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Powerful Assaults Agains
-~ French Desperately Resisted

nst

Associated Press Reports General Conflict Less
. Intense But Likely To Set In Again When Ger-

- mans Get Guns Up; Strong Forces
res and Maison Blanche

A
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-+~ British Army Headquarters in France, Mar. 80—(By the Associated Press)—The
situation today, from the Entente viewpoint, is reported more satisfactory. Along the Brit-
ish section of the battle-front last night was comparatively quiet.

- Paris, Mar. 30—French troops, supported by reserves, are offering desperate resist-

ance to ﬂerful assaults of the enemy. The war office so announces. :
. Paris, Mar. 30—The battle, which was resumed with renewed violence during the
progressing on a front of forty kilometres (about 25 miles), from Moreuil to be-
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Weak ﬁoh'tb Get as Far

Ahead as Possible Before Deh-
nitely Halted—Fine Tribute to
~  Bitish Treeps

London, Mar. 29—(Via Reuter's Ot-
tawa  Agency)—Telegraphing  from
French army headquarters this evening,
Reuter's correspondent says: “The sit-
udtion is now clearer than at any time
since the beginning of the offensive. The
enemy, arrested in mid-course, has
abandoned marching straight up to ob-
jectives, and breaking down resistance
by overwhelming numbers. He is now
striking at estimated weak spots in or-
der to drive us back as far as possible
before he himself is brought to a stand-
still.’ Thus the enemy drive down the
Oise Valley is finally arrested.” Atterupts
to cross the Oise farther north failed,
and the bridges are now destroyed.

“The village of Pont Leveque, below
Noyon has ‘been recaptured and the
enemy driven from the heights above
Susey, northwest of Noyon. :

“The enemy’s capture of Mont Didier
was just too late for him to profit by it,
as French forces were able to engage
the Germans to the west and bring the
advance to a standstill, thus nullifying
_their efforts to pierce the junction of the

ench armies. The hinge be-

W English and French armies

will r be broken, as the junction is

now @¥vered by French forces strong
enough to meet all eventualities.

“Eighty-seven enemy divisions have
been identified on fifty miles of battle
front, comprising the pick of the German
troops. The French steadily engaged
three guards divisions, - the famous
Brandenburgers, and some of the best
Bavarian divisions. Before the offensive
the Germans had 109 divisions in line on
the British front, and seventy-six divis-
jons in -reserve.  The enemy, therefore,
has already engaged more than the whole
of the reserves in France in the present
battle, and has also denuded certain sect-
ors of his best troops. To replace the
wastage the enemy possesses about twen-
ty divisions, and conceivably forty of in-
ferior material, useful for filling gaps
but not for winning battles.”

Describing the flerce fighting at the
Anglo-French junction the correspond-
ent says: “French troops were brought
up on the 22nd in motor lorries and
thrown in without artillery support.
Successive enemy thrusts necessitated
fresh reinforcements, and troops were
thrown northwards on the 28rd In order
to maintain the liason with the British.
right,

“French cavalry on the 25th were also
thrown in for that purpose, and there
were moments when the French were
hard put to it to foil the German thrusts.

“A French officer, paying tribute to
the British troops, described how the

sermans crossed -the canal at Jussy at

jpventeenth attempt, the canal being
a2 choked with German dead.”

IN WALL STREET.

New York, Mar. 80—(Wall street)—
Trading was extremely dull at the open-
ing of today’s stock market, with minor
fractional changes. Steels were lower,
while rails and coppers hardened.

LENT OVER.

This is the last day of the Lenten sea-
son. Under Catholic church regulations
this year the season ended at noon to-
day, Holy Saturday.

SLACKENING OF COMBAT

| PRESSED BACK A BIT MORE : v iy
London, Mar. 30—The Germans, attacking ygsterday at Demuin ‘and Wiz
ieres, pressed back the British from Mezieres, The ws: ©
‘lasted throughout™ the “afternoon. The statement followss— .
' “North of the Somme only local actions have taken place. South
me the enemy’s attacks yesterday at Demuin and Mezieres succeeded in press-
ing back our troops from the latter village. We secured prisoners in our count-

er-attacks. At Demuin all the enemy’s

motmted and dismounted, and repulsed
him in numerous engagements.”
RETARDED BUT ﬁOT
FULLY ARREST:. ;

London, Mar. 80—The heavy : con-
tinued pressure of ‘the enemy’s converg-

ing movement_has brought the Germans
to within about twelve miles of Amiens.

The British line is now west of Marcel
Cave and Demauin, but despite this the
situation is still regarded as hopeful
While the enemy advance has not yet
been arrested, it certainly has been great-
ly retarded.

The explanation for the movement on
' Arras, according to French critics, is
that the Germans felt that the shape of
the salient driven into the British line
exposed them to flank counter-attacks
and they extended their offensive toward
Arras. - However, although the enemy
achieved some local successes, including
the capture of a British battalion which
fought courageously until surrounded,
the dttempt to capture Arras failed.

French military authorities feel very
hopeful over their success in baffling the
enemy design to drive down the valley
of the Oise, and, declare that the German
attempt to break through at the junction
of the British and French armies in the
Mount Didier region also was'a failure.

STILL SERIOUS BUT
CONFIDENCE GROWS.

London, Mar. 80—Although the Lon-
don newspapers regard the situation on
the western front as still serious, there
is noticeable a tone of greater confidence
in their discussion of the battle now in
its tenth day. The Daily Mail devotes
particular attention to the fighting in the
direction of Amiens, which it regards as
the most important. It says: “Until
Mount -Didier is recovered and the-Ger-
mans are beaten back from recent posi-
tions east of Amiens the situation must
remain serious. French reserves continu-
ously are arriving and entering the bat-
tle, but as yet the German advance can-
not be said to have been stopped.”,

The Daily Graphic believes that to-
day’s news is distinctly encouraging,
while the Daily ‘Telegraph says: ‘“I'he
week ends fairly well. It has been the
most breathless and anxious time for the
Allies since the opening days of the war,
but the enemy has been slowed up and
every day that passes strengthens our
confidence the more.”

HAIG FULLY IN
FAVOR OF FOCH
AS GENERALISSIMO,

London, Mayr. 80—The French and
British governments, according to the
Morning Post, have decided to appoint
General Foch commander of the Allied
armies on the western front during the
present offensive.

The step was taken, the paper says,
to obviate the difficulties due to the mix-
ing up of British and French troops on
various parts of the line. The Post
adds:

“For some time past one of our armies
bas been placed under the command of
a French general in order to secure com-
plete combination of effort.”

Field Marshal Haig, it says, concurs
fully in the appointment of General
Foch.

ACCOUNT FOR 16
MORE AIRPLANES

London, Mar. 29—Sixteen German

airplanes were put out of action yester-
(Continued on page 2 sixth column)

“

British Army Headquarters in France, Mar. 30—For a brief space the tides
of conflict have slackened, but any moment they may set in again. When the
Germans: have brought forward thelr artillery and overhauled their fighting ma-
chine the struggle undoubtedly will be renewed, perhaps with greater ferocity
] Yesterday afternoon the enemy had a small success south of the Luce
tiver, on the British right flank. Strong German forces, attacking there, cap-
tured Mezieres and also Maison Blanche, north of that village. The British ot-
ganized a counter-attack immedfately and pushed forward determinedly against

i

office 50, annolioces, All

of the Som-

important. attempts to captute the vil-

lage broke down after sharp fighting which lasted throughout the afternoon, «
“During the last week our cavalry have fought with great gallantry, both

the enemy, inflicting heavy losses on

[URKS PLAN
INVASION' OF
THE GRIMEA

London, Mar. 80—A telegram from
Copenhagen reports that an official state-
ment issued by the Turkish authorities
announces that Turkey is preparing an
exepdition to restore order in Crimea.

Turkish newspapers have #ecently been
asserting that on' the basis of the right!
of self-determination, Crimea should he
bound to Turkey. :

STEEL SHIPBUILDING
OUTLOOK IN 3T JOHN

S. E. Elkin, M. P, Says Contract
Coming If Lecal Company Can
Handle the Work

The establishment of the. steel ship-
building industry at St. John, as well as
in other places, has been made possible
by the contract which the federal gov-
ernment has made with the steel plant
at Sydney for an output of steel plates
sufficient to meet the requirements for
five years.

S. E. Elkin, M. P., who returned yecs-
terday from Ottawa, said today that St.
John will be one of ‘the :places where
government contracts for steel vessels
will be placed, provided it can be shown
that a loecal company can handle the
work. There has been some talk of two
companies commencing operations here
but Mr. Elkin said he did not consider
it at all likely that a contract would
be given to more then one company at
this port.

With regard to the proposal to place
the harbor in commission, Mr, Elkin con-
firmed the Ottawa reports that the gov-
ernment is willing to consider the plan,
provided there is an unmistakable de-
mand from the citizens far this step.

JAPAN AND SIBERIA

London, Mar. 29—Premier Terauchi
and Foreign Minister Motono of Japan,
according to a Daily Mail despatch from
Tokio, dated Tuesday, have announced
that Japan is friendly to the Bolshevik
government and sees no reason at pres-
ent for armed intervention in Siberia.

ON SAD MISSION.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Willard Smith are
to leave today for Fredericton , called
there owing to the death of Mrs. Smith’s
sister, Miss Annie Hanson, which oc-
curred yesterday in the Victoria Hos-
pital. Her funeral will take place Sun-

| among the eity

nt:sh, Sent
r Attack, Go At It

spitit of the British troops, some of the most
fighting for three days, were ordered to ‘make a
serious job for fresh troops twice ‘their num-
g Tipperary, and scored a splendid success”

Reuter’s Ottawa Agency)— Late this evening

at British headquarters telegraphed:
h. front, from. Albert on the Ancre to the Somme
southward to where we join the French above

g our troops in the rear in the neighborhood of
Back. But that retirement was a gallant and
¢d ‘operation. Ow«r men were taken in the rear
‘in the threatened area there were guns to be with-
and guns faced round, and for a time the fleld guns
hits, while the infantey, charging in the most dash-
driving back to the siver bagk an enemy fae out-
“while all the guns were being withdrawn. Then this

swung back to new positions by Hamel-Lamotte.
evening, and thete has been sharp fighting at La-
o this afternioon west of Gillancourt, where the

——

There will el :
more. candidates. jor” theg

possible to tell wheSlier theke!will be any
last minute surprises, wh

- Mednwhile, nomination~ papers: have
been filed by Jamés V. Russell; present
commissioner of harbers and, ferries; b1 )
.H. Bulloek, & former aldermarm. ‘and
mayor, and-John H, Thornton, who; is
making' his first-appearance as'a candi-
date. J. H. ¥rink, who has sérved the
city as mayor and alderman both- under
the aldermanic and commission formssof
government, will file his papers for nom-
ination as commissioner on Monday. E.
J. Hilyard, a new man in the election
fleld;~has completed his papers: and also
‘will: file them on Monday.

Nomination papers- for ‘R. W. Wig-
more, M. P,, and at present commission-
er of water and sewerage, have ‘been cir-
culated, but Mr. Wigmore has not yet
announced whether he will accept the
nomination.

Mayor -‘Hayes’ nomination has been
filed and, at present, it appears that he
will have no oppesition in seeking a sec-
ond term.

Under the recent amendment to the
local eélection act, soldiers who are bona
fide residents of St. John may have their
i names added to the veters’ lists by ap-
plication to the common clerk at city
hall up to Monday evening.

The other amendment put through the
legislature on Thursday gives the coun-
cil the right to take a plebiscite by add-
ing any question or questions they may
wish to the election ballot. It is prob-
able that advantage will be .taken of
this provision to secure an expression of
opinion .on the proposal to put the har-

4

i bor in commission.

SPECIAL SERVICES ENDED.

Three weeks of special services were
brought to a close in Portland Methodist
church last evening. The pastor, Rev.
Neil J. McLaughlan, delivered an elo-
quent sermon-on the Crucifixion. Ap-

! propriate hymns were sung by the choir.

The special services were considered a
great success, large numbers attending
the devotional exercises.
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Tssued by Author-
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THE VETERANS, THE
GOVERNWENT AND.
* THE EAEHY ALENS

' ‘Oftaway Mar. 80—Thot the delegates
; ‘ Y. - Asgsociation

i Sir"RoDert pord i 0

of the government to.meet’ their views
in regard’to enemy aliens, is indicated in
a-statement goven out here last night.
The statément, which covers the pro-
poseals made in regard to this matter, and
a resolution expressing regret that the
government was unable to.accept them,
says in part:

*“We regret you cannot see your way
‘to adopting any measures by which these
people shall bear their fair and proper
proportion of the burden of this war,
as suggested by us, to you and your cab-
inet; the reason being, as you stated to
us, that organized labor is opposed to
any such action.

* “Therefore, before dispersing, for our
own respective districts throughout Can-
‘ada, we respectfully point eut to you
that such decision of our union govern-
ment, elected, as-it was, with a majority
of seyenty members, by the soldiers vote,
the soldiers’ women vote, and the pat-
riotic people of this dominion, will be
received with the greatest disappoint-
ment and with consequences to our com-
munities and districts where such aliens
are in undue numbers which we view
with the utmost gravity.’”

The statement sets forth in conclusion
that in the opinion of the delegates the
government has been made to realize the
danger presented by the alien and is
“seriously considering taking immediate
action.”

RED GUARDS BEATEN

Londen, Mar. 30—Finnish Red Guards
bave been defeatw® at Tammerfors,
north of Helsingfors, by the government
forces, according to a Reuter ‘despatch
from Petrograd. The rebels are said to
have lost 10,000 prisoners and twenty-
one guns.

Dutch Grain Supply.

his ‘colleagues yesterday, regret imability

Attacks

QUEBEG POLCE
IR CRIGEED

Ottawa Government Takes Up
Matter With Mayor

NATERS WAV PRETY FREE RN

| Quiet Down \‘Vhen Seldiers, With

Loaded Guns, Take up Posi-

tions—Registrar's Office .Looted

and Burned but M. S. A. Papers
Safe

Quebec, Mar. 80—While Mayor Lavig-
meur; says thatihe did not' read the riot
act last evening in a new outbreak in
which’ the premises of < the = Chronicle,
'L’Evu):ment and of the military service
registrar at the auditorium annex were
looted and the latter prattically destroy-~

s it

At the ‘heig
evening, when the fiery ‘crowds . were
lustily ‘cheering at the outbreak of fire in
the ‘registrar’s- office, Mayor Lavigueur
arrivéed in .an automobile and waved
papers which the decent part of the
crowd ‘took for the riot act being pro-
claimed, but today the mayor disclaims
having read the riot act.

Again, yesterday, in the mad rush of
the crowd at the Chronicle and L’Even-
mernt, or at the military service regist-
rar’s offices in the auditorium annex, the
police did not rush the crowd once,. did
not pull their guns. Only Detective Tom
Walsh and Deputy Chief of Police Burke,
an old man, attempted at the auditorium
to stop the first rioters that-attempted to
climb the stairway leading to the regist-
rar’s .office, but although they felled a
man or two, they were crushed to the
ground by the onrushing mob, lusty and
flery, but escaped without serious injudy.

There were some twenty policemen
on picket duty at the registrar’s office
in the auditorium hours before the mob
came, but even when the first' rows of
the disturbers reached the scene after

looting the two newspaper offices, the
police did not show their revolvers.

That the registrar’s offices would be
looted was known to everybody in town
ever since yesterday morning. All over
the city one was greeted with the prom-
ise of “some fun” at the registrar’s offiece
on Good Friday night. Some expected
that the militia would be called before
incendiarism was resorted to, but these
were mistaken.

Quiet When Soldiers Appear.

All noisy disturbances stopped last
evening when the soldiers, with loaded
rifles, marched and surrounded the audi-
torium buildings. Then the crowd was
content with looking at the flames that
damaged Quebec’s prettiest building.

This part of the auditorium buildings
had just been entirely remodeled with-

Amsterdam, Mar. 80—It is estimated
officlally that the supply of cereals in
Holland is sufficient to supply the de-
mand for about flve months longer.

in, and work to the amount of at least
$15,000 had been done. J. H. Paquet,
lessee of the building, said his theatre
(Continued on page 2, seventh column)

‘ed by fire, the population today is treated|
£o the mnusual &pectac_le of armed ‘sold- |

Near

~ Arras Failed

Enemy Got To Old
Trenches Of a
Year Ago

HERDIC BRITISH STAND

One Battalien Fought Till Sur-
rounded and Cut Off—Attack-
ers Were Shock Treops Ordered
To Take Arras At All Costs—

Expected Te Try Again

London, Mar, 29—German attacks be-
fore. Arras on Thursday failed, says
Reuter's telegram from the British head- .
guarters. The enemy succeeded in ad-
vancing his line south of the :Scarpe to
the ruins of the old reserve trench sys-
tem from which the British ejected him
a year ago. ;

The telegram states that north of the
river the enemy pehetrated Roeux after
prolonged. fighting in -which, 'a’ British -
battalion made a heroic stand mntil it
wag surroanded and cut off, The British
withdrew, in ‘this section some hu
yards, Gérman. prisoners say. that -

ial ' :

a
ras;” says the correspondent, “but He
must bring up fresh divisions before re-
peating. the attempt.. We repelled a
strong attack at Ayette, south of Arras,
this afternoon. Some Germans entered
the village but were driven out by a
brilliant counter-attack.

“Today has been fine and the wind
dried the roads but the barometer is
low. In the Albert sector the enemy
is bringing up more guns, but they are
coming slowly. We repulsed an enemy
attack toward Buire and we are still on
the line passing Mericourt.and Sailly-le-
Sec. i

“Our airmen noticed fresh enemy con-
centrations today and it is believed that
it will not be long before a new attack
develops. Our gunnery from the ground
and the air has greatly harrpssed the
enemy in the last few days, compelling
him t’(’) halt, which has been everything
to us.

Enormous Losses.

British Army Headquarters in France,
Mar, 29—(By the Associated Press)—
The German attempt to force the Brit-
ish back along the Scarpe and capture
Arras cost them an enormous toll in
casualties, although they used ten di-
visions. North of the river the British .

(Continued on page 7, fifth column)

Large Seal Catch.

St. Johns, Nfid.,, Mar. 80—The steam-«
er Erik arrived here last evening with
24,000 seals. An agreement will likely
be made today between the crews and
owners of all the sealing steamers for the
purchase of seals at $12 a hundredweight
for young and 39 for old seals.

The Newfoundland Strike,

St. Johns, Nfid.,, Mar. 80—No new de-
velopments occurred yesterday in the
Reid railway strike, but it is expected
that further measures may be taken by
the government today if the company
declines to make concessions.

Synopsis—Fair and mild weather pre-

vails over the dominion.
Forecasts

Ottawa Valley and Upper St. Law-
rence—Fair and very mild today and on
Sunday.

Lower St. Lawrence, Gulf and North
Shore—Fair and mild today and on Sun-
day.

Maritime—Moderate west to southwest

Before the great battle - began two

lines. At one point an enemy party
was sent over to see if our front line was
occupied. It was challenged by one of
our bombing patrols. The enemy at-
tacked the post. In the fighting which
followed the Boche was driven out of
our trenches by rifle fire and pursued by
a Canadian bombing squadron. Two
prisoners were captured and numerous
casualties were inflicted on the Hun. Our
casualties were nil.

Another raid against ‘our positions was

winds, fine and milder teday and on
Sunday.

New England—Fair tonight; Sunday
partly cloudy; warmer in the interior;

day afternoon at Nashwaak.

moderate winds, mostly southwest.

completely defeated with estimated
lenemy casualties of twenty. The raids
‘were preceded by heavy artillery’ and
trench mortar barrages. The enemy

CANADIAN GUNS THUNDER ALL NIGHT

Ten Hours Terrific Bombardment of German Positions On

Whole Front North of Hill 70

(By W. A. Willison, Correspondent of The Canadian Press.)

Canadian Army Headquarters, Mar, 30—From early last night until 6 this morning the noise of guns has been
persistent upon the whole front from the south to Hill 70 in the north. Steadily for more than ten hours our heaviest
field guns, trench mortars and machine guns maintained their fire on thousands of yards of front against the enemy
trenches, support and assembly areas, communications and strong points, At $lo'clock and again at 530 our artillery
fire increased to battle intensity, the enemy assembly, concentration areas and communication roads being raked with

ation of the fire was such that no enemy attack developed north of Oppy.

EASTER SUNDAY il v e EXPECT DAYLICHT

SAVING TO BE

EFFECTIVE IN GANADA BY APRIL 13

Ottawa, Mar, 30—The inconvenience at the border in connection with the
train services due to the bringing of daylight saving into force in the United

States on March 31, will, it is expected,

continue for two weeks only. As soon

as parliament reassembles, the daylight saving bill, which is now in commit-

tee stage, will be pressed to a third reading.

When the senate resumes on

April 8 this will be the first important government measure to be dealt with.
It is anticipated that the bill will be through both houses and be assented to

(Continued on page 2, seventh column)

in time for daylight saving to become effective in Canada by Monday, April 15,
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