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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

An Address Delivered Before the Conven-
~ tion at Moncton.
BY REV. J. D. FRERMAN,

it is well that someone
‘should say a word apon
l- -chmh:hmphﬁutnh&ﬂm edu-

&WW

sometimes say that our educational imstitutions sre
located nWOlhilh. I would remind you that they are

hroughonut these provi from Campbeliton
to Halifax md from St. S!ephcn !o Sydney. Wherever
there is a Baptist home, a Bapti , & Baptist farum,
& Baptist. wo:hlnp n hptht eonnllng honn, you have

a Baptist ed The schools should
not bn-ldhd with the whole responsibility for educa-
tional They rep the crest of the

educationsl wave, and they can only be maintained and
forwarded in their work as they are upborne upon the
broad bosom of the supporting sea. The sea is the
people. They live and move and have their being in us.
If henceforth no breath of educational impulse should
blow upon us as a people, the college wonld scon dis-
appear, as in & calm the wave dies down into the indis-
tinguishable dead level of the ocean. Then the very
deep would rot. Not only so, but the college must get
its flavor from the people as the wave gets its flavor from
the sea. If there is to be a savour of life in the schools
at Woltville, it will be becanse we have it in our homes
and churches. If Acadia tastes of God, it is because we
are & God-impregnated people. We look to our brethren
in the achools {o eatch for us the first rays that fall from
the rising sun of science ; v-oxpoet them to scan the
m of knowledge with a broader outlook than . we

can commund--they have the altitude for that—but we
should not expect them to greet truth with any Instier
cheer, ortransmit it with any keener zest than we do
ourselves. We are insi for educati every
one of us, under the great seal of the Kingdom. Untila
man loses his interest in Christian lue. he cannot surren-
der his int in Christi d

For the tlook and ref of education is
toward life and it enlargement. Education ia the effort
to produce the life-full personality. Thivgs have educa-
tive value and potency according as they make for & rich
and abounding. lifé in men, The greatest educator that
ever appeared upon this planet, the one whose thought
bas proved most germinal, whose spirit most quickening,
whose discipline most salutary and resultful, went about
his work with the words on his lips: * I came that they
may have life and bave it more abundantly."”

Now since education is tributary to life, the question
pressea—What is life? What is your life? How do you
gauge it, how mark itsebband flow? We are not seeking
a close scientific definition of life in the abstract, but a
handy workable statement of our crystallized experience
concerning human life. "Will you accept this : ** Life is
the Response of one’s being to the Universe about him
and the God above him ?''  If that be true, then the more
varied and full-toned the response, the ampler the result-
ant life willbe. And whatever wakes this response is
‘educative. It e-du-cates, leads ont the capacity, to be
filled with the content for which it was crested. This is
the business of education.

A child is born into the world., *‘ He is a st in

e AN M N DG

ST. JOHN, N. B, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28. 1901. :

hie entrance into the world environment makes appeal to
him and k He responds to the air, and
breathes ; bthnugu.uduu.mmnd.udhnu to
hhuouur and feeds. The first ray of light that falls
umu.mglmu-mmwum
'r” first sound that atrikes

it m r palsy ﬁ}
Againet the of
" If now, he is favorably conditioned and

« oation is properly the work of the people at large. We

led the responses will come thick and fast. Heds a
bundie of possibilities, 8 harp of a thousand strings that
may be made to vibrate in sympathy with everything ia
earth and air and sea andsky. He will come to adjust
himself to his surroundings, and cSordinate himeelf with
the universe. He will learn to walk and run and swim ;
to speak and read and write and sing ; to plough and
paint and carve and build. In all this he is making his
response to the universe, The same fact holds
his mental and emotional activities, When he calculates
and contrives, when he weeps and wonders, when he
loves or hates, when he is touched by the tender
radiance of the dawn or awed by the tempest's power, or
racked by pain, or harrowed by grief, or drenched with
the darkness of mystery, he is making his personal re-
sponse to the universe about him, °

Do you see where this thonght leads us? If the re-
sponse of one's body to the physical elements about him
be full-toned and harmonious, he will have abounding
physical life. If the respomse of his intellect to the
thought provoking facts of nature and humanity be
quick and clear and stron§ he will enjoy large mental
life. But, suppose there is no response from his spirit to
the living God? Or suppose that response be but feeble,
partial, abortive ? Then at the hpdhl- he is an un-

egeh oy

“ O life lalife when ‘tis seen in God.”

This is life that we may know God through Jesus Christ,
We only live in the truest sense as we come l0 under-
stand the mind of God, to rest in the love of God, to en-
joy the lellowshlpolood bfnlthopomdod.ud
according to our cap the purpose of God.

And herein lies the u‘nmt for Chiristian education.
Isit nota forceful and compelling one? In Christian
education we seek first of all to arouse the religious
faculty and summon the spirit of man toanawer to the
fact of God. Our watchword is, **In the beginning—
God’’! That isour domi note, in h y with
which we seek to lead forth all the powers of the per-
sonality into full choir and chorus. It is thus we make
onr contribution to human life, calling upon the highest
faculty within man to respond to the highest fact and
farce about him and above him.

In contrast with this—the Christian ideal of educatd
—how pitifully poor and mean are the ideals of education
avowed by the bulk of our péople to-day. The vast
majority of them still proceed upon the assumption that
the aim of education is to produce money-makers. The
young are to be fitted for making a living rather than for
living a life. Prop instead of p ality is the end in
view. louynpnthnhodln(hm’hwdy
as it ylelds dividends in dollars. Knowledge is & nseless
commodity except as it can be converted into cash. Now
the idea must not be tolerated for a moment, that Chrle-

a strange land. To nothing is he a g stranger

tian Education holds itself aloof from industrial and com-

ager than
to bimeelf. He has no suspicion of the capacities that
are in him for apprehension, for joy and suffering, for
varied emotion and passion, for action and eternal dura-
tion,” He has no consclousness of & past, Whether he
is the first child of the first man, or the last in a success-
iom of myriads of generations, he knows not, So of the
space arotind him and what isin it, To him, the walls
of his little room are the limit of the universe and the
persons who hover about his cradle the ouly beings it
contains, Of wide plains, and high mountains, and
broad oceans, of an infinite space with its sunp and
aystema, of the multitudes of men and the myriada of the
heavenly hosts, he has not the slightest apprehension,
So also of the future. He knows nothing of to-morrow ;
has no exp fons ; is imprisonéd in (he present passing
moment.

But st the birth moment the education of the child

begine. In part it is spontaneous. Immediately upon.

ial life. It pays reverent heed.fo man's material
needs. Accepting joyfully the facts of our material re-
sources in this country, it stands ready to play a leading
part in their develépment, It aims to send each man to
his special task in a freer spirit and with & fingr skill.
Thus it is bound to be richly productive everywhere, en-
hancing wealth and bringing comfort into every home.
Undoubtedly, a good education is a valuable and perman-
ent commercial asset.

Vet this result ia secondary, mot primary to our
thought. A man may sit down to six-course dinners
every day, and still his soul be shrunken and starved. A
country may grow rich and populous- while decaying at
the core. What shall it profit the nation to geiu the
whole world, and lose its own soul? Not wealth and
mulmmmkenmmtrﬂym but the quality
of its hood and hood. What sort of man
shall all this social, industrial and educstional mechanism
shape ? The ultimate question is, mot, how much shall
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this child gather and spend, but, ** what manuner of child

shall this be
‘We should remember also, that where life is not placed
under the dominance of the moul intelligence, not re-
sponsive to God, educati my a perilous thing.
t makes

ww wellngwa
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telligence : crﬁnno( mo&rl(hyl.

A men must have knowledge of diugs before he can com-

pound the subtle polson, He must be an expert in
figures before be can successfully falsify the acccuuts of
abank. Itisnot *‘the man with the hioe,” the light of
whose brain has been blown out, that society has most to
fear, but the man with the pen, the man with the sur-
geon's knife, the man with the political pull, whose cou-
science is corrupted and who has no fear of God before
his eyes. The operations which most menace us are not
those of the thug, the sand-bugger, the safe-cracker, but
those of a consclenceless, chracterless intelligence. The
mafety of our land lies in putting intelligence under the
guidance of couscience exercised in the fear of God. It
is this we seek to do.

The first grip of the problem must be taken in the
home. Life Is often shamefully stunted and sterilized be-
cause no rations), persistent, orgunized effort is made to
quicken the child in the home life. His questionings
are discouraged, because we are too lazy or ignorant to
answer him, His bright enthusiasms for the life that is
about him in bird and bug, in worm and fish and flower,
and tree, are sacrificed to & spotlesa frock and & clean

pair of shoes. We fear dirt and noise more than we do’

death and the devil, And we pay the pemalty in the
mental and moral arwemia of our children. For after the
first spontaneity of nature has died down, thereis a
tendency d eluggish to be reckoned
Humean sature gravitates towards e2usuality, '!‘hl lbn
comie indolently and a rel to though

soul. There are men to-day who wonld rather be Iuged
drawn and quartered than do a bit of consecutive, vigor-
ous thinking. Their mental machinery has grown so
rusted that "twould be tortare to set it in motion a gain-
It was stopped away back in childhood's days by a heavy
parental hand. Like ** grandfather's clock,” ** stopped
short, never to go again.”

We have also much to do with educational work in the
church. Inall her departments of activity the church
is, or should be, an educational institution ; in Sun-
day-school with its mothering touch coalescent with the
influence of the home, iu the Young People's Society with
its culture work, in the -meeting with its stimula-
ting tla:ht and wonh}p. n the preaching service where
the will of God as revealed in holy writ ia
mhm-lnmmndodinteruumd duties.

like its Founder came that the le ht luﬂ
life and b‘:ve it abundantly i

also lot Christian Education in the
public of this country. If this is a Christian
country, the public school should be held level with the

not mean that the achool shall teach religiom dogma It
does not mean that you tack on a Bib'e.reading at one
the i the catech at the other. But
it does mean that teachers in this country should be men
and women who respond to God as well as to the works
of His handa  As one has well said, what we need is not
80 much the Bible in the school as the Bible in the school-
m. More and more we shall have the life we desire
in the school as we have it in ths home and church,

up from home and church aud school we shall
lau‘uln multitnde of our youth to receive the
hﬂlﬂllbh benefits of the Christian college.” Then our
brethren at Wolfville will do their work with a joy and
effectiveness anch as they have not yet known. Befare
lnd responsive miuds aud hearts they will bring
the treasures of science, of philosophy, of lterature,
of hhnty In the full blazs of all the light that pours in
from the Christian horizon they will lud our sops and
in the way of life. Mighty ja the Spirit of

ti'{ will be used to il imagination, heart and

will 'hll 11 the fulpess of God

and brethren | We are fellow-workers. We

ma hﬂ in different augles and on various sections of the

but we are working on one building, the splendid,
immortal Temple of Truth. Here we meet to and
chieer cach other. May great heartening come to us all |
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Our country and our freedom fair,

Within thy mder love enfold
. This had : for all thy people cire,
above our fortunes high,
IIO( .gond we have make us et
better things that in thy heavens le :

still, amid the fever and the fret

1 this eager life, our thoughts on ther,
hope, the strength, the of all the free.
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