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THE COLONIAL CHURCIIMAN.

MISCELLANEOUS,

The Sea of Tiberias.—At the upper end of thesea
Ctween me aad the hills, there is occasionally a ve-|
Ty broad belt of pasture land; and at the mouths of;
the glens opering into it, [ could not often percvivei
the tents of the Arabs whose flocks grazed it. ‘There|
“re many scenes where people would gather together!
for cuch purpose as the muititudes followed our Savi—[
“Wr  The most perfect seclusion may be enjoyed iu:
:‘” directions; but T do not think that either the word:
“desert” or  wilderness,” according to our undsr.|
Handing of them, describes the species of solitude ;
il yet it would be difficult to find another espres-
“on, perhaps, to suit it so well. In the two or three;
Maces oo the banks of the lake, are the ren:ains of)
Owns. At the upper end of it, near to the emrance‘[
19 the hills, I found a few ruins, and sat there to rest, |
' the hope that I was, if not on the precise spot,’
Somewhere near the sitc of Capernaum, Some dis-
'f'hce on my left hand, as I looked down the length of
Ye s.a, the Jordan ran iuto it, I could just seeit;|
i1 beyond it I thought I could perceive through my
tlass the position of Bethsaida, How completely de-
Solate of living beings is this fine city now. I could
'ee nearly to the southern end of the lake; and,
%ith the exception of poor Tiberias, there is not a
elling even in siglt. How populous must these
thores have been when daily witvessto our Saviour’s
Wercies, when it was no doubt the custom to pass
fom city to city and coast to coast, in boats that plied
Ypon the waters incessartly. There is not a vessel
Yow o be seen upon them, nor, while I remained in
Tny resting place, one man upon the banks. [ could
icll'cely quit the spot, it was so still and beautifsl.
eatered the hills, and was soon lost among the
"ocks and wild crags; over which we stumbled and
Serambled without meeting a soul, or hearing even the
Yund of the shepherd’s voice. Occasionally, as we
%cended, the heights commanded a view of the lake
d of jts mountsins and bils. Sometimes the paths
g the green slopes above them were covered with a
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11780, the Chesapeake was covered with ice as far 38 Jy reflect what

the mouth of the Potomac. Inthe same year, troops
Mew York to Staten Island, and {.ong Island Sound.
wes nearly covered with ice. Almost all the birds
of the forest perished.

Copy of the Gospel in Golhic-——At a recent anni-
versary of the American Antiguarian Society, held
at Worcestor, (Mass.) we notice a donation by the
Hon. Thomas L. Wiathrop, president of the Souciety,
of a book entitled Evangelica Gothica, a quarto vo-

lume, containing the four evangelists in the Gothic, L
land Anglo-Saxon langusge, printed at Dort, in Hol-is, to renounce tt.e devil and all his works, the pomps

land, in 1665. 'This rare volume, containing the on-|
iy considerable specimea extant of the written Guthic,’
the ancient stock of the Linglish, aud other northero|
European languages, was procured by Gov. W'inthrom

’lexpressly for the library of the Antiguarian Society.— the days of their life.

Chr. Intell.

Age of European Monarchs.—The following is said
to be the agesof the different reigning sovereignsin
Europe.  “lhe kingof England, 71 ycars. The king’
of Sweden, 71 years. The Pope, 71 years. The,
king of Denmsrk, 68 years. The king of Prussia,’
65 years, The king of the French, 64 years. The
king of Holland, €3 years. 1he king of Wirtemburg,
44 years. The Sultan of Vurkey, 51 years. ‘Lhe
king of Belgium, 46 years. The Emperor of Austria,
43 years. ‘The [Lmperor of Russia, 40 years. The
king of Ravaria, 39 years. The kiag of Sardinia,
38 years. The king of Naples, 36 years. The king
of Greece, 21 years. The Queen of Portugal, 17
years. The Queen of Spain, 6 years,

STANDARDS OF ENGLISH,

““ When the word * witness,” ”’ says the intelligent
Editor of the New York Commercial Advertiser, !
“ can be shown usin the Old Testament, or in any|
of Southey’s wrilings, as a synonime for ¢ see’ ori

tich variety of flowers; the purple iris, anemones, tu-
'8 of every color, geraniums, and the finest lu-
bines 1 ever saw.—Mujor Skinner’s Overland Journcy.

3 The Rev. Jobn Wesley and the Miiitary Officer.—
ohn Wesley having to travel some distance in a stage-
Coach, fell in with a pieasant-tempered, cheerful,
Vell-informed officer. His conversation was spright-
Y an] eutertaining, but frequently mingled with
%aths, When they were about to take the next
*age, Mr. Wesley took the officer apart, and, after
fxpressing the pleasure be had enjoyed in Lis compa-
l’}', told him he was thereby encouraged lo ask of
i"~n a very great favor. ‘¢ would take a pl-asure
" obliging you,” says the officer, ““and I am sure
2°uwi“notmake anuoreasonrablerequest.” ¢ Then,”
sa)'s Mr. Wesley, ¢ as we have to travel together for
"me time, I beg, that if I should so far forget my-
as toswear in your company, you will kiadly re-
tove me.”
‘hThe officer immediately saw the motive, and felt!
Ble force of the request, and smiling, said, none but;
" Wesley could have coaveyed a reproof in such
Manner.
t be remainder cf the journey gave no occasion forJ
h)e officer to comply with the preacher’s prayer, nor
the latter to complain of one oath from the officer.
. Cold Winters.—In the year 400 the Fuxine was
“vered with ice for 10 days. In 859, the Adriatic
38 covered with ice, but for what length of time does
f‘“ appear. 1a'929, the Thames wos frozen over
"7’ 13 weeks; the same river was also ficzen over
“53, 1765, and! 1777—8, Several times since the
v@'ne bas \happened. The winter of 1683 was so se-
I"'e in Hurope, that trees were split by the frost.
“'°aded. s!edzes_pas.-.e'i on the ice from Boston te Nan-
tack&t in the winter of 1797—S, and have done the
lan€ one of two winters since. On the 12th of Dec.

‘ behold,” we will admit that it is good English. The!
| Otd Testament and southey are our authorilies.”’—Aud|
ithere can be none beiter. There has always seem-i
;ed to us a clear and striking providence in the selec-
ition of the time st which King James’ version was
jeflected, ia the prime vigour and lustihood of our be-
inign and blessed mother-tongue : snd as for Southey,
he draws with goldep urn from the coul depths of

COMMUNICATIONS.

For the Colonial Churchman.

ON RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION,

It is a matter of much shame, as weil as grief, to,
all t‘hat have any regard for the bonor of Christ their
Saviour, and bis religion, that his doctrine znd pre-
cepts are so generally slighted and neglected as they
are, and they cannot but bLe very solicitous toknow
how they may be better observed for the future. For
it cannot be questioned, that many who have put on
the profession of religion, do not lve up to it. If]
parents, hawever, wou!d take more care in instruct-
ing their children in the fi:st principles of the Ch.ris-
tan religion, we might hope for Letter things of the
rising generation.

The Church takes security of those who bring
child to be baptized, that when it comes to be capa-
ble of it, it shall be instructed in the catechism which
she, for that purpcece Lath set forth, contaiving ull the
priaciples of that religion into which it was baptized.
But tiisis much neglected by pavents of the present
Jay. The catechism of our Church is a complete
summary of the christian religion, which is easy both
{ur parents to teach and for children to lears, and
so fuil and comprehen-ive that it coitains ali things
necessary for any man to know in order to his being

a discouraging thing it is to the teach-
er, to see noimprovement in the scholars alter a!l

»lof horse and heavy cannon crossed on the ice from his pains, in consequence of this neglect of theirs.

Bot especially as it is a duty laid upon all parents
by God himself, and to whom they must givean ac-
count at the great day of Judgmient. [ say if they
would but seriously reflect upon these things, so as
to use their utmost care and diligence to teach theic
Children to kuow God and Jesus Cbrist whom Le has
sent, that they may thereby grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesns Christ,
we should see more religion amoug us than we do see.

The first thing children are tavght in the catechism

and vanities of this world, and all sinful lusis of tie
flesh. Secondly, to believe all the articles cf the
christian faith ; and Thirdly, to keep God’s Loly
will and commandments, and walk in the same slil
Under which three things the
whole substance of the christian religion is contained,
being promised by children when baptized into it.
They therefore should be put in mind of these pro-
mises as soon as they are capable of receiving them,
and of the obligation which lies on them to jerform
it 5 for otherwise it can never be expected thut they
should do, cr even so much as know any thing abou.-
them.

But no one can fulfill these vows and prom.ises with-
out God’s especial grace, which we have ro ground
to expect without fervent and diligent praycr @ and
as Christ has promised the Holy Spirit to them that
ask for it, we should therefore teach our children
this irst and great duty of prayer, and never omit our-
selves to jray for them and for a Ulessing on the in-
structions they receive. But alas ! how few do this.
How very few call their childrea round tha family
altar, and offer up their united jrayers to that Geod
from whom all good things do come, and in whom
we liveand move and have our being. Alas ! theic
are some that even do not thank Him for their daily
food—do rot acknowledge the hand that feeds thern..
Or if a grace isintendcd, it is left to one of the young-
er branches of the family, asif it was corferring tvo
much honor on the Almighty Creator of lleaven aud
Earth, for the head of the family to thank him for
his gifts.

The next thing the Cateclism teacheth is the ten
commandments, wherein they are taught their duty
towards God, and their duty towards their neighbour.

*¢ the pure well of LEnglish undeﬁled.”-—.Missionary.!That is, to love God with all the heart, und ouc

neighbour as ourselves, and lastly, the nature of the
two sacraments, which our Church considers gener -
ally necessary to salvation—that is, baptism and the
supper of the Lord.

Parents cannot begin too soon fo instruct their
children in these importent truths. 1If they value
their soul’s salvation, that the seeds of grace which
were sown in their hearts at baptism, may cot be
lost or stifled, but grow up to perfection; great care
must be taken that they be taught as scon as they
are capahle to discern good from evil, to avoid the
evil, and do the good, according to that saying of
the wise man, *‘ Train up a child in the way he should
go ard when beis old he will rot depart from it.”
God bas laid a strict command upon sll parents to
bring up their children in the knowledge of him«clf,
and of their duty to him. God bighly favoured A~
braham, because he said he would command lis
children and his household after him, and they shal..
keep the way of the Lord. And Lhow much Godis
displeased with parents who neglect to bring up their
children in bis faith and fear, appeuars sufficiently evi-
dent from that scvere judgment which he ivflicted
upon Eli and his whole house for it. Saying to Sam-
ael 5 * In that day I will perform agairst Eli <l
things which 1 bave spokeu concerning his heuse,
when Ibegin 1 will also make an end. For ! bave
told him, that I will judge Lis bouse for ever, for
the iniquity which he knoweth; becauge bis sons wade
themselves vile, ard be resrein-d them not.  And

savel.  There are many pareutsin this town, to my jtherefore I have swora unto the house of Eli, thet
4 » . ¥ i . e
03, the frost in New B 'gland was so intense, that ‘

the ¢ n . ) atiown knowledge who leave the rel:gious instrueiinn ofithe iniquity of Eli’s house sh+!l not be purged wita
Fey rees were killed. A fa!l of snow took place in|:heir children almost entirely to tie Sundav School; sacrifice nor ofi-ring furever,” ¢ Hear ye children
A ruary, 1717, so deep that the pecple in Bostonithey do not comsider the great responsizilicy theyithe instruction of a father, and att'nd to koow u:-

to get out of their chamber windows.
red sheep perished on Fisher’s Island,
€ buried 13 feet in the snow. Two were found
Ve after a lapse of 28 days, they having supporl-

themselves by cbening the wool of others, In

Elever ineur, by neglecting this daty.

rer| For the iwteuction ders'anding,” saith the wite man. *° Get wisdoms,
from be-

received at the Sunday School, will do compuwiatively get understanding, forget it n: t, forsake her not anud
little good, if not secoaded at home, And what ad- she will preserve thee. Take fast hold of instruc
ditional trials dotliey put upon the teachers «f that tion, let her not go : keep her for she is thy lite.
institution, by theirneglzct, If they ¢id but scrious\.\:any other passages in scripture might be quoted:
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