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luat "and lis teeth clicked together sharply in the
stilîness. Without hesitation lie slipped into the
water and swam, eci-like eut te tlie dark mouad.

Tlhe big muskrat, having finislied lis nocturnal
meal, lad dropped down on ail fours and was saif-
fing.about ameng the miatted rushes for any little
morsels that lie miglit have dropped, when some-
thing, perliapa the faint sound of rippling water,
perliaps a mere subconscious sense of danger,
warned lin of the approaching doom. Whatever
it was, lie lialf-turned te glide inte the water. But
lie was tee late. The mink, clambering up onto the
mo.undi darted upon him witli the malignant swift-
ness of a lightniag stroke. In lis haste, however,
the little savage missed securing his fatal thrent-
hld. Instead, lis teeth met in the loose skia and
solid muscles on the aide and at the base of the
muskrat's neck. TIhe impetuosity of bis attack
rolled the leavier animal over on lis back, where
lihe lay kickiag lielplessly, at a hopeless disadvantnge.

'Another instant and the mink would have shifted
bis bold te the -soft tlroat of lis victim and drunk
d'eep of luis Iife's blood. But such a consummation
was net te be. The fate tînt shapes the destinies
cf the wild kiadreda is a whimsical fate, and now
it intervened te save the muskrnt's life and at the
sane time abruptly terminate the bloody career of
the mink at tlie very'moment of lis triumph.

Above thern a swift, unlieralded sbadow suddenly
appeared, sliutting off the liglit of the moon; two
round, yellew eyes glared down upon thein with a
savage intensity. T1he .big, horned owl, winnowing
back toward the lake, had noted the muskrat on
the top of the mouad and lad seen the mink as he
slipped up and attacked lis quarry. Witl a quick
flirt- of lis great wings lie swept down- upon the
struggling, little animais, and for the breathless,
fraction of a second, hung poised above them.

Well the mink knew the menning of that sudden,
omineus shad.e. Hie fierce, littie lieart turned te
water and he flattened out against the body of the
m~uskrat, striving to efface himself. But lie was
doomed. Th e big owl wanted a meal; of sinaîl con-
cern was it te, him wlietlier of mink or rmiskrat;
and the miak heing uppermoat was the, chosen vic-
tim. There was a sudden pounce, a alirill, agoaized
squeak, a leavy beating, of seft-feathered.wings,
and then the great marauder of the niglit went
flapping inoiselessly off acroas the misty lake with
the snaky body of the mink trailing limply from
his talons.

Alone on the top of the mound, the muskrat
crouched for a moment, trembling, dazed by the
suddenness of lis deliverance. Then, as lie realized
that lis enemy was gone and that he was free, lie
slipped quickly inte thc water and divcd bclow its
(lark surface te the hidden entrance te lis tunnel.

Once more the lake lay qudiet under the fading
moon. Thc air wns grown faintly chili with the
near apprendh of dnawn; the hum of insect life
lad long since ceased and the werld lay white and
ernpty. unutterably lonely, unuttcrably stili. Acresa
the silvcrcd spaces. wild and weird, and tlirilling
with the myatcry of the niglit, came the fnr-away,
mocking laughter cf the loon.

Native-]Born in U. S. NavyACORRESPOND)ENT writcs ta the editor of
thc COURIER te ask if the enlistrnent in thc
United States Navy is confined te native-

bora Americans, and gives as lis impression that
this is not the case. The following answer lins been
forwarded to hum:

In~ an article in the ICANADIAN COURIER Of lb.
8th, 1913, entitled, "A Navy Sander Nailed,1 Mr.
Waldron Fawcett, cur New York correspondent,
admits that there was a time when
"1thp Afflisted etrenizth of the UnIted States Navy

born lads who were allowed to eniat, aearly D0Û
came from England and Ireland, and aimost as many
,more fromn Germany."

We interpret this to .mean about 1,400 of the
17,743 enlisted during 1912 were foreign-born. The
New York World Ahlmanac for 1913 gives the fol-
lowing synopsis of the regulations for United States
Naval Enlistment:

"The terin of enliatmeat in the Navy la four years.
except for boys under eighteen, who enlist for
minority, with the consent of parents or guardian.
Oniy American citizens of good cliaracter 'wbo may
reasonabiy 'be expected to remain la the service are
enlisted, and every applicaat must pus the required
physicaI examination, be able to read and write
Engish and take the oath of allegiaace. No boy
under seventeen caa be enlisted except by apecial
permission froin the Department."

Toronto's Municipal Survey
Y analmost unanimous vote the Toronto CityBCouncil, on -Sept. 29th, decided to accept the

offer of a Citizens' Committee to defray the ex-
penses of a "Civic Survey" to be made by the
experts of the New York Bureau of Municipal Re-
search. .This survey will 'be the first of its kind
to be made in ýCanada, aithougli nearly thirty
United States cities have already indulged in the
luxury.

A "civic survey" is merely an attempt to substi-
tute knowledge for indignation in the inds of
critics of any municipality. It is a written docu-
ment prepared by a number of accountants and
municipal experts after a detailed examination of
the departments of the particular municipality
which is to be surveyed or examined. When the
document is ready it is printed "and circulated
among the members of theý City Council, the senior
and junior officers of the civic departments, the
aewspapers, and the various associations which are
concerned with municipal reforms, civic develop-
ment and the interests of the ratepayers.

The citizens' committee in Toronto, which has
undertaken to provide the city with a survey, con-
sists of about one hundred individuals and firms,
each of whom lias contributed from $25 to $200
towards the expense of the proposed detailed ex-
amination. The total cost of the survey wili be in
the neiglibourliood. of seven thousand dollars. It
will require two months to make the examination,
one month te write the report, and one month to

V rnt, bind and distribute the volume. Therefore,
oronto's Civic Survey wil! be given to the public

about February first.
A Municipal Survey, as the term is used in Am-

erica, is intended to fulfil two purposes. It informas
the heads of departments and other officiaIs'how
their work compares in efficiency with that done in
other cihies. In this respect it is much like the list
of batting averages in the world of basebaîl and the/
bowling and batting records in the world of cricket.
Secondly, it înforms the citizens of the inner work-
ings of the municipal system, increases their interest
,and giîves thein a guarantee of its efficiency. Either
of these purposes would be sufficient to justify a
survey ini any city ia the Dominion of Canada.

PUBLICOPNION~

and a minister of the Gospel is entireiy witbia bis
rlgbt la preacbing on temperance on the Sabbath
Day, whea we consider -tbat the traif le la lntoxlcatiag
drink la the greatest enemy with wbich the churcb
bas to contend.

When Chirist was asked which was the first aad
great commandment, Hle sald, "Thou shait love the
Lord wIth ail tby beart and with ail tby soul, witb
ail thy mind and wlth ail thy strength, and the
second is Ilke unto It, tbou shaît love tby neigbbour
as tbyself." 1 liold that It la the duty of every man
wbere lie oses a wrong te do what ie, van to rlght,
that wrong, la the pulpit or out of It, on the Sabbatb
Day or any otber day, and any man who ls doiag
aaything to take es atumbling block of latemper-
ance out of lus brotber's way la loving bis neighbour
as himself. Our preýacluers should take the leadlng
part la social reforma, and it la not secuiarizingSun-
day to preaeb. on these questions on ýthat day.

Yours truly,
ONTARIO SUBSCRIBER.

October 6th.

Religion in Schools
Editor Canadn Courier:

Dear Slrs,-As a rule your editorials are cbarac-
texized, by accuracy as to facts and lberality of
view la deallng wltb matters of current interest.
Ia your last Issue, hewever, you lay yourselves open
to a charge o! very gross inaccuracy ln your editorial
eatitled "Religion la Sohoola."

Trhe Anglican Church la Canada la not seeking the
same prîileges as the Roman Catholie Cburcb
enjoys, nor, unlesa -the proceedîngs of the last Pro-
vincial Synod were ve-ry badly reported, could anyone
get such an Idea from wliat transpired there. AIl
that thie Anglican Churcli Insista upon la that this
la a Cbristian country and that there should be Ia
the secular achools of the country soins deflaite re-
liglous teachiag. These are premisea with whlch
only a amaîl minorlty o! the population wlll quarrel.
To secure the end dealred it la proposed that repre-
seatatives ef the Anglican Church abould confer with
representatives o! other Christian bodies with a view
of reachlng an agreemeiit on a course of religious
instruction which wouid be aatisfactory to ail the
conferees. Representaitions would then be made te
the Departmeat o! Education to secure tthe teacliing
of thia course or ratber -the use of It la the schiools
o! Ontario..

Thiis la a very different matter fromt the one wlth
which you dealt la your edîtorial.

Yours truly,
GEORGE A. STILES.'

Cornwall, Oct. 6th.

A Remarkable Motor-Boat Ditch
Trenton, Sept. 10, 1913.

Editor Canadian Courier:
Slri,In your issue of Sept. 6tb you. refer te, th e

Trent Valley Canal as a motor fboat dltch. 'If 7ou

are rlght, then Trenton can lam to be theterminus
of tbe moat wonderful dltch la tbe world. Its draugbt
la equal la deptb to that of the original Erie canal,
botli started about the anme turne. The latter lias
but recently been deepened, but bas been a great
factor la the regulation cf railway freiglit rates. I
agree witli you tbat tbe Trent Valley canal, te f111 its
proper unction as a national waterway, should have
a greater depth on the ailla than eight feet, the depth
canais were dug at tbe time of Its laception. But
what (4overnment dare Propose making tbia a truiy
national bighway? Neverthelea this «'dltch" can
handle 800 ton veasels, and there are !ew motor
boats of that tonnage. But if IV answered no better
purpose, why net a motor boat waterway as well as
a motor car hlghway?

Were there not a boat or barge usiag the Trent
Valley canal, or as it la more correctiy termed, the
Trent Valley waterways, the money tbe Qovernmeat
bas spent upon this prejeet bas well been wortb
whlle. Besides, scores of private-owned hydro-elec-
trie. n1antft fnd ilnrn.q ilu¶vii Minn, ý7f


