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liAmiA AND Oentlembn,--

1 thank you for the opportunity your presence gives me, to speak
to you of the Ohurcli I love, and the Faith which id my inspiratiok

and strength. It has been a question with me hbw I could best
'

meet the expectation with which you have come helre to-nighf

:

whether to attempt to review in detail the dniicisms ttiade' upon ^

the Universalist belief in the lecture deUvcred here the othef
evening, or to moke a positive and independent ,statement of the

|

grounds upon which we base that belief—noticing those criticisms
,

incidentally as they tonch my argument—and leave you to. com-
pare the two views, asd judge between them as jk)u will. I have ^
finally decided to adopt the latter course, both because thipking jii'^

will be most satisfactory to you, and because it it most congenial
|

to me—not leading to the personal rc$iee^nji„(t^l^ w t^Q Qpuft
,

case, wouH be.almost unaivoidable. r.iifiM n f wV . ,^i <
,f .„i

I'hQre is no need to say that the church caj|^ tfniyersalist §b
,

small in comparison with the; other leading churches of CWisten-
-'

dom, though, if this had anytlung-to dfo witli. the truth of ite
^

teachings, { think it could be « satisfactorily explained. But it is
^

proper tp say in answer to the c^aripe that l^ii^ Church " does no
,

positive Christ^ work"—"has no spiritual power'*—^'^ lives i^n
controversial excitement:"-^in,answer to this charge it is proper (q ^
tell you that this little comply, numbering about 180,000 soula^ '.i

hold consecrated to religious uses church- property amouBtin|^ |q,^j

$8^00,000; that they, employ about seven hiju^iared minister^; ,

sustain five weekly religious journals, two semi-monthlies, one
;]

monthly, and 9pe qioarterly. They have endowed an4 n^ainia^ ^
five Colleges, seven Academies, and two Theologiof^ Scl^jNDlf: v,

em^dpyingsuinetyteight instructors, owningiproperty to the ya^nffft
two and a half million dollars, and having; twelve hundtjed C|tw4i?ni||. >

,

And, asking you alsp to j^et^r iu n^nd tluit tl^isjif a bof(y wh^ch,]b^
had separate and independent exisjljepce less U^ a hundred^^^fa,

^

I submit that a Qhnrch of this si^ ^d, age i)jf)ii<^ give^ the ^pjipld
\

these proofs of its vitality, ai^d loiya% to Chpstbp, duty, Uit^rmff^
^

when it is deserij^ as ** hatYiog |>Q power," ^pjqi a« ^* P^'^ Wp?fi >

n^ations." .
., ^ f.

iSeveaty yean|< ago thifi Q^urch* tt^n Qiu<^ smaller ^ian^a«i,^
published its " Confession of Faitli," which remains unchanged—

S^S^^o


