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2 INTRODUCTION".

try; ererj mind is free to publish its convictions. Our ^o-^ernment, by its organization, is necessarily identified witlx'the
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exclusively on their attach-
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'-^"^I support. Even the enemies of

thestate, if there are aTiy among us, have liberty to express^ opnuons undisturbed
; and are safely tolerated .Lre

eason is eft free to combat their errors. Nov is the consti-
tution a dead letter, unalteral)ly fixed ; it has the capacity for
^"il>rovement, adopting M'hatever changes time and the publicwm may require, and safe from decay so long as that will
retains its energy. A^ew states are forming in tlie wilderness •

canaJs, intersecting our plains and crossing our highlands, oi^ennumerous channels to internal commerce; manufactures pL-per along our watercourses
; the use of steam on our rivers

rn>d railroads annihilates distance by the acceleration of speed.Our wealth and population, already giving us a place in the
hist rank of imtions, are so rapidly cu.nulative that the former
IS increased lonrfold, and the latter is doubled, in eveiy

tCl d 1 T •"'"" " *-^"t3-three years. There is no J-
t onal debt the government is economical, and tl.e public
treasury full. Religion, neither persecuted nor paid by the
state, IS sustamcl by the regard for public morals and the
earnestness of an enlightened faith. Intelligence is diffused
M'lth unpara leled universality; a free press teems ^vith the
choicest productions of all nations and ages. There are moredody joiirnals m the United States than in the world be-side A public document of general interest is, within amonth, reproduced in at least a million of copies, and isbrought witbin the reach of every freeman in the countryAn immense concourse of emigrants of the most A-arious line-age is perpetually crowding to our shores, and the j.rinciples

blend the discordant elements into harmonious union Other
goveniment:s are convulsed by the innovations and reforms
of neighbonng states; our constitution, fixed in the affections
o. the people, rom whose choice it has sprung, neutralizes
the influence of foreign principles, and fearlessly opens an


