Position Real Serious Revealed by Prime Minister, Who Rose at Time from Sick Bed to
Address House of Commons on Submarine Evil, Shipbuilding, Food Supply, Home

Production, Money Supply and Economy. \

(London Globe).
A crowded House of Commons met
in ial H is af

to
hear perhaps the gravest speech which
the war has called forth.

It was the declaration of Mr. Lloyd
George, his first since the re-opening
of Parliament regarding the restrie-
tion of imports, made essential by the
ever-increasing demands upon our
tonnage and the unrestricted U boat
warfare.

The Prime Minister's speech reveal-

The second matter is by making the
army in France self-supporting. The
French Government has already plac-
ed two forests at our disposal, and we
shall have to ask them to make still
greater sacrifices of their beautiful
forests in order to save tonnage.

Foresters Wanted.

The third method is in developing
home supplies and making this coun-
try self-supporting during the war in
timber. I am not sure we have not

ed a position of real seri and
his warning that unless the nation
was prepared to make enormous sacri-|
fices disaster was ahead of us, made a|
great impression, :

The Prime Minister on rising to!
make his statement was received with
loud cheers. |

He apologized for not makineg his
statement yesterday, and said that at
the moment he was ensaged in dis-
cussing the problem with Ministers |
from France. i

He continued:—The ultimate suc-
‘ess of the Allied cause depends, in!
my judement. on our solving the ton-
nage difficulties with which we are|
confronted.

Before the war our shipping ton-
nage was only just adequate, and our!
shipbuilding prosramme was suspend-|
ed at the outbreak of war owing to the
essential activities of the navy. Since
the war bezan there have been enor-
mous increases in the demands on
our tonnage. There is the transport
for the navy and army for our expedi-
tions in France and Eastern waters,
and our Allies have made consider-
able demands upon us.

Helping Our Allies

Over a million tons have been allo-
cated to France alone. Very consid-
erable tonnaze has also been set
agide for Russia and Italy, and the
balance left for the ordinary needs
of the nation is only about one-half
of the whole of our tonnage,

In the last four or five months the
ratio of sinking our ships by submar-
ines has increased. and this month,
owing to the verv special efforts made
by Germany, has been the worst.

The Germans have concentrated up-
on buildine submarines to destroy our
mercantile marine, fully realizine that
that is the only effective way of put-
ting out of action what thev consider
the most formidable item in the Al
liance.

There has been for some time a
shortage of tonnagce for the ordinary

got pr lly all the timber we re-
quire for the duration of the war pro-
viding we can get the necessary lab-
or for cutting and transporting it.
There are a considerable number of
workmen and foresters on large
tates who are asked to volunteer for
cutting wood for pit props and other
purposes, and we shall also need thou-
sands—if not tens of thougands of un-
skilled workmen—as well.

England’s Ore

The next -heaviest item was iron
ore. We are importing millions of
tong, and cannot cut down the supply
by a single ton. We must find ships
for this at all costs unless there are
means of finding these materials in
this country. As a matter of fact there
is plenty of ore in this country, but it
is rather of low grade, and it is not
a commercial proposition to diz it
But this is not a commercial question.
It is not a question of getting paying
ore, but of getting ore at all. It in-
volves unfortunately increasing the
number of our blast furnaces, and that
means more labor.

I am informed that the supnlv of
iron ore might be increased by millions
of tons if we had the labor to work
fully the mines in Lincolnshire, Cum-
berland, and elsewhere. The skilled
labor can be found, and for the un-
skilleq I must trust the people of
the country to place their services at
its disposal.

Food Production

Then there is the question of the
production of food. The State in the
past showed a lamentable neglect of
agriculture, and about four or five mil-
lions of acres were out of cultivation.
At the moment about 70 or 80 per
cent, of our important foodstuffs
comes from abroad, and at the moment
our stock of food is low—lower than
it has been for years. It is largely
due to the bad harvest—not to sub-
marines.

It was essential for the lifé of the
nation that we should put forth every

needs of the nation. and even a cer
tain shortage for the military exig-
encies of the Allies themselves.

Grave Situation

The sitvation is undoubtedly - one
that calls for the gravest measures to
deal with it promptly. If we take it
in hand at once and take very drastic
measures we can cone with the peril.
If we do not—if the nation is not pre-
pared to accept drastic measures—I do
not hesitate to say there is disaster
in front of vs. and ¥ am here, with all
the resvonsibility of a Minister, to
tell the house and the nation that.

But the sovernment are proposing
measures, and thev mean to nronose
measures, which they think will be
adequate. ¥ moug sacrifices will
have to be made by the community.
Nationa]l wovernment will be tested
by. and the national destiny will de-
pend on. the answer given to the ap-
peal T have to make.

D[vened Tonnage

Nearly one-half of our tonnage is
engaged on war work. Twelve months
before the war 50 million tons enter-
ed British ports. During the last 12
months it was 30 million tons. It was
not due to submarines. The de-
crease was due to the fact that a
large proportion went direct to
France, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Sal-
onika.

As to the submarine menace, the
government is hopeful of dealing ef-
fectively with it, but we should be
suilty of criminal folly if we rested
our action or our policy on a tranquil
anticination of being able to realize
that hope.

We must be able to carry the war
through to a victorious end, however
long, even if we fail to hunt the sub-
marines ont of the deep. There is no
sure foundation for victory except
that. We cannot bu'ld upon anything
else. A good deal of our tonnare has
been sunk and will be sunk. Wo- can
never obtain comnlete immunity from

piratical attacks. Therefore the nro-

blem of tonnage must be dealt with
ruthlesslv and promptly.

Threefold Measures

The measures are threefold:
First, there are the measures to be
taken by the navy. ;

Secondly, the building of merchant

ships, and

Thirdly, to limit oyr needs for over-

seas transports by dispensing with all
non-essential  commodities brought
from abroad, and producing as much
of the essentials of life as we could
at home.

I am convinced that an increase of
building can be obtained by the intro-
duction of payment, by results, but
that would involve an undertaking on
the part of the employer that where
good wages are earned there should
be no reduction of the rate,

It is really eswential that we should
get as much work as possible out of
the yards, not merely for the mercan-
tile marine, but for the building of
craft for coping with the submarines

at sea.
Home Production

The next method of dealing with
the problem is home production. The
bulk wu::’ con-

effort to increase production for this
| vear.
|" It ‘'would be easter to do this if we
had commenced some time ago (ap-
plause). I ask for indulgence for Min-
isters like Mr. Prothero, who is work-
ing under difficult conditions (loud
cheers), and crowding into six weeks
what should have been done two
years ago.

Our Choice

There are only a few weeks left for
the spring sowing and it i{s urgently
necessary that farmers should be in-
duced to increase the area under cul-
tivation at once, otherwise we may
have to choose between diminishing
our military exports, which would be
disastrous, or under-feeding the popu-
lation. This choice Germany has had
to make and she has chosen rather to
under-feed her popoulation than to di-
minish her military power and
strength. It is a choice we wish to
avert if we can—and we can (hear,
hear.)

The obstacle to increased cultiva.
tion is partly lack of labor. Owing to
the patriotism of the laborers the
farmers in some districts were left
deserted, but since the introduction
of the Service Acts there had been
some discrimination exercised. In
France no able-bodied man of military
age is to be found on the land. All
the cultivators of the soil are to be
found defending it (hear, hear), and
the work done by men over military
aze, boys, women and substitutes.

The greatest obstacle to immediate
action was the timiditv of the farmer
when it comes to cutting up his pas-
ture. He has been caught twice with

Suffered With Heart
For Ten Years

Would Nearly mother

‘There is sothing that bringe with
it such fear of imreading death as to
wake up in {he nigh! with that awful
aense of smotheriny The uncertain
and irregular hear’. action causes the
greatest distress of both mind and
body.

Milburn's Heart and Nerve Pills
are the only remedy that can give

eS| the farmer is

too-much arable land, The plough is
our hope, and we must cure the farm-
er of his plough fright.

Persuading the Farmers

I do not believe myself that prices
are going down immediately after the
war. Germany willbe a greater pur
chaser than ever. But we can not per-
suade the farmer of this, and it is es-
gential to get him persuaded, and per
suaded within the next few days
(hear, hear.)

Minimum Price

It was no use going round to argue,
and therefore the only way of ensur-
ing immediate action on the part of
by guaranteeing him
iminimum prices for a definite period
of time (cheers.)

1 do not believe any farmer can fail
to ses that the old wazes have gone,
and it is a good thing not merely for,
| the laborer but for the farmer. They
will not get the labor back to the
land from the army without a mini-
mum Wwage.

Another factor is the minimum
wage of 256s. per week under Mr. Ne-
ville Chamberlain's scheme. We pro-

hoards or a fixed minimum, and de-

80!

There are one or two corollaries to o
a guarantee of prices. The first is that!
labor must also be guaranteed wages. 38s. 6d., 328., and 248, respectively, and
{potatoes £6 per fon for the present
vear only.

If it was necessary for the State to
commandeer any supply
would be fixed, after consultation with
the Board of Agriculture.

Appeal to Farmers

Thoar, hear)

of prices. ailors mi t ]| oyt
also bo given to the " A ¢ Riga e ¢
re to enforce cultl- 1o I § never gripes, never ates, never
o 4 rs.) RIS genuine, ON SALE EVERYWHERE, :
T e ot ‘The essential commodities are:— \ ;

pable of nroducing food
. Imsucha case the goy;
ernment must have the right to em-
force cultivation,

Question ;f Prices

Then, as to prices.
en from 62s, 10d. per quarter to 76s, 3d,,
oats from 30s. 2d. to 47s. 3d., and bar-
ler has also inereased in a correspond-
ing degrec,

It we had not interfered in the po-
tato ciisiu the price would have risen!
to an enormous extent.
ment propose to guarantee & price for
wheat— 3

For this year of 60s. per quarter.

For the next two years 55s.

For the ensuing three years 45§ per
quarter.
After that the guarantee will come

n end,
The guaranteed price for oats will be

After this guarantee I hope farmers
pose to take that fizure (cheers.) We |will put their backs into the work and
have discussed the question of Wages | 80 help to defeat the greatest menace

‘that has ever threatened our shores. [
cided on the latter for various rea-{do not believe the farmers will fail;
ns . they will accept the labor available.
With rezard to Ireland, however, ' They need not apprehend that in the
we are assured that a wages hoard future the State will be indifferent to

oliury is that rents

in consequence of . 3
- is & safe,

t a man should sit National Drug & Chemical Company of Canada, Ltd,,

Distributors for the Maritime

The food and clothine and the main.
tenance of equipment of the civil.and
military’ population, both herd and

ok

abroad, %
Raw material for munitions, and
Houipment to war and for the fin-
dustries which were essential to the
national life or the national credit.
Anvthing beyond that was non-es
sential.

Wheat has ris- “There's n(). place
like home' when

Dispensable Imports

The question of dispensable and in.
dispenabl: imports has been gone in-
to by Sir Henry Babington Smith's
committee, and then by a Cabinet
committee, and the Cabinet acted on
the recommendations of the two com-
mittees. First, there were the ques-
tions of timber and minerals, with
which he had already dealt.

Next was the paper, both for news-
papers and packages, which absorbed
an enormous amount of tonnage.

b ety

The govern-

BIRTHS, DEATHS, MARRIAGES,

Reports to Registrar Jones for the
week ending Saturday were of 5 mar-
riages and 18 births—9 males and 9
females.

Seventeen deaths were reported to
the Board of Health last week as fol-
lows:—Pneumonia, two; old age, two;
heart disease, two; chronic myocar-

makes the pies,
cakes and bread.

“MORE BREAD AND
BETTER BREAD"”

the price

ditis, two; toxaemia, Bright's disease,
gastro enteritis, fracture of skull,

cerebral hemorrhage, carcinoma of
breast, tubercular peritonitis, tuberc-
ular meningitis, status lymphaticus,
each one.

The British Sailors.

Upwards of $12,000.00 was collected
here for the British Sailors' mu final contribution of $160.00,

Fund, in a campaign which closed
Saturday. Secretary R, E, Armstrong
forwarded €aturday afternoon the

 trouble to use them.”

prompt rellef and effect a complete
cure in cases of such severity.

They strengthen and invigorate the
heart, so that it beats strong and regu-
lar, and tone np the nervous system
80 that the cause of so much anxiety
becomes a thing of the past.

Mrs, M. O. McCready, Wapells,
Sask., writes: “I am not much of a
believer in medicines, but I feel that
it is only right for me to let you
know what your wonderful remedy
has done for me, and in a very short
time, too. I had suffered terribly with
my heart for nearly ten years, could
scarcely do any work and would near
ly smother at es. I had many reme.
dies, some only relieving me for a
time. I got a box of Milburn's Heart
and Nerve Pills and felt =0 much bet.
ter that I kept on using them, and
can truthfally say 1 feel like a new
woman,

“I would advise anyone with heart
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EXTRA POWER
2 BELTING

Increases the Piece-Worker’s
Daily Pay

In every factory some machines are preferred above others by
piece-workers. These machines run steadily, easily. The workers
make more money. They turn out more product. :

We have found a surprising number of cases where such preferred
machines are belted with Extra Power.,

We have found many workers asking for Extra Power on their.
machines,

They say that there are fewer stops because of belt trouble. They
say Extra Power delivers more power to the machine—that it does
not slip. They join with factory superintendents and purchasing
agents in agreeing that Extra Power wears longer.

Workmen have found Extra Power so good that they talk about it

and ask for it.

The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. of Canada, Limited

Branches:
ST. JOHN MONTREAL OTTAWA TORONTO HAMILTON LONDON
WINNIPEG REGINA CALGARY EDMONTON VANCOUVER
Service Station Stocks in smaller cities
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Mr. W, L. Grifith.

NATIONAL HOCKEY

ASSOCIATION |

———
Seattle, Wn., March 18.—Th
diens, Montreal, National Hoc
soclation champions, defeate
tle ,Pacific Coast Hockey As
champions, here last night, 8
first of & series of games
v;‘?ﬂd‘u hockey championship.
——— e
London, Mar. 16.—A British
boat destroyer of an old type
mine in the Haglish Channel 3
and was sunk. All the offic
gaved. One man was Kdlle

sailors are missing. It is ]
these men were drowned.

DIED.

8MITH—AL her residence,
cess street, Agnes C., wif
liam Smith, leaving her
one daughter and three sl

Funeral will take place on 1
2.30 o'clock p. m.

MORRISON—A¢{ his  fath
dence, 226 Prince Wm. |
Mareh 18th, Leonard J., O
Neil J., and Annie M. .
leaving father, mother an
ter mourn.

Funer:f will take place Tue
vice at 2,30 p. m. Friends

attend, &
PRIEST—At 70 High streel
N. B, on March 18th

Joseph Priest, in the 65
his age, leaving his wife
gons to mourn.

Funeral from his late Te
Tuesday, March 20th, at 2
(Boston and New Yo
please copy.)

DALEY—Suddenly, at M
the 17th inst., Fannie, b
of James Daley, leaving

and two daughters to ¥
088,

Funeral from hei late res
Princess street, on Tue
noon at two o'clock.

EVANS-—Suddenly, on the
at the residence of. he
Mrs. J. W. Ring, 219 I
Eliza J., wife of Samue
leaving a husband, on
and two grandchildren t

Funeral private, from he
dence on Tuesday at 2.
flowers by request.

GOOLDRUP—On Sunday
at her parents’
market Square, Bernic
in the 18th year of her

Funeral Tuesday morn

o'clock to the Cathedra

"gold by Al
st



