
caught within said threce mile line. And that for the last four or five years prcceding the date hereof, the
catch of maclkerel within said threce mile line, and off the coasts, or in the Bays along the coasts of ler

Britannie Majesty' Dominion in North America has been rapidly decreasing, the catch, within the threc

mile hne as aforead, ldecreising from twenty-cight hundred barrels in 1873 to eleven lhundred barrels in

1874, to four hundred aind thirty-three barrels in 1875, to three hundred and seventy-six barrels in 1876).

That froin his own personal kniowledge, the fishing firns of said Commonwealth, during the last four

or five years as aforesaid, have substantially given up as of h:;t little or no profit what is known. as the

Bay flslhing," and have confined their fishing vessels substanîtially to the shores, bays, and coasts

within the jurisdiction of the United States of Aierica.
Witness my band, at Boston, County of Suffolk, and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, this

day of August, A. D., 1877.
WMN. COGSWELL,

Inspector-General of Fish for Mfassachusctts.

COMMONWEALTH OF NIASSACHUSETTS,

OFFICE OF TJiE SECIRETARY OF THE CoMMONWEALTH, SUFFOLK, S. S.

This may certify that William Cogswell, of Salei, County of Essex and Comîmoinwealth aforesaid,

has held the ofice of Inspector General cof fish within and for this Commonwealth siice Aug. 24, A. D.

1866, and does now hold the said office, and that on this twentieth day of August, 1877, said Cocgswell

personally appeared before me and made oath that the forecgoing statement by im subscribed was true,
according to his best judgement, information and belief. Witness my hand and the Great Scal cf the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the year and date above written.

HENRY B. PEIRCE,
. S.) Secretary of the Commonwealth.


