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What is the Biblu.and How Should
it be studied ?
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en mani‘estatic f e ) nably the Bible s
eligi Hérature elig nd religious move-
ments | had their tera Some of these
have been of great and e of le importance: We
therefore k next
What rre the 1 t tant Re eratures
Naturally tl e of the most important religions In
1 n tin ve have five: Brahwanism, Buddhism, Chris
Cor i m and Mohammedanism
n r ¢ S iy here |
ngs which we will call “specially sacred,” becau by the
adherents of its religion they have be ommenly viewed
1) as having special influevce with deit s having
m 1 DHre v il ( derty 1. €
( nsp ed 1 1 both these 1y
ti tant Religions of to-day, what writ
ings have been to pecially sacred
In I} man ' S t1 (hearing or revelat mg
Mantras (Vedic hymns), th thimanas and the Upan
ishads: B ! nl ts T 1k r three baskets; Christ
ity its 1 Moli=smmed v its Koran  As  these
acred’ writings i 1 book, a 1 Moham
race t i1 T 4 I many n iy
different times, as in Hrabmanism we a
4 To which division of these “Specially Sacre s
» [ible bel
I'he Greek title s which comes the very name “Dible
was used in the plural and meant boaks, I ter, throy

a meaningful gr

ending of eclension  for the singular of another, the
Latin word for m the singular. While we
should gladly ¢ ruth that is at least suggested

by this mistake, name'y, that there is a remarkable unity

in the Bible, vet we need to strongly emphasize to-day

what was implied by

:ly, that

a book, but as a

the Bible should be viewed simply a

ause it containg writings that from many ages

and from different places and circumstances  come to us as

t works of many minds. We natur«ly wondor how these
wthey were selected as

sacred. n of the number and
“specially red ' writings is what is

called the making of the Canon  There have been different

canons

5. How and when were the mo! of the

mportant canon
Bible made ?
Not

result of the

through same miraculous revelation, nor as the

ils, but rather through

acts of infallible co

a natural, general and more or leéss eritical process, the

and some of them ratified
cable

which were discussed

Notic

m) at Jamnia about go, A

results of

by different council these

among were (a)

D., the
towards
I'he third Conncil of
Carthage, near the close of the fourth century, at which all
the N. 1. (¢) The Council of Trent,
in which about the of the sixteenth
were

The Council {or discu

deliberations of which went a long way at least

finally settling the O. T. canon b)

. books were recogniz
middle
books of the Apocrypha
Canen of the Roman Catholic Church,
6. What conditions are necessary in order that there be a
definitely determined Bible regarded as a Sacred Authority ?
—As Infalible ?

(1) Writings regarded as specially sacred, and (a) an au-
thority to determine their number and extent,

century the

formally included .in the
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nly as

'nerrant, and (2) an authority regarded as infallible in de
1he rextent Roman Catholics
heir  Bible (determined and interpreted

s infallit Protestants  believe that
their  Bible it t authoritive, 1f tiey claim that

t il infa wuthor they too 1 t i slleving

thatall its writ a inerrant, a elieve that ther

t Hher a é w fa leter As a
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). Does ble t rec
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whera ¢l yepi \ e, yet the Bl

ntains, f 12 ] i forr 1 s and
for others, many ¢ 1 0. As; at

tin« 1 n ) ) ) t 1 on

maerra < 1 1 A ] 1 t nly
Bsu hey all are i i K
I In w g 0 v ) t ese and otl

. weerning 1 woof the 3

1) In the hght of t ) nia n
other religions, includin ) [ glons
wh 15 as that on th ! Moo b ne and that
up n the stone up N 18] nnu 1 de of
laws w n i of dmant
1) Of th 5 th 1 i I by

t effscts \ pot w | e) ) Lyer Ay

inspitation | | ly counected, we ask

next

e Ist A 1se in which a gious writings are

m
wd s extont that théy reveal the
mns, et [ those by, for 1d of whom

“12. How have t \ 1 the “speciall red

writings of the most im gion

[his 1s a question to VT 1
in a few senten Rev. 1. H. Barcows, D, Dy Lecturer m

the faiths

Comparative Relig

which dispute with Christi

are but tw

ly students o

God 1s savage, «

Koran speaks much of the Merciful On

tes and 15 not

15 dimmed by other at

credible. Islam isa crescent, a pale lunarsickle of gracious

truth in the skv of religion 1t s savd that Buddhism has

made Asia mid! It h«s done more than that, but it
can hardly be said that Buddinsm has made Asia
moral.” Its: founder, “driven into practical atheism
never uttered any messages of -divine love, and so

the ‘Gospel of Buddhba,” which modern scholars are com

“Wherever the Christ-

pling and printing, is a misnomer
tered into the thoughts of the nations

ian Scriptures have e .

men, though clinging to ather bibles, have been awakened

out of moral lethargy and have felt themselves both chal-

though they

lenged and condemned, even hold in

possession many scattered gems of ethical tiuth 1 the
Christian Scriptures we not only find the noblest precepts
which have been uttered by the sages and saints of the

non-Christian world, but confront a sacred literature

3

which, as it roflects the mind of Christ, is purified and
Instead of frag
itary and uncertain mutterings of the Spirit mixed with

transcendently glorious and life-givir

me
voices of baser tone, we have the full articu ate utterance of
the highest inspiration.N As space doeés not permit the
testitnony of others qualified to speak with authority, we
ask next
13. How do the “Specially Sacred Writings” of the most
important religions affect us ?
'o use Colenidge’s expressive word, the Bible ‘‘finds” us

While at
means

least in the others there is
God's

others do not

as t

muth that we by no look upon as

word, 1 , God's communication or revelation, at
least in the Uible there is much that comes to us
morally and religiously  so authoritive and inspiring
that we are inpressed that it was ‘given by m
piration In spite of (or even because of) the most criti-
ci vest tivns into the rehgiovs conceptions, ete,
revealed 1 the Bible  as compared  with  those revealed in
other “spreially sarred”  writings, the more we compare

r and more

Jews and

them tron
that to Hebrew
prog essive revelation
s of which  belps
and the

intelligent becomes our belief
early  Christians was given a
from God, appreciation of the pro-
to a better unde standing of

gressiven
1 truths in the Bible, and so of

bath the

its inspreation

ulties

14 t then is ‘he inspiration of the Bible ?
it is it the least that divine influencing of Hebrews, Jews

Christians 1o virtue of which  the Bible, as the
literature of Christianity, 15 morally and
writ

and earty
y saceed

eI
:r-:\gzmmv so much superior 1o the “specially sacred
ings ot any of the other most important relig ons

of such a view as this 15, that while it 1
) Views we
vay hold for ourselves, 1t gives us a vantage ground that

I'he advantage

to whatever narrower (

notcontary

h ugh hig

we inay easily take and successfully maintaw i our work
with any wiw, wiile behieving in divine 1nflue g, may
honestly doubt the truth of auy less comprehensive view

Koowledge comes through companson.  While for the sake
of the nght method we should be willing, in our profound
the result we may well be that
the Bible be teHigently compared, for instance, with S'ruts,
FripitaRa or Zend-Avesta Koran, [ believe that m its pro
duction the wlluence of the Holy Spirit was such that, when
thus compared, the Bible—especiatiy through its re
ol the son of God, His teaching, vicarious death, et
be found (to use a paradox) to be beyoud comparson
15.  What are its different kinds of hterature

Poetry u-~l»4‘\n\l y lyric), le,\tnr_v" prophecy, apocalyptic
writings, wisdom hiterature, gospels, and letters
16 What were 1ts original languages and whbat the
tuagint and Vulgate translations?

Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek  The Septuagint, the trans
lation of which was beguu less than three ceuturies B, C,
was the Greek version of the Pentateuch and more or less of
the O. T. and otter Jewish wntings The
translated by Jeronie about tour centurizs A. 1)
Laun version.of the Bible

conlidence AnKious,

elation

will

Sep

Vulgate,
becime the
“popular

7. What are the most important English translations ?

Wyc ilt's (1382,) Tyndale s, Coverdale s Genevan, Bishop's
Rheims and Douai, Authonzed (1611), Revised (N T, 188y
O, 1, 1885) Twentieth Century New estament, 1301
18, What are the advantages of using different trans
lations

1) Of counteracting the tendency to magfy the letter
rather than the spint Of getting a ter appreciat
\ of the thought 1selt, eeause 1t L €eN 1N more
than one was
19: Lo what have the chief classes erpretations
been due, and what bave beea theic effect

(a F'o the sepatation of the text from the ext. (b)
I'o the fitore to consider  the  times aivd Circumstances in
which the writing ongnated. () *To taking ligurative
language hterally () To . taking hteral language

uratively. (e) To

naccuriate  steess on separate words
e results have' becn the obscaring of the teuth, the prr-
petaation of the evils of Bible times, the 1
the awakening of doubt, ete

20. - What are the important steps in true Bible study ?
tting the mea ungs the authors intended to convey
(b) Getting and arranging historically the facts in and
back of the author’s thoughts. (¢) Getting the truthsin and
back of these facts and thoughts.  hough we state them
brielly, let us not fail to get their great ‘mportance.

21, What are the prerequisites for taking these steps, and
for rightly considering all religious questions ?

Common sense, knowledge, and spiritual insight. A
spiritually minded though ignorant old woman may obtain
more helplul tuthe in her Bible reading than are obtained
by an unspritual German speciahist o his Bible study
While thys we must insist most sttongly on the importance
of spiritual msight, yet it should be clearly understood that
it does not take the place of scholarship. I, therefore on
the strength of h's spinitual insight as untrained man, or -
even one compara iv. ly well trained, but not a specialist in
the difficult and in the nunute historical and literary quest.
1ons makes dogégtic assertions concerning these, you may
be pardoned it you mutely think that he is somewhat lack-
mg in our first prerequisite in Bible study. If 'n support of
his view he claims that the Spirit of God is nfallible he
may be asked 1f he himself is infallible in deciding the degree
and extent to which the Holy Spirit has enlightened him,
Whenever it is asserted 1hat if we were all guided by the in-
fallible Spirit we_would not disagree, the truth in the asser-
tion is thatto the extent we are all guided by the Holy Spirit
we would not disagree; but who of us s infallible in deciding
the exact d gree and extent of our guidance oy the infall-
ible Holy Spirit?  As enougin perhaps has been written to
guard agamst the common error of thinking that
wherever and to the extent others do not agree with us
concerning the inspiration and the interpretation of the
Bible, it is bacause they have not the insight of our spirit-
ual minds, [ bring this summary of our work tva close,
with the prayer that there abide with us common sense,
knowledge, spiritual insight, these thyee; and the greatest
of these s spiritual insight through the personal guidance
of the Holy Spirit, who gave us the Bible, and who is to
lead us into all the truth,

I hope to follow this summary with an article on “Why
we should study the Bible?" H. F. Wanine,

Dec. 27, 1903
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