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undue ac?vantage of another : 'For while it may

feenn toincreafc anincqualicy of condition, it fiif-*

iiiciently prevents or removci the evils of it, by

making the common good the meafure of juftice

and by placing all men on even ground under .the

authority and .prote(5tion of law.

For this end the chriftian religion was publifhcd^

(that all men might have an equal chance of lecg-

ring their lliare of happinefs. :Fpr were the com-

mands ofour divine Mailer obfcrved, none woul4

be exorbitantly rich, none wretchedly poor; the

abundance of the one would !iow to the neccfTity

of the other, as the rivers defcendmg from t\i(i

ImUs flow to the fca, where they mingle amicably

together and fettle at laft into an even furfacc.

For this end this antient Fraternity was formed^

that happinefs might be difFufed equally amon^

^11 its members. For though it deprives no man

-of the honour due to his rank and charafber j yet

jt reduces ail men to a pleafing and rational equa*

Jity. Beyond any inftitution ofhuman original, it]/
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