
CANADIAN COURIER

A san outome of the recent Imperial DefenceConference, it is understood that Canada
has uridertaken to provide a fleet of war-
ships to, aid in the defence of hier own sea-

board and merchant marine. According to the plan
outlined in press despatches, British cruisers,
manned by seamen from the regular navy are to be
loaned by the Admiralty to formn the nucleus of
the proposed fleet. Canada is then to build, equip
and man ber own ships. With the establisbment
of new shipbuilding yards, or the elaboration of
these already in existence, the mechanical part of
the creation of the new flotilla will not be s0 very
difficult of accomplishment; the big problem will
be to man the ships with an efficient personnel.
Despite the fact that so large a proportion of the
population of the Maritime Provinces of the Dom-
inion gains a livelihood froin the sea, nothing bas
been done by either the Federal or the Imperial
authorities to take advantage of the sailorly qual-
ities so acquired and adapt themn to purposes of
naval def.nce. Furthermore, it is stated, and to
the accompaniment of strong argument, that very
few of this fishing population are now likely to
willingly submit themselves to a course of naval
instruction. The fisherman of tbe Maritime Prov-
inces is essentially a lover of home. Recent years
have brought to hima a great measure of prosperity.
His snrroundings are pleasant, attractive and comn-
fortable in the extreme. His work is of such a
nature that hie is neyer away from home more than
about ten or twelve bours at a time and it pays
him better than any other ordinary occupation could
possibly be expected to do. The British fleet bas
nothing to offer these men to offset the attractions
of home life in the prosperous fisbing sections of
tb? Maritime Provinces. Also the Canadian fisher-
man bas acquired a very considerable bump of
independence with long-continued prospemity and
baving known practically no master but bimself in
alI bis expemience w'ill be a somewhat difficult sub-
ject for an officer to train in the ways of discipline
on board a man-o'-war. Also the establishment of
a naval reserve in Halifax or one of the other At-
lantic ports is more likely to, benefit the United
States fleet than that of Great Britain, for hif e on
board the sbip flying the Stars andl Stripes'is far
more enj oyable, is better paid withal, than that led
by the jackies who serve under the Union jack.

The key to this difficult problem is to beý found
in the fisbinig population of Newfoundland. Men
and conditions there form a direct contrast to those
existing in'the Maritime Provinces of Canada. Tbe
bomne tics of the Newfoundlander. are far less bind-
ing than tbose of bis Canadian neigbbour. His
avocation takes bimn genemally about a thousand
miles, away from home in the spring and hie spends
the whole of 'the season on the rougb, unattractive
coast of Labrador. About the middle or end of
November be retuirns home and from then until
about the beginning of May lie spends bis timie in
enforced idfleniess, His wor-k is not at aIl remutn-

emtv.His master provides him withi a fishing
outfit and with the bare necessaries of life during
tbe season. He bias to provide his own clothing
and also to mnake provision for the famnily hie leaves
at home. At tbe end of the season he receives a
wage that mnay, if the voyage has been a profitable
one, amounrt to $15o. Ilis life during the winter
months is dulI and irksomne and especîally palls on
the younger folk. 0f amusements there are prac-
tically none anid even if this were net the case lie
could ill-afford to be extravagant with sucli a smal
capital on hand. Of recent years it has becoine
the custom, for the younger men and women to

Yspend the winter months in Canada or the United
States where they secure eniploymnent that enables

themn to pay living expenses and also to Save u.p a
littie money to take home with them in the spring.

It was not t.ill xçgoo that the Admiralty gave any
sigus cf having recognised the pre-eniinent import-
ance of the fisherfolk of Newfoundland to the Im-
perial navy. Then, at the very urgent and per-
sistent request of Sir H. H. Murray, at that time
Govemnor of the Island, they established the nucleus
of a naval reserve. 11ow grudgingly they' adopted
bis suggestion may 'be gathered frorm the fact that
they stipulated that the enrolment sbould not exceed
700 men and that they sent over an antiquated gtin-
boat to provide the necessary training quarters for
tbe recruits. Think cf the' farsightedness of the
pohicy of providing for the training cf less than one
tbousand capable seanmen when they culd have hail
more tharn twenty times that ,numnber;. And prac-
tically every mani woil.d have beeni available for
service in the British navy at any tirne within five

years, for there was very littie possibility of their
(lrifting to any other fleet.

The popularity of the movement soon became
very apparent. The best material offered itself, and
the limit of enrolment was soon reacbed. Finan-
cially the inducements offcred were very small but
there were other things that counitedl for much
with the young fisherman. The retaining fee of
tbirty dollars was flot the convincing attraction,
but be was glad to spend a montb on the training
ship in St. John's, where life was much more pleas-
ant than at some isolated littie village where there
was little to relieve 'the tedious montbs of idleness.
The opportunity of training for the service of the
Empire also appealed to the loyalty of the people,
for, despite all statements to the contrary, loyalty
is onie of the deepseated and inalienable sentiments
that mouild the character of the Newfoundlander.
The annual month of training was always arranged
so that each detachment could return home before
the opening of the fishing season. During 'the
period of trainilg the men are provided with food
and clothing and receive in addition sixty cents
per day. Eacb man enrolîs for a tull period of five
years, and at the end of that time, if physically fit,
may be re-enrolled for an equal period, if they
so desire.

Life on board the training ship is in ail respects

THE SCIENTISTE-COSMOPOLITAN as Winnipeg is every day
in the week-for one week lately even the
cosmopolitan Winnipegger ha., been stop-
ping on the Street to notice the unusual-

looking men that came in from the east and pitched
camp in the city. The British Association for the
Advancement of Science has managed to corraîl
most of the modern world's thought in the fields of
investigation. But this is the first time science in
bulk has travelled so far west in Canada. Both
Montreal, in 1884, and Toronto, in 1897, have had
the Association, In both these places the visitation
was considered remarkable, though each is a uni-
versity city and each has been the abode of one or
more distinguished scientists, sucb as Sir William
Dawson and Sir Daniel Wilson.

Forenoon of a brîgbt, hot day 'two citizens of
Winnipeg meet on Main St. in the swinging
sound ing crowd that palpitates hetween the C.P.R.
station and Portage Avenue.

"Weil-fine momning again.?
"Splendid!1 Neyer saw better wbeat weather.

Did you P"
"Neyer. A week or so of this and -
Then a car went, by and another man swung

along shouting that the West this year will pro-
duce a bundred. and twenty million bushels of
wbeat.

"WNell what's your calculation ?"
"Mm"iiý-wbiffing, a cigar-"-ýHundred and four-

teen.
"HolI Say-Il go you a box of cigars itl

be a hundred and nineteen."
"Ill take you." Bet is recorded in mnemo books;

mere item of business.
"Hullo. What's this outfit comling ?"
Býothi turn to gaze hard at a group of rather

Ieistirely, high-browed and somnewhat bespectacled
meni who drift up among the randomn, wheat-cal-
culating crowd towards the Waler Theatre.

"Guess tjiat's, a bunch of the scientists. British
Association-" rather scrumbles the test, but
knows very well what he means, for bhe has been
talking for a month about ihis great gathering, the
first in hisitory, with more than a thousand scholars
from over scas and from the cast, filling the Royal
Alexander and the Walker Theatre and putting a
touch of subdued scolasticismi on the jostling hur-
ly-burly of Main Street.

For a moment the wheat men discuss the new-
corners.

"Pretty wise aggrega'tion that, I guess."1
"Hîn! Know a little of everything 1 daresay.

Oh say, d'you see that short, stout sailor-looking
mari mooching along there? Well, that's Sir Wil-
liamn White. He's the mari that gave the spiel on
Canadian waterwavs and shipping-"

"O e;man that designied the modern British
nay o d head. That's the kind of scieptist

that makes a hit with me."SAnd they drift on again. The city of wheat

CREWS FOR CANADA'S NAVY
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sîmîlar to that on one of 'the regular ships of the
navy. The men are, of course, practically convers-
ant with aIl except tbe finer points of seamanship.
Many of them are also very good shots, for the
fisherman bas ample opportunity to use the gun
eitber on the wîld seafowl or on the pamtridge and
deer that abound on the Newfotîndland moors. The
recruits, therefore, prove especially responsive to
training. They are thorougbly drilled in the mani-
agement of the 'big guns and in the proper employ-
ment of small arms. The course of tmaining resuits
in a wonderful improvement of tbe physique of the
young fisherman and a squad of reservists on parade,
acting at some of tbe public funictions always re-
ceive generous applause for their splendid appear-
ance from the citizens of St. John's.

Every faîl a detachment of about lifty reservists
is sent to the West Indies on a six montbs' cruise
in one of the British cruisers which, does fishery
protection duty on the Newfoundland coast during
the summer. This is a trip that few meservists care
to miss. To many of ýthem it is the fimst time they
ever left the shores of their island home. Hence
there is something especially alluming to tbem in
the idea of looking on foreign parts from the deck
of a British man-o'-wam. Their association with
the regular bluejacket during a cruise of this length
makes the mesemvists most capable in ahl the duties
that faîl to the lot of the sailor on board one of the
big modemn warships. Their capabilities are the
subject of mucb praise b>' aIl the Englisb officers
who have handled them. They prove willing and
persistent in the performance of all tbe tasks as-
signed b>' their superiors.

AT WINNIPEG
shuffles the men on the board and before noon a
hundred theories and counter theories about the
wheat and the weathem have been swapped, wliile
in the quiet of the Walker Theatre the affairs
of ultimate science are being discussed fmomn the
geology of Western Canada to the Osmotic Pres-
sure in the blood of fishes

For once the newspapers of Winnipeg devoted
front-page stomies to research. Wbat the scien-
tists think about certain things--yea, about almnost
anything-has been considered as of more pass-
ing importance than what's what about wheat or
how much So-and-So cleaned up on speculation
yes terday. This is a good thing. It was a fine
tbing and somewhat of a curiosity yearl ago wlien
Prof. Tyndall made New York dream dreams
about the forms of water; and while the formns of
water do not supremel>' interest Winnipeg except
when too much main and bail bappens to corne on
the wbeat, it is quite certain that the most ces-
mopolitan city in Canada will manage to get more
lasting good ont of tbis meeting of the scientists
than even Montreal -or Toronto did, Winnipeg
mnay not be a universit>' town. But Winnipeg lias
an open mind. The average Winnipegger bas room
in bis cmanium for a large number of ideas. H-e
thinks quickly and mioves rapidly. He is not stodgy
nom subdued. Hlow can hie be witb four months
of evemy year a wild-goose chase of late, wet and
early frost, of bail and of rust-and one buge
delightful gamble concerning wheat?

Indeed, if the Psycbologcal Sýection 'of the
Britishi Association should decide to place the brain
o f a real lîve Winnipegger under the microscope
they might discover some cellular properties neyer
dreamed of by Huxley or Hembert Spencer. Tt is
a good thing for the Association to bave met in
Winnipeg. Wbere in the world or the Empire
could this body of savants have found a city of
more humian interest? Where else are the pmoh..
lems of Empire more in the mixiug? What city
is so likel>' to keep tbe average scientist guessing
as to whiat wiIl happen next? Besides miany o
them have been living in what Kipling called the
finest hotel in the world. They have seen the rail-
way yards with more than three liundred miles cf
track2ge; more sorts and conditions cf people in
the C.P.R. station than ia any other part of the
Empire except London; more optimnism to the
block than can be found anywherec eilse in the
Empire to the acre ; and as demnocratically ces-
mopolitan a vamiet>' of ideas and opinions as can
be fou-nd anywliere.

.But the most occuit scientist in the Anthropo..
logical Section mnay search Winhipeg fmom end te
end if hie will," and not discover a siingle reoring
redskin sucli as he expected to see; such as hie
lias read about; may net bhlold even one haîf-
breed unless lie should chance to be strolling up
around the Hudson Ba>' Co. reserve; mna> not even
see ten cowboy bats.


