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Windows 
of the soul
by Alberta Schaap

present, also stares unsmilingly

S ROWING MARCH 5-9 at back.
Anna Leonowens Art Gal- Purposefully grouped together in
lery are the black and white a small space, these portraits be- 

photographs of NSCAD student come massive, domineering, and 
Patrick Hartnett. Taken with a 4x5 overwhelmingly claustrophobic, 
camera, these large portraits largely because the overt facial 
(16x20) are deceptively simple and moves with which we are so fa- 
exquisitely detailed.

All are frontal head and shoul- away, 
der shots, on a neutral grey back- Influenced by the documentary 
ground, closely cropped, and with work of the German photographer 
an apparently similar expression on Auguste Sander, Hartnett too aims 
each face. Hartnett has instructed to document, in a somewhat sci- 
all of his sitters to produce, in his entific and unadorned, 
words, “A blank expression”. Seen unmanipulative way, the human 
together, these larger than life por- content of his community, 
traits become acutely uncomfort- His subjects were chosen at ran- 
able to view. It is remarkably dis- dom amongst his acquaintances, 
concerting to stare long and in- family and friends. All were in­
tensely at the face of a stranger in structed and photographed in the 
this way, scrutinizing all details same uncomplicated way, yet the 
(every line, every pore visible), results are far from simple, 
whilst the stranger, though not Expanding on the naturally vo-

These new models offer 
you everything IIP 
calculators have In-come 
famous for - and more. 
They're faster, more- 
powerful and 
remarkably easy to use.

Come try them today.

yeunstic tendency of photography, 
these works grouped together 
confront us with the stark reality 
of the human gaze. Into that gaze 
may be read volumes, for each 
subject interprets the blank stare in 
their own way, and each viewer as 
well reinterprets what is presented.

Hartnett’s attempt to simplify 
the work of Sander by removing 
the occupational labels of his sit­
ters may indeed have had the op­
posite effect. Because there is no 
identifiable expression or catego­
rization of these people, no handle 
to understand them by, they be­
come more mystenous, and there­
fore more open to interpretation; 
even more subject to the social 
narrative we seem to need to cre­
ate about each other.
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kobetek systems limited
The Brewery, Malt Plant Mezzanine 

1496 Lower Water Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3J 1R9

425-1541
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D.S.U. NEEDS PEOPLE 
FOR 1991/92 COUNCIL

b t y y/ ,. »•IT
Jr

tfïi r.i.’■> V'. 41
The following positions ore now open for the 

1991/92 year: V!

Treasurer 
V.P. External 
V.P. Academic 
Communications Chair 
Community Affairs 
Member at Large 
B.O.G. Representative 
Director Dal Photo 
Editor Pharos Yearbook 
Chair of Student Council 
Student Advocacy Director 
Secretary
Looking Glass Editor 
Handbook Editor
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Applications can be picked up/dropped off:
Student Council Offices. 

Room 222 S.U.B.
For further information:

Contact the Dalhousie Student Union

March 13th
Mclnnis Room, Dal SUB

Tickets: $10.00
Enquiry Desk SUB

Still On Sale
494- 1106

Deadline for applications March 22/91 (Student I.D. Required)
Thursday, March 7La GazellePage 4


