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Music and the Old Year
Viggo Kihi, PianistVIGGO KIHL lo a Dane, who has

iived fourteen yeare in London
and le now teaching piano in

the Toronto Conservatory of Music,
where hie gave hie fIrst publie recital
recently. 1 heard only the Chopin
and Liszt numbers, though hie gave
also a Prelude and Fugue of Bach,
Variations of Beethoven, and three
pieces by Mozart, Schubert and Men-
delssohn. His four things of Chopini
were the Sonato in B flat minor, con-
talning the celebrated Funeral March.
the Ballade ln G minor, Nocturne, F
Sharp major and the well-known
Polonaise In A fiat major.

To bie a Dane le fnot primarily to be
an Interpreter o! Chopin. Mr. Kihi
le a man of stout, solid build, blonde
of hair, ruddy of cheek and bine Iii
the eye, a typically unemotionai
dweller by the Baltic ou the Nort)n
Sea,' to, Judge by ies merely phyeical
appearauce. Yet In hie Chopin lie
demonetrated that hie knows how to
pull out the big climaxes, how to get
the pariing melodies and the rippling
nuel and a good many of the dei!-
catessen of which Chopin wae sueh
a master. Hie playing of the Sonata
was a broad, serious, constîtutional
plece of work, devoid of trille and
furbelows; a plain, honeet and cap-
able rendering of a vIg plece. He
did flot twiddle and dawdle wlth the
Funeral March, as some do.

In the Ballade hie demonetrated a
sure capaclty for climaxes. But in
the cantabile passages ies toue
seemed at Urnes to, lacK sustaiuling
quallty. It eeldom floacea In a llquid
waY. It was otten short and blunt.
For 'Chopin le a tremendous test of
a pianist's abllty. He demande the'
hammer of Thor and the carese of a
butterfiy's wIng-notably ln the Pol-
onaise, when on the tnunderous cli-
maxes KIhl's front wlsp of bair flag-
ged over ies eyes and hie almost stood
upon the pedale. But here, again, lie
seemed to, faîl In the poetlc passages.

It le lu the more ethereal delicacies
Of tonal subtlety and in the broad as-
PedYs of rhythm that Mr. Kihl lias
Wliatever shortcominge hie has--and
theY are few. Hie gave a programme
of big, cathollc intereet, and lu doing
It lie demonstrated hIe possession of
mnost o! the essential qualitles of a
big, eerlous-minded player, flot lacli-
lug9 In either techulec or Imagination.

Hambourg Concerts

M ADAME LEGINSK, atruly re-
Peared in Masse y Hai, at the

fnlconcert of the fambourg Con-
cert Society, a spectacular wind-up to
a brief season. Shie made lier firet ap-
Peara8nce ln tbe Hiambourg Concert S0-
C-lety Sertes some weeks ago. The
T8chikowsky Trio played by t1is tal-
elited lady with Messrs. Jan and Bonlslarabourg le probably the biggest
ting ever dette ln that exact form.
't tg alrnost symphonic lu the variety
9f Its contents and the treatment o!
'tg thematie materlal. It was superbly
done, Que apparent defeot may have
ben Part e! thie composer'e Intention.
Thie tri0 sounded a good deai of the
finie0 like a piano concerto wltli viols
and CellO aceompanimeut. To b.e sure
Inaly ef thte principal themes ar

gg tu te piano as mucli as te the
O>ther lIstrumnents, and lu ail proba-
bUî'ty It would be difficuit te subord1-
na5te the Plano part enougli to reinove

WihteHaiubourgs handled thir
n'aerii i Iuet b. conceded that

egI6 la a remarkable Young
WOialat the piano. She plays as "0

SIecliaracteristues of Sho bas
fl 'h8 amburgConcert Serie fi
Ilihe afera setuon of exeeptienialbilnebriflKiug out maziy new blg

e 1 Inchaber mube. The. lait
was 1 hie Schumann Quntette
or hpehap th meet evenly brillati

1jt'a he least Important. The.
"" <t f thie third meason of

'ý i Iuble b>' the. lambourgs

bas been an added crescendo to the
stimulus given that sort of music by
this talented aggregatiou when th,,y
began their good wonk In this country
three years ago. Mesers, Jan and
Boris Hambourg will go on tour in
Canadian and Amenican cities affer
the new year.

T HE famous Flonzaley Quartette
wlll be heard agalu this year on
Jan. 10 lu Toronto. This le the

founth visit to, Canada by these dis-
tinguished playens, who are main.
tained by the munificence of one
man to, do uothing but play the best
chamber music lu the world. Thein
visite to, this country have had con-
siderable to do witl the Immense de-
velopment going on In stringed music,
a departmeut now belng as well or-
ganized lu conservatorles and colleges
as the piano.

Defending Melba
Amheretburg, Ontarlo.

Editor "Canadian Courier":
Dean Mn. Editor.-In lookiug over

a recent musical columu In ycur usual-
ly just and courteous magazine, .1 find
a crlticism WhIch I caunot but thiuk
hareli and unkiud. It le the columu
entitled '!A Great Disappointmeut."1
If your critic dld not want to coïncide
ilies views wlth other Toronto muusic
crîtice towards the Melba concert, I
thlnk ies critic.ism coutl have ;been
written lun a mucli more petite and
geutlemanly mnner.

A womau lke Mme. Melba dûes flot
deserve ýsuch rude and jocose treat-
ment from "lCanadn Musical Critice."
If your music editor would just think
for one moment what Melba has been
to the musical world during the last
two decades, liow elie lias preeerved
pure Singing during t1ies age of Sa-
tomes and Electras, I know for certain
hie would be more geutie Iu b~is wrýit-
luge about this truly great woman.
Gratitude for what she lias doue dur-
intg lier years as .a singer ouglit ta
prompt any critlc to be kinder than to
remInd that famous artiet of lier ad-
vancliug years.

I admire and appreciate Mme. Mel-
ba's art as do thousaude o! otliers,
and altliough she may be growIng on
lu years, I slncerely hope she remuaIns
supreme lu the domain she lias relg-
>ed over go many years, for at least at
while longer, that tlie rising genera-
tion may not hear of lier as o! a paest
joy, but may ai leasi hear some o!
hier unparalleled toues before they
pase mbt oblivion.

Youre truly,
PHILIP MACOMB MULLEN.

Opera in Hamilton
Editor Canadian Courier:

Dear Sir,-I greatly eujoyed a
recent musical colunin lu your papeu-,
but was greatly surprised at your omit-
tlng te mention the Hamilton Operatie
Socie ty, o! this city, lu your remarks
on "Llght Opera."

This society la net a uew organiza-
tion, as it was started In 1907 or 1908,
and played Tlie Mikado te Ilire. well
filled boeuses at Bennett's Theatre
(uow the Temple). Sluee liai Urne
it lias presented Ermlnie, The Geisha,
Floredora, San Toy, and the RuuawaY
Girl eXt tie Grand Opera lieuse liere,
and snme or themn, I belleve, lu otier
Canadlaui eiteg. This gocdet> le now
preparing The. Mikado agalu, whlch
wlll b.e preseiited on Nov. 17tli and
18th.

The Hiamiltoen Operaile Society
was a competitor lu the Earl
Grey' Coinpetitioli lu 1912, ou viol
occagion fifty-two be r ni went te
Ottawa te play Florodua without a
profeslou' On the. stage.

àithnih the nersoiunel Of thie 8e-

'~/7~< for Bligger Crops
It pays ta get the best seeds grown. That'e why you will b. Intereeted
In the new Catalogue of Carter'e Tested Seeds. Write lior Il to-day.
At Raynes Park, London, Mesurs. James Caiter & Company have the

*most camplete testing and triai grounde in the world.

For generations they have been seiecting, cultivating and perfecting theïr
seeds to a iîneage that insures quaiity.

Carterls Seeds are cleaned and packed by unique methode and corne ta
you absolutely true ta name.

We maintain complete stocke in aur Toronto store and warehouses to
insure immediate deiivery of your erder.

Our catalogue, "Garden and Lawn," ready about January lut, liste flot
oniy hundreds of vegetabies and root crope, but hias a comploe flot of
flowere for garden and conservatory.

STestd

It gives aise many useful hints on
planting and cultivating.

Write to-day. M ailed Free.

Carters Tested Seeds, mnc.
133B Kîug Street East, Toronto

VINES OF QUALITT lIED NO FRAISE
THE MOUSE OF

GONZALEZ & BYASS,
Jerez de la Frontera. Spain.
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SHERRIES
eý aya orl-wie eputation for abeolute pity,

d iateouquet an layor The !olewing
brande are reon-rudd to.thoe who deuire a

luil

if the coffee be of poor quality.

Cloft
will save even a poor meal
from being a failure.
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