
fliirly-iii.io {nticlcs oftlic Eiiulisli cliiircli ; nor iIk; tuiniaiHen-

till ai'iii.les of f.iiili as recorded in the Scriptures^ liul lliosw

which are ronfainod in what is cofnnionly called tho Apostles'

Creed, ot which an rxcciient writer has justly siiid, " As a

summary of Chi isliun doctrine, it is extremely indt finite and

imperfect. It n*aiiita<ns a deep dead silence on the important

and fundwrnenlal doctvincs of the inspiration ot the Holy

S>criptures, original sin, iIm atonement, justificaiion by faith,

and the nature and necessity ofgood works. The life, death,

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, are mc>rely spoken of as

historical fa< ts, without the slightest alhisiou lo the design cyf

those facts." Yet the bare repetition of this creed, and the

acknowledgement of a belief^//*/, is the chi« f part of what is

required by the Church of England to constitute an individual

a true believer in Christ.

Willi regafd to this Creed, it is but proper to observe, that

it has long been acknowledged, even by Episcopalians t!iem-

selves, to be a forgery. Lord King observes in his enquiry,

(p. 57,) " As for that Creed which is commonly called the

Apostles^ Creed, all learned persons are now agreed that it

never was composed by theiM, nor was it known wiihin the

first tlir€e liundred ^enrs after Christ." This, indeed, must

be apparent to every candid mind, were it not acknowledged,

from its remarkable deficiency in Scripture doctrine.

But do you suppose that this Creed, which candidates arc re-

quired to say, ami express a belief of, is ever seriously iliouglit of

by a majority of ihem? • cannot; for if so, tln'y would not

lUiike such an (Mupialified ainrmalion, saying, '* All this 1

Steadfastly believe." I thus speak, because I could n^t my-
self; for the phrase in it *'!ie descended into hell," is exceed-

ingly objectionable, and is gioundi^d on u total misap[ lication

of the Psalmisl"'s words, as used by Peter, in reference to the

burial of Jesus Christ. The idea conveyed by iho expres-

sion is, that after Christ was dead and buriiul ho descended

into the place of everlasting torment; an assoriiun which no

part of Scripture will sid)sii»iiliare, and for which your best

Epis'ropali.m writers give no vali<l rra'ion. Yet thi.* your

Church requires children un<l young persons both to say and

beliovo, previous to their cumplianco with a plain command
uf Jesus Christ.

But in addition to this Creed, tbc ciindidates for EpLiCopnl

confirmation are nupiired to re) eui the Lord'-s prayer, tlio

ten CommundrntMits, and to answer the other qiieslions of the

short Episcopal Catochism

—

w Catecliism in which the bifibly

erroneous doctrine of baptismal r( generation is taught—

a

Catei hism which is not to be compiled lo ibn Assendily'ti,

fir iijiy nf f)r, WilttH^H * iUul i'tMli'.i'!'! !!i!' ivlili'l! HflXler llilfi

said "iheie are omitted in this Catechism some of the essiMi-

tiul attributes of God, wiihuut wliicli be cannot bo rightly

known ; as aloo (be doctrine of maiiN fHll ; the person, odtca,
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