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covered fre«h yeUow chips gtrew ng the new-fallen"o«r, and at onee thought of my woodpeckt« Onookmg .round I «,w where one had £. a? work

nee was about fifteen feet from the ground, and an.peared aa round aa if atruck with a eompai uZon the east aide of the tree, so as to avoid the orevaUng west and north-west winds. As it was 3y?;,nchea m duimeter, it eould not have been the work «?••the downy, but must have been that of the hrirv or

'\'l^
y'""*-""!"^-! woodpecker. His hom7h«dprobably been wrecked by some violent wind and hewas thus providing himself another. I„ diggi'g ou?these retreats the woodpeckers prefer a dry brittk"trunk, not too soft. They go in horizonteJh; to theeentre and then turn do»,nwards, enlarging the tunnel

dXTe.*?.'
*"' ""» ""^'^ " ^ »"• Ip'e o/XI

Another trait our woodpeckers have that endearsthem to me and that has never been pointed yTotfc^by our ornithologists, is their habit of dr«Slnthe spring. They are songlesa birds, and yet «II a«musicians
;
they make the dry limbs eloquent of Zcoming change. Did you think that lo2d, sonorous"hammering which proceeded from the orchard or fromthe near woods on that still March or April morSwas only some bird getting its breakfast f It isXwLybut he IS not rapping at the Coor of a grub j he i° ™^'p.ng at the dwr of spring, and the dry 1 mbS

Zi ,r m" »«¥»™d ri'ythmic beat that breaksupon the silence, first three strokes following eachother rapidly, succeeded by two louder ones with longermterviUs between them, and that has an effect3nthe alert ear a. if the solitude it«,lf had at last found^^

SO

, »o

. SA

ff


