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STATE 0F ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN
ONTARIO BEFORE 1839.

By Dri. Williansson.
When Queen's Uivcreisity"was foundadi fil 1839 osse of

the chiaf difficulties with which it liid to contcnd w'as
the almnost total want off any publie provision foi- the
eeientary education off th e people of tise country. Ie
1798, indeed, Ilis Maje'sty George MI. had authoîized the
appiopi iation off a portion off the wvastc lands of tlsc I'rov-
ince iniflic following ternis :'' To assist ansd encourage
the operations off this provin,_e lu laying tise foonuiation.
for prouîoting sound lemmning and a religions education.

" irst, by the establisliment off free (haessear Schoolsq
iii those districts in whicbi they arc called for, and

"Secoîsidly, in due process off tiînc, by estahlishing
ut/uer Seeiiiaries of a ./arger aool more comprehensi,
natas ?e" (Universities) ''for the promotion off religions
anl Moral learning, and the study off the arts anul sciences. "

Accordingly, ou the raceipt off this authority, 459,217
acres off Crown. lands were set apart by tlic Legislature
for tiss purposes. For a long tinse, howeu'er, tîsese w ild
lands yîelded no revenue for the accompsjinent off tise
objec.Ls for' which the grant was madIe, and notlieg was
dloue for the education off the peuple exccpt iii a.dventure
ami private sebloois.

The vary ffirst of thse, it inay bc noted, off which tisere
is any recordi was one opeiled in Kingston iii 1785 by an
Episcopal clergyman, the Rev. John Stuart, in a bouse a
littie to tise wcst off tbe spot wberc Murney's tower isow
stands anti celebratcd as being the place to whics MNlooe
refers lu tbe bcginuing off bis wcll-known song, ''I knew
lsy the smoke that su gracefully curled aboya the greeni
clins that a cottage was niear." For 22 ycars thereafter,
dowii to 1807, nso ptulic provision off any kind was mnade
for tise support off scliools, -althongli tisa populationi liad
increascd to about 100,0WO. In that yeur $3,200 svare
granted .by tha Legislattura for tihe maintenance off eight
Grainusar Sebools, oua in, eacl of fli td istricts isîto wbich
Upper Canada was theii dividedl. Tisese scbools, how.
ever widely apart as they were fromn une another, sud in
euost off wbich higb feas were cbarged, were as'ailable
only for the sons off ' tha usure opulent classes," aud
notbing was dusse fosr tise general instruction of the peuple
in Coinmue Scboois until 1816, when. a sum off $24,000
was obtaiiîed f roui Parliament for that purpose. This
amount was redncad in 1820 to .$10,000, nu single scbool,
except in special cases, to >recaive more tisan $50 par an-
noien. For thirteen years foliowing un addition was
nmade to this misarabla pittance, aithougîs the numbar off
the population had risen ln the meaistime to nearly
300,000. lIs 1833 tha grant was increased, but only tu
$22,600, less than had beau given seventecîs years beffora,
while that to each Gianimar Scbool reniained the saîse,
anl tisis deplorable negleut off any proper provision for
Comnson ami Graissiar education contimsed down to
1841. lIs fact nothiug was efl'ectually doua to inîprove
its condition until 1850, when tie Amnended Sciîool Act
embudying the recomni dations offltbe Rev. Dr. Ryer-
son wiL5 passeti, forining tise basis off the preoeit schuol
systems off Ontario. Bills for a general systam ami ais
adequate appropriation for Cornmun Schoul education had
year after year beau. passed by the Huse off Asseînbly,

but wera again and again rejacted by tise dominant
party lu the Legislative Councuil. They ware satisfied
witbi exteîsding aid, scanty as it wvas, to a few Gramusar
Scisools for the benefit off tha moe wealtby classes and
as feediers ts a Unîiversity for wiiici tbay liad received a
chsarter us far back as 1829, but whicb was not yet set in
operatios.

The iasuit off tihe course tIsus pursuad was tîsat lu 1839,
outulid of fli tu ralsusar scbools jsîst refarred to, and
aveu is sonie off tbsin, tlie educatioîîai condition off tise
Provinîce was ainst at tise lowast ehis. Oua haîf off tise
population off tiose off sebool aga were lef t to grow up in
a state offsemii-barhurists. The aisîal attae(danceaat scbool
off tha other bialf was for oidy seven inontiss, ganerally ini
log bouses witli accommodationss off tbe rudast kind,
wviere they wvere initiated in tise mnystaries off raading,
writing anid suisse simple rules lu arithiratic by teachers
isirad by tise year, wretcliedly paid aud, as msight ha ex-
pecia(l, witii a faw exceptions littie qualiied for tiseir
office. The co'usejueîice off this state off things was that
is many instances those who cossld alk'(rd it sent their
sous to the United States tu racaive thair eduication.

Such were the dificulties to ha met ; suscb were the
evils tu ha raîsiedied ; sncb were the eircunîstances, s0
différenst from those under whicls tise land off tiha fatisers
off usany off theni liad floiîîished, w'han the fouîsdars off
Queeu's Collage, lu 1839, for the publie bessafit as wcll as
tisat off their chiidress, took practical steps for its estab-
lisiînst by tisair uwn voluritary efforts. Having long
looked lu valu to the powers that ware for a systeiu off
University and Scbool educatios throngbiout the P'rovinsce
tbcy. after aixions deliberation, faît thesaslves coms-
peiled to adopt tisis course anti do wlsat tlsey could to
supply tise wasst off a bigber traiing for youts, aîsd as
une main5 olbjeut, better qssalified toachsers for our schools.

I înay liera reiuark, that ur friands, the Methodists,
aetuata(I ly sisuilar views, aîsd kuowing well tise needs
off the Province isad, is. 1836, erected an institutions at
Cobourg for the perpusa off affording a muse advanced
education usîser the naine off " 'The Upper Canada
Acadersy," wisicis was affterwards, ils August. 1841,
merged hy Provinscial charter into tise prasetst Victoria
Collage with Univorsity puwers.

How mauy changes, sinail and great,
Hatve haîspened since that distant day

'Whous Queen's first geîitly tempted fate,
Scarce kssowing sise had comae to stay.

Our coimîtry's self wears other naine,
And speaks with Iouder, prouder tungse,

For 'Canada" mneans eut the saine
As what it maeant whan we were yuung.

For why ? The years have gý von birtss
Unto a people-here it stands-

As fair as as.y un the earth,
A loveîy land among the lands

And wvhat tlsough rude winds uft perpiex
Tha pilots of oui Ship of State ?

And wlsat though varyiisg curresîts vax?
She nieed siot fear to face her fate!

For as se is, lier hiard y sons,
And lovoly daugbters, east aîsd wast,

Do naine lier with the noblast une
And joiising, rie, and call her blest.


