
THE' HUDSON BAY ROUTE
TRe STORY OP A DReAM AND ITS POSSIBLE RÜIAISATION

ONE of the most important decsions reached bythe Dominion Government in i908 relates
to the building of a railway from Lake

-Winnipeg to Hudson Bay. For thirty years
sucli a railway has been a dream of the westerner.
More than one charter has been granted, and more
than one railway has been commenced. The Gov-
ernmients of Great Britain and Manitoba have al
taken a considerable interest in the project and
numerous investigations have been made.

There have been two chief points in the contro-
versy which lias been going on for a generation.
The first was the possibility of building a railway
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to Hudson Bay, and the second was the possibility
of carrying goods fromn Hudson Bay to Liverpool
via Hudson Strait. Thle opening up of the North-
west and the discovery that wheat could be grown
several linndred miles fartier nortl tlan any one
anticipated, combined with the gradual accumulating
kninwledge that the northern nart of Canada con-

the possibility of Hudson Bay navigation. In 1894
there was formed in Great Britain a company known
as the "Hudson Bay and Pacific Railway and New
Steamshi Route" for the purpose of exploiting this
possible huîe of travel. The promoters of this com-
pany published a rather interesting pamphlet which,
contained most of the information whîcli was avail-
able at that time, and any person interested in the
subject will find in it some entertaining reading.

During the fourteen years that have elapsed since
that tume there has been more or less investigation,
and muci lias been written and spoken as to the
possibility of the route. The floating ice bogey lias
nearly disappeared. The Dominion Government has
sent two or tliree expeditions to the north, and
several engineers have made investigations both as
to the inland districts and the coast Unes. Dnring
the past winter a select committee of the Dominion
Senate lias given further attention to the subi ect'
and lias collected ahl the evidence available. Their
report is a voluminous and extensive document. A
large portion of the material lias been published in
a pamphlet entithed "Canada's Fertile Northland."
publislied'under the authority of the Honourable
Frank Oliver, Minister of the Interior., While this
evidence relates to, the wliole of nortliern Canada.
somne of it bears directly npon the possibility of a
Hudson Bay railway, the resources of the country
through which it will run and the line of policy
which will be pursued by the Government in fur-
ther development of this nortliern district. Amonz
the recommendations of this committee is the
following:

"(2) That the construction of a railway con-
necting existing railways with Fort Churchill on
the Hudson Bay, would open up a large tract of
land, welh fitted for settlement, as well as afford an
additicynal outlet for the products of the West, and'
where settlements are now being made.",

Section C of this report deals especially with the
navigability of Hudson Bay and Hudson Strait and
contains evidence from Mr. A. P. Low, Mr. T. B.
Tyrreli, Dr. Robt. Bell and Commander Wakeham.
Mr. Low states that between the end of July and the
end of Septemnber, when he was there, the Strait
was flot quite clear of floating ice, but that there was
not sufficient ice during thîs period to hanm an ordi-
nary vessel. From the end of September snow
squalls are frequent and wlien the temperature
gets low there is considerabhe fog. He seems con-
vinced, however, that navigation is possible up to
November i5th. Thle presence of floating ice would
depend very nucl upon the direction of the prevail-
ineg winds. Iron tramD steamers sliould find litle

However, the harbour of Fort Churchill closes about
November ist and if Fort Churchill is the only good
harbour on tlie western coast of Hudson Bay, then
of course navigation will be practicahy useless after
that harbour is closed.

Dr. Robt. Bell explains that lie lias been throuzh
Hudson Strait nine times. June 22nd was the
earliest date on whicli lie entered the Strait. All lis
trips were made between Tune 22nd and October
ioth. No difflculty was ever experienced. Huidson
Strait is 5oo miles in length and averages ioo miles
in width and there are many possible harbours
on each of tlie shores. With proper ligliting and
reliable cliarts, navigation of the Strait shouhd be
easy. He neyer saw but one fog in. the Strait and
no blinding snow-storms. He saw no reason wliv
slips should not pass throuigl the Strait at any time
during the winter; neitlier- the. Bay, nor the Strait
is frozen up any more than the Atlantic Ocean.
Between Churchill River and Nelson River the land
consists of a liard dlay surface. Farther inland it
is partly muskeg. There would be no difficulty in
building a railway througli this district except on tlie
muskeg land near Churchill.-

Commander Wakeliam details lis experiences
with tlie sailing vessel, Diana, which lie took into
Hudson Bay in 1897. They liad some trouble witli
pack ice in 'the latter part of May, but if lie were
takingy the trip again lie would know how to, avoid
it. Tliey made several trips in and out of the Strait
and neyer lad any further delay fromn ice. On
Septeruber 7th they experienced their first snow
storm. On October 24th lie was at Cape Wolsten-
lolme and met no ice. In their last attempt'to get
into the Bay on October 29th, tley were stopped by
leavy winds and snow storms. He made four round
trips altogether, two of tlem into Hudson Bay' and
one of tleie as far as Chuircliill. He is convinced
that wlien the Strait is properly surveyed and liglited
navigation will be safe, but thinks it will end about
November ist.
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