CHAPTER IX
AFFAIRS IN EUROPL, 1808

ARLY in 1808, Colonel Brock left Quebcee to
take command in Montreal. Shortly after-
Wards he was appointed acting brigadier-gencral by
Sir James Craig, an appointment which was con-
firmed in September. In a letter to his brother,
Brock wrote that, although General Ferguson had
been newly appointed major-general, he thought he
Would not likely come, as was intended, to Canada,
but that he (Brock) would succeed him both in
rank and command at Quebec. Montreal, in 1808,
Was both a lively and a hospitable place. The
lagnates of the North-West Company were estab-
lished there, and entertained with a lavishness that
Was not to be found elscwhere. The fame of the
Beaver Club has remained unrivalled in Canada.
Montreal, the old Ville Marie, once the fortified
Indian stronghold of Hochelaga, was founded in
1642 by Maisonneuve. Soon afterwards the hospital
or Hotel Dieu was established by Madame de
BOuillon, and in 1650, the cathedral of Notre Dame
Was founded by Marguerite de Bourgeois. Montreal
€an therefore claim an antiquity almost equal to
that of Quebec.
For more than fifty years a struggle continued
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