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Liberalism lacks

by Michael Clow

Daniel Bell carried the gospel of
faith in 2ur technological future to
Dalhousie last Friday in the second
of this year’s Killam lectures. While
his faith that technology would
solve the major questions of the
past dates<back several decades,
the depth of thought it entails is
somewhat disturbing.

Bell's thinking about the future is
based on the belief that science-
based technological revolution will
end the problems of scarcity, and
while creating problems in the

transition, create a new age of
plenty. The problem with this
thinking, quite aside from the

argument that all problems do not
flow essentially from simple scar-
city (that is that economics is not
equivalent to life itself), is that.
contrary to Bell's assertions, tech-
nology is neither public property
nor can we expect an age of
unlimited affluence.

Firstly, technology does
develop out of thin air
predestined paths modern
technology is developed, owned
and controlled by institutions and
elites which create the type of
technology which serves their in-
terests. The result is that “tech-
nology”, whether it be devices or
ideas, is developed and applied in a
way that increases the wealth,
power and priviledge of the elites
and institutions in society. For
example, we develop a centralized
electrical energy technology which
strengthens large corporations and
utilities rather than alternative
technologies: professionalization
of health, education and welfare
gives the legal, medical and pro-
fessional elites an iicreasingly
privileged position in society. The
result is not the disappearance of
ideology but the promotion of
ideol agies that promote the inter-
ests of corporations and tech-
nological elites. Bell's recommen-
dations that we condone the
actions of multinational corpor-
ations, accept iiberal individualism
as the basis of society, and accept
the os-eations of vast pools of
unemrloyed surplus labour in the
name of technology is, clearly an
ideolcgical stance, not the end of
ideolc gy.

Secondly, the faith that tech-
nology can promise a utopian world

not
along

of affluence is -as- | on a misun-
derstanding of tech: olugly and the
environmental problem. His notion
that the world is not a closed
system because there is a certain
degree of ability to provide tech-

nological substitutions is silly;
technology is not magic, it is a
limited capacity to create new

things from the materials and
energy around us. His bald asser-
tions that it can solve all shortages
forever is an act of faith that would
make most religious zealots balk.
Contrary to his understanding tae
only ecological problem is not
simply a lack of resources or
pollution, but the apprupriation of
vast parts of the ecological network
by all our activities. We don’t need
to utterly destroy the biosphere to
bring disaster upon ourselves, all
we have to do is carry on as we are,
clearing forests, ‘‘reclaiming” wet-
lands and puiting substances into
the wrong place in the ecosystem to
make our land air and water
systems inhospitable to the species
upon which their stability depends.

Bell's view of the future devel-
oping as if by magic and sustained
by a deep faith in libevalism and the
power of technology lacks the
breadth and character of under-
standing to inspire facile &c-
ceptance amongst the thoughtful
uncommitted to it by self interest.
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The Dalhousie Gazette is receiving applications for
the position of advertising director.

Job commences May 1: full time for 10 weeks in the
summer; plus duties for the publishing year 1978-79.
Apply to the Dalhousie Gazette, 3rd floor SUB, call
424-2507. Application deadline April 3

Pepe’s . . . intimate, elegant and fully licensed. The
dining room offers the best in seafoods, prime rib
roasts, steaks, varied salads, a selection of dairy
dishes (homemade yogurt). A bakery on location
(breads, pies, flans, etc.) and the best blueberry grunt
you have ever tasted.

You can enjoy a delightful lunch, a light snack, a full

course dinner or a late craving.

LOWER LEVEL

CABBAGE TOWN

Jazz ... It doesn’t need any words. It speaks for itself.
All you need to be told about Jazz is where to find it.
Cabbagetown . . . A Jazz Cafe . .. is on the lower level
of Pepe’s Cafe and Grill . . . and that’s located at 5680
Spring Garden Road.

Just a few words about Cabbagetown: It’s got an easy
atmosphere. Casual. Natural . . . You know the music
belongs there. The staff is friendly and courteous.

Cabbagetown’s reason for being is good Jazz ... Jam
. sessions every Saturday from 1-5. No cover charge.

WARREN CHAISSON

SUPER TALENT

Tuesday, March 28
Mclnnes Rm ¢ 8:30 p.m.

FREE: Don’t Miss It!

COMPETITION®

1ST PRIZE — $100® « 2ND PRIZE — $50%

ADMISSION: FREE




