
r .^ nr.w!H« for the defence of the ports and harbours of the United

SmteTtotthorizra detachmem'i.-om.he militia, and to prov.de

• ^;t:rd"t;e to treat, and rejected our rninisters What ^vas

anarn.y was raised; and our little navy ^^^'PHf^' "^^""^t'ss.h
sent out to protect our commerce, and capture the armed vessels

of 1 ranee A war, not of ofence. but defence, was commenced Na-

fal conll cts soon ensued, and a French frigate wa, taken, after a

Wd fouffht battle, by an American frigate con'manded by the gal-

w Triton ^^T^^^^ privateers and piratical boats, which

had aLoyXur trade, were swept from the ocean ;
our commerce

tsumed Us v^^nted activity, and our vessels agam navigated m

Stv every sea. What was the conduct of France? a declaration of

W^ar ft'om it^ Though she had before treated us with indignity,

Te manlv atUtude we assumed, in defence of our rights and national
the maniy auuuuc wc a '

nronosed and entered into
honor, commanded^her.^^^^

ratified by both

goTeCer,^Ilwas't^^^
fhe oSnt of the United States, on the 2 1 st of December, 1 801

At ths period th<. American flag was rest^ecud^v. every sea, and

^eA^ah name and character were Wrerf by a^

S^^e that period. Unfortunately for our country, a different poli-

rv has Drevailed m its public councils, founded no doubt on the idea

:r^^:^Jerr::^^S:^w:^::nd e^itly Lmpordng

w th some of the modeln ideas of economy. In pursuance of this

no L^ur navy has been suffered to decline; and some of our

rhl;s'ha "e, for years, been moored to rot in the m.d of the Lastern

'''7L"ltXT:i.n made, but invain, for removing our liUle

fle^ i^to the 'a \.,,,,, to protect our commerce, at least on our

/InM to secure us from being insulted, within- our own juris.

So^by the amed vessds of the belligerents,. We were told

STf our shi^^ent out, and should meet with foreign vessels

detedating on our commerce, or insulting our governmen, they

touTd)^"^ and we should have .var. That our ships would fight,

""SrthTdSL"^^^^^ have been thrown in the way

of o'r^'v ?prtsper^^^^^^^ greatly tended to depress tile martja^

lirit it still exists, and if an opportunity presents will be drawn
spirit, It ^t_\» ^^'^^^^

,. .,„^ ..yy. confidently rely on our bemg


