
THE CANADA PRESBYTÉRIAN.

in anci ekainple like titis, even if It stoai niant, en-
couragement for those %vite corne e$urdeiied svitl one
destre; or wha, If they have more than cite, stili couie
6xnnt:,s wbcncver flbey make tueur requcsts known
unto Goti? _____

SUCCESSION.
AP0stolic succession Is aIl vcry weil, luit ive dan't

know wviare yeti can get ilt, pure aîîd simple, except
fromai the New Testamîent. Insteati ai litunting alter
apastolie succession, or deduciaîg il frout a
rcasoniaîg, wc rnuch preler the saler, souaider, anti
mare reasonable course afi ppcaling directiy ta tht
New Testament for aur principles, patterrianti polity,
than ta suspend any question as ta tut correctacss of
doctrine, the validity of ordination, tae ndininistratlon
ai ordlnances, or the authorlty ai a Chîristian Claurch,
on oui- power ta trace back an ecclesiastical sum~ession
frram the present time, and thraugli ail tht dark ages,
ta tht aposties, in ardcr ta justily aur dlaim ta bc
churches oi Christ-such as werc formed andi tcndecl
by his apostes-anti ta, show that aur mliuistry, aînd
the ordinancès it adininisters in tht nanie oi tht
Lord, arc vahiti. l3oubtless sanie kinti ai succession
thert: ias; but it is not se apparent that wc can lay
niuch stress an it; for historical documents ina> be
destroyeti, may bc carrupteti, or niay lait in explicit.
ness;- andi tlîcre fail ia prove an>' succession sucli as
is ciaimeti. Ail, however, that coulti be gaineti by
complcte possession af this knowledge, were it possi-
ble, we now have la the xnost certain andi i-chable
foi-m ln tht teaching, testimouy, prophecy and Iiistary
ai the New Testament. There is furaishied for aIl
coudng ages a divine delineatqon oi the Church af
Christ as respects doctrine, the spiritual cliaracter af
its members, the ordinsances they are requireti ta ob.
serve, the haliness they should exhibit, the benevo-
lence tbey shoulti cultivate, and the great tati tlîey
should have ln view-the glory ai Cod-the maguify.
itag ai Christ, anti tht highest gods ai mankinti.

If a body or cangregation af people la Europe, Asia,
Africa, or America, or elscwhert, conforat iii tlîcir
principîts ln tht ordinances they practice, in theur
spirit, ini tht life they lead, andi the iotives that in-
fluence and mauld their conduct ta tht teaching anti
requiremeats af the New Testament, that cangrega-
tian nia> be taken as really ini the succession 2 at
possesses; vital and significant marks ai its relations
ta Christ anti the apastalis: church. But suppose thant
a congregation or chaurch, without the proper and dis.
tinctive marks, miay possibly trace its pedigree througb
the ages back ta the apastles, ai wvhat value, we ask,
is sucb a succession, though perfect lu fran and date,
"cif lacking tht spirit ai Christ, anti laving therelore
no spiritual fellowship with the aposties, or with tht.
regeacrate of an>' age?"

To tht law adti ta tht testimany ai Christ. if hi1er-
archieý, establishmnent or churches ai humble naine
andi foirn, speak not andi practice net accortiing ta the
word ai tht Lord, they ai-e not, whattvcr their pirafes-
sien or pretensions, in tht real, truc, spiritual succes-
sion that is linketi with Christ shall continue when
earth!y relation and tic are forever sunderet.- C/iris-
t/a p Visitar. _________

Tili hardest thing la this busy world ai ours is ta
do aîothing.

HERiE is a saying ta wbich ail parties ta tht recent
discussion will agsret: "'That man is ta be pitieti
whose only hope ai escaping biell is that there is no
such place."

"ISix bow I trenti an tht pritie ai Plaito!" saiti
Diogenes, as he cuteredth e riclaly carpeted i-oint ai
tlaat philosopher. Il ut with grenier pride," was tht
searching-reply.

IT should clîter tht steps af tht servant ai jesus
Christ as he journeYs, ta knaw that even in darkness
bis guide is still with hlm, and that guide us the King
ai the country through which he is travellia-.g.-7orn
Foster.

TIIROUIGH thé porch ai prayer is the way ta tht
inner harmonies anti beauties ai tic Word ai (lad.
Paysan« is recorded as saying that be lhad prayeti over
nearly every tcxt cf Scripture. Jonathan Edwards
appraached the study of God's Word by a long pre.
paration of prayer. Bunyan supplicateti Godi that
wisdomn might be given hlm in lais excteding necd.
Decautiful'and touching it is ta think ai McCheyne and
Bonar gcoing up and Ildosvn Palestine, Bib!e in banti,
sqeking.for txuth, collating ànd coniparlng, yet prelac-
ang every.stutiy with a prayer for libî.
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'rite great sin af biasphceniy m¶vas commhttedt not
anly by the speculntive infidclity, rationaisa, and
others ofikindrcd prinripie ol tht aid Romnan cirtb and

cichrbut n1sa by ncw daring public arts i l>apal
Ramte. Thtis took place in 1854, by the Papal Act
declaring the iminarulite concreption of the V'irgin
Mlary. I'iuis IX. Itinscif, iii an encyclical icttcr In
1846. calied 'Mary Ilaur surest hope and firmcst re-
liance, than wlhase patronage sîothing is more patent
îvith (lad." Andi in an Allocation at C eta inl 1849 lie
saisi, Il Let us have recourse ithe ic ost bol>' and ia-
miaculate Virgin Mary, who bcing the nînîher of Goci
flndswhat sue secksatntlcannatbc istraitecl." Illas
phemitoîs cnoughl But now hoe déclares as an inf.%lli-
bIc dognia or article of fiuiti, bincling on conscience,
tlac imainaculate conception af Nlary. Another fearful
.-ct of public bl.asplieniy wvas cammitted ln 1870, %viien
tlae Vatican Couincil, catmposed af l>atriarchis, Arca-
bishops and llislîops front ail parts of the Roman
Catholic %vorld. adapted the dagmna that dt l'ope,
spe.aking inbis se.atoaijudgmcnt,is infaîiliblc. Simame-
fui outrage cri commuin sen se!-btre.accd lie on ail
laistory! Ik is nothing less than an unuttcr«a>le insuit
ta God and His Christ the sole Head of the Church
-for a body ai men. represen tatives afivisai they pro-
fess ta bc the truc and only Churchi, ta cnact ais an
article of faith that an imiperiect, sinful man cannet
err. Bath these Acts were attempts to thruist God
out oi His place; and farther any calling theanscives
His servants can scarcely go ta disiionar Hian.

In the Baok of the Rcî'elat ion, chap. xvi., God by
John spcaking of the vials or judgment events which
consumne the great ecmy ai His intercsts, gives an
account ai blaspiacîny connected witia, or rising from,
tlaem. in the eigbits and ninth verses there is ant ac-
count ofithe fourth vial: IlAnd tlîe ourth angcl paurcd
out bis vial upan the sun; and power ivas given uunte
hirn ta scorch men. And mn wvere scorcbed witb
great lient, and blasphenaed the naine ai (lad which
bath poweraover these plagues. and they rcpented flot
ta give him glory." Does nottdais apply ta tieevents,
witlî their resuits above inentianed, ai the tremnendaus
Revolution ai 1789? Because the royal emblemt ai
France is the sun, and still more, the mighty nation,
tlîroughi its tyrant rulers, had the position ai the suit
with regard ta uts importance ta the Papal warld, flot
excluding athcr persecuting Romanist Princes.
Modest Robert Fleming, in bis "IRisc and Faîl ai
the Papncy," îvith wanderful discerament states this
view, altbough bis book 'vas published nearly a hua-
dred ycars beicre tbe evcnt. Long yenrs beore the
Revalution, France, with its own hands, by a blaocly
death or cruel baaisbment removcd the numeraus
citizens wba truly toak the word ai Cod for their guide,
and thereby remnovcd the eternal principles, which,
carrying with, themn tht counitenance and biessing ai
Heaven, were nant fitted ta guide in national emer-
gencies. The certain consequence was, 'vhen tht
people, awing ta tbc coliapse ai national finances and
tlîe approach ai grievous hardship, hadl nothing ta
direct thcmn but principles ai men ai the stamp of
tiiose %vis sa rcmorsclessly removed the righte.ous
people ai tht Lord, and oi men ai tbe stamp ai vol-
taire; under tht scorching events ai tht dreadrul tinte
they Ilblasphcmcd the namie ai God which banth power
cvý:r thesc plagues; and as tht scorching front the
great heat ivent an, or changed its foin, or incrensed,
sa, did tht biaspherny go an andi increase; Iland they
repented nat ta give hian glory." Front like causes,
in variaus iîanncr and mensure, the spirit of blasphemy
passeti through tht nations wberever Popery edsted
by publie national sanction, and even where the Bible
ivas la the hands ai the people, as ia Protestant court-
teies,-but cauntries whei-e tht people liadt becomne
cald towards tht vital principles of that Word, andi
the rulers had, for political or pimate endis, begun ta
connive at or further tht corrupt workings ai the
Papacy. It may be said in objection ta this view.-
On the supposition that it is the Papacy on whîch tht
vials or- plagues descend, tbe it k vould be expected
tbat it is the Papacy itse, tbrough its leaders and
peaple, wbich is nant nîcant as blasphemnîig. This
is not necessarily truc, at least that the blaspheming
slio'tld be confinedi ta the Papacy, since the Papacy

la itseif Is Iaa-geiya system ai biasplaiiny, as is tlîe
fltast of Rev. xiii. 1 s. Fur inspireti john, then, tu say
lacre tit it is the Pa1pacy lylickh bliasiîalaenaed %oult be
ta sa>' tiaat it diti wlit It %vas doing ai adong, %vhich
is nat likel>', unlcss b>' îew andi stil nma-c aggravated
acts oflblaispheaiiy. lowvcvr. the word u3cd ta sig-
nil' tiaose ivlia biasplieiec miust guide as ta îî'bo are
antendeci. It is nat Il llist," nor Il Wonan,»9 but
lbien," " mets blaspliemed " Sa were the laistorir

fiacts nt the time nati. Tliey werc mtais or tut peo.
plc iii geucral ai tht ciaial anîd ,tlaer jolaircs an Papal
France nt tathe volution whio hlatslîleiilcd. Great
niasses of thei iere indccc baptizecl Roaîian Cath).-
lics; but now the>' opeul>' rise agaînst tlatîr teacimers,
ihîo wcre already bhaspheasiiing, anti because tlaey

(ceemeti tht P>apal 5>-steai ai tlacir teiclicrs, whicb p~ro-
lesseti ta, ho for (lad, hostile ta theur riglits andi largciy
tht cause af their suffcrings Uic>' rose adlso-not belng
better tatiglit -against (lad bîniscîf, andi in their oî"a
way, biaspietid. Tlîe expressioni "inen blas-
pheîîîed ' gives ample roamu for tht vîeîî' takea tduit the
blaspbcmny ai tht periati in Protestant, as wcell ais Ro-
man Catholic, countries as aise ibitendeti. Shoulti
there lac nny lingering hesitatian ta admi.t this, a re-
mark ai Sur Isaac Newton nall> gave assastince. ";cd
in fis WVord," says thit great tiîinker ia substance,
Cssamectîmes speaks of tbings as lie secs thetii, wvhich

n, as thcy sec thean, aîîay regard as irrelevaint."1
(lad s.tîv ia the days ai iitsplid John tlîe calamities
whîch France by its Popeciy %vas ta bring on itsell, tîte
blasphenty that wauld tiiere sprang out ai that Ilopcry,
anti front France sprcad round andi round whcrever
tiacre ivas Paper>' anti any mere professaon ai tht re-
ligion ai the Bible ar nominal Protestautism, îvhich
is virtual Poper>'; anti vert lie ta speak ofltat sati
event so long before, woulti not tiais expression be
most fltting, "Men blaspienueti the naine i oflad; anti
repeuteti mit ta give himt glary."1

WVas flot tht blaspliemy af Acts xvi. so, i i, fuiiilced
in cannectian îvith the cveuts of histary aboya naancd,
avhicb taok puace spccially nt Rame front ucar tht bc-
ginnimîg ai the century ta 1870J lu tht original
Greek, the wvord rendceil Ilsent" is " Ilirao,, wuhich,
cainbe ittingly translateti "throne." "'Thet altngel
poureti out bis vial on tht tlîranc or sent af the bcast;
andi bis kingtiom wns full af d-.tkness." The French
anti Austrian stn aaid laihet ta do its tasaal wcork,whcn
the rulers, îvith the people ai the nysteriaus Papal
kangti, knew net îvhat ta do, anti entirehy failing ta
comprebeuti tht uîeaumug ai tht baud ai (loti doîva
upon tht trotie, tuac> were filleti with perpiexit>'; as
it were, Ilguavet theur tangues for pain:' and insttati
ai repenting afitheir evil deetis, Ilblasplcaniet the Coad
ai heaven because ai their pains anti sorts."l Tht
dogmas af tht itnmaculate conception ai the Virgia
anti the inlallibility oflthe Pape are ncw anti extra-
crdinary Acts ofitae Papal Poiver. As sentimnents, they
have been lang before heitianti expresseti by Roman
Catbolics, but ivere neyer passeti by tht ackaowvledged
public authority as doginas or articles ai fitis until
tlîe periati nameti. Ant i a is flot dificault ta, sec-
wvhich is, indeeti, not without its signiflcance, calling
forth tht notice ai tht public press-that it is the most
grievous pressure ai thie events tapon themn, issuitng in
the loss ai tht temporal sovereigut>', thiat lias led ta
tht passing ai these Acts. Intelligent mnic, after a
mere cursor>' glance ats these tiogmias, ina> admit theii-
blasphemous chiaiacter; yct even thcy may not set
themt aI such tggn--.itced description as that they
shoulti be matit tht subject ai any particular divine
prophecy. *Wlhcn, lowevtr, it is carasititret that these
Acts ivere passeti b>' the acknoôwledgeti represeutative
nuatlaoeat>, net ai a smrll bodiy af n, but a body ai
about i6aooooSo peoplc--prafessing theaîîsclves. tieu,
ta bc tht oni>' true Cburch, anti represeutative of the
ti-uth ai Godi on carta-wita nul tht vast dangerous
bearing af the Acts an thé Christian aswevil as nan-
Christian ivorit in geatral, tht>' miglat conic tab hof i-
another mind. la tiais t'iew it ma>' wcll bc asked:
Dii flot (lad Iok an these learful Acts ai tht Papacy
of that: moment as ta make Hais serant John ta speak
of thcnî Are tht>' flot the blasphemny ai tht fifth
vtal?

It shauli flot be overlookect that tht expression la
the description ai the iourth vial, Ilthey repentei flot
ta gîve ham glor>'," nicans that tht blasplieny under
that vial did not then termanate. any more than tht
correspcnting gi-cat îvcketiuess for winh the vials
wcre poureti out, andi, accordingl>', woult bt cai-ricti
into tue perloti ai the. ffl vial; anti tht wai-ds, ton, in
the description af tht fifth via], Ilth>' rcpenteti nat of


