter”. My only
regret for the evening was that I did
not bring along more Kleenex.

After a fifteen minute intermis-

sion in the hot and crowded lobby (

the crowd was clearly hot hot) the

audience returned to a second set
and was assailed with haunting im-
ages, messages and melodies, of the
Jove and the hate of life everywhere,

black and white, in these 1990s. The

songs may have been written from

their experience as Black women in
Nova Scotia, but a white man from

British Columbia certainly got the
point, and my face was wet more
than it was dry on that wonderful
Sunday night.

Kim Bernard dedicared one spe-
cial song topersons living with AIDS,
and their loved ones. Maybe I found
the song beautiful because the cause
is so close to my life, but I think I
would have found it beautiful any-
way.

Part of the beauty of Four The
Moment is the ability theygive their
audiences, to often appreciate for
the first time an issue which they
previously had no contact with.

The singing was shared, which
was a delight, because I would be
hard pressed to choose who has the
most beautiful voice. Delvina
Bernard did most of the singing in
the first act, but Kim Bemard was in
there also. Somewhere there is a
book called “How To Sing”, and it
contains four words: “Sing like Kim
Bernard”.

AndreaCurriealsotook some lead
vocals with confidence. [ was most
disappointed that Dal student Ann
Marie Woods didn't sing more. A
strong and striking stage presence, it
would have been nice to hear her
take that audience, which was al-
ready in the collective palm of the
group'shand, and deliver them higher
into musical heaven.

The group also brought former
members Debby Jones and Jackie
Barkley onstage. Though Jackie
didn’t sing, Debby did, and was re-
ceived most warmly by the crowd.
And we all got to see Jackie's new
iridescent blue dress, bought specially
for the occasion.

An interesting twist came near
the end of the night’s festivities. An
unexpected and therefore pleasant
surprise. Two of the group's songs
had musical accompaniment. [ hope
this means that thistnext album is
going to take aim at Canadian, and
world, airwaves next year. Their
message deserves to be heard.

Four The Moment is four very
special women. Whatever incarma-
tions they may take on, whatever
victory lies ahead for them, I know
they will be worthy.

with little stage presence, the
Skydiggers did a fair job of warming
up the audience for the main act!

“ ... the flailing
head of Gre
Keelor ...

Not unlike the Skydiggers, Blue
Rodeoalso produced asimilarstyle of
music. Using the popular country
rock style but with a bit more talent,

Blue Rodeo performed quite a good
show. Though this style has become
somewhat of a trend in the Canadian
music industry, Blue Rodeo a good
job of creating songs around it.
With Greg Keelor's raspy Elvis
Caostello sounding voice and the tal-
ented instrumental work of Cleave
Anderson, Jim Cuddy and Bazil
Donovan, Blue Rodeo produced quite
a tight and professional sound. Un-
like the Skydiggers however, Blue
Rodeo had energy. Whether it was
Jim Cuddy’s subtle movemenr across
the stage or the flailing head of Greg
Keelor as he produced wailing lead

work on his guitar the presence was
felt by everyone in the crowd. Arone
point the bandevenseemed to mildly
shock the audience as they went into
a two minute jam of alternative pro-
portions.

Overall the two bands provided
some quality entertainment but lam
afraid the price of the tickets (eight-
een bucks) just wasn't happening!
Well anyway, let’s hope that this was
just the first in a series of new and
interesting concerts planned for the
“uni” thisseason. Remember you can
never bear live music, so go see a
local act today!

Introducing

NOVA SCOTIA

Gearg Tintner Music Director & Residen

We Perform Wonders

1. Friday, October 2

Operatic Highlights of Verdi & Puccini
Canada Post U-Pick Series

Georg Tintner, Conductor

Mark Marriott, Tenor

Stephanie Bogle, Soprano

2. Saturday, October 10
American Songbook
| Canada Post U-Pick Series

The Student U-Pick Series
Choose 4 Concerts for $25.00

\ Cheap, Flexible, and Convenient Way for You to Experience Symphony
Nova Scotia. Choose 4 concerts from the selection of 15 listed below for
$25.00 (taxes included).

9. Wednesday, February. 3
Celebrity Series

Georg Tintner, Conductor
Stephane Lemelin, Piano ‘
Sponsored by Unitel Communications Inc. \

10. Saturday, February 20

Howard Cable. Conductor

Gene diNovi, Piano
Sponsored by Investors Group

3. Sunday, November 8
. Tolanthe - Gilbert & Sullivan Special
' Walter Kemp, Guest Conductor

4. Wednesday, November 18
Celebrity Series

Glen Fast, Guest Conductor

Lucille Yoonhi Chung, Piano
Spensored by Women for Music

- Act Now!

- This offer

- expires
October 12,
1992."

5. Sunday, November 22, 2 PM
Baroque Series

Cathedral Church of All Saints

David MacDonald, Gues! Condurtor

The Man with the Horn
Canada Post U-Pick Series
Gary Guthman, Trumpet

11. Sunday, February 28, 2PM |

Baroque Series ‘

Cathedral Church of All Saints

6. Wednesday, December 2

Celebrity Series

Georg Tintner, Conductor

Phillipe Djokie. Violin

Sponsored by The Citadel Inn Halifax

7. Friday, January 8
Canada Post U-Pick Series
Timothy Vernon, Guest Conductor
Kevin MacMillan, Baritone

8. Saturday, January 30, 8 PM All lg*rfnrmancos take place at
\ Little Bit of Country/A Little Bit of Rock  the Rebecca Cohn Auditorium
Canada Post U-Pick Series at 8:00 PM unless otherwise

Prince Andrew High Sehool, Dartmouth

Howard Cable, Conductor

Bill Bridges. Guitar

This series is sponsored by

421-7311

1646 Barrington Street, Suite 401

Georg Tintner. Conductor
George Maxmann, Violin
Christopher Wilkinson. Violin

12. Saturday, March 6

a la Boston Pops

Canada Post U-Pick Series

Harry Ellis Dickson, Conductor Laureale
of the Boston Pops

Paul Stewart, Piano

Sponsored by Rogers Cantel Ine.

13. Sunday, March 21
du Maurier Arts Lid. Mozart Series
Marco Parisotto, Guest Conductor

14. Sunday, April 4, 2 PM
Baroque Series

Cathedral Church of All Saints
George Maxmann. Gues! Conductor

15. Wednesday, April 21
Beethoven Festival

Georg Tintner, Conductor
Lorrand Fenyves, Violin

noted.

This series is available to full-time
students only, Valid Student 1D is required.
\o exchanges or refunds. Programmes
stbject to change.

KRAFT GENERAL FOODS

CANADA INC. ‘

You can subscribe to The Student U-Pick Series by phone. fax. mail or in person al
the SNS Box Office at 1646 Barrington Street. Suite 401, Call Michele, our Box (ffice
Manager at 421-7311 to subscribe or to find out more.
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