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A Graphic Accountof tﬁe Orlgm .Of't_hg{‘Avwful
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Heroié Fire Fighfers Who
Risked All to' Save
L, 557

Homeless Sufferers Who Ask
the Sympathy. of
AL

Q

Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 11.—The city of
New Westminster from 11:15 on Satar-
-day night until 5 o'clock this morning
was a hell of roaring flames and now
the town is a mass of rnins. | ‘

The business portion of the town has
been completely wi'ped v&it, m fact the
«city has been practically s
face of the earth, and it would require
.about two million and a half ‘dollars to
replace the property destroyed, The fire
‘began in some hay on Brackman & Ker’s
wharf -about 11:15. The rcrosyd which
promenaded:up./and dewn: : iaistreet
‘on Saturday, as is usual af fhe close of
the week, had thinned out.' - All were
home or on their way home, saving little
.gatherings of men which lingered on the
:street corners. These groops were sud-
-denly startled by a dall boom from a
mearby bell, and scarcely had they shout-
ed “fire” than a  bright = shower of
sparks was seen to rise from ‘the river
front near the city market building. The
clatter of the hose carts. along the al-
most deserted thosoughfares. and - the
ringing of fire gongs rapidly filled the
streets again and the size of the blaze
indicated surely enough to the southward

- Thurrying crowds that ‘the fire was going

to be a big one. i
" Meanwhile the firemen had Tocated the
blaze in a huge pile of hay, about 200

tons in all,-which was_stored on/Brack-

man & Ker's wharf. ~The haw wag-as:

.dry-as tinder; for it had been there since

* early. ini the Seasen; and the sfltry Snm-

mer had ;ﬁqroughji prepared-it foran oc-:

casion like that of Saturday® night: L Sl “parallel with Frong, p

mearest hydrants were located and the
hose attached, but even while this was
being done the whole roof of the Brack-
‘man & Ker building burst into-a blaze
and speedily fell. The  stern-wheel
steamer Edgar, which had tied up to the
wharf shortly before 10 o’clock, was by
this time enveloped " in flames. Her
cables parted and she drifted-down- the
river on the outgoing fide\a;grand but
awe inspiring sight. To:the E_dgaxj many
ascribe the outbreak of the-térfible con-
flagration. It is said that spar}(‘s_ from
her furnaces set fire to the hay, but it'is
urged by others that her fires had been
banked for an hour before the glarm was
given. Another story ascribes the outs
break to some unknown man who inad-
vertenfly threw down -a. match on; the
wharf after lighting his pipe. < Half ¥
dozen different stories can be found, for;
the origin of the fire, nor is this to be
wondered at, for there were at least six
distinct fires blazing inside of fifteen mins
utes from the sound of the fire alarin.’
The Edgar dropped .rapidly down the
stream, but the set of the current car-
wied her in shore and -she fouled the
steamer Gladys, which waa tied up to
the C.P.N. wharf. Despite the strenuous
efforts of her crew. and of many volun-
teers the Gladys took fire almost im-
mediately. The timbers and buildings of
the C.P.N. Company, dried’ by the fierce
heat of the summer, took fire, and the
‘men on the wharf were forced to' retreat
6r meet an awful death. Two loats were
mow wrapped in 2 mantle of fire. They
broke clear of the upper end of the
wharf together and in a short,space of
time had struck the stern-wheeler Bon
Accord. She-too took flame.  Her cablés
parted and away she went with the oth-
er two in this carnival ‘of flame. Bg
some strange ill-luck ‘the waters, as

off the [

though in league with the fiery elements,
cartied 'the fire ships close , along _ the
wharves which line = the .Fraser. All
were ripe for the blaze and wherever
the vessels touched: for a few "seconds &
new fire' started.’ * S »

All this takes much longer, to- describe
than it did te.happen. t

Up at Brackman & Ker’s wharf, where
the' fire. had its.origin, the firemen were
 driven . from their -hose by :the-awful

the pressore was exceedingly low: and
the mere; dribble which .came from -the
hose nozzles was little better than use-
 less.

across - “from ~Bradkman & Ker's. had

-'[Jspe(edﬂy regégnized the ‘datiger of ‘their | ™ Fromrook;-

position, and most desperate efforts’ were

Lytton Square, upon which-the east side
of the hotel faces was lumbered” with
all sorts of personal property, buf the
fire had spread in less than no. .time
eastward to the cly wharf and the
Market. building. This ‘was but amouth-
' ful for the hungry fire devil, and “in an
instant Chinatown, the seat of which is
in' Front street, east of Lytton Square,
was blazing from one end to the other.
Out in the street the scene passed
adequate description. Frenzied China-
men -rushed up and down in agonies of
despair. Acting Chief: Watson, who in
%e absence of ,Chiet Ackerman had
ntrol of tha brigade, soon recognized
the utter futility of trying to save any
of the wharves or property ingthat i
medifte vieiity. . ; ?h & un,n
The fire having obtained a mastery of
Front street, made its first attack on Col-
umbia avenue by a diagonal miove. The
Columbia hotel was a, seething hell of
flames, but-the Powell block, which ad-
joins it to the rear and fronts on: Col-
jumbia avenue, was apparently ‘uninjur-
ced. The first building on Columbia

' avenue actyally to take fire'was the Bank |

{of British Columbia block. - The Chinese
i store of Kwong Wing Lung & Co.: de-
ilayed the progress of the flames bat a

|few seconds, and here the most tragic in-
|

cident of the fire occurred. "Mun Lie, |

‘the hesd of the firm, one of .the wealth-
-iest companies in the Royal City, rushed
! into his- store in a wild attempt to save
+his money. He reached the cash box,
i but just as he grasped it fell dead. . The
'_oorpse_ was carried sway into a plaée‘of
'safety, and a medical man saw immed-

cause of-dedth.”™ . X

. iately that heart'-disease had beew' the

li To  those,’ who h's:me nat visited . New

 Westminster it may be explained that the | $2

; %s sitnated Sn g7highy sfbpin

) and im spcces-
;8ion, are Columbia,Clark, ~@arnarvon,
; Victoria, Agnes, ‘Cunningham, and First,
.or Royal avenue. Each of these streets
18 on a considerably higher level than
.that preceding it, in fact, between. Col-
umbia and Clarkson streets, the grade is
So steep as to make the descent almost”
dangerous for horses.
i Columbia avenue was the principal
thoroughfare of the Royal City (the past
tense is used advisedly). All along both-
sides it was built with imposing : brick
ands stone buildings of a description” of
‘which any city ‘might be proud. The
Bank of British' Columbia was one of
the finest blocks, opposite -it stood the
‘postoffice, and the roof of this was ablaze
almost as soon as the bank was going:
All these things ' had~“transpired ' so
quickly that the crowd which, rashed aim-
really no-idea. of the extent: 6f:the con-
flagration.. . The wharves, - whieh: were
blazing for  the fuli length -of " the ity
ifront, speedily communicated with the

-|'buildings standing in the city wards, All

up McKenzie, Lorne, Begbie, Alexander
and Eighth streets the flames rushed-in
a mad chase: It séemed to the paralyzed
citizens as’ ‘though/ each separate street
‘had its own particular demons who were
working in some fiendish spirit of emula-
tion to get first to the business heart of
the city. Thus it was that the whole
south side of Columbia avenue burst into
flames practically at the same time. Mer-
chants 'who had made desperate efforts to
save such private papers as had not been
put in their safes or vaults' were drawn
from their storec in a rush for life. -The
Hotel. Douglas, .in the corner: of which:
the Bank -of Montreal was Iocated, -be-r
came a voléano of flamés‘a few mintites
after it was noticed to be on fire. The'
guesie had ample warning, and all escap-
led from - the building, though few had

“#lwehool, . Tt 18- said -this flag was raised

*|interrogated

heat. ‘Toi their- horror and smazemeunf |

The people of the Colnmbia “hatelJust |

tedfn & briing pank | - Ter
i he rasér..;, Pront stret: agathe name | ‘ ,
gests, is along. the water front, Run-f ! t heuse " SN R S |

. Bx-Mayor Shijes's dwelling, vaiued. at

Jessly up and.down Columbia: aventie had'}

t more belongings than what they stood in.
Qi An Extraordinary Tale.

..The ‘following strange story is being

told to-day:- Passing up.the hill about
{7 to 8 o’clock ‘on Saturday evening; maxdy.
i residents’ allege’they noticed a black Hlag
' with the skull and cross-bones hoisted at
| half-mast on the flag &taff of the Central

o ‘was' let out of the pen-
or ‘four days . ago.

i)

- eonvict
to be avehged, b
| e ¥ sifting fire to_the
hay on Brackman & Ker's wharf, It'is
1 gisenit to verify {his story, but many

terrogated say they saw the flag.

Inspecton. of Kire Undetwriters Ross
gave your correspondent the folowing _de-
seription of the ravages of the fire, wh:\ch
practically, covers the losses. The build-
ings destroyed are: . y

Front” street; south: side—City market,
partially insured. ; : ;

Brhckmsn ‘& Ker's warehouses, mill:
ing establishment; loss $10,000, partially’
insured. . 3 T g
.Creighton’s ' coal “sheds:'(New Vancou*
ver coal). "’ i :

C.-P, N, wharf, sheds and contents.
~SinéTair ‘Canning Co.y- "s?:'_lson’s pack. .

Western Fish Co./premises and séason’s
salmon pack.

No. 3 fire hall.

L@illey: Bros.” wharf and warehouse.-

Front. street; North side—C, P. R. sta-
tion. .

All Chinese buildings, #bout 30 in num-
ber, up to Telegraph hotel.

Caledonia hotel, and contents.

Kwong On ‘Wo’s’ store ard buildings,

Webster building, occupied by Brack-
man & Ker.

Dounglas Elliott, brick building.

Society for Prepagation of Gospel in
Foreign Parts, brick building.

Jas. Wise building.

Bushby block.

" Holbrook hotel and contents.

Horncholbrook : building.~

Armstrong brick block:

- Rickoff hotel,
"“Me@illivray building.

Vulecan Iron Works: y T

EMiott establishment, including livery
stables. ) i :
Townsend bailding.

-Columbia stfeet, South side—Occidental
hotel. . .
McArthur brick ‘bui}ding,.‘ ’

~ MeGillivray, ;

Busliby, ;

‘made to' save -their goeds- and: . gffects.” Duport blecks,. whieh' also eIﬁead‘ o

this street from Front.
Hombly block. oI
Cunninghanr block. £
Ellis. building. ) o
Bank of B. C. ' (
Columbia street, North—Begbie br?ck
block. Rt
Wintemute’s furniture factory and
Warerooms. y b
Buker's building. f
Y. M. C. A. buildings.
No. 1 fire hall.
Duncan McColl.
Post office.
Customs building.
Elard buildiig.
‘Blackey building.
" Hotel Globe, '
. House building. ) A
Mead, building. s
. Guichon hotel. d’
Burns-Curtis block. s
‘Armstrong-English bloek. -
Nupr building. .
Masonic temple. -
Oddfellows’ hall. 9
Lewis building,
A Chinese buildings, about 75 in num-
ber. ¢
All livery stables on the ‘street. - 1
"~ Chinese mission. o
‘Mrs. Robson’s mission. ;
The burned district betweéen Clarkson
and Agnes streets. )
* Three-dwellings owned by James Gun-
wingham. I
‘Three belonging to Mr. Blakey.
Three belong to F. D. Turner. i
* Bix houses belonging to James O’Hal-
loran. A
Alex. Ewen's residence; valued at $35,~
- Tyrn

{

[
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Fale's warchouse and dwelling, valued
eat $ﬂ,000 )
Five dwellings on Trew estate.

ued ‘at 315,000.
Three buildings belonging to Lieut.-
Governor- Mclnnes. '
0ld drill hall.
Bonson building.
Vanstone plumbing’ establishment.
Hancock building, valued at $4,000,
St. Leonard’s hall, valued at $5,000.
Wood’s boarding house.
Holy Trinity church, valued at $25,000,
Herring’s ten. dwellings, valued at $5,-
000.
Cunningham’s seven homuses, valued at
$5,000.
Olivette Baptist church, cost $40,000.
Agnes street and Boyal ‘avenue—Clin-.
ton bloek, ‘$7,000; insured. : '
Armstrong dwelling; $1,000.
C. J. Major’s two houses; $2,000.
.. Sheriff . Armstrong’s:two houses, $1,000
eaeh. ; :
Johnson - estate, dwelling, valued  at
§5,000. :
Cunningham's two dwellings, valued at
$4,000. Ry
Two brick buildings, valued at $6,000.
Orange hall, valued at $3,000.
Milligan estate, dwélling, $3,000.
James Cunningham’s dwelling, valaed
at $25.000. :
Cunningham’s ten dwellings and sev-
era] stables, valued at $25,000.
Robson estate, two dwellings; $2,000.
Five Burns’s dwellings, $6,000. !
Hambly ‘estate, dwelling, $2,000.
. Gillis building, $1,000. i
Thwo more *Gillis' houses:’ ‘vahied at
* $2,000. '
It was not/ untili'long afte: "thefire
bad’ seized’ what were considered. unim-
{ portant fecders-of the destroyer that‘any

He |
!

¢ ) -, a
. * Methodist- church and parsonage, val-qf} & il nation. . He

might ‘fairly be called thel w
“Surely,” ‘thought most of "t
were present at the time, “the fire bri-
gade will soon make an end of this
blaze,” but, nmknown to them the dan-
! ger Lad been realized by the fire-fighters,
and about that time the dreaded wind,
coaxed by the alluring flames, rapidly
:sprang inte being and came like a blast
_ from hell, full in the faces of 'thé men
hg were working with the desperation
£ despdir. ' A sheet”of flame . swépt
atrGgs the Street, and lterally "burst in
the windows ‘of the Hotel Guichon, ‘the
deading place of its kind ‘in the’ city.
“““The ‘noise wis deafening.” Above the
roar of the flames repegted explosions
could.be heard, as the fire reached dif-
ferent stocks of gunpowder, coal oil and
other explosives stored in the rich ware-
hovses along Columbia and Front
strets, The earth trembled with the
shocks, and- the crash of the breaking
glass, joined with- the jar of falling
walls; madé a-Saturnslian horror.: How
it was that many people escaped death
remains g mystery. Hundreds found
themselves cut off on Columbia street
with . both “sides blazing. - They rushed
up  the side streets inl a frenzy jof ex:
cited fear ‘and many rumors as to death
in the flames gained credence. S

The fire brigade worked like heroes.
They fought every inch'of the ground.
In many cases ‘the men stuck to their
feebly trickling nozzles until they were
cut off and their hose actually burned
through. The steam fire engine 'and
chemical worked as they never worked
beforé, but in the farz of such a con-
flagration their efforts were of as mwuch
use as a tin dipper and.a pail of water
would have been.:u«

Then the fire demon invaded the re-
sidential portion of the city. Mpyriads
of sparks covered the shingles, and the
houses were blazing@ everywhere, The
scenes along the upper avenues and in-
tersecting streets were awful. Men and
women rushed about in desperation,
dragging furniture out of their doomed
homes, i

Among those who lost heavily were
James Cuningham and Alexander Ewen,
the cannery king. The former lost 34
houses, besides a fine residence valued
at $25,000, two business blocks and a
new: store. Alexander Ewen lost {one
of the best residences in the' town.

. Fiskery. Inspector McNap, timber . in-
spectors and ‘customs officidls Tost every-
thing: save a very few papers.” .

r . e
until  the fAre had spread boy% hat
3 ¥

| . Roughly" estimated, = frof~150'.t6 200

dwellings were burned.

¥rom ' Mary, -street . to Eighth, . and.
from Columbia to Royal, were many ifine
residences.

During the excitement at the fire Mrs.
Grossman, a German woman, gave birth
to a child on the street. She was re-
moved to ‘the hospital.

Andy Ross, inspector for the fire un-
derwriters, in conversation with youar
correspondent said: The total loss will
be two and a half millions. The London
Assurance would be the heaviest losers,
as it -had insured all the business of the
Sun Life Company, of Canada. The in-
surance companies, he said, would lose’
almest a million dollars. The: following
are the companies chiefly interested:

London Assurance. i

Commereial. Union. it

Norwich Union.

Royal.

London and TLancashire.

Sun of London.

North British and Mercantile,

Liverpool, London and Globe.

Union. of Englard.

British American, .

Hartford, of Hartford, Conn.

Aetna Insurance Co.

Atlas,

Guardian.

Manchester.

‘Western, of Toronto.

Phoenix, of Hartford.

Lancashire.

North America.

National, of Ireland.

Scottish . Union.

Phoenix, of London.

Northern Insurance Co.

There was very little insurance on the
provincial government -or- eivic huildings,
. A, Maling;irepre ‘ering the North Brit- |
i8h rEnd: Mereantﬂe, Béyﬁ},‘ Eotidon -and’

casliire; and’iNe Sin of London, stat-

© The Ameriden
‘working man,
while -he,-works '
shorter hours,
works harder than
the working man |
n,  of any other

1\ head. Heis

Pan intelli-

gent worker

and pro-

* duces more in a

. given length”of

time than the work-

er of any other nas

. tion. He not only

exhausts himself physically, but mentally;
not only muscularly, but nervously. '’

The consequence is that while he is
better fed and better housed; he is not,
as a rule, as healthy a man as his brother
working-man of European countries, Mdre-
over, like all Americans, the American
working -inan is prone to disregard’ his
health and' frequently even takes pride‘in
abusing it. It rests with American wives to

rotect their husbands in this respect. A
ittlé“watchfulness on the part of the wife
will frequently sdve ‘heér husband from a°
long spell of ill-health-and possibly from
some fatal illness. “Wheti a man feels * out
‘of sorts’” it'is' because his digestion 7§ dis- "
ordered or his liver is torpid. © Dr. Piérce’s
Golden Medical Discovery will prompfly
correct these disorders. It is tﬂe great
blood-maker and ‘flesh-builder. It restores
the appetite, makes digestion perfectiand
the liver active... It purifies the blood and
tones the nerves. It cures 98 per cent. of
all cases of consumption, bronchitis, asth-
ma, weak lungs, lingeting cough, spittin
of blood and disease of the throatand nasal
cavities. Thousands have told the story of -
its wonderful merits in letters to Dr. Pietce.
It may be had at any medicine dealer’s.

“Yiour ‘Golden Medical Discovery’ cured me
of a severe. case of poisoning of the blood
writes Mrs. Selia Ricca, of Coast, Santa Cruz Co.
Cal. ‘“That wastwo years ago, and I have not ha

a boil or sore of any kind since.}’

It is as -easy to be.wéll as ill—and much
wmeore, comfortable. : Constipation is. the
‘ausg of many forms of illngss. Dr. Pierce’s!
Plegsant Pellets cuseg coustipation, They!
| are tiny, sugar-coated granules.. Omelit-.
tie ' Pellet '’ 1s a gentle laxative, two a mild,

'f real “alamn  Was' occasioned; ‘indeed nbt

who ||

i, an “incredibly short space of:time thein-

i-press ‘room of 'the Daily Colambian of-

i pened the windows of the Columbian
i office on Columbia street flew outwards

- umes of black smoke streaked with
I erimson flames  rolled clear aeross: the
| roadway as_ if driven by a .forced!
{ dreught, and roaring Iike a cataract.
! Tha fine Columbian block was imme-

. the public library building and the fire|
i hall  opposfte on
i burst into flames with a suddenness and

| tors, who naw numbered over five thous-

ed that. they wouald lose:about $300,000
altogether, "o BT

i L Ji"co‘k!l’ﬂﬁ, of ‘Lowenberg, Harris
& Co.,” said the less of the insurance
cdinpauies_w;zuld amount. to a. million
and a half. The merehants generally, he
thought,” had ‘their ‘stocks " insured for
about one half of their value,

All thought of checking the progress- of
the flames was cast aside. .Carpets were
Yorn up, furnilafe flung into’the streets,
l-and @il thewhile children  ran. about

| sereaming with fright, or sobbing to. them-

‘salves n teeror. of all things unknown.

* Phe broad’ lawns about’ the city' hall
and veotrt-house weré deemed by many
to be havens of refuge and these were
piled up with a heterogeneous collection
of goods and chattels.

Clarkson street was not spared for an
‘instant. It was on fire before the flames
below had really reached it, sparks hav-
ing fallen on the roofs. of houses. Those
who :had piled their furniture on the
lawns made frantic efforts to get it away,
and all around were blazing houses,
screaming women, shouting, fighting
men, dnd in the thick of this roaring hell,
with Hames above and red ‘hot cinders
flying: fast. up_tae public thoroughfare a
‘woman *passed  throtugh the = agony of
motherhood, .wihile. begide her, -nestied in

“|'silent fear, two, children of tender years.

Street upon street fell a victim to. the
rush of fire. Furniture was burned where
it was piled. Baptist, Reformed Episco-
pal, Holy Trinity and Methodist ‘churches
.all stood within two blocks, and all were
‘alight together. The flames made very
short work of the sacred edifices.

Those who were burned out and. ivere
fcrtunate . enough to.save a. little farmi-
ture, began to look for new homes early,
on Sunday -morning and by noon people
could be seen moving their effects. Those
who could not secure houses resorted to
tents, and quite a- tent town has sprung
up in many places in-the city. The arm-
ory was pressed.into the service and be-
came a receptacle of all manner of
goods, besides being the temporary home
of more than one family. Friends opened
their hotses*to unfortunates and many .
residents are harboring two and three
families. One could not go to a hotel—:
there are only two in New Westminster
to-day; the Cleveland and the Telegraph, :
and they have more business than they
can attend to. ’

The good feeling displayed was remark-
able and those who had provisions gra-
ciously offered to share with those who |
had mnone. :

The fire department of Vancouver, un-
der Chief Carlyle, was soon on the scene
to did ‘the firemen .of Westminster. It is
‘now: conceded that they .saved most of:
the‘eastern portiofi ‘of the'city: Vaneouv-
or Has sent'n’ vastcamount.of provisions .
and many blankets and tents for ‘the Te- |
lief of the sufferers. |

AN EYE-WITNESS'S STORY. i

by r— 1

Officer Stinchcomb of the Provincial In-
sane Asylum Describes the Fire. ;
Mr. E. B. Stinchcomb, guard at the’
Provincial Asylum, New Westminster,
was a passenger by the Islander last
night. To a Times reporter Mr. Stinch-,
comb gave a very graphic account, of the
conflagration. He was early om the |
scene of the fire when it began among
wharves on Front street. He says the
fire started about 11 o’clock on Satur-!
day night aboard the steamer Edgar. |
which had no watchman on board, and
was lving at Brackman & Ker’s wharf
near the foct of Sixth street. When the
fire had gained headway on the steamer !
it burned the ropes-holding her to the;
dock” and she’ drifted down the stream, |
blazipg from every port and quickly be-|
coming one huge ' floating fire-ball
Whenever ‘shebumped along the wharves, |
for the back eddy kept her from !
getting ‘out intp 'the stream, she started i
fresh flames. ‘She set fire to three other
steamérs tied up to the docks, and they.
when - their shore-lines parted, joined
i the Edgar and carried destruction every-
where along the sheds. The scene was
very grand. The whole river was lit up
for miles and the city could be seen on
the hill almost as plainly as in the day-
time. Soon the lorg row of sheds from
Lytton - Sguare westward was burning, |
the fire brigade making gallant -éfforts |
‘to prevent the flames spreading acrass |
the street. Aided by the splendid ‘wa-
ter service at the disposal of the West-
minster: fire fighters they appeared to be
at first successful, and the great threags
who had gathered to look on. believed
that it would soon be over and the loss
corfined to the freight sheds, docks and
boats. Suddenly. howaver, an immense
tongue of flame stretched ont from the
freight shed in front of the Caledonia
Hotel ati the corner of Lytton Square
and Front street, and apparently borne
: by the: rapidly-rising breeze .it. burst. in
the glasg front of the Caledonia and. in

terior of the hot~l,-a brick buildng, was
like" a roaring. furnace. With. -equally
astonishive Speed  the Anies burst omt af -
.the ‘back of the ‘Calednin andinte. the:
fice. Mr.. Stinchcomb -says - that almost |
befere: one could realize what had hap-

with a shattering crash amd huge vol-

diately a column of fierce fire, while
Columbia’ street
fury that struck terrer into the specta-

and, practically the whole pomulation.
The brigade worked: like heroes, but-their
efforts were of no avail to check the con-
gvering- rush of the - towering - flames.
Tall pyramids of bright searlet flame,
mingled with eolumns of smoke, ascend-
ed: into the air. The deafening erash of }
walls 'and roofs, the .hiss and splutter of
the. water:from ‘the fire hose; the frantic
cries .of the:crowds and the awe-stricken
faces of dllimade np-a scene never to be
forigotted. .- Sopwn the ' Bank . of - British
Golitmbia, and-its neighbor oppesite, ‘the
post office, the Douglas blogk, the Ellard
block and the houses behind-them, were
onie vast sea of roaring flumes. The rush

from -that street on both sides are be-
yond description. The bouses seemed to
go up as if made of tissue paper, and
except where a distance of two hundred
feet or so intervemed the fames’ licked
up everything' ine their path.  The march
of the fire down Columbia street, west-
ward, was an awe-inspiring sight. Omne
after another the splemdid blocks would
succumb. One moment they stool grand
and solemn in their symmetry, every por-
tion of their fronts made ¢lean-cut as by
the sun at noon; the next moment every
window belched smoke, follawed by
enormoas fames curling up and around
cornice and chimney, until the whole ww-
wrapped in a red winding sheet. which

hones of the crand. structure that. had
been there. The Gnichon. the Douglas
and the Colonial hotels were burning at
the sama~ time . then the flames sprang
L o tha  hlamke next -avestward, until
the: Oddfellows” hall xres reached. and it

L geome na witnees of it will fareet

of the fire np Nixth street and ifs sprend | TRt comtributed about 100, (n /s

It burned furiously and
tloors and finally its rogf .
showens of sparks ang blaziye
were sent skyward. o, 8
lows’ hall the court hao
i(; ql}licklyb was it S -
SUnchcomb says it was gl 0 M
had been filled with il g
rials ‘or explosives. Tho city oy at
fire from the court house, and 7t sy, (9%
ip p few minutes, leaving onl et
charred sticks ° to~ shoy wlm-y-}p o Ly
stood. . The okt grill hall o "y[ . L
stireet Was, likes -all the house "I\“m.is.-
massed’ immedia ely . south

as ity bt‘ﬂlu\
1l
ta,
rom t}a O
Use :

; KOS ,1.,.“\.‘1

it, a pertect furtate, nfnu;‘“;ﬁ Bt g
awing fo the heavy timbers ot T-;“”M
fir used in its.Construction, Tho o i2lay
this period of: the c(,»“‘ﬁ‘-!.,i.m:‘“ SCene g
vond® "words"" t6 degeril e o VAS b
escribe,
street and all the streetg o nbyl
and runming parallel to, i it
blocks up the hill were burnin |
and the sky was ruddy with
which conld be seen for muany 1,
directions.  The peaple bewiy 1
their goads from hemses oo
tance frem the margn o o, .
flame, and the wicdom ar o,
ed by. the total destructiay, ... 0%
wards:of many of ‘hose Jon.,,. ol
flames  swept on westward and ek
the Statién hatel. the C. P, 1 ol
In short it was the appalling o &
which the flames did the'r vl o
made the fire so remarkable,
course. difficult to cope with. .
after the flames leapt across 1 o
into the Caledonia hote] the 1
practically helpless. The by
churches was a beantiful hnt
deht: the flames would mun ny 1ha
like a streak of Fehtnine, crooy, :
ridge of the -reof and show
ftlong the eaves before the great o
ing burst eame to shatter o
and bury it in masces f fiye, & o 40
the climrches loaked like bhuildines i
fitthated far a fireowork disnlo
Ty nitr, the Chreh of Tng 1
ary, sitated almoet in the hoor
city, and a fine building wi+
muech in tha hictary of the o
is asseciated. fell an early vi
destraying etement, St N
the Y. M. O, A. buildine, the
Home hatel and the cluster of
lving around that quarter wew )
at cnce, and all were destrove
“ That section of Chinatown v

hotel. provided plenty of ol
material. and while that ma'adon
lien was gaing up in smoka th,. p
nildings abave an Co'nimhia ctpoot 1 an
fire ton, ard sent forth mighty <nipg of
flame to add to the awful orapde ;
o hig
dving day. The wide gap hetween the
Queen’s hatall ot the foant of Clome
street. and St. Poeter’s Roman Cathag
cathedral saved that fine  cdifien
along avith. it a very ‘mpartant reside.
tiak pertion 7of the ‘eity, including the
convent and the asvlum. At th

! institntion all the pafients were ont o

for instant removal shoauwld it ha fap)
nocessary to vacate the huiding, hyt
harnile there wes nA ocension ta do g,
Mr. Stinchcomb says that when he
went yesterday into what had beey the
city so great was the havoe that he conlj
scarcely tell where he was in  moving
about what he presumed was Columbi
street. The appearance of the cily i
Sunday morning was inexpressibly sad:
the heaps of charred beams aud black
enod stonos sending up smoke qnd s'ean,
and the rivem walls of the once
business blocks shaking aml tott
very dangerous fashion.  The ol
front of the Guichon block was stanling,

i the prineipal abject in view from the

Roman Cathalic eathedral to the smok-
ing ruins of the .C. . R. station. The
baeck portion of the blaek is an indistin-
guishable mass of rubbish on the ground
i hghind . the melapcholy  monnment o
' former heaunfy and solidity affarded by
the lamelr and blackened front. The
wonderfnl things about the fire were the
marvelems  rapility .with which ¢
flames snrend and the eomnlefoness
which they destroved everyvthing
touched.

THHE NEWS IN VICTORIA

About one o'clock yesterday mori
the C.P.R. Telegraph office received
short dispatech from New Westmins!
saying -a dangerous fire, likely to wipe
out the city, was raging. The repit
was thought at firdt to be exaggerited
and that nothing so grave as the destrue-
tion of- the ecity was likely to happen.
Probably a blaze in Chinatown, gving
the firemen-some ‘trouble, was the worst
that was anticipated. Later in tie
morning, - however, definite news e,
stating briefly that the whole business
portion and a large section of the ™
sidential section of the city, fully haif2
mile square, was in ashes. The follow
ing teelgram was also receivel f
Premier Semlin:

“AIl hotels and places of business i
many residences have been wiped out If
fire, and ‘several thousands of people am
homeless. Please come here without &
Tay.- . THOMAS OVENS
-~'Fhe thembers of> the government i
“medintely 'met /and - conferred \\’ylth the
mayor .and a.:humber of the alderné
and business men of the ciry at [
Driard Hotel as te what was best rv;é'
in the cireumstances. It was at firt
proposed to take boat at once and
ceed under fall steam to New Wesmr
ster, the steamer City of Nanaimo lwﬂ
a't once placed at the disposal of 0
government and the city by Mr. Jaws
Dunsmuir. But it was soon
that this wowuld scarcely meet (¢
gency of the case. and Mr. Dum
then announced that he would di
a special traim from Vietoria to il
mo, to leave at about 2 p.m.. and
that the trip weuld be done in [V
hours if - possible. - Mr. Dunsnulf m_g‘fn
ed free transpertation to everybods f‘“{
wished -to go- and assured all pres
that complete arrangements m‘ruld D:
made at the Nanaimo end. so that IV
a moment would be lost in transferriis
the passengers .and relief Fl?i’!”-:"e
Everyone seemed to be filled wil} 7
desire .to do all in his pewer to 1"“‘\1[;
hdnd. Premier Semlin authorized i
Simon Eeiser to get ready all the ?‘1““1\
keta and tents he could secure t0 '—'"m
the speeial train. This Mr. Leiser o
with his usual energy, managmng © =/
fogether''me fewer than 604 DT
blankets and 83 tents. The Fifth Lt

from
their sfores, and by a quarter to [V
o'cloek a splendid assortment of sul had
of all Kinds had been gathered ‘,‘”.‘1 ”n
been got aboard the special, which "'
sisted of two passenger and two 1€
cars and locomotive. The tran It
ten minutes to two, and our "”r!".\‘lri'
dent has elsewhere deseribed the 1C0
breaking trip te the Coal City and acf
the Gulf. _—
In Victoria the news that heavy ('
ter had fallen on the pretfy litde °%
by the. Fraser's bamks quickly f"r:“m
and before ten o’clock rreat crow* ¥,
eagerly- reading: the bulletins Dozttt 4
the ‘windows- of the C.P.R. Telesmi
office, and expressing their smcere o,
cern:at thetawful destruction Wt

-
plhies

when it vanished showed omly the poor | by the fierce element. The «‘x«-mnl“'ﬂj

duridg the forenoon was inet ¥
thereare mot only many ex-\\ *‘\“:‘A,“g
sterites in Vietoria, but many Vit
having ‘heavy property interests I "
Royal @ity,sand many others have
 latives and friends there. T
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sight that met their
sadden any man. 1
from Vidétoria and t
by the people of thg
keenly appreciated

zens of . New Westm

VICTORIA’'S P}
PA'

At a special meetiy
the Board of Trade,
the following . resolud
onded and carried U
this board learns w
great and calamitou
fallen our sister cit
ster, apd as an. ea
. Weswipe. the sum 0
‘relief fund,”
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