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UNB and Saint Thomas officials are pre-
dicting a tuition fee increase next fall fol-
lowing the release of the 1995-96 pro-
vincial budget this week.

ders of universities to keep tuition fees
down,” said Estabrooks.

It will be really interesting o <ee how
university officials justify a 2ntial
increase,” he said.

“Obviously, collective agreements
have expired and there are uncertain
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Tuition hike predicted

sents faculty members and librarians on
campus, hopes a projected increase in
student loans will not be used as an ex-
cuse to charge higher tuition fees.

“I am certainly not happy to hear of
any tuition fee increase,” he said.

Van Der Linde is also cautioning

provincial operating grant for NB
universities.

“But we have to be realistic in the
current fiscal climate and the New
Brunswick government has provided
more support for universities in recent
years than its counterparts in Nova

Provincial Finance Minister Alan  cost implications as a result,” Estabrooks  against blaming faculty memberswhoare  Scotia and Prince Edward Island,” he
Maher has vir- negotiatinganew  noted.
tually frozen collective agree- Meanwhile, William Milne of the
the £, i “While it’s still too early to predict just what will be me"‘la:h l:IJkNB- UNB ECO"‘:;*C; D!:Pm?emv = that
ment’s operat- X da 20 “I think you it was critical the New Brunswick gov-
ing grant to | @e€cided about tuition fees, it is reasonable to expect there willinddhacthe  esnosene pet ks fscal hovise in order.
New Bruns- will be some sort of increase.” - James O'Sullivan, UNB number of fac-  But he questions Finance Minister
wick universi- ulty members Alan Maher’s budget surplus prediction
ties next fiscal has decreased of $67.9 million.
year. noted. over the last couple of years and our “Maher has estimated $30 million in

Since the provincial government On the other side of the coin, wage increases have been modest,” he  revenues for highways that he expects
grant represents the bulk of university  Estabrooks notes that UNB has offered  said. will come from the federal government,”
revenues and operating expenses are  an early retirement package to profes- An early retirement package an- he emphasized.
forecast to rise, it translates into a tui-  sors that should save money. nounced last spring has contributed to “But that $30 million may not mate-
tion fee hike. “Another positive is the fact that UNB  the decrease and has allowed the uni- rialize.”

Just how large the increase willbeis  ran an operating surplus last year of just  versity to renew the faculty, he noted. “The Finance Minister has in-
still up in the air until further informa-  over $1.1 million cluded a 14
tion is provided by the provincial gov-  dollars,” he said. per cent in-
ernment. Estabrooks, crease in per-

UNB Vice-President Finance and Ad-  along with New “It looks like tuition will increase between 3.5 and 7 sonal taxes

ministration James O'Sullivan says it's a
guessing game at the moment until he
receives complete information from the
provincial government.

“While it's still too early to predict
just what will be decided about tuition
fees, it is reasonable to expect there will
be some sort of increase,” said
O’'Sullivan, who notes that tuition fees
are rising this year by nine or ten per-
cent in most areas of the country.

“It looks like tuition will increase be-
tween 3.5 and 7 percent,” said Saint
Thomas University President Daniel
O'Brien.

Tuition at Saint Thomas currently
stands at $2,047 yearly.

“Of course, the provincial operating
grant is not where we would like it to
be, but I appreciate the provincial gov-
ernment’s financial position,” O’Brien
said.

“It certainly could have been worse,”
he added.

Universities in Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island have recently suf-
fered provincial government operating
grant cuts, O’Brien noted.

O’Sullivan pointed out that four col-
lective agreements expire June 30, in-
cluding those representing professors
and librarians, maintenance and physi-
cal plant works, secretaries and clerks
on the Fredericton and Saint John cam-
puses.

UNB Student Union President Paul
Estabrooks is happy that universities
have been spared from government op-
erating grant cuts this year.

However, Estabrooks is concerned
about tuition fee increases, noting that
the recently released Maritime Provinces
Higher Education Commission Report
suggests a seven per cent tuition hike is
a definite possibility.

“The provincial government's virtual
freeze on operating grants shifts the
burden of responsibility onto the shoul-

Brunswick Stu-
dent Alliance

per cent." - Daniel O'Brien, STU

that is really

doubtful,”
Chair  Kelly Milne said.
Lamrock, is a lit- Milne
tle puzzled and is seeking more details Van Der Linde expects negotiations  sounds an ominous warning for the

about a projected 32 per cent increase
in the provincial student aid budget over
last year.

"Whether the banks are getting an
increased risk premium or there’s an in-
crease in bursary amounts or govern-
ment expects more students will need
assistance next fall, I don't know at the
moment,” Estabrooks said.

“Maybe there is something being
planned that we are not yet aware of”
he speculated.

Professor Jack Van Der Linde, Presi-
dent of the Association of University of
New Brunswick Teachers, which repre-

on a new collective agreement to begin
soon and says the faculty association in-
tends to be realistic in its demands.

“We do not envisage a large increase
in wages,” he said.

Van Der Linde is also concerned
about the amount of money spent on
various fixed assets around the univer-
sity.

He cited the Aitken University Cen-
tre, which is believed to be running an
annual operating deficit, as prime
among his concerns.

Overall, Van Der Linde would have
preferred to see an increase in the

future of post-secondary education
should the federal government slash
transfer payments beginning in 1996-
97.

The move could devastate universi-
ties, resulting in lower enrolments, a
potential doubling of tuition and in-
creased class sizes.

“It all amounts to a quality of educa-
tion issue,” Milne said.

“The federal cuts will lead to major
changes at universities and so far the
provincial government has done noth-
ing to prepare us for what may be
ahead,” he concluded.

Last Saturday, 60 students jumped willingly into the St. John River.
jumped, about 55 people, as well as the president from Tibbits, and the presidents from
Jones, Dunn, and LBR,” said Tony Kotsos, the president of Bridges. This was the seventh
annual polar dip, which ended with a few beer and a relaxing time in the whirlpool at the
Beaverbrook for all the cougg:ous dippers.
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