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WAS MISSING CLERK.

Falls, Ont., Jan. 8. —The' body
Yy Duberley, the young man
ritted suicide in New York,
etter addressed to Earl Grey,
General, and to Miss Hamp-
Is city, has been identified as
#brand Trunk freight clerk, for
s employed in the local of-
and who has been missing
t week, with an _alleged
n the accounts of about Bix
ollars.
a reéfined young fellow with
» 4 tendency to drink, and
it many friends in this city.
ppy home life mentioned in
0 his father was known only
pst friends, of which Miss
was one.

e
RIC RAILROAD PANTIC.

pdred  New York Employees
rain—One Electrocuted.

, Jan. 8.—A short circuit of an
rent of 11,000 volts and a fire
& in its effects as to cause

d motormen and trainmen to
ain of 8 cars In a panic. under
of the East river, and to flee
ch darkness to the |stations on
of the river, ocsurred in the
t night. The accident cost one
of George Keyburn, an elec-
anipulating the system of
ds at the Brooklyn|/end of the
a moment of carelessness he
exposed wire near a lever and
peuted. This huma : connection
the agency of the short eir-
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ANDONED BARQUE.
ailing Vessel Deserted by
Which Was Picked Up

by Trawler,

Jan. 8.—The British barque
Beeslaur, Captain Sauerer,
m Santos for Halifax, has
doned 250 miles west of " St.
d. Her crew were landed at
aven by a steam ftrawler,

ILDING COLLAPSED.

i and Two -Missing In New
York Disaster.
%k, Jan. 8.—~Thcmas| Fleming, a
er, was killed, twlo men are
¢ five others were seriously in-
rday in the collajse of two
three story buildi.g, known as
kouse, cn Tanth ayenue.
jeved that the cpllapse was
eifher improper storing of the
of ammonia pipes.
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TREAL MARKET FIRM.
I, Jan. 8.—The tone pf.the: stock

mtinued firm to-day, and there
p further advances in prices.

GECOND DAY~
OF THAW TRIAL

EVELYN NOT PRESENT
AT PROCEEDINGS

Nine Jurymen in Box, but These
May Be Deposed by Per-
emptory Challenges.

New York, Jan. 7.—The Thaw trial
was resumed at 10:20 a. m.

with nine jurymen provisionally. se-
lected, 100 nmew veniremen reported to
Justice Dowling in the criminal branch
of the Supreme court this morning for
duty in the case of the state vs. Harry
K. Thaw, who is charged with the
wilful murder of Stanford White. While
{here were nine jurymen in the box
this morning there is no certdinty that
there will be even that many when the
court adjourns to-night. The nine men
nave been passed for the case by both
sides and accepted by the court, but
{he prosecution and the defence in the
cage each have thirty peremptory chal-
Jenges, all of which may be-exercised.

Time after tifne while the jury was
being selected for Thaw'’s trial, the
jury box was full when one side or the
other exercised a peremptory challenge
thereby vacatifg a seat.

The ocgupants of the jury chairs
when the session began, were Charles
E. Gremmells, ship broker; John R.
Hatchett, ecigar dealer; George B.
Morewood, importer; Floyd S. Sand-
ford, bank manager; James E, Conway,
hotel keeper; William E. Brocer, dec-
orator; Arthur E. Nabeing, baker;
Morrice Bouvier, exporter; George W.
Cary, drygoods. Not more than two
or three of these are expected to re-
main, as each side has the right to
exercise tnirty peremptory challenges.

Thaw was not called to the bar un-
til the roll of the new panelswas called,
and the absentees noted and fined $250.
This required nearly twenty minutes.
Righty members of the new panel were
present. 04

Mrs. Evelyn Thaw was not in the
courtroom when the proceedings be-
gan, Josiah Thaw being the only rela-
tive in the line of chairs reserved for
the defendant’s family. As‘soon as
Thaw had taken his place, the work of
filling the jury box was taken up with
District Attorney Jerome again {con-
ducting the examinations for the state.

Mr, Littleton is inclined to be very
thorough in his examination. He spent
nearly half an hour on William Rob-
erts, secretary of the railway signal
concern-and a native of Liverpool, Eng-
land, who finally accepted as a pro-
visional juror. Roberts declared he had
an impression as to the guilt or inno-
cence of the defendant, but it wag not
a very.dicided one, and he was sure
he could lay.it aside, i

Two. of the provisional jurors selecte!l
were excused by.consent shorthy" hchre
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Financlal Clréles Conslder Money

- - -Market- Unlavorable For S8uch an

Issue,
Berlin, Jan. 7.—The action of the
Prussian: government in - announcing
that it will issue a subscription on Jan-
uary .14th on a new loan on which the
amount is not named, but is assumed to
be in the neighborhood of $75,000,000 is

'exciting much unfavorable comment.in

financial circles. Many regard the time
as ill-timed before the money market is
sufficiently relaxed.

The fact that the amount of the loan
has not been specified also causes ob-
 Jections, since this is regarded as un-
fair to the holders of older issues. The
ministry’s direct appeal to investors
without the assurance of the banks
also ig criticized. and the banks them-
selves are dissatisfled. Nevertheless
they are disposed to assist in the sub-
scription, and have decided to handle
the tenders of their customers,

COUNT OKUMA
MADE DENIAL

DID NOT URGE INDIA
TO REBELLION

—m— e

Japanese Replied When Bom-
barded by Cablegrams From

European Capitals.

Tokio, Jan. 7—(Naoon)—A remarkable
situation has’ arisen, as a result of the
publication in London of a mistransla-
tion of the speech delivered by Count
Okuma at Kobe. Little attention was
paid to the address at the time of its
delivery because Count Okuma in pre-
vious speeches -on this same subject,
had made his views well known. It
is quite evident that words were put
into his .mouth which he did not use
and he promptly repudiated the pub-
lished version.

This was in substance that he urged
India to rise against Great Britain.

Now Count Okuma and the foreign
office are being bombarded with cable-
grams of inquiry from Paris, Berlin,
St. Petersburg and London, asking
the  count to publicly repudiate or con-
firm the report, and in reply Count
Okuma said to-day: _

“In my Kobe speech I did not use
the words that were put into my
mouth. It is apparent that a mistrans-
lation of the remarks has just reached
England. My views on the subject .of
trade with India, as well as my friend-
liness to Great Britain are too well
known to make it necessary for me to
publicly repudiate the absurd con-
struection which has been placed upon
the:remarks I made at Kobe. I have
never entertained .a. thought which

1d be stretched !nto such a mean-
V(gl? “in &ia. offers us, a ﬂ?’ae field for

the morning session ended.

Charles C. Goss, an accountant, was
selected as a Thaw juror at 1:. p.m.
Recess was then ordered until 2. 15 p.m.

UNDER MARTIAL LAW,

Muncie, Ind., Jan. 6.—~Cars on the lo-
cal street railway lines began running
to-day.on a regular schedule, manned
by local men and without guards, There
was no disturbance during the morn-
ing hours.

The twelve companies of infa.ntry and
one battery of Indiana National Guards
are resting in their quarters.  The
streets are patrolled by 500 business and
professional men who have beén sworn
as deputies. There was no distur-
bance of consequence at Elwood, Mari-
on, or Anderson, during the night.

HEIRESS TO $27,300.

St. John, N. B., Jan. 6.—Ada V., Bay-

ard, niece of ‘the late Dr. Wm. Bayard,
is heiress to his enflre estate, which
18 valued at $27,300.

J.. MARTIN K IN. WINNIPEG,

Winnipeg, Jan. 6.—Joseph Martin, K.
C, is in the city.

SUICIDE BY MEANS
OF NARCOTIC

<ot e o

Leaving Letter for Earl Ghey,
Englishman Ended Life in
New York.

New York, Jan. 7.—A young man be-
lieved to be H. Grey Duberly, son of
Capt, James Grey Duberly, the .Can-
nons, Westcastle, Yarmouth, Eng.,
Was found dead in bed, evidently from
the effects of a narcotic poison in the
Hermitage hotel vesterday. Six letters
Were found in the dead man's room.
One of the letters was addressed to his
father, and another to the Hon. Earl
Grey, Governor-General of Canada,

Another letter was addressed to the
Hermitage hotel, and said: “Kindly
¢ommunicate with my father; Captain
Grey Duberly, the Cannen, Westcastle,
England. He will defray all expenses.
Also communicate with Earl Grey, Ot-
tawa, Canada. I regret dead, but ail
eXpense will be paid. (Signed) Grey
Duberly,

Duberly arrived here

on Sunday
€vening,

BLOWN OUT OF LIFE.

Two Brothers Instantly Killed by Dy~
namite Explosion Near
Kenora.

5 Kenora, Jan. 6.—Two brothers named
ohn and Joseph Dwyer, aged 35 and 25
Tespectively, were instantly killed by
&N explosion of dynamite at Sullivan’s

°amp, north of Hawk, on the transcon-
tinental work, *

irade, and.I urged my people openly
and consistently to enter that field in
fair competition with friendly Great
Britain. That is all.”

SUPERVISOR LONERGAN DEAD.

‘Was Prominent xgure in San Fran-
cisco Bribery Denouement,

San- Franeisco, Jan. 6.—Former Su-
pervisor Thomas F. Lonergan dropped
dead at his home this morning. He was
one of the members of the board of
supervisors who confessed to having
received bribes from the United Rail-
road, the telephone companies and
other corporations.

AUSTRIA’S RULER
DECLARES AMNESTY

D

Mercy Tempered to Deserters
" in Diamond Jubilee Year
of Emperor.

‘Washington, D. C,, Jan, 7.—The Aus-
tro-Hungarian embassy in Washington
has received an official communication
with regard to the amnesty decided by
Francig Joseph Emperor of Austria and
King of Hungary in ebmmemoration of
the beginning of the sixtieth year of his
reign.

This. is extended to all citizens of
Austria-Hungary and Bosina, and
Hersagovina, who, being under mili-
tary obligations, have been declared de-
serters on account of the non-observ-
ance of the enrolment call. It has no
effect, however, on those - who have
practically deserted the army and navy
while performing active military duty.
For the latter, spéecial appeals for clem-
ency can be recommended in order to
give better protection in case of arrest
and as a means of identification. The
Austro-Hungarian consul offices in the
United States will issue documents of
identification to those who wish to pro-
fit by this amnesty.

THREE DIE IN 'FRISCO FIRE.

French Laundry P.rey of Flames—Wo-
man Among Victims,

San Francisco, Jan, 6.—Three pér-
sons lost their livées by a fire " which
destroyed the bulidings at the French
hospital usedjas a laundry and electri-
cal power plgnt, early to-day.

The third body was discovered after
the flames had been extinguished., It
is believed to.be that of the wife of
Michael Fernie. The latter and John
Hons, two laundry employees, were
found dead by the firemen on thelr
first search of the burning building.

FIRST BATCH.

Winnipeg, Jan, 6:.—The first immi-
grants of the year will arrive to-mor-
rew. . There-are:eighty of them, all for
points in Manitoba, and they landed a
few days ago on the Emnress of Brit-

ain:
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Overdue Mount Royaln Put Into Port

Vessel Steamed Slowly Into Queenstown With Damaged Boilers—Encountered Violent

Gales—AH Well on Board.

as Bermuda.

crew of about 100 men.

early to-day.
coming here.

Queenstown, Jan. 7.—The long overdue steamer Mount Royal steamed slowly into Queens-
town to-day, and the news of her safety was received with gladness in shipping cirecles.

The Mount Royal belongs to the- Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s Atlantic service.
She left Antwerp on December 7th for St. John, N. B., with 300 Bulgarian emigrants and a

She was first definitely sighted off the Old Head of Kinsale, sixteen miles west of this port,
She was then proceeding slowly under her own steam and signalled that she was
She declined the help of a tug that was sent out to assist her and eame in alone.

The Mount Royal had trouble with her boilers and was compelled to put back. Shortly after
leaving the British coast she encountered a series of violent gales.

She battled with the heavy weather for a fortnight, until Christmas eve, when serious trouble
with her boilers developed. The steamigr was then in longitude 24.50 west and latitude 45 north.
The engine room staff ultimately sueceeded in obtaining a moderate supply of steam, but the
weather was such that the captain reluctantly decided it was best to make for the Irish coast.

She had not been heard from in many days, having been last reported off the Lizard on
_December 10th, and wa.tch was being kept for her on both sides of the Atlantic as far south

The steamer was headed about and steamed slowly into port.

Passengers and crew are all well.

o~

DRUCE PERJURY
CASE COLLAPSES

Exhumation Evidence Given in
London Trial—Still Claim-
ing Portland Estates.

London, Jan. 6.—The perjury charge
brought against Herbert Druce by his
nephew, George Hollamby Druce, has
collapsed, but the civil action for the
recovery of the estates of the Duke of
Portland was continued this afternoon,
when Atherley Jones, counsel for
George Hollamby Druce, announced
that in view of the discoveries made
within the coffin of Thomas C. Druce,
which was opened and examined on
December 30th, it will be impossible to
proceed with the prosecution. The
statement was made after the presen-
tation of evidence by Professor August
J. Pepper of the University of London
and others who were present at the
examination.

Herbert Druce was charged with
committing perjury by swearing -that
his father, Thomas Charles Druce, of
the Baker street bazar, died on Decem-
ber 28, 1864, and tha.t he saw the dead
body placed’in. a ‘toffin/ and buriéd in
Highgate cemétery. George Hollamby
Druce declares that 'this must be un-
true because the T. C. Druce was in
fact the fifth Duke of Portland who
lived until 1879. Upon this ground
George Hollamby Druce claimed that
he himself was the rightful heir of the

| Portland dukedom and estates, the in-

come from which is placed at $1,500,000
a year.

AMATEUR CRACKSMEN.

Winnipeg, Jan, 6.—A gang of burg-
larsg is operating in the city, and the
police are sparing no pains in an en-
deavor to place them behind the bars.
Three particularly bold burglaries
were comitted last night.  Shortly
after midnight the Main street store
of the Russell Company was entered
and several kodaks and fountain pens
were taken,

Stone’s grocry store on Main street,
near Henry avenue, was also entered.
The police are of the opinion that the
perpetrators of the breaks were all of
the “amateur cracksman” type.

A daring hold-up took place last
Saturday night in a store at the eorner
of Flora avenue and Salter - street,
when two men marched in and at the
point of a revolver forced the clerk to
hand over the contents of the till and
any other money he had in the place.
In all, it is said, $120 was gained by
the nold-up artists, who escaped scot
free.

TANK STEAMER
IS TOTAL WRECK

Two Drowned! Escaping From
Housatonic—Vessel Piled
Up on Rocks.

London, Jan. 6.—The British tank
steamer Housatonic, Capt. Henry,
which sailed from Barrow last Satur-
day for New York, was wrecked on
Maiden rock, off Port Muck, County
Antrim, Ireland, early on Sunday
morning.

The vessel filled quickly and sank.
The crew had just time to enter the
boats and get away. Two were drown-
ed in this process. The others num-
bering 32 reached a nearby lighthouse.

The Housatonic was built at Barrow
in 1893. She was owned by the Anglo-
American Oil Company of London, and
was formerly named the Northern
Light.

ONTARIO POWER SYSTEM.

Toronto, Jan. 6.—Fourteen western
Ontario cities and towns to-day voted
on the cheap power system of the
hydro-electric commission, and the re-
sult in nearly every case was over-
whelmingly in favor of the establish-
ment of civic powers.

HEALTH OF WINNIPEG.

‘Winnipeg, Jan. 6.—The report on the
infectious diseases in Winnipeg during
the month of December shows the
health of the city to be remarkably
good, as there were only two deaths

doring the month,

BLOODLESS CURE SAVANT,

Dr. Albert Hoffa, Famous Surgeon, Dies
in Berlin.

Philadelphia; Pa: *Jan, 7.—A private
cablegram from Berlin 'announces the
death #f Dr. Albert Hoffa, the famous
orthopedic surgeon. ' He is credited with
having originated the methods which de-
veloped the bloodléss: cure for congenital
hip disease, as practiced by Dr. Adolph
Lorenzo.

OBED SMITH FOR LONDON.

Will Change Places With Bruce Walker,
Who Goes to Winnipeg.
Ottawa, Jan. 7.—Obed Smith, superin-
tendent of immiigration at Winnipeg, is
sbout to change places with Bruce Walk-
er, superintendent iii ‘London, England.
Mr. Walker sails for Canada on the 24th
of January. ¥

BARON WORKS AS
BAY LABORER

SOLD BIRTHRIGHT
FOR PALTRY SUM

% 2o ¥«

Whereabouts of Sir Genialle
Cave-Brown-Cave Dis-
covered.

Denver, Jan. 6.—Sir Genialle : Cave
Brown Cave, baron of the magnificent
Stretton estate in Leilcester, England,
who but for an impolitic move as a
youth, would still be in possession of
the estate, is now in Western TUtah
working as a day laborer. In the mean-
time romantic disclosures have been
made’ through his relatives and the
authorities in England to Sir Genialle's
attorney, Frank Prestige, of Denver.

In the wild days of his youth he
signed over his right of entail to the
estate for £2,600. The father, Sir Miles
Cave Brown Cave, died one year ago,
leaving 'a mortgage on:the property to
the amount of £64,000. The estate is said
te be valued at £100,000. °

A letter received recently from Lady
Isabel Cave Brown Caye, now in Wor-
cestershire, says in one place: “Genialle
has chosen his life, let kim abide by it.”

R. C. Cave Brown Cave, rear-admiral
of the British navy, has also written to
the Denver attorneys, and there is a
strain in the letter which seemg to in-
dicate that if Sir Genialle would re-
turn to England with sufficient money
to raise the mortgage and come into his
own again, all would be well. The
Stretton estate itself is in the finest
hunting district in England, and man-
sions thereon have housed for genera-
tions the highest of England’s nobility,

NEGRO TO HANG.

Toronto, Jan. 6.—John Boyd, mnegro
murderer of a restaurant keeper, will
be hanged on Wednesday morning, as
the petition for commutation of his
sentence has been denied.

HOTEL BURNED 7T0O GROUND.

Lee, Mass., Jan. 7.—The Granite Inn,
cre of the best known hotels in the Berk-
shire regions, was burned to the ground
early this morning. The fire is believed
to have been caused by a defective chim-
ney.

THREATEN GREAT
COTTON LOCKOUT

Mill Owners in Lancashire Un-
willing to Raise Wages—
150,000 1pvolved.

Manchester, Jan. 7.—Unless the spin-
ners modify their demands the cotton
mills throughout the country will be
closed and 150,000 employees locked out.

Already firms owning 96 per cent, of
the spindles have announced their will-
ingnesg to close their mills, and the
federation has sent out notices calling
upon all firms to give notice to their
employees that work will cease Janu-
ary 26th if the demands, which involve
increase in wages, are. persisted id,

NO TELEPHONE
TO TRIAL ISLAND

B

Scheme Would Be Impractic-

able—Wireless Station
May Communicate.

Ottawa, Jan, 1.—A short time ago the
department of marine and fisheries ve-
ceived a request from Victoria that
telephone connection be established be-
tween Trial Island and the city. 'f1e
agent of the department was instructed
to inquire into the matter, and it has
been decided that the suggested con-
nection would be impracticable. Owing
to the strong current and rocky nature
of, the bottom of the sea in the vicinity,
it would be a very difficult, if not alto-
gether impossible, to keep a cable in
service.

It is suggested, however, that as
Trial Island is in near proximity to the
new Victoria wireless telegraph station,
it will be possible to arrange a system
of day and night signals between the
two stations, which will meet all re-
quirements,” This, no doubt, will be
done. EEN

DEATH OF OLD TIMER.

Robert Gray, of Gabriola Island, Met
With Accident—Was Early
Settler.

The death is announced of  Robert
Gray, well known as an old resident
of British Columbia.

For some years past Mr. Gray has
been in feeble health and was resid-
ing with his’ brother on Gabriola isl-
and. His death was immediately oc-
casioned by accident, Mr. Gray hav-
ing tripped over a log while passing
through the woods on an, intended
visit to relatives, and lain for spme
time unable to help himself before as-
sistance arrived.

The late. Mr, Gray was a native of
the Bangor Islands where he was born
in 1832. He came to British Columbia
in 1858 and engaged in the logging
business for some time at Nanaimo.
Subsequently he went into the coal
carrying trade between Nanaimo and
Victoria. For many years he has been
retired from the sea, and held the po-
sition of lighthouse keeper on Entrance
Island for 21 years, from which service
he retired with a pension. He is sur-
vived by two sons, James, of Gabriola,
and Fred, of Everelt, Wash., and one
daughter, Mrs. Peterson, of Gabriola,

ENDORSED W, J. BRYAN.,

Guthrie, Okla., Jan. 7.—The Democratic
state general committee here yesterday
uranimously endorsed Wm. J. Bryan’s
candidacy for the presidency.

A SAWMILL PLANNED
FOR KENNEDY LAKE

lowa Interests Have Made Ar-
rangements to Locate One
at That Point.

During the coming summer a large
sawmill will be erected at Kennedy
iake on the west coast of Vancouver
Island.

W. E. Simpson, who is chiefly inter-
ested in this project, arrived in tke
city last evening, and will be here for
some time in connection with various
details of the lumbering project.

Mr. Simpson is a prominent banker
and financier of Iowa ¥alls, and his
associates, who are mostly in Iowa and
other central states of the union, are
organized as the North American Tim-
ber Company. They  have acquired
large holdings of timber on the island
and elsewhere on the coast, and Mr,
Simpson informed a reporter this
morning that their first mill enterprise
would be located at KXeénnedy
where some of their best timber, fir and
cedar, is located.

SMALLPOX SPREADING,
Brockville, Ont., Jan. 6.—Owing to
the increase in smallpox cases, the
schools have been ordered closed, and
a doctor has been specially appointed
to vaccinate the pupils.

.C. P. R. OFICIAL INJURED.
Montreal, Jan. 7.—G. M. Bosworth,
feurth vice-president of the C. P. . R., fell

on the slippery sidewalk westerday and
fractured his right arm,

\

lake,.

AOKI SAILED TO-DAY.. -

Recalled Japanese Ambassador-—Bade
Farewell to Countrymen in San
Francisco,

San Francisco, Cal., Jan. 7.—Japan-
eése Ambassador Aoki during his ‘last
day in America visited some of his
countrymen, and last night he received
many friends in his suite at the Fair-
monte hotel. - Admittance was denied
to all newspaper men. Viscount Aoki
will leave for Japan on the Manchuria,
which sails to-day at 1 o'clock.

ACCIDENT ON U. 8. WARSHIP.

San Diego, Cal.,, Jan. 7.—In an accident
on the United States battleship Nebraska,
now at this port, several men were in-
jured. Only meagre information is as
vet obtainable.

The accident appears to have been
caused by the loss of ocontrol over a
crane, which swept through a group of
sailors. One report is that two were
killed and their bodies swept overboard.

LONDON TIMES
CHANGES HANDS

ARTHUR PEARSON TO
ASSUME MANAGEMENT

Editorial Policy Will Remain
Unchanged—Sir Alexander
Henderson Associated.

London, Jan. 7.—The formal
ment of the change in the management
of the Times which will appear in the
newspapers announces that the busi-
ness management of the paper will be
reorganized' by Mr, Pearson, 'and that
“the editorial character of the paper
will remain unchanged, and it will be
conducted as in the past on lines in-
dependent of party polities.”

The change in the organization re-
quireg the sanction of the court before
being effective.

Despite the formal announcement
that its editorial policy would not be
changed, it is generally believed that
the change in the management of the
Times hag been made in the interests of
tariff reform.

It is understood that. Sjr Alexander
Henderson, who played a leading part
in the recent fusion of the Great Cen-

tral and Great Northern rallroads, is.

associated with Mr, Pearson in the
Times deal. He is a strong tariff re-
former, in addition to being a success-
ful railway administrator, and is large-
ly interested in South African railroads.
Sir Alexander Henderson was largely
instrumental in the success of the
Manchester ship canal,

UNION JACK ON SCHOOLS.

B, :C, Gevernment Will Provide for Its
General Use.

‘Winnipeg, Jan, 6.—The government
of British Columbia, through the pro-
vincial secretary, Hon. H. E. Young,
has written Hon. G. R. Cold , pro-
vincial secretary of Manitoba, that it
is the intention of the government of
British Columbia to provide for the
general use of the national flag in the
public schools,

If Ontario and Manitoba are using
the same flag, British Columbia would
iike to do the same, and would prefer,
acecording to the communication, that
the Union Jack be used, as the Cana-
dian ensign has no officia] status,

OWL’S EXPERIMENT
RESULTED IN DEATH

He Succeeded in Putting the
City in Darkness for a
Short Time.

To cloak the good citizens of Vie-
toria in a garment of darkness, per-
haps forever, was the wish nearest the
beart of a very wise old owl who lived
in a tree near Goldstream. The owl
was a big horned fellow and he cher-
shed this fond notion for many a day.
Last evening he decided to prove once
and for all whether his contention was
a fallacy or not. His brethren let him
go, showing their wiseness by saying
nothing. Now the owl who cherished
notions flew a long way from his
friends until he arrived at the scene
he intended to make his test.

To the bright eyes of the owl the
dusk was like daylight. Above were
two shining copper wires and without
a moment’s hesitation he lifted him-
self up and settled down with a claw
on each wire. There was a flash and
the owl remembers no more.

How nobly it succeeded, many citi-
zens can give full testimony. Even the
street cars were struck powerless. For
well on to half an hour the city was
sunk in a gloomy darkness.

But out on the wires the big horned
owl sat perched, one claw on each wire,
its eyes wide open, dead.

A man, a former employee -of the B.
C. Electric Company, was returning
home when he saw the flash. He fan
hard to the spot and looking up saw
the owl in a halo of flame, perched on
the two powerful wires. There was a
smell of burning flesh, and very short-
ly- the figure toppled over and fell to
the ground. On looking closely the
man observed that the owl claws were
burnt right through, and that its body
was almost roasted to a frizzle.

When the owl fell the paill' of dark-
ness was lifted, much to the gratifica-
tion of the good citizens.

In the councils of the owl the non re-
turn of the big horned fellow was dis-
cussed, and it will be told to all the
little owls for generations to come.

In the rext edition of Esop’s fables
a new story with a moeral will be
added -and the scene will. be -laid in
Victoria. It will narrate the folly of
the owl who cherished the suicidal no-
tion that it could make men live in
darknesy for evermore.
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B. C. SNOWSLIDE

SUPPOSED. TRAGIC END
OF MISSING MEN

Two Miners Who Set Out to
Spend Christmas Have
Disappeared.

A

Naskup, B. C., Jan. 7,—The news of a
very sad accident with unquestionably
fatal results reached here yesterday
from Burton - City, 25 miles south of
here, on the Arrow lakes.

Two men, W. McDavitt, aged 40, &
resident -and land owner of Burton City
for several years, and Norman Cris-
field, aged - 25, an Englishman, were
working for the winter at the Millie
Mack mine, 14 miles east of Burton
City, in the mountains, the property
of Mr. Forester, of Wilmer, B. C, They
started from the mine on December
24th to spend Christmas in town, where
Mr, McDavitt has two. sisters, From
that time they have not been seen; and

their absence from both the mine 'and
town was only discovered when Ma

-Porter, of Burton City, made a trip te

the mine, two days ago, and learned
that they had left.

The mine manager, Mr, Washburn,
had reason to believe they had stayed
in town, while their friends decided
that 'they were still working. The re-
maining men at the mine immediately
hurried towards Burton City; where
they arrived yesterday, carefully
searching the way down. No trace,
however, was found, and the only con-
clusion is that hawving reached a point
about a mile from the mine, where the
trail follows along the edge of the deep
ravine, and finding it blocked with
snow, they ventured too close to the
edge, fell down 150 feet, bringing a
heavy snowslide of snow with' them,
and were buried underneath. After a
period of nearly two weeks their death
is certain,

A search party of fifteen men started
from * Burton  City yesterday morning
at five o’clock. Crisfield is' stated -to
have ‘a brother in Medicine Hat, and
MeDavitt is originally from Ontario.

WINNIPEG C; P. R. APPOINTMENT/

G. H. Smith, of Vancouver, Appointed
Assistant General Freight Agent
in Prairie. Capital,

Winnipeg, Man.,. Jan. 7.—F. W. Pet-
ers, assistant frelght traffic manager
for the Canadian Pacific Railway, is
making 'a changé in the staff of the
freight departmeént of the company.
Owing to his great familarity with
the conditions prevailing in Winnipeg,
G, H.. Smith, of Vangouver, will Te-
turn to the city as assistant general
freight agent here. Mr. Smith.was at
work in--the city until within the, last
few months. Leaving the city, he/went
to Vancouver and became assistgnt to
B. W. Greer; He will take up work
here again at once and will have gen-
eral charge of the down town business
of the company, with an office in the
building on_ the corner of McDermot
and Main streets.

W. H. Robertson, who has been as-
sistant general freight agent here, will
leave for the coast and wil¥ assume
the position of assistant general freight
agent inVancouver. Mr. Robertson
has already spent several years .on
the coast and has been desirous of re-
turning there. He will leave for the
West within a few days.’
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SEVEN WORKMEN DROWNED. :

Skiff Overturne§ While Crossing Kan-
sas River.

Leavenworth, Kas., Jan. 6.—A “skiff
containing nine workmen was being
rowed across the Missourl river near
Kickapoo, Kas., to-day -when it over-
turned and seven of the party. were
drowned.

BRITISH PREMIER
MAY RETIRE

Rumored Sir H. Campbell-Ban-

nerman Will Relinquish
Office.

Dublin, Jan. 7.—There is an uneasi-
negs in Nationalist circles over rumors
of the early retirement of Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman from the pre-
miership in favor of Herbert H. As-
quith. The latter is -considered. un-
sympathetic in the cause of Home Rule,
and hig succession .to that office would
lead to important developments in the
Irish party and its relations to.the
Liberal party.

BOARD OF TRADE,

Council of That Body Met To-Day and
@ Discussed Subjects.

The board of trade is anxious to know
what the Dominion government intend
doing in regard to constructing a cruis-
er for the protection of the fisheries on
the Pacific coast. At the regular meet-
ing of the counecil this morning it was
decided to request Hon., William Tem-
pleman’s aid in the matter.

At request from an eastern financial
journal an article dealing with local
business conditions and finances was
ordered to be prepared.

A letter was received. from Capt.
Munger, of the U. S, revenue cutter
service at Port Townsend, stating that
the serivce would be ready to aid dis-
tressed vessels and asking for any in-
formation to be sent to him.

Victoria’s request that some grant
be made by the Dominion government
for an exhibit at the coming Pacific-
Alaska-Yukon exposition has been for-
warded to the minister of agr!culture
by Hon. . W. Templeman.




