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FROM KARNAK TO ASSOUAN

By MRS. JULIA A. SYMINGTON

From Karnak to Assovan the Nile
valley contracts, and at places only a
very narrow strip of soil is sown with
beans and other grain. The igneous
rocks in the bed of the Nile and on the
left shore tell that Assouan is near the
ancient boundary of Egypt. On the
right hmestone hills tower up, with deep
chasms in them filled with sand, the
fine grains sparkling in the bright sun
light. On roundmg a' sharp bend of
the Nile the city. came in view, with
its minarets and palm trees. Egypt
1ans, Turks and Nubians throng the
shore. You are tempted to think sure
lv this is a new world. The inhabitants
are especially striking by their grand
manners and stately attitudes, black
faces and fine heads, reminding you of
the best types of northern races. Their
merchandise consists  of gums, ele
phants’ teeth and the skins of beasts
'No longer are we tempted with antiqui
ties. but with clubs of echony, pikes.
lances, and arrows, whose iron points
are said to be poisoned.

Assouan has about 9,000 inhabitants
It is nearly six hundred miles from
Cairo. It is a well built town, and a
walk through the bazaars is very inter
esting. Assouan’s former name was
Syene, but little can be learned of its
carly rgy[)'lan history. From the gran
ite quarries of this place the obelisk
and other monoliths of the cities of
Upper Egypt were procured. In onc
quarry there is a monolith eighty feet
long, with one side still fast to its na-
tive rock. The importance of the lo
cality to tourists is owing to the many
beautiful historic remains. The chief
of these is the Island of Philea. the
pearl of Egypt, containing many ruins,
the principal being the Temple of Isis
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and the smaller temple known as
Pharoah’s Bed.  They have been ele-
gant structures amidst the most beau-
tiful scenery on the River Nile. The
whole island is covered with ruins, but
the most important are the ones named.
Many of the ruins of this lovely island
have been more fully disentombed by
the English officers stationed there, re-
vealing to the visitor new beauties. Since
the British occupation many important
improvements have taken place: bar
racks have been built and antiquarian
researches of great interest have been
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pricsts standing, «ne at each end of the
couch, are praying. Their hands arc
uplifted as 1n supplication to some
power, or to the dead Oisris himselt
In another part of the scene Osiris ha~
raised himself on his arms and i< res
tored to lhife.

Of course the
modern, belonging to the age of the
Ptolemies, and the readiness  with
which the  Egyptians  could  Dblend
Christianity with their myvthology is in-
teresting as showing the progress of
Christianity  in the  south. Perhap-
St. Mark himself would send teachers.
oroeven go himself. which would  be
hetter, to these remote cities, as there
had alwavs been communication between
Syvene and the north of Egvpt. \What
cver it means, it is evident it is an

First Cataract of the Nile.

made. I need not at thhs date deserihe
the Assouan dam, now <o fanhar to
English readers. Tt has< added hundreds
and hundreds of cultivated acres and
productive ficlds to the poor feilahin
that was once desert. If now it does

Philoe, Temple of Isis.

The  Assouan  Dam will soon  destroy  this
beautitul ruin

not blossom as the rose 11 does and will
more and more produce the bread of
fe to many a hungry Nubian, \What
o time the water waill undermine
these beautitul rums> They are heath
e temples used for nothimg hat the
worship  of adols which the \postle

Paul dearded were nothing So holy |

was Osiris and <o terrible that the
|u'u|1]c were atraad oo utter o name
None were allowed to visit this siered
shland except the priest~, who were ol
winns too keep their mveteries from th
eves of the people Now,
~hores are trodden In

however, ats
plunderme and
Fevpuans and  Nubuns e
propylon of the temple stands onr e
anobicet of grandenr as owe approach,
and the colonnade 15 very fine <onn
of them have  heen deft untini<hed
Withim the temple on the walle
copv of the famous Rosetti stone waith

hegeing

out the Greek transhuion e capm
tals of  the columns are eNguisiteh
carved waith the Totus and palm Jeay es
Farther i the mterior i< the sanctin

connected  with
worship of the oo
Ihe degends represented on the w
this temple are of mrerest Tnoan o
room, about cieht feet square,
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Fgvptian  declaration of the death of
christ and his resurrection. And  the
~cene being laid in an upper room indi-
cates some knowledge  of  the  Bibie
truth of the meeting in the upper room
of Christ and his disciples.

WYWe rade through @ poor village amid o
storme of demands for busk<heesh to the
old quarries, about 4 nile from As~ouan
Plocks of granite are lving there per-
Saps from the time of the building of
the pyramids. The marks of the work-
men’s tools are clearly seen on the rock
and the blocks of stone. The method
of quarying these massive blocks is in-
dicated at Assouan,

\ong the face of a block T have des-
vhed that is ninety-five feet long, |
observed a narrow groove had been
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Temple of Philea 1~ |

near the Nile that they could
therr biocks of granite and  transpo,
them to any part of Egypt. Sometim:
they were moved on sledges and dra:
god by human force. Time and hum:-
iife were of small value in the eyes
an Egypuan king. The Oriental .-
has no idea of the value of time. A
fatalists they are fearless of death, .
it 1= the will of Allah and they die witl
out a murmur. It would often tak
three vears to place these huge blocl:-
in place. This gives an idea of the tin.
\p: nt i bringing down these granii-
hiocks that we all had admired for thﬁ
hicauty and size in and around Lalr.,
and in fact all the trip up the Nile in
the many temples we had seen but ha
not time to visit in Alexandria, Cairo,
with a trip up the temple-lined River
Nile.

We can scarcely leave Assouan with-
out some attention to the population
vhich is  predominatingly Egyptian
The travellers  find themselves sur-
rounded by Nubians, who are tall and
siender 1n person, far less massive in
build than the Theban Arabs. There 1<
~omething Tike elegance in their generu]
appearance, and the cast of their feat
nres 1s o rather intellectual.  They are
f a soft dusky black or bronze tint
with a fine glossy skin; they seem to
n=c¢ o1l instead of water for cleansing
prrposes, and load their sable rmcrlu\
with something of hair-dressing that is
anything  but  pleasant  (castor  oil)
The women have often been remarked
for their heauty by travellers in whose
eves they look like so many sable Ven-
vses. They are shy and in that serenc
“nd glowing climate need little clothing.
The most common attire seemed thnnm
of leather trimmed with small shells.
They appeared industrious, what little
chance we had for observing their
hiabit, as in their hands were braids of
heads and other fancy and useful ar.
ticles——none were idle. On our return
we spent our remaining days in visiting
temples and tombs of kings and gods
that were of less interest. We were
clad to think that the davs of slaverv
have passed forever for the Egvptian,
and the right or power to crush the 10V
aidd Tife out of men to rear tombs for
Lings or temples for gods.
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Canada's Progress.

Wall Street Journal: The Canadian
Northwest is still the brightest agri-
cultural section of the continent. There
1s not a single note of pesstmism, and
hardly a single note of caution in the
advices received from either the rail-
roads, the people or the special cor-
respondents in the Canadian North-
Wost o Optimisim - arising out of  the
harvesting and marketing of one of the
best crops ever crown in the Can-
adian Northwest has led to r\ptnmshc
estimates of the future possibilitics in
that country.  The business life of the
covntry is thriving and is advancing at

4 pace somewhat reminiscent of the
hocm that created the Dakotas. which
I~ now  creatine  the  <outh-western
states

The  Canadian Pacific and  Grand
Tronk are hoth recording earnings in
CxCCss of their previous vears' records.
Caradian Pacific in particular breaks
s records mogross week by week It
1~ 4 notable tact that this road records
almost every week an increase in gross
raraimge from 20000 (o 150000, This
i~ the praduct of new business rather
than of a development of old resources
I'he company has an immense increased
ciEipment e oservice, and its equip-
Mment appears too bhe sall pretty well
toosod
OO0

When the clectrification of the rail-
\l\vl,\\_t‘mr run underground in I.on-
don s completed  the traveller will
he able to traverse sixty miles under
crond by electric traction without
rnm]n'nu twice over the same piece of

“hiinals are now assured
real estate there is
is demand. The  an-

of Rowerman & Co., 188 Mar
P Warnpeel appearing, elsewhere
~uire to be read with inter-
ti1 vestors They are asking

oS0 v o very easy  terms far




