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A Visit to the1 Home of the LepersI*

BY THB BEACHCOMBER, IN THB HALIFAX DAILY ВОНО.

It often be*Ins by » sense Of lassi
tude which laite about six months; 
the» fawn-colored patches 
different parts of the body, 
form; the skin becomes numb; the 
throat Alls with tubercles, the fingers 
and toes rot off; the eyesight Is destroy
ed. the body wastes away and death 
brings relief to the most disfigured, 
loathsome sufferer.

The lepers, during the progress of the 
disease, are subject to many Ills Inci
dent to their malady and respond well 
to treatment. Even operations for the 
removal of dead bones are quickly re
covered from.

Many sad stories are told of those 
who contracted the disease and had to 
leave everything in the world at a mo
ment’s notice and hurry away to the 
Lazaretto to wait for death. I talked 
with one, an English woman from An
napolis County, who has been In the 
Lazaretto for about four years. When 
I went in, she was writing to the hus
band and two little children whom she 
had left behind her In the world. “1 
expect they get on very badly without 
me,” she said sadly, “and I am always 
praying that the children may not de
velop the disease." This victim can 
only account tor the presence of the 
disease In one way; she lived for a 
time' In the West Indies, and used to 
have her washing done by a young girl 
who afterwards developed leprosy and 
died of It, although she had no symp
toms of it at the time when contagion 
must have taken place. As yet, the 
disease has not made much progress 
In this victim. Her hands and face are 
swollen and discolored, and her eye
sight la beginning to fail! but there are 
no ulcere.

northern part of New Brunswick. The 
origin of leprosy In New Brunswick Is 
based on tradltlôn. It Is said that 
many years ago, two sailors came from 
the Levant, and landed at Caraquet, 
not far from Tracadle. They were 
suffering from some disease at the time 
of their arrival. Two women in Cara
quet washed the clothes of these men 
and were attacked.by tbe юте disease, 
which was afterwards diagnosed as 
leprosy. Previously to the disease 
appearing on them they had moved to 
Tracadle, married and had children.
These children In turn married, and 
nearly all had the disease one after 
another. Many of their neighbors con
tracted the disease, and the scourge 
was spreading rapidly, when the atten
tion of the dominion government was 
called to the matter, and a lazaretto 
was built on Sheldrake Island, near 
Chatham. N. B. In 1844 this building 
was destroyed by fire, and the present, 
a substantial stone structure, was 
erected at Tracadle, and the lepers re
moved thither. Segregation was for
merly not enforced aa strictly as It is 
now, and the spread of the disease was 
undoubtedly due to this fact. For the 
past ten or twelve years, leprous per
sons have been promptly removed to 
the lazaretto and the disease Is rapidly 
dying out In New Brunewlok.

The number of lepers at Tracadle has 
been reduced from 40 to about half that 
number, and In a few years more will 
probably have disappeared entirely.
There are patients there from various 
parts of Canada, but in no other local
ity has it ever been widespread. The 
Lazaretto is supported by the Domin
ion Government and all demands for 
the comfort of the unfortunate Inmates 
are promptly complied with.

Some years the whole world was car
ried away with admiration of the noble 
self-saorlflce of Father Damien, who 
went to the Sandwich Islands to give 
the rest of his life to the work of ad
ministering to the wants of the lepers 
there. He fell a victim to the disease 
himself, and few men In our generations 
have received so much of popular adul
ation. It was all deserved, yet his sac
rifice was no greater, his life no more 
heroic, than that of the gentle slaters 
of mercy who have devoted their lives 
to the lepers at Tracadle. They, too. 
have said Good Bye to the World for
ever and £iven themselves to this 
loathsome community; they 
and die there and it ipay be 
disease whose every horror they have 
seen. The Lazaretto la visited dally by 
Dr. A. C. Smith one of the chief au
thorities on leprosy oh this continent, 
who has made it a life study; and to 
wbornait is still, as lb Is to all others, 
the mysterious disease. At the Inst ; 
meeting of the British Medical Associa- of his voyages 
tlon eminent pt",o,<^nr,c men nf wiiif» married on his 
experience with
leprosy took exactly opposite views as
to the disease and the danger of con- ■ ■■
taglon. There seems to be a growing the parish priest to break the terrible 
opinion, however, that it is only an ns- news to the young girl, which natural- 
gravated form of tuberculosis. But ly he was loath to do. 
this Is certain that it is hopeless and in- watching eagerly for the ship and her

lover, saw It coming one day, and ran

however, Its hand waZ growing feeble, f fruition of their loves may not be
denied them.

In the rear of the Lazaretto at Tra
cadle there le a little footpath wind
ing Its way through the fields to the 

Her spiritual adviser was sit- seashore. Looking at it from the .la
zaretto and thinking of the poor weary 
feet which had worn It there in thz 
years. I thought It the most plaintive 

awaiting her In and touching inanimate thng I ever 
saw. Along his path the lepers limp 
or grope their way to the seashore and 
In the sunny mornings they elt on the 

She beach and look away out to sea and 
wonder If God has forgotten to be gra
cious. They may go no place else; 

ou and Indeed they do not try to. They 
have not, of course, as had the leper» 

••Yes,” she said weariedly, “I sup- of the Bible times to cry out as they 
pose I do, but 1 think now I'd like walk, "Unclean! Unclean!” because no 
to He quietly In the grave for about one goes near them and they never at- 
flfty years first and get a good rest." tempt to leave that beaten path or go 

Of all God's creatures, (and when back to the world again. This Is the
entire round of their life; down to the 
seashore In the morning; back to the 
charnel-house in the evening; no hopes, 
no ambitions, no loves, no hatreds— 
only waiting for Death, which seems 

Their constant cry, we pitifully slow In coming; having stop
ped maybe, in his uneven stride, to 
breathe on some young life with every
thing In the world to live for.

But sad and terrible as Is the posi
tion of the lepers now. It was much 
more so before any systematic attempt 
was made to collect them under one 
root and minister to their most urgent 
wants. With the exception of a small 
colony mostly Chinese in British‘Col
umbia, all of Canada's lepers are in 
this lazaretto in Tracadle, a entail 
village in Gloucester county In the

The world le full enough of sorrow 
and pathos; the heart in tune may 
find1 it everywhere, and ite variety Is 
Infinite», it is not necessarily the sor
row for the dead, which Is acutest; 
Borrow for the abandoned living may be 
more bitter by far; and to me, at leaet. 
there Is less pathos In the eight of the 
dead child In Its little coffin of white, 
gone before the Judgment Seat with tie 
unspoiled soul, than In the sight of the 
cultured man of fifty working In a 
menial position who has failed In his 
own eyes and In the eyes of the world. 
The dead—well, they are dead, and to 
some of them nothing In their life be
came them like the leaving of It. To 
you, perhaps. Death Is the ugly figure, 
relentlessly trailing us down—or lying 
In ambush always just ahead; but to 
some. It Is the white-robed Image of 
Peace, which we are forbidden to urge 
to our threshold, but which, when It 
comes, is the welcomeet of visitors.

I heard a story the other day of an 
old lady In this city, who spent the 
greater portion of what muet have 
seemed to her a needlessly long exist
ence, in a never-ending struggle to keep 
body and soul together outside of the 
poorhouse. For years she had known 
Bothlng with a semblance of pleasure 
qnd enjoyment, and her only bright 
®Zye where those when she saw the 

of a little more work than usual 
ef fcer—for without work she

_____  set IMt an* those of an older
generation» have a tradition that life, 
even a life of suffering, Is something 
which must be accepted and clung to 
»o long as It dings to us. At last.

and the old lady was contentedly un
locking her grasp, and the worn fing
ers with their swollen Joints and cal
loused flesh were lying quietly by her 
side.
ting at her bedside, trying to prepare 
her mind for the change so eoon to 
take place, and dilating upon the 
pleasures and glorl 
a better, or at least, a more refined ex
istence; of the singing and praising, the 

whch she

appear on 
and ulcere
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harping and triumphing In 
would soon be a participant, 
shocked him by saying that she didn’t 
want anything of the kind. "WhatI" 
he said, In injured amazement, "do y 
not want to go to a better world 7”
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looking at them you sometimes are 
compelled to wonder If they can be 
God's creatures) those who must long 
the most to be delivered from the body 
which they are doomed to Inhabit, are 
the lepers, 
should imagine, would be for a speedy 
delivery from the body of death te 
which, like the Roman prisoners, they 
are chained. Yet even they, the most 
loathsome beings on earth, have had 
Interests and lovers and hopes and 
fears; but now how little hope, and 
what a tormenting, never-ending fear! 
Many of them have left behind them 
in the world from which they are hence
forth forever shut off. wives or child
ren or sweethearts, to be reunited only 
In a land where, let us hope, the
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So ще years ago, three healthy per
sons came from Mlramlchl, N. B., to 
work In the lumber camps. They work
ed in the same camp with a leprous In
dividual and contracted the disease 
with the one and Invariable result. 
There are some romantic stories told 
in connection with sisters who have 
devoted their lives to nursing In the 
Lazaretto. One Is of a .French lady, a 
daughter of a nobleman, whose lover 
died of some malady shortly before 
i heir wedding day. She, it Is said, sold 
lier property and vowed to devote her 
wealth and the rest of her life to the 
most terrible form of suffering she could 
find. With this aim in view, she came 
to Tracadle to nurse the lepers and 
lived among them fqr some time. About 
four years ago she moved to a similar 
institution in Louisiana.
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. die of the
Joyously to the priest to tell Mm the 
good news. He had to explain to her, 
then, why he could not rejoice with her 
and that she and her lover were dead 
to each other forever on earth. Heart
broken, she wèHj) to Montreal and en
tered a convent. Later on, she obtain
ed permission to return to Tracadle to 
nurse the lepers among them her lover, 
who, when stricken with the disease, 
had cursed God for afflicting him so. 
She was with him until his death, and 
brought him to a hope of a reunion In 
a land where the lepers have cast off 
their sores and where no one Is un
clean.

As has already been said the disease

Is (ly
tim.v і »
In її» ■
havcjj'i- - ,
One iMtifm •. 
over Ixwiivy л-.І, 
a lepiuus реї м 
than ten years.

In the evening, us we !••(■' 
the men were coming up 
lorosa from the shore, Bto"!> 
fully making their way L;»< : 
another long night In.their 1 
«-a line of God’s images dis!' 
defiled; and we were ashamed hat v o 
had ever murmured simply t•■••• і .is? v. u 
were poor.

• %
£4* There is a local story well known and 

the saddest of all. A young girl in 
Trâradle was engaged to be married to 
a seafaring man ; he sailed away on one 

and they were to be 
return. While at sea.
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hyslcians, men of wide married on 
patients afflicted with he developed leprosy and was segregat- 
ctl ed from the others, being put in the 

Word was sent to ■t.M bold of the vessel.

G.*: l ;• l

The maiden,

MB LAZARETTO AT TRACADIB, N. R curable.

TO WASH COLORED GARMENTS.
Delicately colored socks and stock

ings are apt to fade in washing. If 
they are soaked for a night in a pail 
of tepid water containing a half pint 
of turpentine, then wrung out and 
dried, the colors will "set" and they 
can afterwards be washed without fa
ding.

For calicos that fade, put a teas pc i«, 
ful of sugar of lead into a pailful ot 
water and soak the garment fifteen 
minutes before washing.

yesterday, a lighted candle fell onSHROUD AFIRE BURNS BODY.
the drapery surrounding the slab on 
which the corpse had been placed and 
the drapery was soon a mass of flames.

Cries of the women attracted Edward 
J. Spencer, the elevator man, who was 
burned about the hands In extinguish
ing the flames. The hair and flesh ot 
the body were singed and scorched.

TEST UNIQUE LIFEBOAT.

Twenty-Eight Men and a Load of Stone 
Fall to Capsize Collapsible Craft In 
East River.
Twenty-eight men and a load of stone 

to make a total weight of 4,900 pounds 
failed to capsize the Engelhardt col
lapsible lifeboat at a series of trials 
yesterday In the East River off Long 
Island city.

The boat under test Is built of can
vas, weighs 1,300 pounds, and occupies 
one-third the space taken by the re
gulation lifeboat полу In use. While In 
Its compact or collapsible form, the 
boat was boarded by more than twenty 
men. It was opened In less than Іеді 
seconds. Following several tests, It 
was loaded with stone and then board
ed by txventy-elght men. The strange 
craft easily retained Its buoyancy.

The boats close together something 
after the fashion of an accordion. They 
are very shallow, 
yesterday's experiments is twenty feet 
long, with seven feet beam. It Is buoy
ed up with a woolly substance Import
ed from South Africa known as kopac.

NEVER САМЇГтО ST. JOHN.
I’m a bumped and battered freight car 

. on a sidetrack in the yard;
I am resting—resting gladly, for my life 

Is cruel hard,
And Г seldom find an hour when I'm 

Idle or at home,
For I'm usually loaded and am out 

upon the roam.
I've been shunted in Toronto, I’ve been 

switched in old Quebec;
I've been stranded in Vancouver, get

ting mended from a wreck;
I've been snowed In down by Truro, I 

was wrecked at Council Bluffe, 
When the strike was In Chicago I was 

stoned by savage roughs.
I've hauled apples to the seaboard, also 

Manitoba wheat;
I have camped within the atockyarde 

till they filled me full of meat;
I have stood between the tourist and the 

the Nova Scotia shore,
And have been to Rossland also, where 

they filled me full of ore. 
fI have hauled the toll-scared hobo by 

the dozens, and by ones,
I have carried honest poor men In my 

longer westward runs;
I have rümbléd o’er the coast Hne ot 

scenery he thought 
Should be seen from sleeper window, 

when a "guide book” he had 
bought.

I have often loet an axle when the train 
wae wrecked, and stood 

For a week until the workmen found 
the time to make it good.

I've been everywhere, seen all thing* 
been In eunehlne, rain and snow, 

I've ben Idle for a fortnight, then for 
months upon the go.

I’m a bumped and battered freight car 
on a sidetrack in the yard:

There ere chalk marks 4on my body— 
- these my only calling card.

But I see the pony engine coming for 
me on the fly—

No Idea where I’m going or what for, 
but—bump—good-by!
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WILL EUROPE. RETALIATE ? While the family of Peter Trier, a 
travelling salesman, who died on Thurs
day in his apartment on the third floor 
at Nos. 104 end 106 East 116th street, 
New York, were planning the arrange
ments for his funeral in an adjoining

Bicyclists and all athletes depend orf 
BENTLEY'S LINIMENT to keep thei< 
Joints limber and muscles in trim.Probable Attitude to British Protection—Foreign Manu- I 

facturer» Wm Erect Factories In England. I
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(Toronto News.)
One of the turning points In the dis

cussion in England on Mr. Chamber
lain’s fiscal policy le the question as to 
what would be the attitude of foreign 
countries to Great Britain If such a pol
icy were carried out? The opponents 
ef a protectionist policy fear that It 
would provoke a general tariff war In 
which Great Britain would come out 
at the short end of the horn. On this 
question much light is thrown by P. H. 
Burton, of Toronto. In an Interview 
with a News representative today, 
touching three of the European na
tions, Germany, France and Bwltzer- 
land, the commercial pulse of which 
countries he had ooeaslon to eound on 
this, question on bis recent annual visit 
to the continent. Mr. Burton's opinion 
Is that of a business man who for thirty 
years has been doing business with 
manufacturers In Europe, and le, there
fore In dose touch with the trend of 
opinion there on commercial matters.

AS TO GERMANY.
Respecting Germany, Mr. Burton 

said; "German manufacturers are re
garding Mr. Chamberlain’s proposals 
with genuine alarm. I talked with sev
eral of them, and, naturally, they were 
not at ell pleased with the proepect for 
trade with the British Empire. I was 
asked, what was the matter with Can
ada that she had Imposed the surtax 
on German goods? I replied that the 
matter was with themselves, for While 
the United States practically barred 
out their goods with a high tariff Ger
many granted them the benefit of the 
most favored nation clause and charged 

- them only 8s duty a quarter for their 
wheat, while they charged Canada with 
her comparatively low tariff lie. a 
quarter. To this they had no answer. 
Nor when I pointed out that Chamber- 
lain was simply doing the work of con
solidating the British Empire, ^ whleh 
Bismarck did of consolidating the Ger
man Empire, though unpopular to for
eign countries, could they dispute the 
Justice ot it In fact. German manu
facturers look upon the Chamberlain 
proposals as Inevitable, and they are 
preparing to meet them. Perhaps a 
concrete example wm explain how. A 
manufacturer of mantles, one of the 
chief Industries In Germany, eald to me

that If Great Britain put on a duty of 
10 per cent, he would Immediately erect 
a factory In England for the British 
trade. Where there Is competition In 
England In the manufacture of those 
lines which are made In Germany, a 
duty of 10 per cent, would turn the bal
ance at which It would be profitable for 
German manufacturers to ship to Eng
land against them, and they would be 
compelled to build factories In Eng
land or lose the trade altogether. Un
doubtedly that le what will happen.

AS TO FRANCE.
“In France the case le similar. There 

le one particular Industry there that 
may be mentioned—the woolen Indus
try In the North of France. As you 
know, the manufacture of woolen cloth 
In Europe Is specialized Into different 
departments, as the spinning, weaving 
and dyeing, each of which requires a 
separate plant, and Is sometimes sub
divided again. There is a certain kind 
of short wool which comes from South 
America, which requires a special kind 
of plant for combing, and this industry 
the manufacturers In the North of 
France have practically secured the 
whole control of, and are shipping large 
quantities of this kind of cloth to Eng
land. At the same time, talking to one 
of these French manufacturers. I learn
ed that If Chamberlain succeeded In 
putting on a duty of Б per cent, it would 
almost shut off the possibility of profit 
to them in shipping to England, and If 
10 per cent, were put on they would 
have to move their plants to England 
for the British trade.

eWITBERLAND’S ATTITUDE.
“The altitude of Bwltserland Is Inter

esting, even though that country does 
not rank very Important either as a 
competition or a market for foreign 
trade. It shows the selfishness of na
tions when Germany grants to the 
United States, with Its prohibitive tar
iff, the benefit of this most favored 
nation clause, but no concession what
ever to the little nation of Swiss, whose 
average rate of tariff le only 12 1-1 per 
cent. The people In Bwltserland are 
naturally sore at this treatment, and 
they welcome Chamberlain’s policy, ae 
they think that the protectionist na
tions will receive s doee of their own 
medicine.”
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The boat used In

ПГЧТЕ curse of mankind is constipation. Nine* 
J, tenths of the ailments we nave can be 

traced to constipation. The bowels are for 
no other earthly purpose but to cleanse and keep 
clean and in working order our systems. Con
stipation is more prevalent among women than 
men, but it is too common in both. You may 
imagine you have dyspepsia, or chronic head
ache, or rheumatism, or heart affections, or bad 
blood causing eruptions—you may feel dull and 
ambitionless. Unless your case nas been diag
nosed and you know otherwise, the^chances 
are your trouble is constipation, 

і Laxa-Cara Tablets, if taken after meals, 
draw nature into her natural course and 
keep the bowels regular and in healthy 

a action. Ordinarily a short treatment will 
5* prove sufficient. In stubborn cases 
V several boxes maybe needed. It is only 
У a question of a short time, however, when 
w the whole intestinal system will be made 
strong and.naturally active. Then Laxa» 
Cara Tablets should be stopped.
They eome In small, ehooolste-oesled form, easy to tafce and palatable# 

From the first day you will feel their gentle but eure effect. 
Price SS cent» a bo* nt your druggleVs, or by mall peetpald on receipt

ef price.
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FRANK WHEATON
FOLLY VILLAGE, N. aV SOU І0ЕНТ rot Cl*ADAwell-known Tammany man wae men

tioned. some one asked tf he wae very

"Hardly," replied Mr. Lewis. “He 
puts up-a good bluff, but there le no
thing to him. Open the front door and 
you are In me ba*k yard."

QUICK TRANSIT.

gfy. (Philadelphie Poet).
Alfred Henry Lewie wae dteoueetng

politics wttb e party of friend» In the 
Hoffman House In New York, when a
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